
The attached statements were made to students , prospective students , 

parents, secondary school representatives , and members of the University 

of Al abama staff in Huntsvi lle by Charley Sco t t on May 16, 1964. Several 

have indicated that these statements may be useful to others who did not 

hear them. Any changes , cor rections , or addi tions to these stat ements tha t 

may i .mprove the pres en ta t ion that all of us shoul d be making as a result of 

the announcement of Dr . Rose on May 12 will be appreci ated by the author of 

these statements. 
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As the state Univer s ity of Alabama , the Univers ity of Alabama is 

committed to provide the needs in education of the citizens of Alabama, 

and it does this wi thin the resources availa ble to it whil e maintaining 

e&cellence in its every undertaking. The University of Al abama can do 

no less than meet the cha llenges which face it while holding competence 

as the basis for building. A chal l enge has exi sted in Huntsville for the 

providing of higher education oppo• tunities at a ll l evel s with considerabl e 

emphasis on the scientific and t echnological programs . In the words of 

Dr . Frank A. Rose, President of the University of Alabama , in his 1963 

state of the University address to the faculty , "The problems of the 

present and the future are staggering and sometimes bewildering; but this 

University has the resources - human and material - to accept the cha~l enge; 

and we will." 

On Tuesday , May 12, Dr . Rose gave tangible evi dence to i ndicate that 

his statement was more than idle words . 

To quote Dr . Rose agai n, 

"The next step •••• will be to offer in the Fall Quarter, 1964, a 

full time day program for a substantial number of beginning freshmen • • • • 

Further, the Universi ty envisions establishing a program allowing s tudents 

t(K'complete at the Huntsville campus all the requirements for a degree." 

The content of these and other statements in the announcement commit the 

University to the f o llowing s ituations : 

(1 ) With the opening of the Fall quarter of 1964, s uf ficient c l asses 

wil l be provided for ful l time students to begin an undergraduate college 

career on a full time basis. 

(2) Cl asses will continue to be provided during the year to make possible 

the completion of a freshman year by those student s during the 1964-65 school 

year . 

(3) Expansion of the present program will take place during the day 

hours to meet the needs of the full time students . 

(4) By the time that those students who enroll as full time freshman 

should normally receive a degree , the University wil l have provided the 

opportuniti es for students to obtain a degree in r esidence in Huntsvi lle 

in a limited number of areas. 

(5) With the build up of faculty and facilities to carry out degree 

programs for ehe enrolling full time students , the same opportunities will 

become avail abl e to the part time s t udent s now enrolled or who will enr oll 

in .the future. 



Let us look at the se commitments again. 

1. At an earlier dat e a survey was made i n three of the local high 

schools that indi cated to us considerable interest in the devel opment of 

a fu l l time pr ogram for next year. A survey of the presentl y enrolled 

students indicat ed that a l ready we have some full time students (about 40) 

even though we have slanted our p;ogram to the part t i me student. Our 

present p l ans are devel opi ~g such t hat we have concl uded that 100- 125 

students can be handled on a ful l time basis this fall . We wil l of 

necessity have to operate with a limited enr ollment from the beginning. 

We do not pl an to be selective in the choi ce of students but will provide 

for the first ones that are acceptabl e based on the admission standards of 

the University of Alabama. These admission standards will be the same as 

those util ized throughout the University of Alabama, and they have been 

increas i ng in minimum qualifications as the years have gone by . The 

University of Al abama is interested in being assured that an admitted 

student can do good work and that he wants to get an education. On the 

Tuscaloosa campus the students speak of the "The New Student " that has 

evolved tinder the the administration of Dr . Rose as a result of changing 

standar ds of admission arid a changing academic atmosphere . Because of 

facility requirements and faculty build up , we may have to disappoint 

some who desire to enter the Huntsville campus of the University of 

Alabama in September of 1964. We will provide ~lasses for those that 

we feel we can adequatel y handle. 

2 . Those students who enter the pr ogram in 1964 are assured that 

during this year classes will be avail able to permit them to obtain a l l 

courses of a freshman year in son:e areas and the equivalent of a 

freshmen year in other areas. 

3. We are striving to complete arrangements ~hat will make possible 

the offering of all courses needed by the freshman f*ll t i me group in 

the day hours. We will not restrict the day classes to full time students 

only nor will we restrict the full time student from evening c l asses whi ch 

will continue. 

