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Specification 14 l’n that Colomel Johm C. llohuoa. Jurdor, U I. » Orénamse
Corps, Aruy Bel'istic Nissile Ageney, did, at Redstome M‘ h. Alabare,

during the perind from on or about 30 Noverber to 4 Decesber 1
gemeral rogulation, to wit: ' Paragrechs 12 and 67, Army Regulat

j S B

1 Dnmr 1954, by writing a dooument ertitled "Considerations om the Wiloen Mespe

randur”, eonsisting of twelve (12) pages, ssid dosument eonmtaining seored defemes
inforiaiion, the unauthorited disclosure of whisch ocould repult im serious damage %o
the United States, without physically marking said document with the preper military
sesurity olassif'oation, %o wit: fecret.

Spesification 24 In that Colonel John C. Mlekerson, Junier, U. l.

“Co A Mmlilstie 'issile Agenay, did, at Redstone Argenal Ill M
u B8 S ihriod S on or ot ot Dossster 1986 So 10 Decenber 1084, vistmte
‘goneral regulatiocn, to wits “aragraphs 12 and ‘-

Mod v m.c-hr ﬂu. by writing a document entitled !;'-dﬁut ons on the [
Vemorand .r", eonsisting of fourteen (1¢) pages, said dogumert sontaining seeret do~
ferse inforsetiom, the unauthorised diselosure of whish ceuld result im serious
darage to the Thutod States, without physieally marking said deoument with the pre-
per military seeurity olassifiocation, to wit: Seeret,

Specifioation 3¢ In that Colonel John C, Niekerson, Jumior, 7. 8. Army, Ordmcnce

Corps, Army A 11istis Vissile Ageney, did, at Redstone Anseval, Iunuih. Alatess,
oR or about 4 Deecember 19868, wviolate a lawful general regulatiom, %o wits Paragraphs
87 and 79, Amy Regulation uo-o, dated 7 Deecermber 1984, by nui the repreduction

" of a dosument Qoﬂlinin{ seoret defense inforration entitled * derations en the

Wilson “emorandur®, twelve (12) pages in length, and with an imslesure, :a o
total of twenty-one (21) witheut marking sush desument with the
Searet and without properly nf‘omﬁiw this seeret l-m {nformatione

Speeification 41 In that Colonel John C, Niekerson, Jmuor Corps, lrny
Bellistioc ' issile Agerey, did, at R-dstone Arsenal, &mmho Alabesg, on oF
ebout & Decesher 1988, viclete a lawful general regulatiom, e Iﬂl
§7 and 79, Ammy n.;u.uou 3680=8, dated 7 Devexber 1954, by eamsing the '
of two doouments eoilaining sesret defeuse information emitled 'l-n-lu E29 the
::oﬂtnnortbm/!hlumorthhq,mn Nanagewent of the IRMM
Development Program”, duted 9 November 1965, frem 0, B, Wil -‘1
Defeonse and 'lmm’hr the Seeretary of D‘fonu. ubjm.:"u ey
Mr Foroe Nifferences”, dated 14 Aigust 1988, frem Dosald A, Querles, m of
the Alr Foroe, without murkin; such documents with the slassification sesret and
witheut oroperly safeguarding this seoret defense informatiom.

Speeification 8: In that Colonel John C, Niekersen, Juniop, U, 5, Army, Orénanse
Corps, Aruy fallistio ¥iesile Agenoy, 41d, st Redstone Arsemal, Humtgville, Alabema,
on or atout 17 Decerler 1958, violate a lawful general reg:lstion, te wits:. Pare=
grashs 87 and 78, Ar-y Heg lation 320-5, dated 7 Decexber lﬂll,.zmthl ro-
produstion of a docurert sentaining seoret defense information itled "Conelder-
stiang ~n the Wilsom Vermorandux", fourteen (14) pages in length, withe.t marking
ouph doourent with the ollutﬂnﬂm secret and witheut preperly safeguerding this
ederot defense information,

Spesification 81 In that Colonel J hn C. Yiekerson, Junler, Us 8, Army, Ordnance
Sorpe, Lr-y fallistle : isslle Asenay, did, at Redstone Arsemal, !!.. Alabere,
en or alo t 13 Decerber 1868, vicl:te a Tawful goneral ﬂgnluiou, to wits Paragraphs
87 and 79, Arsy Reg lation 308, dated 7 December 1964, vy osusing the repredustion
of a doau:-ant eonSelnins searet d.ror'u inforration entitled 'S-orl'\ﬁﬂ M

Seeretary of Uefense, sibjest: Adjustrent of ArcyeAir Foree Differenses”, dated

10 Septerter 1958, fron ~ilhgr ¥. ‘rusker, Secrstary of the Army, eatd M
gonsisting of eight (#) pured, without parking such dooument with the elassification
secret and withcut oroperly sr.rogua.-dh:_r, this secret defensze inforuatione




Charge : Yiolation ©

Specification 7; In that Colonel Jolm C. Niekerson, Junior, Us 8. Army, Ordnanee
Corps, Army mllistio ! issile Ageney, did, st Redstone Arseml, Humtsville, Alabama,
on or about 27 Decenber 1956, viclate a lawful gemeral regulation, %o wits para~
graphs BT snd 79, Arey Regulation 380=5, dated 7 December 1964, Yy eausiag the re-
produstion of four doeuments containing seoret defense inforsatiom entitled "Con=
siderations on the Wilson Memorandus”, fourteenm (14) pages in lengthy “Mesorandum
for the Seoretary of ths irmy/The Secretery of the Hawy, subject, Management of the
15 §2 Development ‘rogran”, dated 9 Hovenber 1965, from C. E. #1lson, Seeresary
of Defense; "Ferorsrd m for the Seoretary of Uefense, subject, Adjustment of w/
Alr Foroe 'Difference’'”, dnted 14 August 1968, from Donald Ae Quarles, Seervtary of
Alr Poroe; and "Memorsndur for Seoretary of Defense, Subjests Ajustmert of Arxy/
Aly Foree Differemoes”, dated 10 Senterber 1956, from uilﬁr K. Brucker, Seeretary
of the Ary, without marking sich doguments with the clashification seeret and
without proverly safegusrdiry thig seoret defense inforration.

