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Contemprasy his tory inevlLably requiras She careful use of i n t e r -  

vie-Gs tk:eir in&-s2cyns9i. assaw s ; ~ &  ~ ; ~ ~ y i ; ~ ~ ~ - s  lpzards, ;;.$- 2s a 

whose people and eelvrly y ~ - o ~ 2 7 ~ 3  were i&t.Ti-i;r;i; ?r~,i zmy other c g ~  J G ~ ~ S ; ,  

c o q l e x i t y  of t'ne h lz to r imls  task  in FLGA even if ~ ~ r e l ,  ap%c%ac.Lil?z, .nd 

world-?..de i a p ~ c t  of space &.ffairg w&re no-3 inliirinal.c t o  Yc~c ~eth~dologica3- 

prcibbem~ of the hfstoriari. The ~s-h:rj of ~ c 2 c s z c  z th  LesL;?,aZog~ in th? 
* 

seriec of hi~ZrClr5.28~ z%ch project in 'bihic'ri ;22133 ~ro-~i-d.= a rcoaogrz~hic 

"butlding block" for the  o ~ ~ ? r a U  ngeacy history d - t ixz te ly  ?co be 'crea-keci 

in volumes si&3= to The 3.m~ VorMt3 troluae I of t h e  b232 kZa-t;~ry, --- 
. Progrsm Series, of which Siris - -- _l:e:lT - Oce-,A --- .. .- (~~-&203.) bj fl~snoon, 

PJe=~~der,  snif Grh.(dood was -hh2 f i z - s  t ?ubll &ed. 

, Center Series, of which Ve?txrrz ixt3 Sr~sce (sF-.~so:I-), d e d l n g  
-.* .... -." .~~=-.uui-*>-.- 

with the  Cbd&<?.rd Sgace PL1gh-L Center, v i l 3 .  be first 

. Elmagen-nn-L end , 2 ~ n i s i ; r a - ? ~ i v e  $cries, of whi.ch 30skabC,~s An 
A&xJ nis-trnt ivz ---- HisJcory of N(t.SA, 1958-53 ( ~ i ? . - k i ~ l )  ;ias 5% 

--LU*-P-...&&~-.- 

firs% p u b i i ~ b z < ~ ,  



I n  dditr lon,  =LIY~& ail other docilmenlzd ckmnol.ogies ( lLs .~ ;~on~ .~ t . i c s  -- ~Kid .- 

Aerone,t.~tica), -- m d  ~cpcc id  studies arz &Lao issued, such as The -- %.sto:-i;r of - 
Rocketry ----a- (%?ape Sta te  Uni-v, Press, ~$4)~ pad ?.he Linkt 8 

ir! Pro jcct M e r c q  (SP-4002). A I A s t  of .all ;?3A historled. pdblications 

r;Afl~  is attached. E P J ~ T , ~  b , ~ i n g  less ciar;if;if'iafi &-&$ t&q 335-6 R a  AgezeLes, 

is dso. blessed i n  $-hrz& vae re,3;&-.&s Of ~ - L s  ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ . p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j  ~ ~ ~ c ~ G ~ , j . y ~ g  . .  2-, A&, ,.!--,--.T . ;rj 

cm be esai2-y piblislrzd. 

We have l"ow2d oral histsry' i s  be35 i '~ ,~ -bI*u i~- i i eC i i ~  concert 'tri-Lh 2 

specific project, them, o r  s ~ ~ b j s z t ,  =3 2ari'omed by the  hlstorlarr 

obligated to do the  actual resenmch md 7x;~it:ng, 3u:tl;;~~ibili"Ly Tor the 

use of oxal h i s ta ry  interuievs i n ,  ue believe? the ic6Lspensii1le Pezt:iire of 

valid c a 3 t ~ i b u t i o n s  t o  ' E s t o q .  

