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A LTHOUGH it is now one of the most familiar Jand-
- marks of the history of long-distance cychng that
Frank Shorland was the first man to wide over 400
miles in the day, and proceeded from 413 miles
1615 yds., in the 1592 race, to 426 miles 440 yds.
1893, and 460 miles 1206 yds. in his third year, it may
be interesting to hark back ta the year preceding the
first of these cvents and survey the then existing posi-
tion of 24 hours competitive work on the road. For,
strange as it may seem to those who are wise after
the cvent, Shorland did not stavt at Herne Hill as
public favourite in the first race for the Cuca Cup. 1t
is true that he had won the North Road 24-hour race
in 1891 with 326 miles to his credit, but M. A. Holbein
had won the previous four all-day cvents of the
N.R.C.C. with progressive totals from 265} miles and
202} miles in the two events of 1888 to 321 miles, a
uniqué performance on solid tyres, in 1889, and in 1300
had done 336} miles, winning on a cushion-tyred cycl
against all pneumatically-mounted rivals.  He had
fallen-in the 1891 race, but
its winner’s total was not a
record.  Moreover, in the
November of 1591, Holbein
bad undertaken a private
trial of 24 hours duration on
the track at Herne Hill,
establishing a track record
of 361 miles 1446 yds., and
this private trial confirmed
the general public view that
Holbein ought to outstay
everyone in an all-day ride.
But the intimates of both
Holbein and_Shorland had
greater belief in the younger
man for the essentially
trickier work of the track,
for, great as Holbein was as
a stayer at high speed, he
never had a sprint up his
sleeve, and the fight which
on the road would get a man
away, and keep him away,
wasa different sort of task
ffom the ever - recurrent
competitive effort against
men who were trying to lap
cach other by incessant, 1f
irregular, efforts. More-
over, on paper form, Shor-
land’s small-total win of the
’0] road “24” was on a very-
wet day, and in the previous
race_he failed only becauss
of his being knocked off his

bicycle when leading Hol- beat the ex-
bein by ﬂm_._:ﬂ::s_ _:E s ;M:_.‘m _ﬂmszh
gin, so thoso who realized g T, Bigiake at the time of his greatest 20-hour  OF o

that the “extra dash of o ile ride, when be finished second to Shorland ~ -INiS. 51 sees..
youth, the ability to sprint  ang defeated all other safety riders, Fis record ~ Which stood
as well as stay, and the still stands. to Edge’s cre-
knack of tackling every dit, Shorland,

competitor as and when he made his effort, wore
characteristics of the then less famous rider, pinned
their faith to Shorland from the first,

In that first event, it soon was seen that Holbein
was out of his element on the track, and he never ~
gavo the winner any{{rouble, for after the first real
scrap Holbein Jet the'leaders go, preferring an oven

ace, but, ::,.B.a?,:.%?:..i that track work was not
his game, retired and took no more part in any. com-
petitions. It is no disparagement of that great rider
10 note, his limitations. His list of records stands as
unimpeachable testimony to his greatgpowers as a
cyclist, but the path was not a place that suited him,
and he wisely left it alone. ’
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RIDES THAT
MADE HISTORY.

« The first four hours or so of the raco
passed unoventfully ‘at a fairly high
waiform fspeed, but the scrap which
scattered things arose curiously shortly
after 80 miles. F. Edge was riding
with Shorland in the leading group,
and_certain fogd was Ield “out, in-
teaded for Edge, which Shorland, in a

ful fashion, phicked from the prof-
piavful fashion, plucked from the prof
of Edge’s as-

sistant, Na-

turally net-

tled at the
expropria-
tion of his
banana,
Bdge said a.
fow things,
suitable to
the occasion,
al-

This photogr.
timers’ Rally
the rather
feehle prac-

An interesting portraiy
Bantam front-driver,

'
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SHORLAND'S

t of Mr. F. W. Shorland, cn a
held up,by Mr, G. Lacy Hillier.
APh was takenat . the. last Ripley Old-

by Sir Chatlegs Friswell, himsell an old

racing eyclist of the earlt Paddington Track days.