Speoifioation £t In that Colonel Jomm Ce Niekerson, Junior, Us 8. Army, Ordnance
Corps, Ariy Pallistic “iesile /genay, 41d, st Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabema,
during the perind frorm em or atout 1 Dscerber 1958 to 15 December 1088, viclate a
lawful gereral regulation, to witi pars-raph 40, Agry Regulation 380-5, dated 7
Decemner 1964, by caisirg Lieitenmant Colonel Les B, James to transmit and dsliver
ssoret defenge inf-rration oortained in a dogupent ertitled “"Considerati~ns ea the
Wilson Kemorandur®, twalve (12) pages in length, %o the offioe of Drew Pesrson,
Was" gtor, De Ce, Whereby it oare into the pessession of Jask Anderson, an &sso=
olate of Drew Pearson, the said Jaok Anderson being an individual who had mo of fi=
elsl duties requiring imowledge or possession of this seoret dsfense information
ard who hed not beem proverly cleared to reseive suoh inforrations

Speoifiostion #1 In thst Colonel John C. Nickerson, Junior, Us B¢ Arey, OCrduanse
Corps, Arry 'allistic ) issils Agemey, did, at Redstone Arsemal, . pheville, Alabara,
during the seriod frox on or sboub 1 Deos: ber 1968 to 20 Deocecber 1668, viclate &
lawful general regulation, to wits sarazrach 40, Arcy segilatlion 380-8, dated 7
Decerber 1964, Ly caising Welter Wleeran to trangrit asd deliver seoret defense
{nforvation contained in four doourevts e#itled "Considerations on the Wilsen
Meroranur”, fourtsen (14) pazes in lemgthj " euorandun for the Secretary of the
Arvy/The Se-retary of the Navy, subjeot, i ansgevent of the 1A §#§ Development
Progran”, dated 9 loverber 1985, from C. E. Wilsen, Sesretary of Defense; “Nemo-
rardur fr the Secrstary of Defenee, subject, AMjustrent of Arsy=Alr Foree ‘'Dif-
ference””, dated 14 August 1956, from Donald A. Quarles, Secretary of Alr Foroe)
and "Merorandum for Searstary of Defense, Subjest: Adjustment of Army/Aly Foree
Differences”, dated 10 Septer .er 1988, from Wil ¥, Brogker, Seeretary ef the
Arvy to Mllism F, i.rt, Reynolds Yetal Company, individusl who had ne effieial
dutiee requiring icwledge or possession of this seoret defense information and
who had mot teem proderly eleared to receive sush informations

Specification 10s In that Colonel Jotm C. Niskerson, J mior, Je 8¢ Arwy, Ordnance
Corps, Arry “ellistie issile Agerey, did, st Redstone Arsenal, Hurtsville, Alabasa,
on or about 18 Decerber 1858, violate & lawf:l general regulation, %o wits Pare~
greaph 40, Arry Reg lation 3E0-8, dated 7 December 1964, by delivering eeerst dofanse
§nforsation oontained in four doouments ert itled "Considerations on she Wilsom
Nermorandun®, fourteen (14) pegzes in lengthj "Memorandum for the Sesretary of the
Arxy/The Seoretary of “he Favy, subjest, Management of the IR #2 Development
Prograr”, dated 9 Noverber 1985, from C. F. ¥ilaon, Secretary of Defemse) ¥eowe-
randux for the Tesretary of Defense, subject, A justrent of Army-Alr Foroe ‘PAf-
ference' ", dated 14 August 1988, from Doneld A. Quarles, Sesretary of Air Pores)
ard erorandur for Secretsry of Defemse, Subject: Adjustmert of Aray/Ay Yoree
pDifferences”, duted 10 w 1988, from #'1 K. Sruskep, Jeeretary of the
Ary, %o John A. Baurany, o Corporstion of 1oe, an individual who had mo
offieial dutles req . irin; kmowledge or sossession of this seoret defense information
ard who hud not been orooerly oleared to receive sush inforzation,




niform Code of Military Jus

.‘-\ L]
| _Chargﬂ.‘ Violatiom
g

Specification 118 In that Colonel John C. Kiekerson, Junmlor, Ue 8. Arxy, Ordsanse
Corps, Arvy Pallistie Vissile Ageney, did, in his family quarters oa the miliSary
resorwation, at Redstone Arrsenal, Humtsville, Alabese, on or abowt 3 Jamsery 1887,
vielste s lawfil zecersl regulatiom, to wits peragrophe 38 and 85, Army Reguletiom
$80=8, dated 7 Deeerber 1964, by failing to store and safeguerd properly seersh
defense inf-rraticn, ecngisting of two sesret meseages from Lieutenart Colemel WK
¥, lengtson, Chief, :#'A Field Office, Bureau of Ordance, %o the Comanding
General, A™ A, H ntsville, Alatwrm, dated 16 Hovember 1988.

