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Setting: The play opens in Columbiana, Alabama in 1954 with Professor Hallie
Farmer, and shifts to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1915 for Pattie Ruffner Jacobs

Historical Notes:

In 1920, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibited the states from
denying the right to vote based on sex. Nevertheless, Alabama and many other
states maintained voting requirements, such as the poll tax and literacy tests, that
prevented women and minorities from voting until long after 1920. Alabama
finally ratified the 19th Amendment in 1954, 34 years after it had taken effect. In
1964, the 24th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibited states from
denying the right to vote based on failure to pay poll taxes or any other tax
Alabama began allowing women to serve on juries in 1966. The Alabama
Constitution of 1901 remains in effect today, with 665 amendments: 46 more
proposed amendments are on the November 2000 ballot.

Research, writing, and production of this play were made possible in part by grants
from the Alabama State Council on the Arts, the Alabama Humanities Foundation,
and the UAH Humanities Center, Alabama Representative Sue Schmitz, and by

donations and matching funds from the benefactors listed on the enclosed sheet
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Sisters We

"Sisters We" is an innovative women's  cappella quartet. Accomplished
musicians all, this quartet has a unique style and sound created by the
combination of their individual talents. These women have performed
individually, as members of larger musical groups, and their quartet has
been performing in the Huntsville area since June of this year. "Sisters
We" enjoys a wide range of musical styles, and plans to add to their
repertoire for future performances.

Suffrage Songs (pre-show)

These three selections are taken from Gerri Gribi’s women’s music webpage
http://www.creativefolk.com/folk.html, and from Gre the Ballot to the Mothers:
Songs of the Suffragists by Francie Wolff (1998). This songbook uses many
traditional melodies with words created to support and embrace the suffrage
cause.

Oh Dear, What Can the Matter Be? Words by L. May Wheeler

Columbia's Daughters Words by Harriet H. Robinson
Music: Hold the Fort

Yellow Ribbon Words by Marie Le Baron
Music: Wearing of the Green

Other Feminist Songs (during reception) e

Sit Down Sisters A Traditional Spiritual
Mothers of Our Country  Words and music by Janet Underwood
Accompanist, Carol Crosslin

A song of remembrance for the women of America's past and their,
fight for freedom. RN
Sisters We Words and music by Janet Underwood
A celebration of the unity of women. st




Columbia's Daughters
Words by Harriet H. Robinson
Music: Hold the Fort 5

Hark: the sound of myriad voices
Rising in their might!

"Tis the daughters of Columbia
Pleading for the right.

Chorus:

Raise the flag and plant the standard
Wave the signal still;

Brothers, we must share your freedom
Help us and we will.

Great Republic, to thy watchword
Wouldst thou faithful be,

All beneath thy starry banner

Must alike be free.

(repeat chorus)

The Yellow Ribbon
Words by Marie Le Baron
Music: Wearing of the Green

Oh, we wear a yellow ribbon upon our woman's breast,

We are prouder of its sunny hue than of a royal crest;

"Twas God's own primal color, born of purity and light,

We wear it now for liberty, for justice and for Right.

"Tis just a hundred years ago our mothers and our sires

Lit up for all the world to see, the flame of freedom’s fires;
Through bloodshed and through hardship they labored in the fight;
Today we women labor still for Liberty and Right.

(Update verse and chorus by F.Wolff, 1997):
We have been through wars and poverty, pollution and the bomb;
Our nation needs our women to be dutiful and calm;

We remember our foremothers, Carrie Catt and Susan B.,

As we cast our votes for tolerance, for peace and liberty.

We still wear that yellow ribbon upon our woman's breast,

We are prouder of its sunny hue than of its royal crest;

"Twas God's own primal color, born of purity and light,

We wear it now for justice, equal pay, and equal rights.



Pattie Ruffner Jacobs (1875-1939)

Early in the 20th century, the energetic president of the
Alabama Equal Suffrage Association, Pattie Ruffner
Jacobs, traversed the state encouraging support for woman

suffrage. In 1915, she and her colleagues organized 53
» leagues across the state and collected over 10,000

signatures on the suffrage petition they presented to the

Convinced that democracy did not exist as

long as women were excluded from the ballot box, she

argued eloquently in the state and the nation.

Hallie Farmer (1881-1960)
During the 1930s, 40s and 50s, Hallie Farmer, a history and
political science professor at Alabama College for'Women
(now the University of Montevallo), took up the suffrage
mantle as she encouraged women to stop “pussy-footing
around” and take a more active part in government. She
lobbied for prison reform, a repeal of the poll tax, the
establishment of a merit system, and a re-write of the
Constitution of 1901. The late Senator John Sparkman

called Hallie Farmer “one of the most active and able

persons we ever had in Alabama.”

A Note from the Playwright

In the spring of 1999, I got a call from Rose Norman. Would I be interested-in
doing a little something to help celebrate Women’s Equality Day that August?
Having had great fun working with Rose and the UAH Women’s Studies Program
before, I quickly said yes. It ought to be easy to pull something together in a few
months. As a teacher I had the summer free to play around with ideas. Rather
quickly, however, our notions about the “little something” began to grow. Grants
were written, consultants were hired, committees were formed, artists were
approached — a year passed Many times last winter, when I was drowning in
research and wondering where the play was, I would hear from Patricia Sanfmon ’
or Elizabeth Perry or Lynne Rieff, saying just the right words to lift my spirits. And,
support came for Rose’s end of the work, too. Time after time, she would need a
little more financial support for some part of the project and, almost miraculously,

it would come. We began to shake our heads in wonder, and laugh. Now, a year
later, we're premiering Women Great of Heart, celebrating the lives of Hallie
Farmer and Pattie Ruffner Jacobs. But we are also celebrating the lives and work

of the galaxy of women and men who supported this project with their time,

money, ideas, and words of encouragement. We have all come to believe that

Hallie Farmer and Pattie Ruffner Jacobs are women whose story needs to be told.

We hope you'll agree.
Bette Yeager, July 2000
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Become a Friend of Women’s Studies!

Women's Studies at UAH is an academic program focusing on the contributions,
perspectives, and experiences of women in all areas of human endeavor. Women and
men may earn a minor that develops a multidisciplinary understanding of our world
Friends of Women's Studies (FWS) is the community outreach arm of this academic
program. The goals of FWS include supporting community involvement in Women’s
Studies events, sponsoring cultural activities and events that honor and empower
women, supporting women scholars, artists, and performers, and fostering discussion
of issues affecting women's lives. For further information or to join, call the UAH

Women's Studies program, 256/824-6210
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Future performances of Women Great of Heart are scheduled
the Guillot University Cente niversity of North Alabama, on Thursday, September 21

for the Performance

the Hoover Library Theatre irminghan I turday and Sunday, November 11

1ormation on
I'he producers wish to thank Precision Graphics Associates,

3303 Governors Dr., Huntsville, AL, for donating printing of this program




