CALL FOR A MADISON. COUNTY MASS MEETING,

g 0

PPOSE THE RATIFICATION OF TH%SB-BAI.LE&-GQNSTI_TUTIUN OF ALABAMA,

B

Trn Citizens of Madison county, who are
oppused to the Convention, Jately in ses-
sion at Montgomery, are requested to meet
at the Court House in Huntsville. on Mon-
day, the 6th day of January, 1803,

The late Couvention assembled in oppo-
sition to the wishes of the great mass of the
eitizens of the State, a very large portion of
avhown were denied the privilege of voting,
and controlled by unprincipled and unsera-
yulous adventurers, whose very names are
strange in the ears of onr people, has pro-

yosed a Constitution, the establishment of
avhich as the permanent organic law of the
Htate, it is our solemn duty to resist by all
lawful and peaceable means in our power.
The plan of government, which this Con-
venticn has framed, by destroying the har-
mony of the white and black races in our
midst, will injure the interests of both, and
~ continually-disturb the peace of society,
by securing to ignorance and corruption the
control of our State administration and of

most of our county and municipal organi-.
zations, will inflict upon us the evils.of mis- |
government to an  extent of which the |

Ameriean people have hitherto had no'ex-
perience; and by destroying the sense of se-
eurity for the rights most highly prized by
men, will prevent the settlement among us
of industrious and enterprising strangers,
indnee the removal of our best and most
substantial eitizens, and put an end fo all
rational bope of the material progress and
prosperity of the State.  We should be sin-
gnlarly neglicent of our rights, and erimi-
nally careless of our interestsif we {:ai]ed to

e

exert our utmdst energies to defeat this
scheme of ession and folly 4

The people of this eounty do not need ot
be convinced that this iplan for the rain of
our State, ought to be defeated. They do,
however, need to be assured that they have
it in their power to contribute materially to

=

united and vigorous action on their part,
the Conservative people of the State can
prevent the ratilication of this so.called
Constitution in the manner preseribed by
| the aet of Congress, we earnestly appeal to
| the eitizens of Madison county to meet at
the time and place above named, for the
purpose of effecting an organization and of
securing united action of all who are op-
posed to that Constitution. We Dbeg our
| fellow-citizens to lay aside, for one day at
least, the cares of personal business, and to
unite with us in an earnest and manly en-
deavor to save.onr State. and. people from
the ruin which threatens them,

The importance of immediate and ener-
getic action among our people is so great,
the results of inaction and indifforence may
be so disastrous, that we feel emboldened
to extend our appeal to the meighboring
coutities, and to urge our fellow-citizens,
throughout North Alabama, to take imme-
diate steps in their seveial counties, to ser
cure thorough organization and united ae-
tion of all who desire to defeat the project
of inflicting on the State the Constitution
| framed by the late Convention at Mont
| gomery. [The above call was signed by
l several hundred eitizens.] =~

(OVSERVATIVE SLASS MEETISG AT FUNTSVILLE, ALY, JAN. 6, 1565,

D —

Pursuant to the above call published in
the Demoerat and the lndepen&en.t, a large
number of the eitizens of Madison county
agsembled at the Court House in IHunts-
ville, on the 6th day of January, 1868,

Maj. James J. Donegan called the meet-
ing to order. and said:

(Gentlemen, you will please come to or-
der for the purpose of organization. The
first business-will be to select a presiding
officer. ] have in my mind's cye—a gentle-
man, I have long known, I knew him Le-
fore the war—throush its duration and

|Binee its temmination. e has uniformly
| been & Union man, not in a partisan sense,
| but a Constitutional Union man, with the
i olive branch in one hand and the Constitu-
| tion in the other. 1 present him as an ex-
i emplification of oyr feelings, and to show
| to our persecutors the trae passport to our
| allegianee, fidelity and affections. That
| gentleman is Peter M. Dox, Esq. All those
who are in favor of his nomination will signi-
fy it by saying Aye—those opposed to it, No,

Judie Dox heing unanimously elected,

!
|
1
ton taking the Chair, said:
i\ o ?

that result. Firmly persuaded, that by

g

- —— G T —

‘--m""“-—h‘\
—



9

Jever Dox'a  Serpon. ¢ therein svithout regard to past political dis-
Fetrow-Crrzess—le woald he a distine- i tinetions—which loeidly  expresses and
tion ty any man, at any tine, torhe - desiz- elearly defines the auhivets Fwhich, will
nated the prosiding offiger ui g mesting of | properly engave our atténtion.” And it is
.ae citizens of Madison couuty, Alabama. | in no spirit of dictation, nor in any senso
Tt is now nearly half & centary since, Leve | frow o desire to control vonr proceedings,
in the county of ){L‘;,,dm%:z égk Hustsvitle— | vhat 1 sugzest that whatever shull be done
perhapg nenr the very place wheye we have Ly us, whether by vesolutions orin an ad-
met—assembled the Uonvention of distin- | dress. and whatever line of remark may ho
guished wen who frawed for- Alabama tst indulged by any of vz, us individuals, * thag
first organic luw, whose provisions, since twoderation in tone, often the Dest assur-

Alom of all monj constitute all that s most

< heen seleeted those whojinother days, have:

©itating response. Yauaday Judge, there-

modified by the State Convention of 1865, |
insueh o way as to seeuréthe future free-

valuabié in our present froe Constitubion.
From the eitizens of this enunty have: nlso,

illastrated the qualities wihich sienily pre-:
eminence in the Legislative Halls of the |

(uatlities of sonrage; of intellizence, and of

plu. whigh did nob veseive afull and unbes-
fore, fellow-citizons, how highly 1 appreci-
ate the honov of being selected a8 the pres

finevof earnestuess of puFpose; iy Le o
distinguishing féature of our deliberations,
Plris is no ordinary politieal “eathering  in
which a seramble for netty office, or ollices
of any kind, is‘to he made. 1f isan
by af free eitizens against whose lharties,
anid dearést soeial, and most elerishol po-
fitical rights-hang heen wimed 4 deadly blow,

Htate and Nation, atthe Bur, and in the pivhichit is our duty, if possible, “to wvert,
cdudiciary. And ivmay  with frath. be snid |
" of the people of Madison County, that, dur-
“ing their entive history, o demand - has |
“ibeon made apon them for a display of the

“The proposad Constitution, which a Con-
vention. litely nssembled at Monteomery,
has sent out to be ratified or rejected by

the votes of the entife ‘adult mule nopey

population wnd of neiremnseribed numlier

“anearnest, unfaliering assertion of prinei-| of the white electors of the Seate, conrains

mueh ‘that is admittedly sxeallent, ‘but, like
a setting ol procions stones, onciveling, as o
eentral fignre, o veriomons serpunt’s todth,
it alao presents that asaiost which tho in-

~ widing officer of this assembly of ‘free and (telligence and the comuton cobseionia of

e~

Caeusé | }jgﬁli;_c:vc.ga' A have faith in the in-

<o duramesting,

and sinee the war;, has maitained unfaltor-
cingly his deévetion to the Union wunder the |
© Constitution ibwas intended by this meet- |
dng, (whatever share any of ity - menthers |

cgruarantee that the voluntarily assamed
- pledges, sinse given, to-the mwintenanes of

~intelligetit eitinevs; and E onake” this ac-fiall enlightened men nwst v
Aen om0 DAy TR S el TR ST e

- - riviine Sl i o
“cause 1t cannobbedonbited that, in seleetin s

as its presiding officer, a well-known Uniow
man; whe, before the late war, and during

may have had inlate events)) ‘to proclaim
its purpose to adhere to that Duion, whose
idiage and expression ean bo found only in

Hry=gs

volti Thoso

& T

“made, are to be found iwthe present” Con-
stitugion of this State, andvin the Constitu-
tions ofost of the other Stites of tho
Union:© Inoaddition, however, to those pro-
vistons whose aceeptahility “has  been ut-
tested by the stutesiunship ol the cotntry,
and whose vidue asa shielidto thediberties
and rightsof the eitizens, exporienss hay
‘eonfiemed; is anvther provision which' ean-

that (')ua‘stihuti(m-‘_' by & respect lb!ji-whﬂsdr' nat e found i any free Cornistitation;
Jimitations and well defined powers alone, ' whose sdoption would *Femder the  word

thie Uniow of the States can have eithor Wi

Beitinen of Albama o By-word and o

legitimate recognition oran assured  con- moekery, and by giving to ignorance and

I sulute yoo, therefure, fellow-
and

tinuancd,
citizens, as Constitational Union men:
thus [ salute you, with themose conti
that the gresting will be recozunized, be-

')

viplability of geath, that the enrnestness’ of
']Jm'pu_sc evinced inthe late stragale, which,

view the prevogatives which virtne and in-
telligence alone can justly or safely exer-

ge eise, will itds spprehended. finally, but cer-

tainly, obliternte the boundaries between
civilization and barbarism; and * consum-
mate the ‘common ruin of all elasses dnd
comiditions ot our people.  As such of you

v its persistence, attested the sineerity “of' who have read the proposed Constitution,

the participants, also alfords the stroncest

the Union, will be ifoviolably Gnaintained,
With this declaration: of owr  relations, |
and af our commion purpose towirds the

have no doubt anticipated, 1 refer to that
partofdt designated ad’ A8V, ander
the title “Elections,” and partienlarly to the

Foath therein preseribied, by swhieh, to enti-

tle one to vepistration, or tovote, he aust
swedt nons otherthings, “that heaceepts,”

which no serious ohjoesion ean or will has *

Governpient transmitted to ws, and i the ! (whieh sipnifies that he veceiveswith s con-
foem trsnsmitod by the Pathers GEthe Re- | seniing mind, or with appirahation and
pabligs b shall, fora fow mom et sk yoor | favary Cthoeivil aod political equality of «ll
considevativn tothe more espuicinl obiects monsunil will not sttempb to deprive any
g0 Wonre assambled in oreo PHEsOI OF parsons) bnwecount of raee, or
gponsa tow call numerausly signed by “eiti- | cotar. or previous @ondition; of any civil or
zens vesiding i every part of the eounty-— | politieal righil  Andy furtherniore, that he
by noitizens, indeed; wht Lave umiteds will not injuce anyg Person oF perions b




aceount pf present or pash support of the
{rovermment of the Linited States, or of the

political and eivil equality of all men, or !