Specificati~n 124 In that Colonel John C. Wiekerson, Junior, Us 8y Amy, Ordnanee
Coros, ‘r-y ‘allietie !'isalle Azency, d1d, in his farily quarters on the nilitary
reservation, at Bedstrone rseral, “ustsv!'le, Alahera, nn or about 1 Jasuary 1987,
violute a lawfil gereral regulation, to wits neragraphs 38 and 58, Arny Regals~
tion 380=8, dated 7 Decsrber 1964, by failing te store and safeguard properly ssered
deferse inforration sonsisting of a seerst dosumemt e-titled ®Army Brployment of
Jupiter (U)", prepared by Office, Chief of Researeh and Develepment, Departremt of
the Ary, and peported on 11 Yay 1088 and 18 May 1088,

Speeification 133 In thet Colonel John C, ¥iekerson, Junier, U, 8, Arsy, Ordnanes
Corps, Arry Pallistie ¥issile Agerey, did, im his faxily quarters en the military
reservation, at Redstone Arsenmal, iurtaville, Alabara, on or abeut 8 January 1967,
violate & lswful general regulntion, to wits paregraphs 30 end 88, Arvy Regula-
tiom 380-8, dated 7 Decesber 1954, by failing te store and safeguard properly ssered
defense inforration consisting of a seeret dooument, subjest, Tramsmittal of Neme
on Comferences Held at J?L a:d wCR (1), so Chief of Ordmamee, Department of the
Arny, Washinztm 28, D. C., Attertions ORDTU, Cole Miekersen, dsted 33 June 1988,
with ome (1) seeret inslosure.

Speoifiestion 14 Ia that Colonel John C. Yiekerscn, Junier, Us 8, Army, Ordmance
Corps, Arry ™llistie : yssile Agensy, did, in his fanily quarters oa the military
reservation, st Redstore Arsenal, iuntgville, Alatera, on or about 8 Jamary 1087,
violate a lawf 1l gen-ral regulation, %o wits paragraphs 36 and 85, Army Regilstiom
8705, dated 7 Jsee-ber 1984, by failing te store and safeguard properly sesred
defense inf-rmation songisti-z of a seoret dooumert e-titled "Picture Roperd of
Bedstone Re-entry and Very High Altitude ¥issiles (7V, dated 851 July 1988,

Speeification 161 In that Colonel Johm C. Hiekerson, dunior, Us 8. Army, Ordaeses
Corps, Arry Ballistie )issile Ageney, did, at Redstome irseaal, Bastgville, Alabama,
on or a'out 17 Desexber 1588, viclate a lawful general regulatiom, %o wite pare~
zraph 40, Army Regulation 377-6, dated 7 Desevber 1954, by trangnitting and deliver-
ing seoret deferss inforsation, narely three (3) Seeret dceuments as follews: BA
Memorandur #172, Aeroballistics Nemorsndur, dated 21 lovember 1958, mabjest,
Preliminery Test Flight Juplter =C 27 (7)j Publieation ¥o. 68, Jet Pro-ulsiem
Laborstory, CIT, dated 13 April 1966, s jeot, “lernloeks A Ninipm=-Noight Redio
Instrur-ntation Syster for a Setellitej and Publication No, 88, Jeb Propulsiom
Laborstory, CIT, dated 13 April 1958, su"ject, Development of the Hi Evages
for the Re-fntry Test Vehiole, to ¥r. Erik Sergaust, Bditor, Reekwsteand ¥issiles ~—+
)jahp.lu, an 1-@ividusl who hed mo offieial duties requiring knowledge er possessi

of Shis searet defense irforretion and who had not beeam properly elearsd te receive
such inforratione

CHARGE (I3 Vielation of the miform Code of Xilitary Jystlee, Artisle 134

Specifioation 11 In that Colonel Johm G, Flocerson, Junior, Us Se Army, Ordnance
Corps, 4ry fallistio issile Ageney, havir: asccees to ard being entrusted with
tir-e sesret =1)'tar, deoure ts, to wits DA Verorsndur #172, Aeroballisties

| ercorandum, deted 21 loverter 1966, sihjeot, Jeneral Prelizminary Test Flight
Jupiter =C 27 (J)s Publicsticn fo. 83, Jet “ropulsion lLaboretory, CIT, dated 13
Aoril 1988, subject, Mlornloaks A ¥inirumeielght Redlo Instrumentation System for
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B, SPECIFICATIONg 17

: iﬁons Mthp ﬁm@emorandum" was written as unclassi=
fied by Colonel J. C. Nickerson, No reference was made to classified
~ material nor were there any extracts from any classified documents,
' Classification is largely a matter of judgment. Colonel Nickerson .
. ' gualifies as one of the top missile experts on this program, both tech-
‘ﬁ?@% and operatiomally, His judgment on whether an item is classi~ Nl il
, ed 9F unclassified should be at least as acceptable as anyone else's,
S % #3.‘ The three inclosures which were classified "Secret' and which are .
Rk (O documents prepared by higher authority were preliminary recommen-
dations leading up to the November 26 Memorandum by Mr. Wilson,
The Wilson paper was an official decision and as such should be of
more interest and usefulness to the Soviets than should the prelimi-
nary documents, Further, the classified information in the three
nSecret" documents was actually made public in the Wilson Memorandum,
i‘ Although the Secret stamp was removed from these documents, they -
: were handled as classified material insofar as Colonel Nickerson's s
actions and instructions were concerned, These documents did not e
pass into the hands of persons who were not cleared for 'Secret.' .?*i

o

= .

e e .
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CHARGE I, SPECIFICATION 8 e
£ _ v " A
" ; : . 3 : L %
1. The investigating officer officially recommended dropping this charge. il
& G - p I.-.“ "' &
2.  Colonel J, Cq Nickérson gave no instructions, hints, or in any way' F%. s 1
indicated that anyone in his office was to give a copy of the ">
nConsiderations' to Drew Pearson or to any other newspaper medium, " .
" L&, Col, James suggested Drew Pearson's name. i : S5
_3!‘. Colonel Nickerson wrote the document to be unclassified. He is an - ',,‘_".-'_,‘,:-:‘
L expert both operationally and technically in this field, Security is 's._;‘g»_
largely a matter of judgment and Colonel Nickerson's judgment should * ,".3-,',"'*
be as good as anyone else's, " "‘_-_"_q_ﬁ'_‘*,
: i
s WL
2 # 2 },,qui:b;
'."f--'__g,
¥
i\i. :
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CHARGE I, SPECIFICATIONS 9 AND 10

Mr. William Hunt and Mr. John Bauman are officially cleared. (See :
next page.)

