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This i r  an o t a l  interview with Dr, Wernhes voa &8\ur4 
. I 

D i r e c t o r  of the G8orge C, Wsha11 Space Flight Centsrc, 

H ~ n t ~ v i l l a ,  Alabama, on Maxch 318t, 1964, We8to seated 
I 

hsre la D r .  V O ~  Braun'a office. Prerentn': a t  the intenti- i 

I 
i n  addition to Dr. von Bra- are Jlt. Eugene EmPPe, the NASA 

Historian, and Walter &hies, General C o w e l  of  NASA, 

Gohierr t wonder i f we might kick this off, Dr, von 

maun, with your maying oatmthing about the fitst tinre you 

mt President Kennew am3 his wi fe .  

sx von =aunt This was in the Path6 Studios i n  NW yak-- 

. I think 104th Street, somewhero up there in that area, I 

cannot pin down tha yeas, X t  muot hava been 1953. '54, or 

55, thereabouts, 1 t was -fore Sputnik, Both the then 

llsnatot Xmnedy and X had been invited t o  help nominate the  

Man of the Year for  the aext year, 80 from fhi8 I conclude 

t h a t  the meeting raurrt have been i n  blwanrber or December, 

because the new Man of , a e  Year i a  usually nominated on ~ ~ e w  : 

Yeaso.  Day, . : :  . i 
i 

.$'< 
I /.\ - 
. "?+ i 



Senator Kennedy and J&80 mue there and I had also 

btought my wife along and it 80 happens tha t  we had t o  w a i t  

for about am bou+ unt i l  the ahw vlu ready for w. Durlng 
. . 
. . 

this hour I had a long converoation with Senator Xemedy. 

My wife talked a l i t t le  b i t  t o  Mrs. Kennedy. . . - 

X r.l.pb.r ,that the discussion touched on quite a number of 

subjects, but a t  learrt half the t h e  the Senator spent on 

his  oldsr brother Who was ki l led  during the war i n  ur airplane 

accident that was actually pretty closely related to missile 

technology. I rmsraber that he said thia  was an older type of 

bombing aircxaft  that  had been loaded t o  the g i l l s  w i t h  

explosivsa and tho idea wao that it would be piloted up t o  a . 

certain a l t i tude  and then ret on autopilot, a t  which t h e  

the p i l o t  would bail out and the autopilot and the navigation 

gear was rigged i n  such a way that, after reaching the target, 

the plane would dive in to  the tatget. And, apparently, while 

he was readying the plane t o  go oa automatic mode, the airplane 
I 

ouddgnly blew up, k i l l ing  Senator # s m m ~ @ a  older brother. I 
I 

He spoke about this i n  connection with raisailm ac t iv i t i es  and 

aaid that gissilery has caae a long way since i t 8  uimple . 
. . 

begiaoingm, aad that he had been following our work i n  
Y L  

m l ~ s i l o  development wit9+gxeatest interest. That8# .bout 
C . .. , :. 

as far as this particular diocurrsion went. : . .  
. , .. 



We talked about 8 l o t  of ofher rubjectm, Senator Lthnnedy 

was actually doing most of the talking; I was doing amst of 

the limtening, and I found it v ~ t y  intriguing. Whenev= he 

w a s  through vith aomathing, X would shoot another quemtion 

on saae related quaation at hiro and he warr very, v e q  

responnive and I wam greatly irapres8ed by the breadth of 

hia  interest and tha broad a.pcttm of knowledge that he 

dirplayed, In  fact, X was no iapxesmed tha t  when X left the 

atudio I told my wife I wouldn't be surprised i f  the Senator 

would one day be President of the United Gtatea! I guess t h i m  

was my first get-together w i t h  him. 

ohiers The tables turned, I guese--the next time you 

aaw blm he was asking tbs questions .Ad you were doing the 

- 
pr. von maw: yes, 

Sohie~a I wonder i f  wa might move Lraa that period i n  

the f i f t i e s  t o  the t i m e ,  the rort of Wansition period, from 

the Eiasnh~war t o  the Kennedy Administration, when thsre was 
waa 

a good deal of mtuciy going on. one' of the atudies/being 

conducted by the Wiesner Cormnittea for the incoming President. 