for aflilintion with any political party.”
As [ understand this gath, 16 will

to effect, the d imiranchisement of nine-tenths
of the intelligent white electors of the Btate.
It will certainly disfranchise me for | conld

not takedt without heing mutléy of conscions |

perjury. - And L feel ceviain that the inter-
pretation | have given, i3 the proper awd |
fegal one, - Inthis opinion, Lam sustained |
by the Prosident of said Convention apd. lL.|
possible Chicf Justice of the Htate, thus!
civing us, on this elause  of * the proposed |
Constitution, the benefitof contemporancous
exposition  and of judicial interpretation |

QL=
tainly eflect, and was undoubtedly intended |

4

vwhite ehilidron, Dul a6 bie expenss of white
[people—when I express the opinion that
the people of no State North, would aceept’
a Constitution containinga provision of this
kind.—a provision admirably ealeulated, in
addition g its other recommendations, to
| tempt its administpafors to undertake laree
[ schemes for publie plunder. Indeed, 1 do
| nob hesitate to say that this provision of the
i proposed constitution, of itself, would seenrs
its rejection by the unanimous vate of the
intellizent and honest elogtors of every
Norvthern Sfate. e i

L am [ree to say. therefore, fellow eitizens,
in regard to this proposed Constitution, that
evary consideration which we may give the
subject, and any possible view which we
ean take of it, must determino us to refuss

¥

from the same Jearned and | diseriméneding | its ratification.  dt should be rejected for
exponnder. Jundge Peck, - the President | jts incongruities—for its anti-republican &
anid the possible Chief Justice reforved to, | features—for its wide, and wicked, and ra-

in his farewell address to the late Conven- i lentless proscription, and becguse, shoull

tion, a’th——Lquote bis words, eongeatnlating | it be adopted, by our consent. or through
paticularly the colorad members of that  gur supineness, while exposing us to the
hody—tallwho shall hereafter exercise [ pifiyif not to the scorn of men.it will necas-

this greng privilege, the vight to vote, will | sarilysubjectas that greatest of huamilintions

bave first to swear be will never attempt to
deprive yon (the polored men) of these
your chartered rights, ndrwill he  encour-
age any one else inso doing.’’  To propose
such a Constitution as is here offered for
the acceptance of any ealightened  and
hitherto free pegpie, (lor. “‘acceptance’ in
this.conngetion, as khinxe just enid, medns,
and eaw enly mean, o reeeiving with - satis-
faction . v "u.p!_'Jrub.'l.ki{m’%

though - that Constitution does, mael thut,
- i excellent, but in such monstrons associas
tion, is very like what would be the prasen:

tation afthe semmon. delivered on Mount
(Mivet by Hinwho spake as  never. man

“spake,’  and_ ask its neceptance by the

Liomlde heliever in the Saviour of men, af-
ter interpoiating it with an oath of fidelity
to the fulse prophet of the Mussulman. To
suy nothing 6f the numbers which the
provision would adid to the enlightened eit-
1zens. already proseribed by acts . of Con-
gregs, it need.oonly be contemplated in its

| tho loss of our own  self-respach. - Wor my
L own part, however itk may bes.with others,
| 80 serious are my objeetions to this instru-
 ment, that, did 1 bielieve it canld be perma-
| nently fastened uwpon Alabama as its sus

- prame law, I should he impelled to fly from
i the' State with feelings and from motives
{ kindred to those which it may be presumed .

hastened the departure of richteous Lot in

ccontainingeehis dcht from aneient Sodom ~Rut neaneh
its mons+ .

Canstitution can have endurance :
strous birth, the vindictive spirit- whicly
Leonceived it, the want of character in thosd
who ministered to its advent, and its fea-
tures of unrelieved deformity,—all indicate

pemeral lite and incapable of reproduction.
1f its adoption in this Btate shall he effected
{ by ghieanery or compelled by foree (which
necid not be, if its opponents be byt trpetto
. themselves and earnestly work for ifs defeat)

| the great Northern blasts of popaiar indig-

| mation—of whose power we have already

that, like obher monsters, it musé be of eph-

full scope and menning, to awaken in any. had o foretaste—will. ere another annpal
reflecting mivd visions ef future probable  revolution shall be accomplished, tear jt in
reaiities from whieh the soul reeoils with | shreds, and seatter itand its authors, anl.
inexpressible horror. TR .| its early and latter (sponsors, as the dead
Another provision of this so-called Con- | leaves ofthe forest are driven by the wind
stitutiof should secure its rejection by the | in the tempestuouns seasons of the year.—
vote and by the united efforts of every in-| Then will be afforded-——though notunbappily
telligent citizen of Alabama. 1 reler to Ayt | for us—another ilustration of the truth
NI, title Hdueation, by ahich provision. if | that, though the lightring be tervible, and.
ndopted, will be ereated o socond Jegislative | the earthquake be terrible, the judement of
body, with all the powers of enacting laws, [ mankind,when expressed in indignant tones
Imposing taxes, and of appropriating unlim- | js even more terrible than the most striking
ited sums of money and other property_and | displays of merely physical convulsion.
of doing mayy other extraordinary ti¥hgs | In-conclusion, [ remark again, that we
withoat, g0 far as I ean discover, responsi- | may. well realize that 1t isa gerinus work
hility of any kind. . 1 d,n‘ not refer to the  which we have todo.  This is not the time,
praciical working of this prosision,“which | nor this the oceasion, for mere speech-ma-
will show it to be, and it shoukl be ge en- king By the simple record of this day's
titled. a seheme to eduente the colored ehil- | action, and of the formal deliherations .of,
dtdu of the State, to the estlusion ol the . this meeting must we be judged. Whas
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we have to dois to organize for eflicient,
energetic action and, in addressing eur- |
selves to that which is oar chief duty, may |
we take care that while making earnest
and as I trast, effectual arrangemends for
the defence of our own rights, we also give
assurance, by the manner of our proceed-
ings, and by our formal declaratiohs, that
what we seck to secure are the freedom