"Need to know' fo# material given to Mr, Hunt is obvious, Mr. Hunt .

was the senior man in Reynolds Metals Co, responsible for the ABMA
The Sheffield Plant of Reynolds Metals is entirely devoted s
to ABMA work,

.

g o *

JArNeed to know' is to be established by the person giving this infd:'t'tn‘-u':‘."‘
tion to Mr., Hunt--in this case, Mr. Walter Wiesman. His judgment ' . -
if within the bounds of common sense is to be accepted according to ’

’ 'i‘;;he regulations,

4;:‘ -ha.terial was only handled by cleared personnel,

5. Colonel Nickerson did not cause Mr, Wiesman to give the document

1.

. to Mr, Hunt, Mr. Wiesman suggested Mr, Hunt and Reynolds Metals
Go. Colonel Nickerson did not meet Mr, Hunt until April 1957.

Colonel Nickerson was working intimately with Mr. John Bauman of
RCA on new programs for ABMA, His need to know is easily proven.
Further, there is no reason why Colonel Nickerson's judgment in this
case should not be accpeted,

RCA treated documents as secret documents., (See affidavit on next






New Ja;nq. being duly sworn aceording to law, do hereby declare the following

facts to be true according to my best recollections:

i" " On December 18, 1956, when I was in the office of Colonel John C.
Nickerson, Jr., United States Army, at the Army Ballistic Missiles Arsenal,
Huntsville, Alabama on business matters, Col. Nickerson handed me a document
entitled "Considerations on the Wilson Memorandum".

S #}tpe time that Col. Nickerson gave me this document he mentioned that

i the last three enclosures had been officially classified and should be handled
as such, but that there was nothing contained in them which had not been

;n‘.huod in the Wilson Memorandum or in speeches before the Association of the

H"-L United Btates h'l;r. Col. Nickerson stated further that the basic paper had

been written by him as an unclassified document but that it contained certain

:I.nfo:rntion. which might be considered sensitive in some Department of Defense
[ ®» circles. It appeared that he did not expect that I would utilize this
snformation outside of cleared channels. As a result of the circumstances
mentioned above, the subject document, while under my control, was handled

with all the precautions of a sensitive document.

o and Subscribed before ﬂzf’//w F! ‘ BW
d day of January, 1957. -'

' 4y 6/ >!¢Mw/

c
My Commission Expires: "-5""”"

A Ky YL L

CcC: Inspector General (2) Inspector General (2) Col., John C. Nickerson

Department of Army Third Army Army Ballistic Missiles
Pentagon Fort McFherson Arsenal
Washington 25, D.C. Atlanta, Georgia Huntsville, Alabama

Att: Col. Conran Att: Col. Segara

(2)

E————
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CHARGE I, SPECIFICATIONS 11 AND 12

Colonel Nickerson brought these documents to his quarters in his
brief case on the afternoon of January 2, He was placed under
arrest in such a manner as to prevent him from taking his brief
case with him. The documents, however, were under the custody
of the Military Police and were, therefore, properly safe-guarded.

Quarters 811 is on the Redstone Arsenal and in a remote area sur-
rounded by the Wheeler Reservoir on three sides,

CHARGE I, SPECIFICATIONS 13 AND 14

These documents were outdated documents of historical interest
primarily, Colonel Nickerson was using them to prepare papers
on Army participation in the scientific satellite program,.

Colonel Nickerson held declassification authority over these docu-
ments when he removed them from the files in the Oiffice Chief of
Ordnance, Washington, D. C. Colonel Nickerson considered these
documents declassified but had been too busy to mark through the
Secret stamp as prescribed by regulations.




"
ﬂ‘s.,

l.
2,

3.

4.

Key information had been released officially by a Congressional Sl
Committee. 0 S
s
Key information had appeared repeatedly in the newspapers and the Ty v
technical press. - S
o
Colonel J. C. Nickerson and his closest associates considered these L R 'j
documents can and should be declassified. (See statements attached.) L
The security lid on this information shows bias on the part of the

Defense Department toward the Air Force. There is no other good
reason for the actions taken in keeping this information from the

public.
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' Ei'pected Testimony of Dr. von Braun, Director of Development Operations, = :
. ABMA

I received my BS in Aircraft Engineering in 1932 and my PHD in :
Physics in 1934, From November 1932 I was employed by the German € ?
Ordnance Corps on experimental work in the rocket field. I worked full ;
time at this job from 1934 on. In 1937 I moved to Peenemunde with my
associates and served as Technical Director until the end of the war, I sur=
rendered to the American Army and came to this country at the invitation of

i the United States Army in September 1945, and have since become an
" American citizen,

My associates and I first worked at Ft, Bliss. In 1950 we moved to
the recently reactivated Huntsville Arsenal where I served as the head of
: : the Guided Missiles Operation Division during the development of the
i 0 Redstone Missile., In February 1956 when the Army Ballistic Missile
' ' Agency was established I became director of the Development Operation
Division of that Agency.

——

I am familiar with DA Memo Number 172, Aeroballistics Memoran=-
= dum, dated 21 November 1956, subject: '"General Preliminary Test-Flight
- Jupiter C-27'"; Publication Number 63, Jet Propulsion Laboratory CIT,
e+ dated 13 April 1956, subject: "Microlock, Minimum Weight Instrumentation

System for a Satellite'; and Publication Number 68, Jet Propulsion Labora=
tory CIT, dated 13 April 1956, subject: '"Development of High Speed Stages
for the Re-Entry of an Air Test Vehicle'., In my professional opinion,
there is nothing in any of those documents which could be used to the injury
of the United States or the advantage of a foreign nation.

