
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear  Mr. Webb: 
i 

L a s t  fa l l  your Office of Manned Space Flight requested that the 
Corps  of Engineers  undertake a lunar  construction r e s e a r c h  study. 
This  study has  now been completed and our r epor t  has  been del ivered 
to  Mr. D. Bra inerd  Holmes. I a m  inclosing a summary  of the r e s u l t s  
fo r  your  information. 

The two-volume r e p o r t  on this study defines the specific r e s e a r c h  
. and development effor ts  requi red  to provide a lunar  construction capa-  

bil i ty and provides a detailed s tatement  of the scope of those pro jec ts  
recommended for  F Y  64 funding. It analyzes existing acnd planned faci l i -  
t i e s  available for  such  a p rogram,  and p resen t s  pre l iminary  c r i t e r i a  for  
additional faci l i t ies  needed, It recommends  that these be combined into a 
s ingle  " E x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l  Engineering Center"  devoted to this and re la ted  
effor ts ,  and provides a suggested plan for  organizing, manning and oper-  
a t ing this  Center.  Final ly ,  on the bas i s  of the above, i t  provides refined 
e s t ima tes  of schedules  and funding in a t ime-phased plan of action fo r  
achieving a lunar  construct ion capability on a schedule compatible with 
c u r r e n t  NASA thinking for  manned lunar  exploration. 1 
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W e  have examined seve ra l  possible  plans for implementing the i 
ne'eded r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m .  Based on our engineering study of the pro)- 
lesn, a plan has  been  recommended that would apply special  A r m y  capa-  
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Our r e p o r t  has  not yet  been reviewed, nor i t s  conclusions *and 
recommendat ions concurred  in,  by the Department  of the Army o r  the 
Depar tment  of Defense. If you d e s i r e  the participation of the Corps of 

' 
Engineers  i n  the execution of the p r o g r a m  a s  recommended above, I - 
will  s eek  the necessa ry  concurrence and approvals s o  that I can  init iate 
e a r l y  planning for  the support desired.  

We a r e  happy to  have hadcthis fur ther  opportunity to a s s i s t  you i n  
the manned lunar  p rogram,  and look forward  to  fur ther  participation in  
the lunar  construct ion pxogram. 

My personal  congratulations to  you on the outstanding successes  

i achieved i n  yes terday ' s  flight. 

- Sincerely yours ,  