and the justrights of all men; Baelk as well |

as white, and the elevation of all," but al-
ways and only inconnectien with the as-
sured recognition, never to be disregarided,
of the supremuey of virtuo and intelligence
over ignorance and its long trainof coneom-

itant evils. Entering upon our deliberations |

in this spirit, and with this purpose, we
may invoke the co-operation of all honest
men—hecause, with God's blessing upon
what shall be here done, every honest man
~no matter what his race, or colar, or pre-
vious eondition, will see that it is in no hos-
tile spirit to any class, but to conserve the
good of all, that we have met together.

" Trusting, then, fellow-citizens, that our
deliberations may have all the sanction

which motives of patriotism, of integrity, |

and of the purest philanthropy can bestow,
I think you for your patience while hear-
ing the few remarks I have thought proper
‘to make, and now invite your attention
more directly to the consideration of the
purposes which suggested the call which
has brought us together,

On motion of 8. D. Cabaniss, the follow- |
~ ing-persons-were-etected  Vice Presidents

and Secretaries of the meeting—viz :

Vice Presidents—Col. James J. Donegan,
Gen’l. W. T. H. Brooks, Dr. Fleming Jor-
dan, Z. P. Dayis, Esq., Hon. W D, Hum-
phrey, Georgze W. Neal, John N, Drake, G,
B, Strother; James . Pride, Gustavus L.
Mastin, Jonathan W. Harfsell, Thomas H.
Owen and W M. Roper.

Secretaries—Dr. A, R. Erskine, William
Weedenand A. F. Murray.

On motion of Hon. R W
following resolution was
adopted :

Resolved, That the President of this mect-
ing appoint a committee composed of fifteerr
persons to report for the consideration of
this meeting suitable resolutious, and an
address to the people of Alabama, setting

Walker, the
unanimously

forth the objects for which this meeting was /-

ealled, and asking their entire co-operation
in our efforts to defeat the Constitution
submitted by the Convention at Mentgom-
BerYy:

Undor the forezoing resolution, the Presi-
dent appointed the following Committee:

- R. W. Walker, Joseph R. Morris, David
Shelby, 8. D.Cabaniss, I E. H. Steger, W.
M. Lowe, Geo. A. Gordon, Saml W For-
dyee, R..W., Coltart, William H. Powers,
l‘.\':l‘.ml, Mutthews, James L. Watkins,- Wm.
H. Whitmman, James H. Bibb, and E. C.
Spragins. '

Daringthe sbhsence of the Comumittee on

Address anu fwesowiions, Tie Tresiflent of
the meeting rvead a letter from the Hon.
Gieo. 5. Houston, regretting his inability to
attend the meeting, and sympathizing in
the objeet for whieh it was ealled. 2
The Committee then reported through
their Chairman, the Hon. B. W Walker,
the following Address and Resolutions:

Address to the People of Alabama.

The Convention lately in session in Mont-
gomery has proposed a Constitution for the
State of Alabama, and an cleetion, to deter-
mine whether it shall be ratified or reject-
ed. has heen ordered to be held on the 4th
and Hth days of February next.

The Convention was eleeted under cir-
cumktances, and composed in the main of
individuals not calculated to inspire publie
ehnfidenee in the result of its labors. Buf
while the people of Alabama did not look
for a wise and just Constitution at the
 hands of that body, they did not anticipato
" that it would attempt to fasten upon tho
State a plan of government so entirely in-
defonsible, so abhorrent tojustice and rea-
son, as that which is now submitted-to the
‘registered voters of the State for theifac-
ceptance or rejection.

The Act of Congress under which the
Convention was assembled, and from which
it derived whatever authority it had, did
not, when properly construed, require the
Constitution to disfranchise any part of the
white population of the State, hut, on the
gontrary, prohibited the @disfranchisement
of any of the male citizens of the State
twenty-one years old and upward, except
such gs by that act were disqualified from
| voting for delegates to the Convention:

The proscription permitted, thoush not
tdirected by the Act of Congress, was not
| sweeping enough to satisfy those who man-
aged to obtain the control and shape the
action of the Convention. The Constitution

roposed, not only denies the rizht of sul-

rage to all who were disqualified by the’
Act of Congressfrom voting for delegates
to the Convention, but, in addition, excludes
from the privilege of voting “all who during
the late rehellion in any way violated the
rules of civilized warfare, '=-terms of con-
venient generality which, construed by cor-
rupt men, may be made to have a very
wide operation—and furthermore requires,
that every citizen, as a condition precedent
to the exercise of the right to vote; shall
take an oath whereby he “accepts the civil
and political eqaality of all men, and agrees
not to attempt to deprive any person or per-
song, on account of race, color or previous

conditign of any political or civil right,
privileg® or immunity enjoyed by any other’

' ¢lass of men.”