I first met Colonel Nickerson in 1953 when he was in the Rocket
Branch of Ordnance Research and Development in Washington. He kept us
notified as to meetings we should get to and so forth, Colonel Nickerson
became our best representative in Washington - when our program hit a
snag, he made sure we were able to defend ourselves. When we were near-
ing completion of the Redstone Missile it became obvious that we needed a
new, challenging project in order to keep our team from scattering into
private industry. Colonel Nickerson worked toward obtaining the Jupiter
project for the Army. My feeling is that it was mainly due to his foresight
and the actions that he took that the Ordnance Corps in Washington and the
Department of Defense decided to establish the Army Ballistic Missile
Agency. Without Colonel Nickerson's foresight, ability, aggressiveness
and grasp of development problems, there would be no Redstone Missile,
b no Vanguard Program, no ABMA and no Jupiter Program. Further,
= . Soviet Russia would hold the ballistic missile records for speed, height
' and range instead of the United States. Not only has Colonel Nickerson
worked very hard for our program, but he also has considerable technical

e -
L

P e s gt



e
s "‘_ ; 'a,bility in this field, I have a very high opinion of his judgment on what is
s feasible, what is possible, what one should fight for, and what can really ‘ Py
' be produced as compared to empty promises. He has a ready grasp of i

the over-all problems in the missile development field.

In my dealings with Colonel Nickerson I have always found him to
i 2 be frank and straightforward and have never had any reason to believe he »
.~ ° . would tell an untruth under any circumstances. In a business where itis s
| common to promise more than you really can produce, Colonel Nickerson :
has been conspicuous for his insistence that we always promise only what
we can produce, His untiring efforts on behalf of the national defense
and scrupulous honesty make it clear that he would never willfully take
part in any action he thought could harm the United States or aid a hostile

- power,
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B “ _Ezgp'bi:ted Testimony of Dr. C. A. Lundquist
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I received a Bachelors Degree from South Dakota State College and R F
a PHD from the University of Kansas in 1953, I served as Assistant vl ‘
Professor of Engineering Research at Pennsylvania State University until L
I entered the Army. While in the Army, I worked at the Army Ballistic &
Missile Agency and after my separation I became Chief of the Physics
- and Astrophysics Section of the Research Projects office at ABMA,

e o I am familiar with DA Memorandum 172, Aeroballistics Memorandum,
1»*. 4 " dated 21 November 1956; Publication Number 63, Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
“ . ' dated 13 April 1956; and Publication Number 68, Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
dated 13 April 1956, It is my professional opinion that none of these docu~
ments contain information which would be of appreciable value to a potential
enemy. Of course, you can say that any document, even the New York tele-
phone book, could be of value to the enemy since, for instance, factory loca-
tions would be listed in a phone book. But this is stretching pretty far and I
would say that the materials mentioned above is of no greater interest or
value to a potential enemy than a telephone book.

F e I met Colonel Nickerson in the fall of 1954, I feel that he shows great

et technical competence in the ballistic missile field, He is a great asset to

: our team here since he combines some knowledge which is vitally needed by %

% us. There is a need for someone who understands the political and military

= 5 ramifications of the technical work and also has a good foundation in the

: *‘ scientific side of it - in other words, a bridge between the purely scientific

aspects of the problem and the more utilitarian or administrative and political

side of the problems in hand. This position is very essential to our organiza-

i - tion and Colonel Nickerson performs his duties in this area in an outstanding
manner. I would like to add that from my relationship with Colonel
Nickerson I have been impressed by his honesty and truthfulness, and I have

2 no reason to believe he would ever tell an untruth, I feel that the loss of
b TRIR Colonel Nickerson from our team would surely be a blow to us.
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S ¥ I received my degree in Mechanical Engineering and in 1942 I began 3

%o work at the Rocket Center at Peenemunde, working on guided missiles

. fuel, I surrendered to American troops and came to this country at the invi-
" tation of the United States Army and I have become an American citizen,

While in this country I have worked for the Army Ordnance Corps at Fort
Bliss and at Redstone Arsenal, I worked on the development of the Redstone

: Missile, and I now work at the Army Ballistic Missile Agency on develop-
... ment of the Jupiter Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile.

I am familiar with the following documents, DA Memorandum

oy Number 172, Aeroballistics Memorandum, dated 21 November 1956;
. . subject: "General Preliminary Test Flight Jupiter C-27"; Publication
* . Number 63, Jet Propulsion Laboratory CIT, dated 13 April 1956, subject:

Mpicrolock, a Minimum Weight Radio Instrumentation for a Satellite'!;
aa;d Publication Number 68, Jet Propulsion Laboratory CIT, dated 13
-.Kpril 1956, subject: '"Development of the High-Speed Stages for the Re~
Entry Test Vehicle', I do not believe that any of these documents contain
information which, if it were made public, could be used to the injury of
the United States or to the advantage of a potential enemy.

I have known Colonel Nickerson for several years. I have been very
favorably impressed with his technical abilities from my first contacts
with him. His approach to missile programs, the way he checked details
and his familiarity with missile criteria was very impressive. He has been
very hard working; he worked many Saturdays and Sundays, and he was
instrumental in obtaining the Jupiter program for the Army.

In all of my dealings with Colonel Nickerson, he has been frank and
completely honest; and I do not believe he would ever state an untruth either
under oath, or otherwise, Based on my wide experiences with officers in
both the German and American Armies, including service under Field
Marshall Rommell when he was a battalion commander, I would class
Colonel Nickerson as a superior officer,
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_ of scientific G2 for ABMA, Thatis:
- of scientific information.

I attended Munich University and the University of Koenigsberg Ry -
before I finished my studies at Tuebingen University in Germany with a
PHD in Physics, After receiving my degree, I went to Berlin to the ;7 i
Institute of Technology, where I was Assistant Professor until 1941, . ey
From 1941 until 1943, I was a member of the German Army with the rank ‘ -4
of Private First Class. In April of 1943, I joined the team of rocket g 2
scientists at Peenemunde and remained there until the end of the war. 2
After the war, I went back to my old university where I was instructor un=-
til January 1946, when I came to this country, upon the invitation of the
U. S. Army. Since that time, I have become a citizen of the U. S.