4. I nitially, degree programs are being planned in the Col lege of Arts 

and Sciences and t he College of Engineering. In the College of Arts and 

Sciences, degrees will be limi ted to t hose with majors in English, history , 



physics, and mathemat ics . Mi nor areas may include French, German, 

psychology, and sociology, dependent on the build up of faculty. Other 

areas will be provided as faculties become available. In the College of 

Engineering, some curriculum will be provided. We believe that we can 

carry out at least one year of pl4mning on this curriculum without hindering 

the p~ogress of a student because of the common factors that exist in the 

fresh:nan programs of all curricula. Students interested in Commerce and 

Business Administration, in Education, and in other areas will find that 

the freshman year can be completed in Huntsville. 

Degrees will not be awarded in 1965. However, the University is 

committed to the awarding of degrees in 1968, the year that the freshmen 

who enroll in the Fall of 1964 should normally receive a degree . We 

anticipate that some degree .-programs will ' be completed prior to 1968 and 

that the degrees will be awarded prlk>r to 1968. The speed with which we 

can build up the faculty and the facilities will be the governing factor. 

5. All credits that have been earned in Huntsville prior to September 

1964 will be utilized in degree programs where the credits are applicable 

to the available degree programs.in Huntsville. This fact will make 

possible the apparent completion very soon by some part time students of 

a degree program. We will accomplish this fact for the students as soon 

as it is academically sound procedure to do so. In our faculty build up 

there will be additional upper level courses made possible as we move 

along. These opportunities will be provided as quickly as possible. 

A number of things will be different about:•the Huntsville eampus 

that is developing when it is compared to the usual concept of a 

university campus. We have visions of building a learning campus where 

an atmosphere of sincere desire to learn will prevail. 

(1) Initially there will be no dormitories and eating facilities. 

These may be added as we go along. 

(2) There will be no football team although I would envision later 

that physical exercise facilities will be available for competitive sports 

among students within the student body. 

(3) There will be no fraternities and sororities. 

Other differences may appear but we hope to create a serious learning 

atmosphere among students. 



Some specific topics that will be of interest to you now may be these; 

1. Admission - The admission standards will be same as those empl oyed 

on the Tuscaloosa campus. You may have a copy of our 1963 catalog 

as long as the supply lasts . You will find admission requirements 

involve character, health , entrance examinations (ACT) , and 

application fee , and supporting document s . Applications will be 

made dir ect t o the registrar at the Huntsvi lle Campus . 

2. Registrati on - Registration in any division of t he University is 

possible only after a prospective student has been admitt ed to the 

University and has been notified of admission. Since some time is 

invoeved and since entrance eKaminations are given at specific times , 

early application may save disappointments in September. The last 

entrance examination date useful for registrat ion in September 1964 

wil l be June 20, 1964 . 

3 . Counse ling - Counseling sessions will be scheduled during the summer 

for the purpose of carrying out cer t ain t esting to assure proper 

placing of students in courses . 

4 . Course Schedules - We are pr esently operating with t he usual 3 

semester hour lecture class meeti ng 2 clock hours a day dur~ g 

2 days a week for a period of 10 weeks followed by examination 

periods . Course l i stings will be available in the summer for the 

Fall Quarter. We will continue our pr ograms on this scheduling 

basis. 

5. Class Hour Load - Students will be counseled after completion of 

the various placement and other tests to a ssume f ull loads that 

will vary from 9-13 hours/quar ter dependent on the indicated 

abilities . Continuation of an accelerated pace will be dependent 

on the s tudent ' s progress. 

6. Gradi ng systems, classifications of students , examinations , conduct, 

attendance and othe similar matters will be handled as they wou ld 

be on the Tuscal oosa Campus , 

7. Fees - The amount of fees will be based on the number of hours in 

which a student enr olls . The fees will be determined from a charge 

of $15 .00 per semester hour , laboratory fee of $10. 00 in laboratory 



courses , and a $3 . 00 gener a l r egi stration f ee. Approximate 

quarterl y and yearl y costs are the followi~g: 

(a ) Course fees , regi strati on fees, approximat e laboratory fees , 

and approximat e book costs f or a minimum thr ee quar t er l oad 

(33 hours>• •• • • •• •• • ••••••• • •• · •·· • •• • • • • • •· • · •· • ·••$600.00 

(b) Same for a maxi mum three quarter l oad 

(38 hours> •• • •• • ••• • •• • ••• •• ••·• ••• • • · •·••• • •••••• ••$ 700. 00 

(c) Same for a maximum four quarter l oed 

(48 hours ) • ••·•• • • •• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • ••••• ••·••·•• •$850 . 00 
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