Remembering

Thousands
turn out for
AIDS Day

ceremonies

By John Staed
Fost Herald Repueter

The names evoked the emotion. They
connected the memories, the faces

Names of AIDS victims were read at the
Unitarian Church of Birmingbam yeser-

also were read at the Birming:
am Civi Rights nstitue.

A woman at the church clutched a
crumpled issue and cried sfly as mus
cians play
Wiave dl of (o disease, A a gulery in
the museum, & handful of people looked
quietly at quilis adorned with pictures
poems, and names of vietims.

Visitors to the church's AIDS service

rovided names to be read. There was

bbie, whose doctor said she will die of
AIDS before Christmas. And Jeff, who is
living with AIDS. And Robert, Billy, Jim.
Joey, Mary, Steve, Leonard, and many
more.

At the Civil Rights Institute, where part
of the Names Project’s AIDS quilt hung in
a gallery, a woman quickly read through a
book filled with names of vietims na
tionwide. After four hours, she'd advanced
only lothe “Bs.

Yesterday was World AIDS Day and

[ DS deaths in Alabama

AIDS deaths mnﬂnue to
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thage who've been ouched by the disase
lank time to remember. Ball
leased at the museam, Ch reh bells rung

a
at |4u pm member this is the 141
year of the epulvm:c A walk and a memo-
rial service were held last night.
Celeste Burmum of Bimingham came o
5 quill because she
iasiriends i the theater in New Yark an
in the creative community in Birming
The arts community has been espec
hard hit by the disease.
She said she wanted to come “bec:

e of
my friends and friends | don't want to
lose.

More: than 250,000 peaple in the United
States have died of AIDS, and it is es
mated that oné in every 250 people has the
disease. In Alabama, the epidemic has
claimed moce thin 1,600 pople, with a 0
ast 7,000 people in Alabama who

Hundreds finish a candlelight march on World AIDS Day and enter Sauthside Baptist Church for a memorial service.

Alabama
ing cause of death
at of HIV infections

Ameng men age
AIDS is the third e
And in 1993, 30 per
oceurred in women,
Tony Morris, head of Jefferson County
AIDS In Minorities, sald part of the memo
rial quilt w ‘rought ts the Civl Rights
nstityte fecasse Dlacks is M.lhum are
especially hard-hit by th e He sai
blacks represent mo ha bt o all Ala
bamians who have AIDS or are in
HIV, the virus that c t
Some quilts simply had a name. date of
birth and date of death. One had a man's
steer riding contest
en to the deceased.
remembered a young
woman, had two teddy bears sewn on. An-
other had a sunrise. A paich with the name
Carol Sue had a woman's jersey sewn on
“One of the things that struck me when |
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me in here is there is a
crealivity imolved In
Burnum said

ot of love and
quills," Ms

Caballero, a refistered nurse
who attended the Unitarian €hurch service
yesterday.
the disease

patients.
se and after
gh it, some-
ballero sais

When it comes to this
watching somebody go L
thing's got o be done,” Mrs|

Yesterday's Unitarian irch service
was the first developed loghfly (0 remem:
ber AIDS victims musically, said Barry

Vaughn, an Episcopal priesi#nd musician

o research,

 Despte millions o do
has been found (06
ease. For mare informal
call the Alabama AIDSS
1-800-228-0468.

she has seefl the effects of