At present time, I am the Director of the Research Projects o

Office in ABMA, That office has two missions, One is to act as a kind ;

we find out and compile all kinds A

This is not a secret action, The second part :

_of the mission of my office is to do research work with my associates in
the field of advanced missile assignments.

I am familiar with DA Memorandum Number 172, Aeroballistics
Memorandum, dated 21 November 1956, Subject: '"Preliminary Test
Flight Jupiter C", and with Pulication Number 63, Jet Propulsion CIT,
subject: "Microlock Radio Instrumentation System for a Satellite',
and with Publication Number 68, Jet Propulsion CIT dated 13 April 1956,
subject: ''Development of the High Speed Stages for the Re~Entry Test
Vehicle". I have studied all these documents many times; and in my
professional opinion, there is nothing contained in them which would aid
any enemy or be of actual damage to us, That is so because the average
team of scientists can get this data from data that has already been pub-
lished in newspapers, magazines, and scientific journals, None of the
documents contained material which could be of value to an enemy, such
as the accuracy of tactical missiles, production secrets of tactical
missiles, availability of missiles, and the CPE of tactical missiles.

To sum it up, The Wilson Memorandum certainly raised the possi=
bility that unless we can find some use here by new projects or by other
projects that have an appeal to our team, the team will break up and be
irretrievably scattered. It takes at least 10 years to build a good working
team, that is to say, the key members should have been working together

for at least that long.

Maybe I am prejudiced, but in my opinion it would be detrimental
to the security of the U. S. if our team was broken up, and I think every=
body must admit that no other team has produced a missile of the magni~
tude and state of completion of the Redstone Missile.



; I knew that Colonel Nickerson was familiar with the three dc
. mentioned and that he believed that all three could and should be declas
blication would have been of great value to the U. S. because it would
added to the prestige of the U, S, all over the world. Fy

bxvy’
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* 4800 Oak Grove Drive. Pasadena 3, Cat';fmug.*

Jamuary 18, 1987
Third Army
Fort McPherson
Atlanta, Oeorgia
Attention: Cel. Segara
Dear Sir: Subjeots Cel, J. G, Bickevses

It is xy understanding that the documents in this investigaticn imeluds
certain publicaticns of the Jet Propulsion Laborstery whieh wefer
long range rocke$ test vehicle program. The basic techmical ideas fer the pre-

|

In viev of these facts it is my opinion that the
would have been served by de-classifying the results of

in the press, almost from the day of the firing. Obvicusly these press stories have
been garbled and s factual statement of the real purpose of the
actual results is badly needed.

The technical description of Project Vanguard, the earth satellite rocket,
bas beeu published both in this country and sbrosd. It would therefore sppaar o be
not only to the best interests of the Army, but alse of the United States, to release
the results of this experiment, as an indication of the state of progress of United
States technology in this field and of the probedility of suscess of the U.S. 1.0.1.
satellite program,

In conversations with me shortly after the test, Cel. Nickerson stated that

he felt very strongly that information on the results of the test could and should be
de-clasaified,

Col. Nickerson ie an officer with an excellent technical background, In my
association with him I have found him to be most diligent in pursuing the best
interests of the irmy in the guided missile field.

Oiiotinal 1etic e Yours very tmly,
i g b st i JET PROPULSION LABORATORY

/
i Ay -

W. H. Pickering
WHP:1 8 Director

STe 4 i Ky i T wx T4R6u
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It appeared to we that both the Army and the Air Force reaction
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" ecriticisn. The use pf security classificetion réther than simply
' restricted or delayed publication mednt that virtuslly all Army electronic
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advances with satellite potential ware denied the credit they -deserved,

This was’in merked comtrast to Navy work in the same field, freely pub-
lished in mAny techmicsl jownals, At the very least, Amy work was
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s charge was recommended dropped by the investigating officer. bt
Snel Ni‘bkersm considered these documents could and should be &
‘ecia.ssﬂ'ied. (These are same documents listed in Charge I, Specifi- _
.va.tion“15). See statements made under Charge I, Specification 15. g
Most of Colodg N’lckarson's actions were directed toward gett:.ng a Lii g
S % ‘weapon for the Armys His dedicationi to the Army and the et
: of the U, S. are completely inconsistent with a willful act which he
knew could cause harm to the United States, All who know him will
testify that they believe he would not do such a things
: 4, He took effective steps to recover these documents before they were S
compromised. (See affidavit attached.) : :
MR % .
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»- ﬂu evening of 19 Ikcemnor 1956, Cal. J. C. HMMM
me at w hum- near Haszel Green, Alasama and stated that um “Qu- = .“
-

np“ bd veen mailed by mistake to Mr. . anuu of Anoﬂca_p,}vhuﬂl
. .!L % e

ui‘hf whieh I am ‘ﬁi mudiu& local cormpu-t. Col.

. ."?-l'jm"-. i

s
=

¢ baskerson au,uuud that i uk;x Bergaust to mm m&rﬁwf N

* : ol - A e ‘»q.%i'
o ;___-:.o-u oy & -&uund mnl vithout opoun; thn On Décemver 20 | talked .
Tt M. cergaustan ﬂ&:*mn. D. C. oy ph-n. and relayed this request.

Mro fergaust assured'ine this woulu ve dome immediately.
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B S < 2
5 = ~2.. This ai;atament was mt in Mgw to a quest:i.on but wn voluntecrcd.
Actually, it was blurted out inadvertently in a state of mental shock
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Calonel J. C, ‘Nickerson did not remember giving copy to Mr, John -

Bauman, He still does not remember giving a copy o:E the “ponsidtra-'

t:r.crns" to 'h/[:r John Bauman,

7e

8,

nﬁel Nic.kerscrn had no motive for not revealing that Be' ga.ve one to
Bipman if he had actually remembered. Mr, Bauman was cleared

_ p.‘aﬁ had a need to know through intimate cozmectlons Wlth the Juplter
fP‘:pgram. ; : B . :

‘Colonel Nlckerson adm:Ltted freely all matters connected with the
. case including the much more serious act of sending documents with-

out removing the ‘security classification to Mr, Erik Bergaust,

' Colonel Nickerson handled large numbers of important documents, .