During thia period, did any of the illcoming group, ouch arr 

PresiBentdlect Kennedy or Dr. Wiesner, or any m a b e r m  of 

hi8 camnittee, gat  i n  touch w i t h  you t o  find out what you 

thought ought to happen i n  the apace program? 



n Brawl If you ate referring t o  the period after  the 

election but prlor t o  the irrauguration of P r e r r i b t  #Cermedy, 

]I &net tUak that during that  ti^ X was involved i n  any 
/ 

majot discu8ioas8 but soon aft= the Inauguration, particularly 

aft= the appointnrent of tho t2+n Vica Pre8iBenk John8on as  - -  .. 

herd otT tho National Space Council, X war involved, 1 attended 

. . tw memtingr w i t h  the Vice Resident and a t  o& . . of these 

meetings the Vice President specifically asked ma t o  giva him 

my visws i n  writing as t o  what kina of a apace program I f e l t  

. . t h i ~  country should gursue. ffh felt--sombhW he made this 
8 I 

verydeaz-that we ougbt to'caramit ouraelver t o  sauething 
. . 

', real Amportant and he wau Lfnd of groping for  what tbat "real . . .  . . . .  
: .:. : 

1 . .  . . . . . .; .! ' : . . .  
. . . .. . ... :. . i : importanta reeally should be. In  othet words, should we cami t  1 .  ; . . .  : ; ". . . : 

. . *  

ouraelvea more t o  a a l i t a r y  program or t o  an exploratory I . : 3 .  
' I  
I r : program, and, i f  so, w h t  8hould be that military program and 

i 
, . 

' ' r t ~ a t  ahould be the axplorataty pro(ltam, ud 60 forth. I < < . .  - . , ,  . 8 . .  
. . i : i ;  '. 

taspond.d t o  hi8 invitation with a lettez, i n  which, among 

h . : land on the poon i n  a g1v.n period of timem would b. a good 
r : 

. . . . 4;- j . .. . . . . 
! ....:. 

5 . .  
, ? ,  ; . , ' .  . 
. " .  . $ .  j ;. . . now, i t  ray v& w l l  be that by that t i aa  th. -ision - , .  . i ..... . '-.. .. .. 

.% . . i .  . .  
.. : ii4. : 

.:, already mado along those liner, 60 I by no means claim 



put i r k  the lettex, and, in %act, 1 think we bav. a copy of 

th% lsttcrr here... 

: Mz. Sohisa F i n e - - 1  think tho IdJxary would be tntwested i n  
. .. .. 

that r . .  
. . . . ..! t 

pi .  vo-aunt r a i l  turn i t  w.r to m. 

Mr. Sohle~s Did you have any contactta wen bslforo thr election, 

bcrcausa Ssrrator ILfsruredy was as having 8 brain trust around 

hint, Jhan ha war aampalgabg a d  so on. Weru there any contracts 
.. . 

tben in tarma of o a t  of thidlrbg through a t  a good apace 

program wmld be? . 

!l%m S guerr you were involved in this March 224 

msUng, a961, Which f s thQl budge- dirrcusriaa, X think you 

L von ~xaruq 
. . 

r W l l ,  X did at- the XAaugwrtkm Elal l ,  in 
_: ', '  i 

fact, tho Inauguration Itseli. I had a ptLvate invitation to . . 

both weuatr and Wt.8 when It raw the Plres%cknt flhosr a CUatarrcs 

. . .. . 
i !. agafm. %Ihethu cut not X was psesent on W e  SASA team bzkfing . . 

