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Buvtolion _'rjii_s't_:ir;r
The Third Battalion, kiwth Inforizy, &8 purt of the l04th Infantry Division
wag activated at Camp Adair, Oregon 20 Sestewwer 1942. Toe sattelion underwelt &
period of intensive and extvenely fine trednihg witil on 2 auzust 1943 it wenul <a
the Bastern Oregon desert country for - reriod of field Lansuvers. Tiis periud
lasted until the 10tn of Hovenber 1943, .. the Division ueit to Ciiod tivder AriZolc.
Then followed wnother period of Gosert . souvers wiich sndea waew the TiviEdan Wes
soved o Caup Carson, Lolorado, crriwing ot this new st tiou 20 to 22 larch 1944

aq quersess cnd possed thru Soaip

On 18 sugust 1944, The Divis.ou .5 o

Kilmer, New Jersey for orocessii . O 7 fear 194k, the 3¢ Lobtulion, A2ith :
Infantry, part of the Pt Auerticoa wodt to oo iken aireetly froo ths U.sted B.ces i
to the French coast, was lzuded 5 the port of Chiezbours. Troiciis e soagerations ¥
for battle were mede newr Borneville, Frouce yitadn sient of toe Jerze L Gurnsey s
Islands, just off the Fyencn Gooste  Dapdzg this period Lie St linn furdshsd wooub 4
90 drivers for the fauwous Red .01 freigat run waich spercted Pru;m tae Looding duses
on the French Coust to the adve o Loses i tie Coubat sune i zestor. Fr:.cea.

(o

On the 19th of Outober 194l Th< 1046 Division wovea to tro vic . 2ty of Brussels, .
Belgium, into &n feseioly sres ne.r .cliies Belgiva. st this dine oo Aottt
as part of the 1l04th idvigtor, was o fad Ao the it Cirelian s e the 2ot
of October 194, the Battelion Lewed o defigive position h..X T hetabdel
Belgiui, From tais positinn ti= sottaL Aot «G8 MaueT o BLVS $ipe dbst ixmdtisd
experience in battle, .7 Loroia s sug ytod bhe 24 B ticlion, Alath Lux ntr; An
its attock made on 26 October 19wn. Juriis the seviod of 2 Letuser 194 Lo 26
October 194/ "I" Company seut out coatulh 2 brols to estooclish eouti cb Sabae G Oup
Regiueut ond the one on our 16¥E flonk.  all Cowpunics sctrollss i s.ored of syipers,
o nuaber of which were reported,
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On 28 October 190, at 1160, the 34 bt lion a8 cavance gunrd £ar tae Repluent
moved along the Breds Highw.: .no 2552 Yria, At 1800 neer xijsvurgsia, Lollad
the Battalion with PEV Compeay luids.gi, Sonbf choG bhe snasy and Gue to duriiiess,
the advancs was halted and the <lculios ~osibion «23 developea sud fouwia te oe onl)’
2n outpost, which withdrew «foer 4 srisorers had been takei.

The following nerning "L Colpony +-0i tas lend end adverced 5o iwg the Lorta
edge of hijsvergen,yhere the c.cin wus smtieted in foree along & i cilitke &
fight ensucd during which Cent. Dor wulso;, wos Gy of BLR GonpeiLy ¢id u supero
job of directing artillery fires. %o s’ rotolisbed with crtdilery snd woxters
ond self-propclled gun fire which dure.ctu o oW voldeles wnd inflicted soie cusuzl-

“ties in the rear crcas a8 w L w8 Corr . 4 Picldof Seoa Liies v e spnecowitered !
around a road block. Ini the diricicss Leas et A . AR EaT B bl 051} SR RE |
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the canal and the Battalion went across in force., This attuck wes the first ccordiiatsud
attuck thet was éxecuted by the Battilion. Flans were corefull; 1 id 71 rtiilory
fires werc prepored. BEach Rifle Caupiny sent out putrols to its froat whach patrols
successfully located enemy gun emplacenents, Thess emplacouents were destrored oy
"HW Company's mortars and the artiller, propercticn which proccded the ctb.cke Thc
plan generally was for VL' Company to hold the river line while "I" Couwpuny attocked
around the right and "K" Company wrow.d the left. The artillery prepurction vhich
consisted of artillery fires from tioe supoorting artillery Dettclion wad caditionsl
fires by Division and Corps artillery units, precedea the ztieck for over 30 minutcs
and when the attuck jumped off it was so successful thet a cdninmn of casualbics wus
sustained by the Battalion; but & great auwuber of losses wers suffercd by tac <oy
in dead, wounded and captured. after this attuck the Batteldon wes rovartod to
Regimental Reserve and followed the other bButuelions os they contiuued th. cuviuee,

