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Generel Matthevw B. Ridgevay
bh0O Pifth Avenue
Pittsburg 13, Pennsylvania

Dear @General Ridgeway:

HNMMIn-or,ﬁthmxummmmmlJmc.
Nickerson, Jr., has shown me your letter of 21 March 1957 written in response to
his letter to you of 15 March 1957. Needless to say, I wvas greatly disappointed
h’lm:thtmdomt%thtmhnﬁwmmlﬁﬁﬂmﬁhm-
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%o appear and testify as Colonel Zimmer reguested.

In your letter to Colomel Zimmer you state, "nor can I agree that motive will be

a key question in determination of guilt or immocence of such allegations”. That
statement is, generally speaking, the correct rule of law. Ordinarily, the motive
behind an alleged crimimal act is immaterial, but it becomes material and relevant
when it bears on the issue of intent, and Colonel Nickerson's intent in this whole
matter is the keystone of the arch we are building to support his defense.
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strongly, that it represented ancther step--~and a very long one at thate-in &
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vhittle down the Army and relegate it to & mimor position in the over-sll scheme
of defense of this nation. He believes, and his reasons for belief are convineing
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of our country. I think he is a loyal
of his native land and that he

in jeopardy to defend what he thought wage--
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» He acted fearlessly, resolutely, and courageously,
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Nickerson's motive and intent.
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General Matthew B. Ridgeway May 1, 1957

I am persuaded that I know how you feel about the matters I have discussed.
Your series of articles in the Saturday Evening Post last year were most illumi-
peting end instructive, and shed & great deel of light on your way of thinking.

" For these reasons, I respectfully ask that you recomsider the answer you gave to

Colonel Zimmer.

Awaiting your reply with interest, and with assurence of the wri
regards, I am

H.
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