The means are not at hand to aseertain
the number of white eitizens of Alabama,
| who by the action of Boards of Registration
¢ were held to be discualified from voting for
| delegates to the Convention, but it is believ-

s
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eiltohave been nat less than twenty-five or
thivty thousand. The number of white voters |
registeréd by the Boards was 72748, while, |
according to the State Census of 18606, the |
white males; over twenty years of age, num-
ber 110,512,

The Convention, by requiring all voters
to take the oath above mentioned, not only
transeended the requirements of the Recon-
struction Act, but clearly disobeyed its man-
date; and by exeluding from the hallot-hox
all who are unwilling to swear that they
are in favor of immediate and universal ne-
aro suffrage, and that, no matter how disas
trous may be the resufts of this hitherto
untried experiment, they will never seek to
change the basis of suffrage in this particu-
lar, in faect, disfranchises n large inajovity
of the white population of the State, For
it is useless to disguisze the fact that the |
white men of Alabama, ‘who ean, with a°
clear conscience tuke the oath prescribed
by this Constitation, constitute a small mi-
nority of our white eitizens.

If the people of the Northern States dé-
cline to confer the richt of suffrage npon a
comparatively insignificant number of col-|

indeed, a novelty in Ameriean politics; and
is ot warwith prineiples whicl havealways
heen deemed fundamental in our syvstem of
sovernment. -~ To reauire a eitizen, as u

Ueondition Of his exereising the right to vote,
| to swear to his belief in the politienl eapac-
ity of others, is a flimsily disguised attempt

to progeribe a man for his opinions; and to
bind voters, by an oath, never fo change a
particular fenture of the fundamental law,
no matter how great a public evil it may
prove to he, is o psll,lmh]e violation of the
cardinal doctrine of Republics that the peo-
Jle have, at all times; an inalienable and
indefeasible right to alter or amend their
formn of government as they may deem ex-
pedient.

The monstrous folly of this provision is
made vet more striking when we remember
that it is net designed to have a merely
temporary operation, but to occupy tho
whole wide field of the fature—that not the
present weneration only, but ecitizens yet
unborn, and their successors through all
coming time, are alike embraced within the
scopo of this absurd requirement,

The proposed Conslitution does not simply

ored men, most of whom were born free and ' secure to the colored population the right
have had the benefit of some education, the | to participate equally with the whites in
people of the Southern States may well be | the control of the government, but, in fact,
excused, if they hesitate to consent to the | establishes the supremaey of the black over
immediate enfranchisement of the colored | the white race.  For while all male negroes
population of those States, formidable in| over twenty-one arve made qualified voters,
number as that population is, and copsist- | the large majority of white ecitizens over
ine almost entirely of freshly emancipated [ twenty-one, are, as already stated, exclud-
slaves, destitute of ‘education and unpre-ed; either by virtue of helonging to the
gared by any training or experiencefor the | class ‘of persons expressly disfranchised,
iscreet exercise of the political privileges or on account of their inability to take the
of citizenship—more especially ‘will their | extraordinary oath reguired of every voter.
unwillingness to assent to the hazardous | It is plain, therefore, that in its practical
project of immediate and universal negro working this Constitution will secure to
suffrage stand justified by the requirement, | the negro population the political power of
that they aha]lJbind themselves, %y solemn | the State—a result so equally abhorrent to
ath, never to retrace their steps, no matter |justice and to common sense that it is diffi-
what calamitics may result from the expe- | eult to decide whether the contrivance of
riment. A just and generous spirit must the scheme is due more to wickedness or
revolt at the idea of “foreing the South to | to folly.  Among all the fantastic absurdi-
aceept in a huge mass that which the North | ties which “the crazy zealots and unprin-
réfects in minute quantities,”—and it is a | cipled demagogues of " the day have ad-
eritel ngeravation of the wrong to compel  vanced, none is at once so silly and so mis-
us to give the suffrage, with one hand, to | chievous as the proposition to declare in the
iznorance, depfivity and inexperience, and, | fundamental law of a free State that igno-
with the other, to wrest it from intelligence, | rance is entitled to more political power
virtue and refinement. Thoughtfu | than knowledge. Stated broadly, the the-

men
will admit that most of the evils of our | ory of this Constitution is that the power
olitical system are the result of ignorance | of making the laws shall be confided to
m our electoral bodies; and the” attémpt to ' those who have the least to be protected by
curé those evils by the gdiition of more ig- ' laws, and that the right to levy the taxes
norance is an odd and perilous application  shall be bestowed on those who have mno
of the doubtful waxim that the hair of the | taxes to pay. '
dog is good for his Dbite. The Southern | Noris our opposition to the proposed
people should be borné with, if they cannot | system  diminished, but rather strength-
unlearn; in a day, the lesson so earhestly ‘ ened, by the fact that its chief authors and
taught by the fathers of the Republie that | advocates are a set of political adventurers,
populir intelligence and virtue are essential | mostly strangers in our Stite, baving no
to the suecess of free institutions, interest in common with our people, atonce
The requirement of such an oath as that” corrupt and incompetent, \VEO have con-
prescribed by the proposed Constitution as | cocted this plan of placing the white under
a yualification for the clective franchise is, ' the dominion of the black race, not from
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any specinl vegard for the rights of the Jat-

nently friendiy relations belweens the twa

ter, but for the selfish purpose of promot- | races, than the refusal of the colored men
ing theic own sgchiewes of personul aggran- | to aiddn the establishmens: of a. Constitu-

thzementy, and who have already shown | tion which deprives so large . a portion of