i
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The Regiment was regrouped ih Leur, Holl.nd in prepurction for now ittacks,
and after mich plurndng to cross the .ork Aiver ot Leur, it wes deelded luss expensive
to eross at Stundarguiten. The 3d Lrttalion crossed end went through the 4i5th :
Infantry, advencing continually until the worriing of 5 Hovembor after o duy and night
push for 3 duys. "I Company wes hit by wn cuviy aubush, which reeultsd i soue
killed and wounded. Iiine ficlds were c¢..cowitirod . nwarous plieced exd wers reuoved
by the ammunition and Pionecr Plateon, Tuis operition etded the cwupuii in Holland
znd the attachert of the Division to tie lst Caiwdian ariyse

T L TR

On 7 Hovember 1944, the Battalio. woved o, motor vwhich wes & difficult uctor
murch, to an aesembly area near Aschen, Gurpc.,» #leents of the Division it this
time relieved the lst Division. The poriod of tids diwousc in the woods w.s umds
notuble by misercble weather, rain wid suciy wid by vlens for o wtbuek wadch wors
again andeagads put- of £ dueto the £0€¢ thet «Fr support could rct be us.i socuuse Tl
of the weather. On the 16th of Noveioor, the obuilion moved inbo on assxoly arce i
at Busbach, Geruiiny. On wmoving iy "L" Coupuny suffered cusu ltics froa el ' ;
artillery fire from chnomy occupied Stolbsrg. 4 forward botsclion Cl.Pe wis sct wp :

in the odge of Stolberg-and during the soriod of weiting for the cbt.ck, w@.8 con- i 5
tinually heressed by enouy artillery fircd. Trso.saettelion Cciamicatio..s Platoon ;

wsintained this C.P, before it was put icto full operstiorn -nd soxy nigat the Arc
lincs laid in the town were cut :nd nowded Tepoirs it sus wssuwsed thit i scus
cases civilians cut the liacs, ~ '

: “n-the loth the ettack wes lawidizs un =idl 287 with VEW ang "LY Uanpendos on
the line, “EY Compuny in reserve, cnd it Uiy suoporddi. ot abuc ¢k wivh inchine
guns -and morturs, The tttack wes procoded op oir and artiilory bombordsoit, oub
still the cneny resisted stucbornly and inflicted guite heavy casusltios on the
Buttalion, This wes the Battulion's first r=l cxporicues in house Lo hruss fight-
ing, in which kind of warfare they liber bec:ic highly proficient, The pressurc wus
maintained, wnd using smoke ‘ud artillery, "I" Copeay a8 sble to surroand a pill
box which proved to be the key to the cutiz: difouse of that sector. "E® and VLY -
Coupanies pesscd the pill box, eorntiiuitg to pursus and anminilate the Snay. _U;-
the worning of the 19th, the positic: wes tolen snd Hill 287 wes held by the Third
Battalion. 2
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. ficld, got behind the eneLy and remtisisa-t

On the 20th of Hovember LM Compuny wes serbt fo nelp W Counviny who hod run into
a strong pocket of resistaace. "F' Coupany moved on and “L" Coupiy mozped up.  Thep -
Then on the 21st the Battaliod moved towerd the industrisl eity of Eschweligr. The
Bettalion was i reserve on the wove until 1430 on the £26, ien the buoiclion wes
given the objective of a smill settlcent on the cutsidrts of uisweller hich included
& hugh factory, The Coupcnies crosseu the Tide Iiver here uader axwvy artilliory fire
and had herdly wore thenh crogsed on tue 2th thna tll "asil! broke looge. artillery
‘ud mortars fell 1ikc hail won the Coi iy positions sand encay naclidns suns, riflsnen
eud all, toox & heavy toll on the Basbl

tdion steongbhe. Dupdng this ablack the Goann-
nicutious pletoon worked day and night in & vodn eifort to andntadin wirs columrications.
hey laid 9 scparate 1iies across this fire swent grouids The radio operators were
shot ot repextedly wnd oimsed out f thiir roof top positions.by artiller; fircs.