It is unreasonable to expect that he would remember the d15pos1t10n
of every one of them. .

This sta.tement was made on the 10th of January to the I, G. during

sopy. & !

"

~ An extract from Colonel Nickérson's diary on this case is also show::l‘.\
" This item, No. 13, dated January 17, 1957, was made shortly before
phoning Mr, John Bauman to ask for the affidavit submitted by him for

the I. G. investigation, This note shows that Colonel Nickerson still
did not remember giving a copy to Bauman,

The Inspector Generals repeatedly stated that Colonel Nickerson had
been a cooperative witness, Ordinarily a cooperative witness does not

have the testimony he gives with a helpful attitude used as the basis for
amplifying charges, It normally operates to reduce the severity of the
_ charges, : 4

&

‘the Third Army Inspector General's investigation, These notes are £e =
. attached . Note No. 6 shows that Colonel Nickerson did not believe
' the I, G. even after the I. G. had told him that Bauman had gotten

Colonel Zimmer, the military defense counsel, states that the eapi.onage

charge and both of the false swearing charges were surprises to

Colonel Nickerson and to himself,
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ey glad o glve the requosted information om Colonel John

]

Ra 9L
: X v abiaf of the Bocket Brench, Research and Development Division,
0ffieo of the hief of Ovdmance, from esrly 1952 to my retiresent 30 Aug-
wot 19%4. 1w that position I was responsible to the Chief of the Ressarch
Dovalepment Division, en Assistent Chief of Ordnance, for Ordnance
tossarch and dovelopment om sll guided missiles and rockets of every type,
elior than direst responsibility for wearhsads and fusss and other than
the "besoekn®. Colonel Rickerson wes deputy chief of the branch for

e last alght or ten months of that time.

i

" Oslapel Ricksreon succeeded an officer of most umsual ability and
tion. Hias porfomnoa hovever did not suffer by comparison
with e wnguestionably”superiorone before him. I relied on him espe-
in prellens oonsermiag the phasing of muclear warhead develoyment
uiih thet of the missiles themselves, but also in mmerous other problems
copsorning development of guided missiles and rockets. These involved
mmmerous contacts with scientists of national reputstion,
stlentific and emgineering establishments under contract for guided
miseile end rocket research and development, and the Office of theiChie

f

of 8taff which followed progress with close interest. IGFIRW‘* n J.M .

ties in & superigr or. &MM kﬁb’

L
It would have been impessible for onsl Rickerson to perfom

deficiently in tmthfulness, integrity, and reliabllity as an officer

without it coming te light in dnties of the above pature, even should

I bave fuiled to observe much migosadwct myself. Specifically to your

inquiry ea those Sharacteristics, however, my opinion is that Colonel «

Rickerson peasssess them in the high, in fact absoclute, degree necessary

for a regular effiocer.

fsould T be returned to the active list, I would do my utmost to
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE }
OF THE '
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Office of the Army Attache
American Embassy
Beirut, Lebanen 8 February 1957

Colenel John C, Nickersem
Redstone Arsemal
Huntsville, Alabama

Dear Nick:

We den't get much news eut here at the emd of the lime
8o I was horrified te read in the Paris edition of the New
York Herald Tribume of what they're doing te you, It seems
imcredible te me that we have sunk se low that a dedicated
officer of ever 22 years deveted service would be placed
under arrest, let alome threatemed with Court Martial, My
Lerd, Nick, what's happeming te the Army?

I'm sure you will have more impertant character witmesses
than me, but I'd be tickled to death to offer depesitioms er
testimomy if it would help., If met, I cam enly effer my
faith im the loyalty and sincerity ef your actions amd v
belief that investigatiom will vimdicate you.

Sincerely
FSe b

ROBERT C. WORKS
Colenel, GS
Army Attache

B‘F‘—JS”[J{S
AO-Gré 7
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1%, Col. Charles R. Zimser

b Mareh 1957

Port McClellan, Alabama.
"Dear Colonsl Zimmer,
' wmumnmmwasmmvm

* “Gelonel John O, Fickerson, Jr,

Specisl Wespens s
mrmmomu,mr.tmm During ¢he 4ime that I
mmmxnnmmmmm-nrd
putm.fhﬁ'hbom.

Inqmwuﬁmxmrmmuhuhﬂm
hﬁwmmuﬁmmmﬁn. He hag
hunmm;-unqhtmuu-— « Inmy

I-uuum.uyunummummnm
serve with me at any time, ;

Sincerely yours,

mo.:’g
Ordnance Lisisem Offfcer




27 Feb,1957.

Tos .hom 1t kKay CToncern.

Subject: Col.John C.Kickerson,Jr,

1 commanded the 8th Inf.Div, Artillery from
about June 5,194¢ to about Aug.l6,1946. During a
part of th s .er'‘od,from July 4,1944 to VE Day,we were
asctively engeged in the combat zone in the European
Theater of Operatlion.

puring the period of my cemmand,Col.Johm C.
Nickerson,Jr.,then lLieut,.Col., commanded the 56th F.A.Bn,
His manner of performing his duties was Superior,

I found him to be, a gentleman of sterling
character. it no time did 1 heve ocecasion to question
his truthfulness,integrity,and reliability es an
officer, I had great confidence in him,

puring the training and combat periods I wes
closely associated with the artillery commanders of my
command. 1 consldered Col.Nickerson as an intelligent
and highly valuable offieer. ! used him acecordingly end
never Rad occaslion to regret my cholece,

James A.Pickering
I'rigeGen.USA Retd.