- that they expect and intend to appropriate | the white citizens of Alabama of the rights
to themselves the ehief offives and honors | to which they bave always heen accus-

of the State, and to. propitinte ghe, fuver | tomed, . Such an exhibition of good judgs

and secare the support of the bleck raee | ment, friendly feeling, and sense of justice

Ly exeiting their prejudices against, and [on the part of the eolored, people; would

stimulating theiv batred of, the native white | constitute a stronger guaranty for the pres-

Iu_:puhtti(m of the State. :

The proposed Constitution establishes a-
Board of Edueation, whose members are
to-be eleeted by popular vote, who are in-
vested with ** full legislative powersin refer-
ence to the publie educational institutions.
of the State,” and who are required to es-
tablish in each township “one or more
schools at whieh all the children of the
State betwoen the ages’ of five and twenty-
one years may attend free of charge.”
They are, also, constituted Regents of the
State University, and have power to ap-
point its President and Faculty. One fifth
of the aggregate annual revenue of the
State, all poll-taxes, the proceeds of all the
public lands, and specific annnal taxes
whieh the Legislature is required to levy
upon railroad, insurdnee, and other corpo-
rations, constitute the edueational fund, the.
whole of which is placed under the control

| ervation of their rizhts, and a bhetter. pro-
| tection against future wrongs than, ecan
| possibly be given by a Constitution which
s infullibly destined to huta brief duration,

No man of ordinarm intellizence can be-
lieve that the permanent supremacy of the
negro population of this State over whiig

meagarably their superiors in
‘among  the possibilities. of - the future,
Such a monstrous. inversion  of natmeal
order can only he.considered. as. a pis:
modie eonvulsion in the body  politie,
which, like similar affeetions in the natn.
ral body, must seon paes away, 1f the col-
ored maen of the State comprehend  their
true interests and wish to secure justice
and generosity from the white - population,
they will deeline. this invitation of :falsa

men of the Anglo-Ameriean stock, consid-, .
erably their superiors in pumber®,. im- ).

n_energy. i
weanlth and intelligence, can be reckonud

and divection of the Board of Kdueation. ' friends to secure themselves a control,
By this Counstitution the Board has no vight
to establish separate schools for white and | they koow to be their superiors in = cduea-
eolored children, but is, in effect. prohibited | tion, numbers.and wealth. 1t s ecruel to
from A0TRE 80, The attempt to establish provoke Iy enmiity of & strongdyr nZainst a
and keep up a system of publie schools in | woaker race, by encouraging the latter to
which white aad black ehildren must sit - assert a rig?t to control and govern the for-
side by side, cannot fail to be a source of | mer—and it is not by way of menace, but
perpetual diseontent and  strife, and we | of sincere friendly admonition, that we say, .
enter our solemn protest against it, as'a  that the future dangers of the colored pop-
measure which awill be productive .of no I_ulatian will bear an exact proportion to the
cood to either race, but which is fraught | extent of authority over the whites which
with incaleulable evil to both, and sure fo | mischievous advisers may now prevail upon
vetard, rather than advanee, the coause of  them to assume. % - Eeeia
education in the State,. It is difficult to |- We, therefore, declare it.as our delibe-.
resist the conelusion that this feature 'of | rate convietion— bt il
the Constitution was framed, not with the | That the proposed Constitution will ‘he

expeetation of promoting the intelleetnal : productive of inextinguishable hatred and .

advaneewent of either race, but with a | ill-blood between the two races in ooy
deliberate intention to humiliate, abase and ! midst, thereby injuring the interests of
degrade the white pepulation of the State; | both, and continually disturbing the peace
Itishoped and beheved that there js no |ofsociefy— . . gl
inconsiderable number of colored men in | That it cannct in the natureof things be
the State, who bave intellizence enough to | permanent, thereby lacking that clement of
sco that such w mystem of govepnwment as | stability which.is indispensable in_any ar-
that proposed by this Constitution, eapnot, | rangement whiegh can be  considered  or

which must be transient, over a race which .

in the natuve of things, he permanent, and
that its temperary enforcement will inevi-
tably tend to exeite in the white pepulation
a feeling of hostility to theiv race whieh
does not pow exist, and which will be likely
to affect their enduring welfare mueh more
injuriously than the defeat of this unwise |
attempt to subject the white men of the |
State to the control of the blacks. Jtis.a !
fact well worthy to be considered by the |
colored people. that nothing conld eontrib- |
uts gnore to the estallishment of perma-

| ouzht to be acecepted as a settlement of rex-

isting difficulties, and  without whiech any
plan of reorganization will be delusive and

misghievous, intensifyine, rather than al-

laying. th agitation and disquiet which .