Here ut liothberg the hasd set extensi -2 fothe 300 radio was devisid,

One platoon of ME" Company, 18d oy Lb. Parrs, egvanced soross & bread opon

g for 36 hours, sulping and agioriiizing
the enemy. They killed 3n the neighuorho f 50 to 60 of the wnesy ond coutrituted
greatly to the su('cess of following atbacks b the Satbelion.

At 0730 on the 25th the Battalion restesu the afiack tnd thougn the ctiick was
suceessful the strengih of ths Batt, lion hid peon so depieved taot basy . crontt sure
thet a stroug cowrter--attack wouldu't pusi thed vack, She Uuue of « Lupay - could sce
groot nuibers of the enewy moving buck &ild fiz¢ wis kept on thols But over s9, the
defense was incdeyuate in mumbers. Hoodguorhars bgL;p;n viea therefors orgered on the
line and the Bottalion cvjective wes securcd i the faece of henwy fires frou nortars
“ad artillery. * ¥he action was culmincted for the _;c scbbelion uhen purts ol nat.h
thi First and Sccond Batbaliers Dassee thr Ty Tdrd Bottolion., -Tas-pae yerabion W
suceassful aid Srout aWiirs OF Drasoasrs wore beaul, oub the Dot it su u

hesvily, and wss In foed 5T S rost. .

The weck thut followed the wttocs o -uiliieilsr cs spet 1. sorviesng 3f oquip-
et and vehiecles. kiena were se"t. 5 - -_--.,t':.t,, Sloiig; ast Heals; slaty fut church
serviecs werc provided. Ths Medic ~vorecdiig herd, sdministered t o0us shots

and trected numercus ;il...e:rts. .;.:_? Pz .;,'-;rca-,-,....u‘n.-: wore Peceived ard sonct rojiacouent
officers joined the ttolion, -

On Decepber 2, the 5 tt lion wovac o to- 63 town of Toha, s e 88800l erecs
Frod-bere; ftoer due recuimaisiic orassic - wis pads of the Frde Hiver ot Inalio
& forvard Bn C.P. was usteblishod in wacer ver, tieklish conditiore and in
spite of the fiet thot the town wis oo shull=d stetdily, In tho arosedi g of Wha
Inde, K" Conpuay led the way efter thc 010, no.d Tound ctwuch of & Hridge Ua saich
to cross. "LM Couprn cnd then I0 donocor 011 Dwude"EY Componyds 1oid acrous tho
river without gréit iscident. The Pyt thet followed wab o ntsbt) &fC u'i ;
Coupanies nwved into the first few kousds tusab 10 Jurds Ircd the River aug blu“l.f
pushued the. encuy bock by o Lu,‘.lti' usou bettls froi house to-house, Hangy c..lw‘.t‘.rh-
attucks were lawnched by ths Gericns, aut were successfully repelled: Loy head
to hand batties were foughy iu nxsw 5. is eellors ¢nd cn tha street. Hiud grensdes,
rockets and rifle ~renades as well rs vay sngnine guis, pistols <o riflss
woie Tired i re.t Wiwis,  Fiigled e nne b LuoatTBLE Shras
from the River and the proseurs s stu

to oo des. - Tabeored

: zu.tuhllo. Isi position and pre~
puring to continue the cssault. o 1% t‘w—-: ;;b.,-,l.iar.r‘. Yuilb & Bedler nuddge
across the River, coutinuelly subiccue - ang morbar fires. aiheli-the
dridge had besa caupleted; tarks weye Lovew S0To68 tho bridge- tlcng with sone 57 a8
enti~tank guis,
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The Battalion Headquarters anti-tank and Regiuental anti-tank platoons both
v igzed tonk fighter teans und aried with "Bazookas" and automatic weapons. These
t. s were w.olaced in strategic spots though no tanits were euployed by the enewy,
tacse toams wid serve to fend off close in attocks by S.P.'s und aided in knieking
de.m buildinss occupied by enamy soldiers.