*> .. . 

of Prcbsic¶@nt IUmnOcly irr Wuhirb$ten, X do sot r m m .  f n  fact, 



. .. gohies,8 There was, during -8 transition pesiod, howavex, . 
. . . .  .. . . 

a lot of studying goAag on in NASA and q ~ ~ ~ i f i c a l l y  danr hrre . . .  . 

C a n  . 

at JWESWI, ' wasne t w e ,  cnr w~/\H M wimt time period. 
"'.;. ' : 

. . . . .. . : .  . we had . :. .+. :. , 
, ' .. can m do kt in? I .&em -fore th. e~leetion that/. . . 

. .. 

'. I . . . 
. .. . ., you -8 44% 0s tb.t cantezure, werenet you? . . . .. 

' I 
Hf., lohAeg8 You w e  not ia the W i l l i ~ u r g  conference, but 

. . 

: . .  x p.. tlaerewaa a lot of A a t d  utudying going on, that 
: . 

4 ' . .  :' . . : 1.: I 
.. . . .  . ' . -shall to& part in, 4 . . . . . 

... .. % .. .. . - . I 
.. . 
5 . von Brauqt; Yes. I n  fact, during thir t h e  tks N a t i o n a l  . . 

! '  . . .... . 
' . . , .  .. .. . . . .. . :: . Space Cotmcil was w i n g  go f mula te  the new policy. :: I4my 

. . 
. . 
' ! .> " : 

..(' . 
.. . . .: . . : , , :  

, . ! ;upportiag 8tudi.t~ were carried out by a11 &ntaa~ to''mee what : ?. 
. j  i 

. . .  
.' \ 

, . i '  . 

: :....: . ? .  /: 1: . . .: w could . .fey -=a and ba, much i t  would coat, vhat 
' . I ,  * . : .  

. r . \  . 
. :. . .. , j ' .  . - 

' should br quoted, etcr., U i a  this we Bfd participate, 

Did you meet; w i t h  tibr Spaca Council at a113 

' , 
, I think you n & t i d  

. .. , 

. .: aad you exchanged 

' p.oplo in the 'spare CouoziX doing their  OWQ ~tudyinp,. or was 

i ;. .. , .: . :  

pr, von araw8 blo, th ia  was a meeting that the V;Lce &Weaiden$.:: . .  . . 
. . . . 

. . .  
.. .. 

. . .  < . ,!.: 
called Vhich wa6 attended by Hr. Webb and a few 10ASA &mopla . ! , ,  . ). 

\ .,. ' . ' 
' , . : - ?  

. . . ! .  1 . .  
J .k:. 

. . .  : 1 ' -  ..&. 
. . 

. . 
I .. . . 

, .. ..:I .. . . . .  . .. . : .  I ' .  
' . - 2  . . . . . . . .. pp+*.. r .  . . .-,..".... 



includirrg ny$eig, but f tUnk A): wart not a fofiaal. m - t i n g  

S o h i ~ ? ~  OYa8 the;llta jut OM meting or were fhere ewwu 

I tkidk there wmxe two, . . .  . . .. * .  

., ' - .  . . 

Ey- Sahfu~8 , Tcroe I 8-4 ' BIOWfl the t i r a t  tb.t YOU Mt . I . . .  . '. 

at the curatosltea at C w  Caaav-al after the G l . r u r  ilight? . . . . 
. . .  
. . .  

. .  F+- V e b q 1  Y.0. thr R.8id.nt C m  to the C w  to ' . . ,  
.-.. 

1 

. . . .  . . : 

preomt & mairl, to Colonel Glann.. +that'n xtght. . . . . . . .  
. . 

? .. : V .: 

. . m.* S-8 RL6 yar have an opgostunity to talk t o  him then, j : <<.,, I. 

or wa. fhi. larnra csraRWIa&a9 , <. * . .  

. ! !, '., ; . , pr. ttoqJ%auqa No, this was stfkctly cc~rrtmm%al. .% don't ' . ; 

. . w.n t ~ i n ~  tb.t x vu in t 2 ~ ~  gtaetbg li~8, but h.\gave a . . . . 