:g_%o;ia_,. a.q
developing & squabble. until
Shorland remarked that if
they could not agree they had
better part, and with that he
put down his head, left the
whole_erowd,
lapped the lot,
and then, no-
ticing  that
the 100-miles

int was not
Fx"off, kept
np  pressuré
sufficient  to

by doing 5 hrs. 5 mins, 3 secs., perform.
ing tho unusual feat of beating a man's
record and the man himself simultanc.
ously. J, E. L. Bates, the only other
entrant on 4 geared Ordinary, had re-
tired at about 95 miles when this rush
for the hundred was in progress, but
Edge kept on in a good second place

until after half-time, when at 226 miles

he also retired.
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Brundrett,

J. M. James had now worked NS 2V e
through inte second place, but Shor- = e =
land, having a useful lead, was content ~ F. W, Sho is first win in the Cuca Cup
to ride at such speed as James cangd; . race (red yeling™),

ing the Bradford rider,

Besides theso sevon bicyelists,

All about the bicycle. : two men had started on fri.
P 2 cyeles—F. T. Bidlake and

i E. P. Moorhouse. The latter

had given_up

at 45 milos,

and the for-

mer, after

to travel, and only occasionally
forth & special effort to make an-
other lap, so without much incident,
but with n A_J.E of continued con'
sistency, Bhorland ran out a winner
with 413 miles to bis credit, J. M.
James lying second with 407 miles.
__w:._._:A _:.._= _._3:__5: of the North
oad Club were the onl, npe
S vt oy ly competitors
miles. J, F.
Walsh,  the
Irish m a n,
who had, on
an Ordi-

to
Shorland in
the road
contest  of
the previous
year, was
third, now
riding

out time be-
A
with 379 miles.

ratier too fast
a first 30, re-
tired at 200
miles.
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race, nor did Bhorland obtain his licence until the day.
before the event, in which be started short of train-
ing and not a little affected by the worry caused by
hostile  Unionists. Fortunately commonsense pre-
vailed on the Appeals Committee at the eleventh—or
should one say the 23rd I—hour, or there might have
been some ugly scenes at Herne Hill if the public who
had come to seo the rider who was now their red-hot
favourite had been halked by the follies of a licensing
committee that had not even begun to learn the ele-
ments of consistency in their efforts to carry out a
policy. However uifitted by the cloud of uncertainty
as to his starting, Shorland gave & good account of
himself on the day. Of the previous runners, neither
J. M. James, 8. F, Edge, nor M. A Holbein re-ap-
peared, but an early fight of extreme severity occurred
between Shorland and the newly-discovered Welsh-
man, A. V. Linton, who later achieved world-wide
fame as a long-distance rider in Continenta) contests.
Starting at a 21-an-hour average, and doing a trif
more in the second, and a
further trifle more in the
third, the leaders bogan
hustling at 70 miles from the
start, when Linton stuck to
all the efforts mado to leave
him, and_Shorland, having
trouble with his bicyele, had
to change his machine, and
lost a lap. After this he car-
ried on n fierce contest with
Linton to regain theflead,
still further got into trouble
by croppering, remountad,
wd renewed the all-out
crapping, until, as_in the
Girst race, the 100-mile point
was approached, Linton
leading, but the record was
just missed, it having been
pushed up’ earlier in the
year to 4 hrs. 45 mins., and
though only odd seconds oul-
side, Linton just failed to get
on the books for that dis-
tance, bub at 102 miles,
where the figures for the pro-
vious Cuca race stood good.
he, as leader, was about £0
minutes ahead of record.
Before the 110th mile was
reached, however, Linton
bad trouble, Shorland re-
ained the lead, and Linton
ied away to nothing and

Much in- e e stopped at 130 miles afor a
terest  was 2 i most game exhibition o
ovoked by this i, G, Shogland altec bis third slctory 13 Pk 43 a novice and & raro
first ovomt, o s Cup mcea sepradoction la - Lift for speed in spito of lack
and no fewer  Thetisfe given to this portrait at the time was  ©f sufficient help and exclu-
than 18 start- #The Long.d ngy” sive for in a race

ors got up on which Shorland had
the second

occasion in July, 1503, Shorland aban-
doning the front-driver in favour of
tho more usual type of bicycle, and
very nearly suffering rejection ‘from
the racing community in consequence.
Ho had quitted the Crypto Co. for the
Humber Co. for business advance-
ment, and the N.C.U. considered him
as unworthy of a licence, on tho suppo-
sition that he transferred for his rid-
ing ability, nob for his commercial
value. Vast trouble and stormy meet-
ings ensued, and his final appeal was
notheéard until the week after ths

of this kind helpers insido
tho ring are vital to success,
and Lisiton wad, i rskBown ang virtually friendless.
The breaking-up -tactics Laving demolished the most
serious opposition, it now transpired that the rider
who was lying second was tho tricyclist, F. T. Bidlake,
the three-wheel division that year including five
starters, the others being H. Arnold, who had re-
cently Become the hour-record holder for the type,
F. T. Bowen, who had beaten the two hours record,
Delancy Dods, apd“J. G. Sames, a veteran. Dods
stopped very early; the 50 miles was taken more
steadily than in the previous year, and when the first
fluery among the broad-gange vehiclos began, Bidlake
aged to get.a lap lead, and resumed steady run-
" Bowen dropped out at 75 miles, Arnold wmﬂ.uan
A

a to
an unchallenged claim.