IntcMey&ng of key of'..P<.r,<~ls c ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ & . c ~  pergoLl~el  a:J. 

leve ls  18 cox-pxndsd i.~-%r-ta"I"ciy by Lhz ;Bac",th:x% they. rzrrzin e??:!;ser~?l~.: 

busy persons. Altlos'i al l  become, as %tie C c p t h  of th? h i ~ ~ t a r i ~ d  res@&iach 

becomes evident, Lb~raugXly d e d i e ~ ~ % d .  "b  %he cts.c~;z':.ent~l~c~ion of %he f"~~7.1. stor-,.- J J 

no h E d s  barred, while it i s  fresh aild hot, ~ b 6 -  hbi-i; of n w s  mzdia 

take staP,e~1ents out context, prodfies the  grea.tes% bzd-lcz-  'to ovepcoie. Yet  

they f ind  thrmcclves fuJ ly  c ~ m i l t e d  t o  heavy cmirent obl2.gal2oiis =d not 

eager t o  be iliterviewed *&-thouL '&wing sor~e tiae f o r  refr--.shing their 

memories. T M s  1s ve,y different -%ha intel-cziefing "old. %lr;lers" ~j-i-21 l i t t l e  

else to do but e x t o l l  the  paat, and their rcle .in it. It should be notad 

the,% alrezdy the  fatali t ies and passing of key Ferconc in s p c e  affia.l.rs has  

ra ised the historical. value greatly of intemlevs ~tLre5d.y p:3~for1~&, wMch 

only enhances the ultir~lil-be contribution of conte~worary his tory,  Amng thzoe 

should be mentioned the l a t e  Yo'm F. Kennedy, ;XU@ L. Dr-~Sren, R ~ ~ . ~ . L ? o I , J ~  hv"' .--i., 3,-..3 ... , 



Gui-: Griscom, Lloyd E<:r!r?a.zr, ir~?3r-izr~k f i 3 . ~ ~ 2 3  in the ii, S. g,tmsrx.ce 

program, The dmgers of t he  last ax~-t.i,~/ors xaarpf ng historical  ap$recl~tion 

via o r d  hfs'coly is,  of' course, generally r e c o ~ i z e d ,  ma 1 abaXt, not xientien 

any names. 

. " hotf ier  ~q",que spj.,rddff ouir c~n-kxqa:.ary acilsto:r~ i~-&il/-I-e-:s 23 t*w+ . v 

ex.jsJGcene f i jes pre b&-'- -i;.-,aeCJC,2< lor fikx,:c2 j - b ~ ~ j ' ~ a l  -- - .w.-?p S. z -&.a -. -- i -:: -; ' 
A r pL&y, Jb;, ub..:.,L;.c. sey 

,,ji :ir yecal,l witholy8 y3-f re shzaefit prtxms a m  reainaed- of the i i s i L a L i c i l ; ;  of ;- -** "  

by the  inte-mzewer by cc'~~~z;>;.?.;: $..~s:q C ~ ~ O B . , & ~ S ,  ~32.33il633~,Zri.q &&. 0f'f'j.ee 

a top f t ~ y e  6ictab& -thought,.:: z;;t t ke  S X P , ~  0:: ep,-,:1 , ,,. ~ T ) * J - - :  ,. &,fig day for %k 

another pss ib ie  use of L'ae t z ~ z  r~ecor5.e~ a2-ilc'il si23ul.d be fiotc3, In .S,'X:-E C ~ S C ,  

th@ tape m&; t,aken ~GSIE: da i ly  r&%@.htr Y~E? :e$~i~:ed i n  ~I ;CP o:?fice SO -bhzL't tht3 

hazard of ssconcl tho '~~ghts  7 ~ ~ . s  e.~e,lCl-d, B ~ w  I;=,~ci,y can t?,e I -Lsto~lz~i  %be? 

been associated ~5th -the fo2.Lo-d.;1~:: 

. E x i t  in tervleva of ret ir ing o r  otksfi?:se dsgs~ t ip lg  ?;:j:;,SA 
persons, m.inly g s ~ i ' o ~ e d  only  :qtith key po'~:l.r: b ~ e a ~ ~ s c  ..-. 
of the lack of' mm;a:rer.  



. Major p m p a  histories, 811ch z4 %he Hercury his%orf, and now 
including A p a X l ~ ,  Ranger, Vmguard, m d  o t h ~ r s ~ .  