have already affoeted so injurionsly  tha
public wellare— . . el
- That it will secure to iznorance and eor-

auption the contrel of eur State administra-

tion, and of many of our county and  muni-
“By the saf
Iation waws D32 R0

cnens of 1568, the total whits nopn
~enlarsd 40859,
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fipal organizations, theyehy inflicting upon | people.  Let un then patiently bide our
His the evils ol misgoveritient to an extent | time, and endure with eonstaney and forti-
ol whicl the Ameriean people bave! hith- | tade the ills of ourpresent situation, trust-
erto had*mo experistice, subjecting the good | ing thav neither the feelings nor the inter-
ipeaple of this State to 'a lony train 6f vin<| ests of the Northern people  will permit
dietive and oppressive laws, converting the | their Jong  continusnee, and that, at no
administration of justice into asolemn faree, | very distant period, the peaple of the Sonth,
{Tdestroying the sense ' of wecurity for the now the subjects of miilitary rale, may
SHriehits most highly prised by men, impniring'i‘ aunint become the free eitizens of e ual
stifl further the alveady rodieed value’ of | States in u restored Union,
property, preventing the settlemont among | In conclusion, we earnestly urge owr fel-
us of industrions and enterprising stdingers, ¢ low-citizens throughout the "State, opposed
indieing the renoval of muny of o best | to the tl;llo{:tit_]rﬁ of this Constitution, forget-
and modt substantial citizens, and patring | ting all former political divisions or other
Cancend, during the period of 'its esistence, | differences,to organize at onee, and to leaveo
- torallrafional hope of the waterial’ pros- | untried no legitimate effort to prevent its
©perity or mordal progiess of the State. | ratification, B
© The pale of a Military Commander, swith ) RESOLUTIONS.
all'its known evils and possible contingen-|{ Resoleed, 1. That in the name and on
““eles, has less of terror for the péople  of | behalf of the people of Madison county; wo
~ Alabama than the misrule of o Government tsolewnly protest against tho action of the
founded wpon such o Constitution.  Sub-  so-ealled Convention lately in session atthe
Jection toan inferior race isa more colossal | Capitol of Alabama—a Convention packed

H

- calaniity than a provisional dictatorship, of
“which, when the fires ofpassion kindled by
the late strife die out and reason re-nseends:
the steps of her throne, e are sure to be
relieved.” Our Military Commanders are

againat the wishes of the great muss of the
‘people of the State, hiyrmeans of their ex-
clusion from the  balot-hox—and we do
herehy declare that we will forever hold
the work of &suming o Constitution hy sush

~ ofour own race. “Phey have education and | authority, with the intent to be forced by

‘."'Gx‘per!ve'_r‘r"g&:?’- They may * Le, and, ‘as - we
know. sometimes are, just and hamane men.
T80 2 x b ¥ areresponsibléte, and
controllable by, their Constitutionsl Com-

- mander<in-Chief,” the President of the
Unitod States, and o adl their aetion they
are untler the restraining eve, and amena-
ble tothe public opinion, ofthe civilized
Wil d e ; h il

~In our present unhappy condition, 'next
to our own prudence and digeretion, Tine,
the great pacificator, is' onr best friepd,
find sooner orduater will remedy the evils
from which we are ‘now suffering.  What
is needed to the restoration of genuinepeace
and national prosperity, is not a mere for-
mal; fietitiows reconstruetion, but a vordial
reconcilintion of the Iat

“tions. - This, Pime will surely bringl  As
the fury and heat of the war vecede in the
distance, the vindictive passions it exeited

~will bé displaced by the sentiments of jus-
tice and hamanity, anid  these, reinforecd
us they miustbe by an enlizhtencd “kegard

¢ for their own welfare, will secure, at the
hands of the Northern people, the reversal

*of the oppressive legislation of which ~we

Caretnow the vietims: i

It is not eredible that the Northern peo-
ple can fail to see that ‘the ‘suspension of
~ e Constitation in the Sunth will be fuund.
imeompatiblewith ‘it maintenancs in the
Novtli==or that they will continue tofenore
thie fuet that freedom there cannot Jong eo-
exist with absolutisin here.  Recent events
justify the opinion that, though the so-
called Reconstruction Acts may bLe the ul-
timate decree of the present Congress, they
donot emhody the settled foeling, or ox-
press the deliberate will, of the Northern

ely contending sec- |

military power on the free people of this
State, asa erime against our people, aud
subversive of the fundamental principles of
free government—and in the name of jus-
tic and of the Constitution of our common
country, g0 openly v*ted by these pro-
ceedings, we do herehy appeal to the patri-
otie people of the North to arrest this  at-
tempt to oppose and degrade us.

=2, That. in the judgment of this hsem-
bly, the Constitution proposet by said Con-
vention has been deliberately framed by
desiening adventurers, soens to place the
| political power of the State in the hands of
! the negro population, with the view. not
of s2euring thé rights or advancine tho
welfare of the black vgee, hut of further-
ing their own sehemes of selfish  ageran-
dizenent. and of appropriating to them-
selves the offices and honors of the Stute—
that to dangers threaten our people com-
{'purable to thoge certain evils which will be
entailed on us by such a Constitution;
among which evils we reckon, as by no
méans the least. the sure destruction of
harmony . and friendly feelings between
the white and black races in our midst,
und, consequent thercon, irveparable in-
jury to the interests of both—and that we
feel bound by every cofsideration of self-

respect, of interest, and of duty to our
! conntey, to prevent, by all lawful and
| pencenble means in our power, the estab-
lishment of that Constitution as the organic
 Low of Alabawmn,
[ 3. That, confiding in the patriotism and
[ rood judgment of the - State  Executive
| Committee, of which Gen. James H. Clan-
{ ton is Chairman, we deem. it good palicy to
“conform to such programme of acot.on, with
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the view of preventing the ratifieation of fortify the same by such statoments and
the proposed Constitution, as that Committee | suggestions aghev wmay deem right and
shall recommend to the people of the State. | proper gin the premises; and it is the ear-

4. That we recommendjthe immediate nest wish of this meeting that the said
organization of Clubs in this County for | committee shall, in the discharge of the duty
the purpose of secuving the united and en- | imposed on them, wait in person on Gen.

ercetic action of all who are opposed to the | Meade.
proposed Constitution. .