& coordinated attack on the 5th of December was plenned for 1500. This plan
i..cluded artillery preparations of the supporting Beitalion and heavy concentrations
¢f & iuch guns as well as lomg range lachine gun fire and morter fires by "M' Company.
1 &S uere used to knock dows some conerete .iclls over which "I¥ Company was &ble to

s hes. Tho plan was for "KY and "L" Conpenies to aintain pressure. frontally while
v 2 Coupany oved around and struck fron the right flank. This operation and the
sreceding artiliery fires was 8o guecesaful thut the ensmy was completely surprised
w40 the result that by njghtfall 176 prisonsrs kere tuken from the eneny's forge.
Iv wus during this 2 that Capt. «hitney single hended captured 15 prisoners with-
. #ep bourd as his m 2aPon .

¢gn th: 7th &n unus fieree counter—cttick by the enemy was launched against

“rs Bstwelion, but vas - broken up with the nic of the artillery and co-ordination of
.11 weupous, and again the attack was resuncu .ith the fighting continuing fiergely
.4 bitterl; fur cach part of,ground. On the £th, wiother counter-attack was sus—

t ined and repelled by the Battalion. On the morning of the 9th, an "I" Company

v trol contacted an enemy patrol and « brief fight ensued in which a see-saw action

- soUped wheréin first our soldiers were captured aud then recaptured aleng with their
i.crine gun. Finelly 13 bettalions of artillery were brought to bear, in counter-
s.tter, on the enciy positions which broke resistince in the towvn of Inden.

4

2 the 10th at 0800 the Battalion resumed the attack on the north to take the
& @ of Schophoven. The attack went rapidly, but duc to sncther Battalion's re-
_uirement of taking the town of Pier, tho sttsaek by the 3d Bettalion was held up
"t 800 y.rds outside of Schophoven, weiting for Pier to be teken. Reweining on
t . rlicht r isc was harvowing experience, for, though few casualties were sustained,
t..2 juei were forced to live in for hules wiich resulbed in several cases of t,rench-—
£ .t snd 2 eold umdserable nights. During this period the enviy kept pounding the
- ttalion's position with morters and ertillery cnd swept the area with small arms
11 Ca

5y 1600 on the 13th the town was tzken, but the position wus still precarious,
bocouse of 4 stubborn enemy strong point in ¢ castle neardy. This was finally re-
t.zoe after scie diffieulty by another unit and on Tocember 15th the 3d Battalion
¢ pulled out for a long awaited &nd much necded rest.

a From the 17th of December until the 23rd the Buttalion reacined in Eschweiler,

fr.sqy, resting, refilling key positions and replacing and revamping its cquipment.
(. the 23d the Settalion relieved elements of the 83d Division in the town of Lenderss
Jorf, Gemanuy, clong the Roer River, The Bottulion remzined here until February 7th.
Tuis period of defense was occupied in patrolling zcross the Roer river into eneny
1iaes in attaopts to capture prisoners. The town of Lendersdorf was periodically
s..11ed by enewy uortars and artillery which eaused scme casuslties. Our artillery
rob.ligted ia dnd and mortars as well cs wachine guns contributed to continual

h ressiaent of the enewdes positions across tis river. In this towm socie of ths
6..unications cnd A & P men discovered & water driver electirc generator which,
tixrouzh the efforts of these people and tnc Brttelion bxccutive Officer was put into
Louration end maintained, #4s a result, everjone had electric lights, but due to the
c. 1ld weather cousing ice, ete, the water power often failed and ot times the lights
~ore oub,.
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_up with eaeh Cowpany. paving separ e 4AT

¢ellars, m ths 5th the troops is

. The Companies were juiir.d wibh She ariirso wo

On Febrmry 8th the &tm:l dcved bacic o Sschweiler where preparations wer
—-ge to cross the Roer and poess on to Cologlie, Thuse next fer wuys were Lirked by
& hua!.:l.e and ado by everycons! Iuvipient anc tfoeps ware woved .n: & -xdwtie-;-!{:'-—by
cumm:.s:nce was continuous and en oiv of suspunec and excitenent do ..-te.d qti,w :fhole
area, "I" Coupany was given the t.sit of keeping the Focp nivep Wencked’ to hid

setivity along it's bdm:s. A : st

4t 1800 cn the 24th of Febemary; bhe Butinllon noved to Murdaweilor, Gernmany
veginning =e series of‘ rap.l_d r_ﬁov‘:s end test furious setion which euliinsbed wita ‘:.'ne
il J‘_{?’-‘- g 7l 42 07 Golognel

A
e AN

n AcTEAS Y Jogr, ot 0930 on the 26tn duto Merzenieh, at

e 'i__s‘.i---xl _g—"‘hr e Sakbeiion wes more or leds split
g of geeliing lines of departure, widely

I fb.:h At 0130 the Bzetalion roved to Sindorf, .