. N ~ e r o u s  intervilewa of PLL3A ~CPSO.CGV?~  have also been pe~crmcd 
by variotls acadie~,?i@ stulnn-ks af ~mrzgement, pEdicaP  ecience, 
axid history, gmera3.2~ no% recorded, and, hence, nst ex- 
ploiting fa-ma1 o m 1  N s t n q  ~r;"2"aods, We also sol-:cite end 
file ala. taped speeches,.~ress conferences, axid ot'ilel- Live 
everits for fatwe X s t o r l c d  pm&seso 

M S A  -b$s%oor"rcal. IntemIews we zoA-xSLiy t~t3;tis~?2bed~ axxi ei!i-%e& =id 

attach r@h%ed &ocmen%s. The & ~ r i @ z d  tapes m e  9130 re-tsinsd, a.Ushctrg$ 

we have not de%el-rained tPlclr a c - b d  Pifatxme t&tk;ou;% c"xxiwl. exercising. 

and It is filed ~ 5 t h  other rehted E J . E ~ % ~ ~ S E S .  Aeceas to Cam is o~Ly for 

MASa M s t o r l c d  

eqbias  why we hve no% ywk issue3. a aaWog a? ow TQEA EsborieaJ. inter- 
s 

vtewe. It is often possible to obtain UEF! 04 these inzar-cevs for dlrcet 

citation, or for back0mmci ~ I L b r l t  s i ; t r j . b ~ ~ i - ~ x ,  for OU%SICI~ s~boB5bf"s~ The 

HAEM FXistorical. ArcWve~, of course, are la-rg@T:: a p n  for say serious sckobr 

w2thout axe -i;o grind. We welcome your inquiries apznr3ed is a Itst of 

W A  histmr2atns end mnitors  whc~ m y  be ol: essisknca. k c  ozly gsefemed 

practice is %hat use of our m%eir"i&s best L ; ~ ~ ? B s  history vben we can receive 

feedbrrck by rzcaipt of the a c t u  use mde of thc material by orrtaide schohs, 

In this manner, we earn help later schob,rs avoid d~lplicattion ol effort. 

For purposes of disrmasion, Jitaes M, Gr5mmod, E3%o25611 of the Wmed 

Spacecraft Center, Eouston, Te-xas, =d tJi3Ai.m D. Pitrxas Ass i s" , za t  Historia3 

for bianned  Space FLIght in Readquarters, b ~ e  pRpzlred t3~ug3iL~ on other 

aapects of our YWA eqxsience, 



The Pn. j a c t  Me~cvrlry- E:~gerler:ce .- 
5y 

J a e s  Me G$-x~uorl 

Manned s3ace f l i gh t  e f for ts  are so n a t i o ~ &  in scope that it would he utterly 

f oaliah to presume that history of a p ~ , r " c P c ~ - ~  p~agran omld be researched a d  

written fma doemen+,aQian that &&t by chzmce be coX2ec%ed fn one loc&BBi%y. 

AgC30, the rac i l r~ i sg  pmpeas rzLpr%s c,~:3;s;ing f ~ c . ~  t 2 c  ;?rngra-di~*ec%ing ae%i~ i ty ,  

wMle being quike kPpfl&, ere&-Le L'A~ h-yesa ion  -Zk&,,% %a ~~Iv&ZI 'being '-6 afii:'iag to 

with hbeiir deve%opsxrb, In &=tioa, t?;s ~ 3 4 - - - - * ~ ~  w . - , ~  hadiag "c%l deve9o~~~n.i ;  ol m~ise 

new ~ a ~ n e n t  T~ZOS.@ ofken %haxi no% ctarxap&e%eLy omif-l<;a, as t'ze end re&% f B ozi3.y 

pepor%&, Bbny sf the mjor ciwlsiazs, oBen m7.e x3ac2-%~=;"ace or by %eX@>b81et an? 

never p h s e d  in @ay ao@m~%~%ion--cn?y' iz Yce alnds of the prirn@ip,2~ aad %hose 

whro c-i& out the s%ipd.s%ions a: %he d~~f~31021r 

The historims m8ezll~cLed and mote Ymis --* XEY 0ecr.m: a-s* A %:;top 0." PmSect 

red2 zed very qv.ici&y idxi% tM s p ~ s j e c r  co-2.d :LO% be a@com?Ushet? in 8, ' v a e r n ~ ~  