5. That the. President of this meeting
shall appoint o eommittee of five persons
as a Central Exeeutive Committee for the
County of Madison—that said commiittce
be directed to take steps for the immediate
orcanization in the City of IHuntsville of
a Central Club for the County of Madison,

and to adopt such. other measures as they |

may deem best caleulated to secure the
anited action of all the opponents of the
propoged Constitution, and to promote the
ohjects of the organization, ik

. 6. [Appoints precinet committees to or-
ganize Clubs,)

7. That we earnestly urge and entreat
all citizens of the State, opposed to the pro-
posed Constitubion, who are qualified to reg-
ister under the Reconstruction Acts of

. Congress. hut who have not heretofore reg-

-

-

“4th an (
false counts or fraudulent refurns of the

istered, to do so, and we also urge all suc
eitizens, who have been imptfoperly exeluded
from registration, to renew their applica-

tions, and if rejeeted to repart the fact to.
th eﬁmm.lM‘m;wtm* L AN
£ 7. That we recommend to the people
Ahroughout the State, to take all proper le-.

- gal steps to seen fair. election on the

ath of F

votes cast, of the manuer in which the reg-
Cistration
and made in this State. and if. upon such
investigation, it shall appear that such reg-
stration has leen partially and frauda-

Jently made, that sueh action be taken as

will repair the wiong—thut- we make these
fequests in no factions spivite bat ounly

Cinothe” interest ofgjustice and right, and
] E
el

from a well-fonnded conviction that by the

~ former nction of the Boards of Registra-

tion, large numbers of the eitizens of Ala-

~ hama, legally qualified to register umnder

the reconstruction acts, were denied the . U

right to dg so—in sh{' vt of which state:
ament, attention is eal ﬁ

while, by the. Smtb%wnﬁus ol 1866, tb,eré'-.i
3

were-in the State 1 12 white males over

920 yoars of aze, the registered white voters

~ gether with Gen, W, 10 H.

only number 72,748 from which it is appa-
yent that there cannot be less than 33,000
white men ever 21 not registered; whereas
this assembly confidently declares that
“upon any just or sensible construetion o
the Acts of Congress, not one of that num
ber wers disqualified from registration,
9. That the President of this meeting, to-
sraoks and

-

- Maj. James J. Donegan, ave hereby ap-

% tained in the  foregoing

pointed a conimittee to communieate to
Major General Meade the requests con-
resolution, &nd to

-

ruary, and to prevent | Cox

has been heretofore conducted

to the faet, that, .,

[+ 40. That, the President of this meeting
| appoint five delegates to represent us at the
| Conference of the opponents of the pro-
posed Constitution, to be held in Montgom-
! ery on the 14th inst. :
{1} That we disclaim all hostility to the
. colaved population of the State. and we de-
. clage that the white people of Alabama sin-
cer¢ly desire their advancement in intelli-
genpe, and the enduring welfare and pros-
perity of their race —that we have no pur-
pose, in this defensive movement, to deprive
the negro population of their {reedom, or of a
single right that legitimately results to
them from the late war, or to deny to them
any  privilege that will conduce to their
happiness and security—that we are strug-
aling, not to destroy the rights of the black,
but to secure those of the white man, and
to promote the real welfure of both races;
and that there ean be no peace in society, or
stability in_govern#f¥ut, or happiness in
either race, 80 long &s the effort is kept up
to subordinate the civil and political rights
ang-d psts.of the white to fhase of the

and Resolations. as reported by the

autittee, were unanimously adopted, =
(n wotion of Gen. J. I’. Drake, it was
splved that ten thousand copies of the
Address and Resolutions be printed in
n B%’e; form for distribution thronghout
%&q--;.-,. tate, that a saitable number be sent
i North, and, also, that they be published in
the ity papers, which wus unanimously

Cadopted.
| %ﬁl’reﬁidant then appointed the follow:
jinggontlemen as the “Central Commiriee”
;-ad@: the fitth Resolution :

| WM Lowe. Chairman, R. W. Coltart,
}!J._.%:Young,_ W, F. Mastin and Charles
o the tenth vesolution the President
F nted the following Committee:
%. R. W.  Walker, Gen. W. H. T

otion of J. W. Clay, Esq,, the;gd- -

i
Browks R. C. Brickell, Hsq., Fred. Tate, Esq
and Col. W. M. Lowe, to attend the Confer-
ence of the opponents of the proposed Cou-
stitution to be held at Montgomery on the
14th inst. ' o

On motion of R. W Caltart, the Central
| Committee were charged with the supgrin-
[ tondence of the printing and distribution
of the Addresses and Resolutions, and to
solicit  contributions for the expenses
| thereaf.
. On motion the meeting adjourned.

25 Prrer M. Dox, President,

AL R, ErSKINE. )
. Wu Wesnex, . - Secretarips,
| AR Mugeax. )

—-——
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