UAHUNTSVILLE WINS AAUW CAP GRANT

UAHuntsville was one of

twelve universities nationwide

[ T |

WO,
Why So Few? |

| SN

This year’s CAP grants focus on issues

raised by AAUW'’s new report on women in

science, technology, engineering, and

mathematic

to win a grant from
AAUW for a Campus
Action Project (CAP)
in support of this

year 's theme 4 \nmmrl
Ing women in dcence,
Tec "mningy Engineer
ing, and Math (STEM)
’il']“\

“Strengthening the

Our project,

Chain: Encouraging
Women in Engineer

ing at UAHuntsville,”

was the brainchild of Dr

Nancy Finley, Director of

Women's Studies, and Erin
Reid, Staff Assistant for

Women's Studies and an
AAUW branch member

I'hey worked with students

and professors in UAH Engi

necnng f|<"mr|n\r'm\ to deter

mine what kind of project

would be of greatest interest

f

for women in Engineering at

UAH

Dr. Kate Leonard,

Professor of Civil and Envi

ronme HY&I [ nginece rnng, -”l‘l

Dr. Dawn Bardot, Assistant

Professor of Mechanical Engi

neering, together with Engi

department was a

ioct t pport

neering students Tamara
Hill and Sara Jo Taylor
have been key players from
the College of Engineering
The Women'’s Studies stu
dent assistant, Kate Blake,

has also been actively in

Tamara Hill and

\l':‘~’ 4;
Kate Blake will present the
results of the project at this
year’s National College
Conference for Women

Student Leaders (see sepa
I

rate story on NCCWSL)

Thus far we have had two pan

els of speakers over the lunch
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hour at UAH’s Shelby Cen
ter. Over 30 students and
faculty attended the ].mll.lr\
23 luncheon, which was on
the topic “Building Intergen
erational Support Networks,”
with Kitty Davenport as
speaker. Engineering stu
dents and faculty who worked
on it have been greatly en
ulur.l:m’ by the turnout and
see 1t as an opportunity to
build support groups that will
assist their success and aid in
recruiing other women, par
ticularly non-traditional stu
dents into engincering. At
tendees who completed the
luncheon evaluation form
CXPresse da 'In‘uin degree of
satisfaction, partic ularly with
the m‘l\\nrklng nppnr(nnl(h'\
Our March luncheon ad
dressed “Choices and Re
sources for Non-traditional
Women Students,” and fea
tured a variety of Spe akers on

A UAH Career

Services counselor described

this Y4)IV|\

services her office offers stu
dents, two women (V-u}u ra
tive Education students in
engineering placements de
scribed their positive Co-op
experiences, a representativ
of the Society for Women
Engineers described the work
of that professional organiza
tion, and the cering
student who attended last
year's NCCWSL ¢ \;".n.'n d
the value of that conference
{
i

ents to

and encouraged stuc

.]”(‘HIE

CAP students hosted a booth

March 31 Charged Up

for Change!

}'\p«: at UAH,

f ¢}

describing the work of the

project and providing infor

mation about it and about
AAUW

tors describing a huge variety

k Xpo had 80 exhibi

of activities for positive social
change, from Forgotten |
lines to More to Life

CAP booth (and at subsc
quent events), w distributed
copies of AAUW's brand new
research report, Why So Fe
Technolc

ind Mathemati

Women in Science,
Engineering,
by Hill, Corbett, and Rosc
(February 2010). The grant
}\r»\ulx s us with 50 copics of
that book that we are giving
to prolfessors, stu lents, and
administrators in Engincer

ing.