Most of the W A  cen%ers, the r d U L m j  rcx-v5caz, intiustry, md. t b  ~ " e ~ s i t i e s  had bean 

involved in Prog*c.hy &2ermy., AB en initial COWBS of actiorrg tte three authors in- 

volved sought to talk ~ 5 t h  p2oyh who wsre aFcieAis't;~ in p & % e u ~  areas. These 

efforts carried the M ~ t o r i a a  aLi3"s %tl- Xmgth sad breaSch of t22 x~e,tiola. &sT&es 

i n k d e a n g  the cxper%s (over 200) t h e  nui%mus ''dedk e z ~ h i v e ~ ' '  XTJ~TB tapped 80 new md 

one intervllew xas taped end I sulfspoae th%t osiy x o d d  say tb9-k 16 %he only piece of 

oral history ace ed for Project Xercury. I dontend t k t  this is paying too 

mch attention to e, rigid dePinit ion m.4 r?oL zxug1 a;~i;en-i;lon to th2 reeded meaning. 

To ZE, forms of oral h i a t o r j  k73dcE be thi: nrLr@,c&ion of Z~31~siledgi3 91-3:i ~ i 3  i'iG.ai- 

dl& or indivldua3.s &out  tho circumb.ncea of =A evsnt cot recoded ir: 2 0 ; i d  cioc;~- 



a. yri"c.ten aglsf~er to a specified request, T B s  I R  not to say that I am awnst  a t ~ p e  

recorder, I an i n  complete agrcxmea"u; but a% the Bater date, when history is us~a13.y 

-nitten, rase the ac-torDs vex-batim  word^ a0 necassam or so deathless? Wh$it I 8bi? 

saying is dio not 8-kl-ezi.n so much over th.; precise definition of 04 history, I wm3.d 

U k e  to give an example of w h a t 1  w-thT&ms (srR3-histocs-rywhen osiLyimalemiew 

nu-%ea were %&en. 

weather, @-Id& less t h ~  a -nizl.uh,e a?.f;cr Ziz"x-sl;', 32,"~x-a c"iifSic.&Ly k2,s expefimcelti 

in gathering the rmli.ns fro= Vie 3czcb m& x:ixi r'Eoor fa ea a i t e q t  to trj piece 

together w h ' c  weat wrong, S h c e  t'LiZs -x,a ax3 ei~3atf or, yam &-ad "ins failures of the 

'g,& been ~30ely  ?ub%icized, t;k A ? u - # ; ~  ;I" Li~;i"e"i t<er::iu-y hmg Zenuon~ly -In L3e 

Air Force group desiS&%ea t o  imves't;f$p.%e %;a fall&-s m.3 pTQF36 8 b03~ltion) con- 

ducted meetings a d  6irec%c& tests %ha-5 ~J-EDBG ~;~f;-xxi %I;$ comtr;r, Son@ o-2 ?;kz 

decisions on ao1utions e m  be f o~md in 20:~rnL d~3c~rr&n%a-Lf 021, =:qy c%zns"s ~ ~ 7 ~ L e 3  

of the h- t te r ;  

a. SEUI Djl..&a b L e l  bad sketched on S G ~ B  %k%Lione~j' a "brsp3 C O ~ ~ % I ~ "  'LO strengzhen the 

upper section of the At?tas Imach vehicle. Ben Bo n a d  Zrr,sdc h t e h  of %he Aaro- 

space Corpora-bion told how they 'hail t%eorizcd ~ W G  %he s p ~ e c r ~ t - h u n c h  vehicle 

&pLer &ght be weak ssld how -they h d  augges-i;ed &&in& s t rengk.  

Administratare J a e s  E, Id2b'o and R~bclu"~ C. Sem-ms, 5ro, ne~t f f~ned  in In-terri-eds 

how other A t l a s  failurea hnca d e e ~ s e e d  the c1.mrrces of any imnsdia-tc bunch of Mercwy- 

A t h a  11; W A  mu3.d have to assme all. responsibility for mother fdlwe, Webb, 

new to the office at that %be, b,d t o  at -e  cleaxmcc t o  the k:ge Bayy force to deploy 

to the reco~@qy zone. 