On the 25tb, int D

1630 into Zwir, Frow bren urt

separated objectives, ehd, oo the Ist A
Germeny, agein in reserve.

avtack] It wes during the laying of th
injured at the 2d Behtuliod | .audrgu‘ Yol e,
7.3 toun of Sindorf from e 18t to L G 3¢ subjechec :(.3 bom:
ing, ot rzny cusualtiec PRl ite { JJE' fwch Leterind dennge was dune,

s thet tho Babtalion Comsnder ws

o gjn Widr com. nd of Uajor Rynn moved o Ho rren cnd

pL ;_,_;L'I] Nhis rove touk the Bettalion through a

1r,}e 2t least 100 prisoners were taken and cmcuut.ed_
dpl. Touis Meins, .n busc hbell, the Battelion ran

into its! first serious c:l.v:_li,m F,J.:;.L r'undrbd of civiiiins wers huciied in a
ase and fufore they wers deamitted to go to thelr
church yard cnd finally «fter "fﬁff S BBG ulibely BHGY JERR R 8
o ; i Gompeny Jeading the Battalion ware the first

Infuntry troops t‘ vater $he “,11 )f f. "..,.?n.a (i tho 6th f_"f linxed, Li"- .;;'.‘;L.-}:
into quite still resistiics ood DY L, Todas trd i.._—;g ‘4'--“1""_':‘1‘5’ P LREAS LUK §
was reduced and over !,‘f, o 1 r)j R m:.rs ¥ ,1.._ Tuku.‘a \JL -.J..» ru.., the Hetiolkion pr -efsaeu
on through Cologne. S el Ferl _u.n,n{' Fehiabsnce tod et oS, K bouoaw resoliod Lhe
Rhine and at 0803, T ~Gupiny £i59 noved sobp ths ounis of Vhe Riudne kL

On the 3d of March the Had
#y- here, Loved on the town of
dense woods und taruough a chates
oy the Battalion i.P. Sgusd ied

Froi the &7 t.u the 21st of karx ch the Satbedion I'gi_”i'..‘i.lla(‘i in & ree Vo '_1;-:.;:_’1,:1.;1-1,
resting, reor: Azing and 'Jr(,:x‘rilﬂ, for future LVES. .'.:L-.u:krms u_f' t;e ' G 1. Tt witry
were relicy - oy the Batta iion in & m.ss shifbving of the.-l.:..m,-sv. _Snn‘u'-s;. JBBOS, SHLMEYrS
and gene--1 reshapiig was corried ont wlong ¥ At o training schedule which includsd
tr & in use of river crossing assavlt boabas

On the 224 :f lared the Batvalion Bov 4 vy mobbc zoress the Kdno fdver over tie
J Corps pentoun oridge just South . of Bip, dntoran assenbly area b T "4\1 Germin’.
Jore the Bottalion wes stiachsd to Lhe 04

. aiee and bredving in tooe riding o

tactics was conduetec. Tno enbire wnit wos

vy Lt, Col. Hog 1 of the 33d ar.aored Regliisnbs

Onthe “5th the Task Foree oved “ro v Hovel to ;iucrll.u_z, The Tasic 24 13- in
reserve initiclly; bub on tne 2¢ of L 1900 34 woved o albenidizchen ,nt‘ the
szue night wes cozdtted, leavin, «l lesaing eolwa,  Ihis eoluun hud
nurdly cleared the town of mltoniire hod o bride pat brisk fight. The
night wus filled wita tracsrs and drel loddions. . dommes aaa nouses curning
brighlty, 1it up the couatrysidsz.. oo ; 4.kt on tns @th the colwn wes abopped
bepause of = deéstroyed oricgs Li wha Lisbe r ivor. A detim wis rrds nnd tie river
forded,- -Then began a repid P throtgh town ofter o, dap and ndgat tirough
radin and fog. .