\Em! 20, 2010, we will host
our last luncheon panel
“Women's Experiences in
1cering,” At that event,
we \\IE: 'I:\K? I\l’ }”‘Abv ]
information on Pay Equity
Day. State AAUW president
Jo Ann Cummings, herself a
professional engineer, has
attended all of these CAP
events and contributed to the

program for eacl

acuwvity inv
faculty from both (

planning and ¢

many more pr
aborations. To read more
about this project, see our

website, www . uah.cdu aDp
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'HIS YEAR IS THI
)5TH
ANNIVERSARY OF
'HE NCCWSI
CONFERENCE,
AND THE 10TH
YEAR THAT AAUW
HAS SPONSORED
'HE CONFERENCI

Tamara Hill and Kate Blake

UAHuntsville CAP grant project results at
NCCWSIL

{l present

UAHUNTSVILLE STUDENTS

Kate Blake and Tamara Hill

will re present UAIE funtsville
at the state
AAUW conven
tion at the Uni
versity of Monte
vallo April 16-18,
and at the Na
tional Conference
for College

Women Student

PA

l < -l(ll rs
(NCCWSL, “nickwhistle™) at
the University of Maryland,
June 3-5. Kate is a senior
majoring in English and Art
History, and Tamara is a sen
ior majoring in Civil and En
vironmental Engineering.
Both have actively contrib
uted to the AAUW Campus
Action Project (CAP) at
UAH, “Strengthening the
Chain: Enc ouraging Women
in Engineering at UAHunts
ville” (see .\(‘[mrdt(' \t()l'}
about this). At NCCWSL,
they will present the results
of their project, as will stu
dents from the other eleven
universities in the nation that
won AAUW CAP grants this

year

}"l\h }(’.ur, our
branch provides
' NCCWSL travel
assistance to
women students
from Huntsville
universities. For
the past few
years, AAMU and
UAHuntsville
have recom
mended stu
dents, and this

1 .l
year we \\Ill also

be funding at least one stu
dent from Oakwood Univer
sity, Sharon Dublin, who has
been recommended by her
faculty advisor Shushannah
Smith. In a future newslet
ter, we lvl.m to feature the
AAMU and Oakwood stu
dents who attend NCCWSL.

Right now, we have branch
hm:llnf\' to \UHMH one stu
dent cach from AAMU, Oak
wood, and UAHuntsville to
attend NCCWSL. Funds for
supporting these students
come from proceeds of the
Carrabba’s luncheon, other
Education Foundation fund
raising events, and from addi
tional donations from AAUW
members. This year, the
CAP grant will pay for one
additional UAHuntsville stu
dent to attend NCCWSL, and
donations from AAUW mem
bers at UAH will pay for
Tamara and Kate to attend
the state conference. The
cost for NCCWSL is about
$800 per student, depending
on mode of transportation.
About half of that is the regis
tration fee, which covers two
nights and several meals as
well as all conference activi
ties. The national Associa
tion offers a limited number
ol sc hnl.n\hl]\\ to cover that
fee, if students .l]\]»i\ before
'\]wll 16. We are recom
mending that students at the
three Huntsville universities
apply for these AAUW schol
arships. If some of them win
the sc h()l.ll'.\hl]).\, our fundrais
ing efforts will perhaps assist

more than three students.

TO PRESENT

BRANCH BRIEFS

AT NCCWSL
About the UAHuntsville Stu

dents:

Kate Blake is a senior dou
ble majoring in English and
Art History, and expects to
graduate in 2011. Sheisa
member of both Sigma Tau
Delta English Honor Society
and Kappa Pi, the Art and Art
History Honor Society, and
recently became a student
affiliate member of AAUW.
As student assistant for
Women'’s Studies, she de
signed the CAP project Web
site, among other things. She
learned about AAUW
through Women'’s Studies.
She says she became inter
ested in women's issues be
cause of “my own experiences
as a woman—the conflict
between the beliefs about
women and women'’s roles |
was raised with and the way |
actually experienced those
roles in life.” She enjoys writ
ing, cooking, and playing
guitar. This spring, Kate won
first place in the creative
writing category of the Kath
ryn Harris Women'’s Studies
Paper (’nm]n'lmxm at UAH
(last year she won honorable
mention for a scholarly es
say) She is a ltmg time staff
writer for the f\punum. the
UAH student paper, and is
currently Exponent copy edi
tor. After graduation, she
would like to work as a copy
editor, and to eventually run

her own literary magazine

Tamara Hill is a senior ma

joring in Civil and Environ

(Continued on page 9)
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NCCWSI
mental Engineering. She is a
student member of the
American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE), the Soci
ety of Women Engineers

