
s u m ~ ~ r  ; : C ; ~ E F Q S S X Q ~ ~ ~  Enquiry 

'ihc enclased information is fon~arded f o r  your use in rcsponse to 
Scnntor ,2ndcrsonrs lcttcr to :ir, Ir'cbb regording the S-I I-T accident 
at the : i ississip~i Test Facility. 



TIE misfit bctbqecn t l lc facility M2 a d  &-ah line a d  the 

S-11-T stage was rc jccted by North Awriczn Aviation (NM) inspection. 

Tlie probfcm was referred to NM engineering for disposition. NM 

engineering took action t o  pmpcrly position the l h c  for connection 

t o  the stage. NAA measured the force reqrzired to position, the line and 

then detcrmjned that the resulting prcload on the stage plus t h e  loads 

imposed by the nomal static operatiions tqould not degrade the str'uctu~l 

strength of the stage under n o m l  operatiorts. 

Thw, in keeping with established procedures, the contractor had 

t o  his satisfaction adequately resolved t h e  problem, and according to 

the i r  determination, the solution did  not jeopardize the saf cty of the 

S-11-T, nor did the solution cause a cost or schedde impact, 

For practical staffing reasons, W.9 inspectors do not canduct 100% 

coverage fo r  t e s t s  sucl~ as thls one invalvinrr non-fliqht hardware. k a 

result, only if there appeared t o  be a sipnificml problem ~rcu2d the 

g o v e m n t  be &fed fn t o  participate with tho contractor in the 

solution, 



In  ~ Q W  le$"te,~ $;ctrch 6$ of t"rxis year, you z~ZrcC7 

sonr?,~ ",Y and 1;lISA g ~ c e c d ~ e s  f o r  'J;tsdnQllng tkc 6 c P'3. c.j.chCy 

&h?,t cy:is-&d b&~j@en the S-Xx-T ctaxc thc L;a.::;:AL2y 
, R 4  ;<+.$ 

HI2 , pill ar,d &pzin line. Eo1ngy.r; grvurid tent :?sf cl.c, 

on t P c  cf30rL such as szfctg, sc'nc&ulc, cost , .  c$c,  or :.:2ca 

2n i ~ t e ~ f a ~ c e  problem bc't'ticc~ c:'::::? con-k~*cc"c~~ ~ 2 3 2  $.szt-ak~~id, 

pro3 Jem. 

his i n s g z c ~ ~ ~ r s  CuIy PCTCPTZQ t h e  problem to 1;:-~; c z ~ : l r ~ c . c ~ L l z ~  

jrou? 'cr Gis$os i t~on.  Thc e n g l n c c r l n ~  z c t l o : ~  vzs, $9 

gos i t ion  the line. !lna;inz $113~ v a h c  $hhey tncn c?2ks'i"7~-11:~5 



I .  sac s*~we%urzl ctccngl;l'l o r  the s$asc t o  a level %ha9 Y ~ S  

kzz:,~Goi~z t a  t?:e n~m.zl e r q c c t ~ d  o p c ~ a t l o n ~ ~ .  T k ~ u 9 ~  f II 

to the dctc1*1n5nnbion, the co lu t io l~  aid nou~og~r .~1S . sc  

safety of the S-11-3 nor did  the soLution czusz G cos'i or 

nomal opcrzttool? lcvels  in cu3por'i; of the proyoll~.zlr;,e kzd.dt?x 

YZQ l n ~ . ~ v c r t ~ n t l y  over pressurized and d2stroycd. Ti12 

f ac t  -I;hc,t 'GI32 Z ~ S C  LET 2 tank ~'fas grcz?,su~Lzcd ko o';l:-x ~ZGX::'.~ 

valves 



$he boox or the B % ~ I ~ , c  cx15  ti:^ CCXISC czrno"t;30 t7, c t .~ , r i cc  

of the tzdc t!~a~Xl. 

but ~2';l:ap Ln WIG Eonx-5 a flndln=;s kl?a% ;;'nc fitllurz P,c~E?=?-?--TJ 

c ~ c s ~ ~ d  a vc,Lue much Lccs tilzn u'ttirr.zzc lozfi, >QI.;ZVC~;'~ 

3 Ctcza  trcyc: 
I 

I r " - ,:-.. ,' * " 3 (1) ~1~~ kg------ ..... < :z load i r ~ ~ ~ ~ o z c d  by t l ~ c  '7111 ppr,C! dpCI'11 

pr~L~t::cI on3-y cnn r,ic?r;rcd the r z & ~ ~  L Q C ~  zp:oc% ;iy -i;fiz fi~-+.".-- L -. .,G - '- u 



and kh? problca C~j.~.;;?slly calLed to the a k t e t l l i ~ i ? .  OP 3JASh 

cl3d yo , -+.- ,=oLt7~cZ, in cnethzxl m,n~?.u"r. 

3n m y  event* $2 the ccnxSr~~cto~ta  c?..cLion had bccn 

An 2~231- t-v.cn as tM.5 can only be de'ckctod if the ~ovc;m~crat  

chooses to filly Snvcstigatc wieh cc$inccr2ns cralyscs 

evejyj Lnc3dcr,5 af khis iy_oc rzqur~L= 100;: p2ctZc$3zt:ton 

on k:% p2,r-b o r  tk!c govcnm.cnt In a Z I  ~ctivitScz cccocfz5c5 

with the han=?lim of p0'12m3 t293 ~ ~ I C ~ Q S .  

Xincescly, 