These are but few sf the circuns-bmces swm-iadicg %ha decision t o  Esunch EC4-2, 

but the  mxmative dissuasion on %he subJect in a book, would b y r e  been withou-b vali2ity 
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*had nol; thla author8 sought ead talked With t h e  priiactpd ~ c t o r s .  

Brfef examples in .the &:eremy MsLoIry progee%, w3tch can be noted i n  This New 

Ocean, wherein oral  his tar^ provided the mre coapletta otory: 

. B~.I@I L. Dryden (only. taped inl;ervivd') t rmei%ion from ItACIA t o  ILGiA, 

Wow wA pt the msnned space fEigh% pra,gmx (Ki~afm's c a l l  

33d& C, Welsh, 30ber-k R, GiL-XI;"?, ~?@YCJ, Wa'Y~cr C, W % u l i s x ~ ,  ?as11 

Be -sar, e% d-4scir r f i ln  ko fly Ezrcwd:-Re&Lone 3 (~'ae~ard) 

in view of the  mbaknce o l  %kc 20-mf g c~ imi t%ee  rep&,  

Jmes L, LeT&s and F7a:pe E. Xco~~-..Zlnli.r?~&tm pllohLs in the 

mxofterg. atL?sr;,t of i43r;rcmy-Redsbne 4 ( ~ k t s s o z ) .  b & % a  said 

that Be BJd no% t;M& ~ ~ c l ? ,  EtP,esut. <~issox, he was i x y h g  'to 

savo the speec~af f t .  He s:&d %k~% ha ha4 $sen cmdilioned in 

tlds respect il-izing -I-,& tx-sialng zio~%hs, ar; %kc ststmnauts hpd 

seead t o  t h o r o ~ ~ ~ > S y  enJoy the ~ d ~ i e r  durlng tkz m a y  pmctice 

recovery  exercise^. 

. W i U t a r a  3. Dos:.&as, Don53.d K. SL&y"ion, and i47eb'o, c i r c m t a r r ~ e s  causing 

the rmov&l of Shyton Zrm K e r c d ~ p y  fl-igkt s-I;eetus, 

The irrterPPewa fo r  the Nercxriq faisP;ory, ~ b s  saxe 150 -mitten csments received 

fmm the c i ~ ~ ~ - t t a n  of a dmJ"1; edi t ion of ~tb-i; book, heve pma~ted  the expansion of 

the oral histaq- effort for PmJec.1;8 G-ni i%nd kpU.9, E T l a -  sensitive tape 

recorders were pusehased and a fow-month p r e ~ ~ a - b ~ ~ ~  pz ' lod  was set aside to nap 

out ftinsries and p'mase cpestions for tsntstive inteTVi-ew$e~. When r e d y  f o ~  one 

p . r - b i c ' d a z  phase the contractor kras cedled and toid t h , ~  tnz of people we w2-e 

interested i n  intervieving. A t  IicDameXL, the Gemini spacecmA% contractor, we asked! 

for the dce-president in charge of the pmgrarn; h i s  chief teehslicd Ueutamzrits In 

such meaa in gmgr-un ~ami;~aen-i . ,  desi ga (a,ernii)i~.1,,xxic an6 c0~~30~aent) cont-mt',th.g, 



8 

testlng, tminhng, md m~aufacturlng. Quite swprisedly, there knw been f e w  cases 

of "mike f l ight ,"  wMch 1 believe was c ~ x s e d  by two reasons: many of these indidduals  

had previous experfenre in making speeches to audiences of s o ~ e  size, md by ow 

strmctwlng the inteMevs fma 111emory rather that the sheaf of papers with Questton 1, 

Question 2, and so on, We have fomd that a good way to relax the in-berviewee is to 

a6k m opening question %-bout M s  baekrg.rowd and b w  he c a e  t o  o e m w  the p a i t i o n  

in t3e ~ m g r ~ ~ i l  of yaw 

a-petivc diseuesion a3mst ci.,wnolo@ca% fn m%ure. h o c c a s i o d  qu@sLiozb is -inter- 

ject& to clear out sane of "te teck.inica.3. j s ~ n  tb-t; ofisn ueraeales the en~nee-sqs 

t ' - ~ a  

sellq' on Yizelr cuccess, ask the incIi.aQ6xiL.i. about one sf the w ~ s ; s $  i;"kL~gs that kppmed 

i n  thef r  p a r b i e w  il.eve2o~cnt pdwgraa or pu-@sc-ly p'mas@ a q ~ e s l i s n  - k ; k b  p u  your- 