Plans were ,!_:J; sy the rest of the hegiient for & continued

48 the reault of long ringe Pner_br ueavy shelling, .
- 18, - ebrating end she]_l-

arroced :Legﬁ)..xuf of the "]f‘ armored Hvisicae

in &8 Iaek Forcs Hogan aud wwes colwtded



The way wes littered by German trucks und tonks that burued merrily. acamnition
trucks exploded frou tiume to tiue, scattering fire and singing metul in all directions.
On the 28th, the town of Elkenrath was passed through, but outdide of Derschen a 20 mm
f1 .k gun was encountered and knocked cut after u brief fight. On the morning of the
2:th, Task Force Hogan uoved into Dillenburg. Here the outfit got & rest and resupply-
ing s well as aucintainance check. Kitchens were brought up and hot r.eals prepareds
Ir. this town iuny recaptured P.ii,s were fed from the left—overs in the kitchens. These
people seemed half sterved and would eat nost cnything.

From Dillenburg, the task forece conbinucd its dash across Gerrany on the 29th of
Jerch at 0700. The cdvince was slower beciuse of stiffening resistcnce. Cosucities
were suffered dail;s and through the excel unt work by the liedies, ropidly cured for and
evicusted. .

On the 30th the Tusk Force broke out ont. an open plain and advanced on the town
of Wewer. Here & classic fighttook plice betwsen cur soldiers and the fancticil S8
Gerizn troops, The eneny ewployed Panzerf usts, Grenades, rifles, Lachine guns 2nd
pistols aguinst the Battelion. But no artiller. or heavy weapons. The fight raged on
for 36 hours during which tiue many Germen soldiers were killed or cuptured. The
Buttalion suffered nominal easualties as o Battolion whale, but "K' Company tock the
grectest loss. On ke Ist of april the T.sk Furcs wus elit up with a headquarters in
esch of Wewer and SalZkotten, Military rule was estoblished ond minor affairs of
government kept both staffs busy while tanks, heuvy weapons and riflenen munned road
olockse Foruer French P.l.!'s were used as cuxiliary police who helped patrol the town.
.iay ex~Ger.ir. scidiers were picked up ond hospituls whieh housed Geruan wounded were
ca ckeds The entire period from the 13t of april to the 5th was devoted to administrat—
ion, T

On the 5th, at acbout 1800, Hogan's Task Force oroceeded to Schmechten, ¢ distance
of 26 or 30 wiles. This trip over uountuinss:ad througn woods wes mads undor the worst
possible econditions. The roads wers ruddy, the weathur daup end cold and particularly
through the wood the darkness was like o blick cloak over all, Nuserous aceidents
oecurced «nd nmeny vehicles left the road and mired dowas The entire night wis spent
loc.ting umissing vehicles and finslly at duylight, all vehicles were closeu in the area
cnd wecounted for,

after 2 doys in Schuechten, the tash foree crossed the Veser River and moved up
to take the town of Northein, Anocther brisk fight tock place and the air Corps was
c:1led in on & long colwm of enemy vehicles which were ull knoeked oute The town of
Herthein was entered by "K' Compuny while "IM cnd “L" Cormpanies flanked ths town,.
Fights with eneiyy S.P, guns and Infintr, ended with anovher Buttalion viectory, The
tunks coudun't get into town ot once bectuse of & destroyed bridge, so the doughboys
lcd the attack,

On the 10th of April the Tusk Furce ..-ved through Northein and on te Duderstadt,
dore stiff resistonce was met here fram tenks cnd S.P.s, bub the Battalion with its
tanis knocked these out and moved un cround .erbis, into Silkenrode ond then into
Bartoleids, where the Task Force was broken up and the Ariored Battalion went on another
mission. In Brotelode, after the Aruor had left, tas Ecttalion recelved nuuercus
attachuents which constitubed Tusk Force Reuge. Pians were laid for noving beyond
Hordhsusen to securé o road net cnd then an attock berond there. On the lith this
task force moved toward Dolau with the ultiiete objective of the Gity of Holle. Dolau
4.8 taken after only slight resistance, but the bridge into Helle hud been destroyed.
O the 15th T.sk Force Rouge moved liurth and crossed the Sacle river on a 3d Arnmored
uricge, then cut Scuth and moved on the City of Hulle. 4s the city was approached,
resistance stiffened steadily. The ruin enciy weapons econsisted of Panzer—fzusts and
riflcs and rechine gunse On the edge of dulle, the luading elenents c.ptured large
fcod werehouses. Civilians were engaged in whtlesale looting of these stores,
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This wes stopped and the Battelion Anti~tank ¢nd a & P Platoons were placed on guard
over these warehouses. The attack un the city, ueanwhile continued, In the city of Halle
were located « nuuber of militury schools, us well us Luportint Geruan wdlitary installat-
isns. It was cstimated thut almost 5,000 Gerien troops were located in this tom. The
bulk of these troops were Vishrmacht soldiers, but therc were & nuiber of SS troops who were
in ecntrol and foreed the Wehruwcht scldiers to fignt which they did effectively. The e
town wee to be spured bombing and shelling bscause of nuaerous hospitals znd other non-
militery instellotions, Ultimatums were sent the Gerucn Gorrison Coimvander, but because
of the SS troops, he was unable to surrender, .