(Frormerly CG 8th I!nf.,Div.Arty).

em e




ARMY WAR COLLEGE
CARLISLE BARRACKS, PENNSYLVANIA

10 April 1957

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

During the period September 1951 to April 1954, I was assigned to
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff G-3 with duties concerning
themselves with the Army's atomic energy activities. For about two
of these years, Colonel J. C. Nickerson was assigned in the Research
and Development Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff G-4 or in the
Office of the Chief of Ordnance. In both offices he worked on atomic
energy matters and HONEST JOHN in particular.

Colonel Nickerson was very active in pushing the development of
HONEST JOHN within the Army. At the same time, in conjunction with
officers in G-3, he assisted materially in getting the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to establish atomic warhead development requirements for
Army weapons and production requirements for the warheads as their
development proceeded.

During the period that I worked with Colonel Nickerson, he had
access to all atomic and guided missile information except atomic
stockpile numbers for which he had no need-to-know. He showed himself
to be completely trustworthy, security conscious, and loyal at all
times.

WA

CHARLES B, HINES
Colonel, Artillery




Company

o -
INCORPORATED 1904 =—=——m

CPERATING

COTTON B NLEEACTURERS OF X SYLACAUGA BONDED WARFHOUSE
BUYERS Parkers High Grade Fertilizer U. §. BONDED
SyLACAUGA, ALABAMA Seed Cleaning Department
f
Yareh. By 2957 oATS ALABAMA
FESCUE
CLOVERS “CRIMSON TIDE"”

COTTON SEED
DALLIS GRASS

ar B | T3
Colonel John C, Nickerson SOY BEANS il
Redstone Arsenal cRiusoN
HlmtSVille B Alabarﬂa AUTAUGA STRAIN
epsinpaert ke
My dear Colonel Nickerson: AUBLRN STRAIN

A lot of water has passed over the dam since vou andé I
served with Division Artillery of the €th Infantry
Division. You were commanding tre 56th Tield Artillery
Battalion and I was a First Lieutenant in Battery C
LSth Field irtillery under Colonel Creen.

I do not nmow if you vill remember me a2 2 junior officer
in your sister battalion, but I recall 2 number of things
about you which have always stuck in my mind. 1 remenm-
ber Teont City in Ft. Jackson, South Carolina. I reeall
our division artillerv firing for school troops at

Ft. €111, Oklshoma. I reczl]l the snow an’ ice at

Ft. Leonard “ood, Missourij; desert maneuvers in Arizons;
the GHC tests at Camr Forrest, Tennesseej and I also
remember Carp Kilmer, iiev Jersey, North irplqnd, Brittony
Peninsula, Breast, Luxembourg, and Germany. I remember
that at age 28 you were a Lt. Colonel and the voungest
battalion commander in division artillery.

As a reserve Second Lieutenant just out of Auburn, I
held a VWest Point officer in hirhest esteem. There were
a lot of things I admired in particuvlar abent vour
command. I admired the manner in vhich you disci:lined
both officers and men under your commend. 1 ~dmired cnd
resnected your knowledge of army toctice 2s vwell as the
vast source of l'mow how you broncht to the Division as

a young West “oint officer. Aibove 211 I admired vour

100 Les.
HIGH TEST
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W« eharaster ‘and the h:lgh moral standards vhich you
et before your men,
Sy o

¥
=
ey

» !. &

RESEEDING
CRIMSON
CLOVER

AUTAUGA STRAIN
TALLADEGA STRAIN

ﬂhlo !hw months ago I learned you vere at Redstone Aususk STaAm |
A, ." .and had hoped #o stop by and see you sometimes. Every
._,._.-g\f,iﬁg';_;a_;. American should be most concerned about the
- | eoptroversy which has been raised from the Secretary
85 Pefense Wilson's Washington office over guided

" migsiles, I know you must have spent countless hours
in vorry and arxiety over the manner in which certain

{ ‘so:g of our Armed Forces gave maneuvered themselves

Wi~ . 2uke’ guided misslles fiel I am sure that you must
Ty 7 :z&! a court martial to bring out many f2cts hitherto
R s 5 undigelosed on guided missiles,

?f X g I !nlafltalﬂ‘that one of the charges brought against

il e 1 Aaiyen deals with violation of security regulations and I

8o not pretend to know enough to judge whether security
has or has not been violated under your command,

I am very concerned that some of the charges and/or
specifications indicate esplionage, I do know this charge
is entirely without foundation. Having had the privilege
of serving with you for some four or five years, much of
g that time having been spent in actual combat zone, I
can personally vouch that I kmow of no more consecrated
officer to the service of his country than you disployed
H‘hile serving with the 8th Infantry Division.

: o I am guessing that Buster Bell will have more capable
'~ #  witpnesses than I to-voueh for this fact, but I assure you
e at I stand ready and willing and would weleome the
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privilege to ag ear in your behalf before any court
martial and tell them something about your eharacter, o ey S
abill ’ loyalty, and service to the United ftates in TALLADEGA STRAIN

 Vorld War II. T

Bri apr.ﬁaneral Pickering, I belleve, is sti11l 1living
in Atlanta and he would make for you an excellent
witness in regard teo this charge. I was retired
* shortly after the war and visited him on several different
_oceasions wvhen I was in the army hospital in Atlanta.
I have been retired since 1947, having lost one leg and
a partial parnJ;::s of the other lecg from a mine explosion
4n the Hurtgen Porrest, November 30, 1944, I am sending
‘a copy of this letter o your most able attorney, the
Honorable Buster Bell, to let him Xmow that I stand
ready to help in any way I can.

g h

RESEEDING
CRIMSON
CLOVER

With warmest personal regards and best wishes to you and
your family, I am

Sincerely, e //

1 { "); ///’l. O
?ﬂ DL PO s
o) 4 am g. Nichols

I
Captain, Us S. Army Retired
0-379281

cec: Honorable Buster Bell
Attorney at Lav
Huntsville, Alabama
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