. self h o w  is wx-ong, lhre often tbn not, the reminder of Yhe ir teWew ~,riXl. be a8 

true to the circmsteaces t b ' e  hs-ppezed as Lh.at ind.lv%dusd can re?ftmber. 148 y6tt build 

up pw intex=rLew bas& on a px%Icubx"~ subjectzc, y~c l  earn &so mmtiorn El~afng an in ter -  

view t b L  you &re t d k e d  vl"i heve~"a3, people 03 this s1~bJ1-9ct and U B L  P;%ei_r nmes. 

You do not really p h y  one &@inst -the other, necessarlb, opxLl.y, t h a t  I s ,  but the 

factor 2a pre~en-t, and the indl.v-iihua1 becones a Ilttle wary of' ~mkfng c h l m  t:%t his 

coUeagues might r3.dicul.e. Also they seem to t a l k  i n  nore depYel. The i n % e s _ ~ I e ~  tricks 

that you bring t o  bear depend on your k:eam,ok%~& asad your jw3geaent sf the indivtdual 

involved. Thus far, we have visited abm't 16 oajox: Gednf coi?tractors, which besides 

the interviews a d  extra documentation that ?pu gathex hcf?s a second net result as 

yau v i e w  the areas in which the development pntgraxlrs were conducted-eften holding a 

piece of brrlware i n  your hand while t he  interview is  i n  pmgress. 

Besides the intertrjews a t  the ~mf .ous  contractors, the sarne type of program has 

been conducted e d n g  FT&A and ni1ita-y senricea praonnel. We have been c a r e f f d  to 

t r y  and search out the  governen% eour?terpwks fo r  %bse interviews we coc&uctcd 

i n  industry. The s t f ik ing feature that b s  deveXoped is the number of Iwe-to-faee 
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decisions tbt have been nade withoL?t full. doc~~~en tzwy  covewe.  Perbps the m a t  

lzi tercsting decision concerned the G-etkWi TTZI~~.S~: fl i@r; ,  In three days m d  ssne 

h a r s l  Limz a suggestion Fr-ae d e  i n  the f ield,  quickly worked. out, subrnltted to the 

P1"C?siil@nt, at18 t o  the Hertion by the Pse;si&entts off-kce csanmitting th i s  

country to a god. 

On Monday, October 25, @x, 4223 Azena La~3e-L vzMele failed t o  acMeoct or'sit 

for the firs* T ~ ~ & ~ Z V O U S  &s6ion  DOT ? w , j ~ c t  k 2 1 1 ~ I  f~~d3-e s-tll.3. t~ a C&pe Xemedy 

control center RoZ1owing this even%, Walter Btlrke of S4cDtxae*fi mentioned t o  Plis e%ef 

lteutenarat, J o b  YwUeyi; FS1Qy &dnP-t they r e a s x ~ e c t  and rd2.3-t a % h r t i n  r)ba of' so= 

six mnths before for a rapid hunch &ES"IQ.~S~Y&~OI;~Z 'Z1f~'M.e vmCed to mcB sp8ce- 

Vf I to 'oe used as a. rendezvo~s %arg& for spaceel-st iTl, T b t  nigMc they f lsv 

~ 6 t h ~  G i h t h  d.-.-acuased L$e p h  kitkt hts sides m d  csJZeZ George XE ?4mS2~er IT 

XB ?&. WeT5 *had t&m t'ne p m p a d  to the Pxsident .  Gi3m1t'ta polled his $*&f and 

t h e  answer -as yes. 1%ws&y, Oebbcr 28, l s g ,  klin"sa !40yzrs, t"Ie Pmsidentts  ~ T S S S  

secretary, ~~9nrxu lcd l  the plsn a% a ~ E L J ~ ;  eonf a m c e ,  anz~mring en-the spot tecfanicsl 

que~;tions by being i n  telel2mns contac-k %.pith J U m  Scbeejr, TL%Ass A s ~ o e I e t e  

Adnainistmtor fo r  Public Lfzfairs, who was Us"&nEng t o  the conference. 