(SWE), and AAUW

loves running, crocheting,

[amara

knitting

£

reading, and listen
ing to music. She is working
her way rhmnl;;h C n“vgv as
student assistant in the Civil
and Environmental Engineer
ing Department main office,
performing office duties and
sometimes assisting Engineer
ing prolessors She says that
her professors “take a high
level of interest in their stu
dents, and [ love working for
them.” Tamara got involved
in the “Strengthening the
Chain” AAUW CAP project
Kate

Professor of Civil

through her advisor, Dr
Leonard,
and Environmental Engineer

ing and long-time member of

GEARING UP FOR

he AAUW Huntsville

Branch officers serve for a

ycar term However,
terms are staggered to
provide continuing leader
ship, so we ¢ lect part of the
executive ‘:“’-!T",('\(r\ year
Elected to the board for

2010

2011

Membership

ssident,
Lenore Dunn, Treasurer, and
, decretary

ard members

1 Barbre, President,

» Norman, Program
Vice-President, and Cindi
Branham and Ruth Jurenko,
Vice AAUW

Presidents for

CONTINUED

the Women'’s Studies Pro
gram Advisory Committee
l'amara says of this project,
love the idea of encouraging
more women to hm )SE€ an
engineering field, especially
non-traditional women. I love
my major and | hope every
woman will choose (without
fear) what fascinates her so
her career will be fulfilling no
matter what time in her life
she decides to take charge of
her future and make a differ
ence for herself.” Tamara is
herself a non-traditional stu
dent who returned to college
after leaving a 17-year mar
riage. She expects to graduate
in December 2011, after
which, “my career plans,
hopes and dreams are all ne
gotiable. | pic ked a field with
so many global applications
that I am just L’x'r}nng my

options open. | would like to

201072011

Funds. All officers will be

installed at the May meeting

The Huntsville Branch does
not meet over the summer,
but the board will be busy
getting rrmi‘\ for the begin
ning of the new program year
in the fall. Cindi Branham has
offered to host and facilitate a
})'L.mmn;i session for the
board, with outgoing and
incoming board members
attending. The program
committee, headed by Pro
gram VP Dr. Rose Norman,
will also be getting together

to ;!Iln programs ior ncxt

work with the Peace Corps
and Engineers Without Bor
ders in providing potable wa
ter to communities with a
contaminated supply. Natural
resource reclamation and
sustainability is my area of
interest. My short term
dream is to L:l.|(|\x.|((' and have
the opportunity to work
abroad. My long term dream
is to design and build a sub
terranean green home.” She
is especially grateful to her
college advisors, Mr. David
Pylant and Dr. Kate Leonard,
and for the love and support

of her parents and her fiance

Dr. Rose Norman

UAHuntsy AAUW Rep

year. Any suggestions are
appreciated, and can be di
rected to Rose or to Sarah

Jarbre.

Committee positions are open
for 201072011 as well. See
page 9 of this newsletter for a
partial list of committee posi
tions, and contact Sarah if you
are interested in serving as
chair, or as a member of any
branch committees. We also
have short-te rm projec ts for
those who feel they don’t

have the time for a full-time

F\«x\mun

Huntsville Branch

Appointed Chairs

Reservations
Lois Guendel

880-8643

Herb.Guendel@knology. net

Events Notification
Lyndsey Torok

Friendship
Rebecca Harbor |
371-1929

RebHarbSTP(@

Diversity
Renea Gooch, Erin Reid

Frost

Public Information
Evelyn Sabino
88

Evelyn

Public Policy
Wanda Foster
By-Laws

Open

Hospitality

Pat Johnson

Yearbook/Directory

Lvndsev Torol

Historian/Archivist

College/University
Representative

Dr. Rose Normar

pring.com

Alanna