The exh.usting process of methodically going thru each house cn sach street went |
on iad on. The nuuber of casualties was not grest compared with previcus actions in
which the Battelicn tock the leuding role, out cueiy snipers or fiflewen took & toll of ?
the Battalion's strengta. On the 17th, :ver 700 priscners were taken in & very few hours, L
The final tetel for the Battalion was well over 2,000 teken in Halle. The fauous Count
Felix wen Luckner was found in the town znd pliced under guard after his required visits
to the rear.

On the 19th, after many weury hours cf grinm and bitter fighting, the town was cleared
and all mopping up was completed, Thern freon Halle, Task Force Rouge moved to amendorf.
On this move the Sattalion was completely rnot-rized by virtue of iany Geruasn trucks of
eiviliua and amy stock. In auuendorf, nzny more priscners were token and cvacucted. No
fight oceured here end the Battalion setiled down to get & well earned nights rest, &t
Arswndorf a Gernan half-track asseubly line was discovered and placed in operation by the
Battalion motor Officer, & & P Pletoon and anti-tank Platoon, The Dattalicn got 15 hald-
tracks therefrom, and finally Regiment took over and cach pattalion was given the same
raser of these veiiclas,

On the worning -f the 20th, tac Task ©ores woved on again to take the towns of Grobers, i
Macheitz and Frieroda, Again light resistance was ust and tne Batvalion nived in and
seeugien quickly, The sattalicn was supposedly bo rewain in ticls position, but on the 22d
of april opders came to move to Hohenprisssnitz to relieve anstnennunit there.

The Battalicn ioved in and set up along the [mlde dver over which no bridges had
been built. The Battalion A & P Platoon construcsced 2 foot bridges over the river, using
make-shift maverials, such as barrels, pipe, plenks and cable. Later the cngincers built
& treadway ponten bridge, which imuediately creatod trouble in that the civilians wanted
to eross the river on this bridge, but vwers not peruitted to. Continucus guarding was
necessary. Fro the 22d to the 28th thsrs vas & daily surrcndsr of from 6 5 76 eneay
troops. in sne instance the Battalicn Cuiwm.dor brougnt in 76 Geruens wic wore riding
bicycles and were veing herded along b, one sciier on a German notoreykle. Patrals were
sent across the river to ascertain thu vnuay strength end the first oatrol resulted in
casualtics by virtue of a surorise assault oy the cnew, and the fanatvic action of cne
Poi., who dcliberately set off idnes, kiliing himself and wounding 3 hamerican soldiers.
aicther patrol was to cross the ljulde River and atbenpt to contact the Russians between
the sulde and Elbe Rivers, At the last Linubc rucrs were changed so this group consisting
of cnc syuad from each rifle Company reirforced oy machine guns from upm Cenpany and
eormandad by Lt. Canglalosi of "I' Cozosny wersly s:eurcc the Zast banks of the ldulde. i

On the 29th of April the Battalion cercfully laid plans to petrol to the Elbe River
5 locute and cliuinate any remaining groups >f resistence anc b report locstion of
f ou ur amwnition stcres. The patrols reachod the Zloe hiver oub no eneny were located.

On iay 1, 1945, the Battalion swoved to #ilsrourg and relieved ancther unit. Here a 4
guard was placed on the bridge aeross the iulds Rivor zad contact and visits were nade
tv ur U,P. by the Russians and at the Hussien C.F. by the Battalicn's verious coumanderss: l«
In the course £ ti.: next few days -ver 2000 fopmer Poll.s of allied nations were evacuated.
Here in Silenourg the Battalion remsdir.ed, carrying cub routinc gentry duty end adminis-
trative functions wntil the declaration of cessation of hostilitics on 12 .y 1945 at :
2400. . A
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