Most of the circmJcmces surrounding thts e v b t  m e  in the rirln.de of the ?ririclpals 

involt.&. Many did t,&e the tine %o m k e  humied notes on their desk cKLen&zrs, and 

there am a f e w  inforndl notes taken while tha conferences were Pn progress. This 

even& however, seem3 dmost ind.ebfbiQ? inpr inted i n  the  &cda of the i n d i d d u a l s  

involved. These were fai,~er contmdictory stnstments M e  by 15 or so people t h a t  

touched on th i s  8ubJeet than any other eubject 1 have at-kcked. most 'hour-by-hour 

 pro^^^: can be discerned. The first rendezvous was per'mps the high ~ 0 i . n - b  of' PmZzet 

W n i ,  certainly it was t'ne m s - b  d r ~ ~ t i c .  



ti7mu"c2 IinerPfews have beea conchacted for t'ae Gemhi history wri t ing  projecd, 

Se:;*en-by percent, of these have been tmscribed; the taps bave been mfntainsd, 

For thc Ago310 pmgma, tzn o r d  kbistoq~ appmach 8 M l - w  to the CkbcaLni effort; 

is underway. .About 75 interview8 have beea conducted to &tee 



Reflections on NJBA Ord 3fatol-y. -- -- 
by 

W i f W m  D, l?~.~tum 

Our RASA experience with historical i n t e r v 3 ~ d s  has seemed to m e a l  three basic 

categories of benefits derPv3ng f i c n n  this techique atlr a research tool for ~ s r i t i n g  

Fir&, %be prsonsrf accour~ts of ac-Lval ~ t i ~ f ; t r n t ~  if? the events tend to put 

pmple back i n to  the plc%we. It is goo& can&itioning for & re~emcher to be e4xposed 

to pereondized r c c w a t s  of Vie events on wiii,ch he abeady has volusfnms miL-ken 

r e p o ~ t s .  Reports i n  my large Sureaucmcy, governen% or business, tend to be 

d e p r ~ o d i z e d  t o  %he extent where oce begins to fee% tb"c even%s took pbce "w~ouched 

by humm hands." TIE verbal. account of s ~ i w n e  in.2;mtew involved xe--bntro&uces Yle 

imp0-f h- fe.ctm krhieh is, of tmeprse, the esamce of history i t sex  

Sccona, my bias bmu@t to the ymJeet, or acqul~ed fa the process of rese~~sh, 

tends to be o f f s e t  mer the reae.a~c'ner has beard two (or mre) $Ides of the saze 

~ltory meouted Pn forceful f r t~*don.  A real fceltng for the co;pcyLesd%y of permrsat 

have been wader eonaidcm.tion, yet ~ P $ F  reached ~papr, cggl only Be revealed through 

the 0-4 Ms-trOry pmcess. Often thsae ape, on the pivotal. a s p c t s  of the histow 

peraoml dfssies, telepbne logs, and nmmaanb far the reconl wMch of'ten prove to 

be the barb m d  ooul of contmprary history often ttmed up whf3le interviewing 

mici-ts- i n  r + o r  events. Conversely, intcwicws are a m s t  efficient rmtusner 

i n  de6,enninlng the  ai&ificrtnce of'+what only n.pp2a.m to be a key b o m e n t ,  and often 

is not. 

One of the w;at imporkant lessons mergtng f r o m  our P W A  experience i s  the CP:O.%~OXI 

with which ineemiew evidence m s t  be v.se8. &en the most able a d  weU%mined 
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prcics~iomal historian is subject to being influenced by a detailed personal account 

of an impl" tant event, erapcid2.y *en this account is the first evidence uncovered. 

The lmnptation i s  especially strong when a ~ecorded lntervlew h a  been trmacribed 

and the evidence is present in black and white. I n  truth, or  course, the historian's 

professionaL task bas just begun at this point, for  he must f ind other cviclence-- 

documents or interviews--against w'nich t o  weigh the osrigfnal Interview. It is through 

th5s e-duatiom, tes-Ling, and ju&@~it t h t  the hi3Sr,orim's p~ofessPo~al  alxillity is 

exercised and, indeed, it is what  W e s  him mre t a  a mere r e c o d e r  of other people's 

views. 
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