. . . . 
. . 

,' ! . ' .  
. . . . 

:: . pg* me, Than, ar. voa. Bra-' yoU 4 A c b ' t  hrarmu aftex , .  .": '. 

. . 

: .  . ; . . .  . -1-1-_ -... 
. .  .. : wb&t.l tlight.. .was thar. way White muma camacmt aft= that? . . , :  . . : 

. . . .  
. . . . 

. . . . .  
. , . . . . ,  ; -, Iso, I h a t  thWc .o, I U n L  8helpsrd himself: 

. "  . . # 

. : . . . ; . : . :  . 
. : ,  

. . 

. . .  ' wu called by th. Prui-t and J think nobody e r n  )Irt.h.Ll 
. . 

. :  . '  I I .  
' . , . .  . . ' ! .  ' i 



. .  . . *. 

8 
. . 

&wt;oni did becauaa at that: U.tm the a t o n e  waa pxetty 

, , . . ... .. . . . pt* EWwr It was the f i r s t  &u~ican i a  ~pacs, t h q h ,  +; ;.., . , .. , . . .. t,..i.,:. . . .- 

-*os Btauq: ~am. ~t was. . ~ u t  w e  wan lror~lfnp &t 
.. 

llwelvea atcr* .. . : . .  - .  . . .. .. . 

. .. m. sohi-8 " ~,esident  cam dmm to v i s i t  you at 
-/ 

. . 
. . .  

in 8-t- of '62dweaabatr lltb, X b e l i ~ e . '  

Could you sf- ua aroata olL tha deuils og that vlrrit3 

, I&ra von ~ e r y n t  On my caleahr X tiewe o m  -0 i t lam* tt 

doasaet involve Brrreidsrrt rCarwlly, but President $ohrworr, 1: 
[Vice) 

tUnk/Pxesident 3ohnaox-a came t o  Seattle on May 10, 1962, to 
, 

give a speech p&ncbkitting fol: President Kenacstly Iln connection 

...; . : .  erith U I ~  ~ a r o ~  C e w . n c e  on th. m c e f a  ~ a e a  of mte space, I j&&::.t.!-&*+ :& ' 

aad fki. X *0;t;lbaaed;7 
f 

Vkce - Did you bnr. any dl.cwse&on w i t h  tha/&enident 4laLwkW * 

. van Bra%# X tkink I ~ t :  h&m therr again but i t  was only 

X guess you upernt quitxi a 10% of t h e  with hhu. 
I 

p. -A=$ Yes. was, i f  X rt!maWs crmrectly, the 
I 

t. : , , : .  ' 

' . . I  occasion. .,oh. p a ,  thf8 vu Resident tten~ae@~# v i e i t  to the.'{ : 



Pxesident, briefed hbn on tkQ prograa~, eh& 'hiaa our Ikrtura 

vehfclas, we @hmmdl hitR, X beliave, a atatlLcr t e a t  on the test 

rtana, and he took a meat psrona% interest i n  wezy detail  

of the prc3gL:cusa. 

~hieqa D M  you gat 

about epma ak thi8 point-arry of hi8 fhitlking? Did you have 

. . 
- :: m. von ~ r o q t  iie a ~tat4tmwt a a t  he found i t  very 

. . .  . ,  

! ; : dif f icul t  to undesrtand that people couldne t see the 5a\gortancs 

: I . ... 
, i  . * .  . .. t 

.. . . 4  : : .  
. !  , : . . .  ' . I  : so very obtt.ioure that apacrr i s  sc4net;Birq tbat wa caanot neglect 
. .  # , . . 

. . : .  ! i f  ' ,2 

? /  ' . and, that w j&t have to bu f l r ~ t  i f  :we wa~t  to survive, and i i .  . : I .  :. 
. .,,?is ,. . . . . .  - . .: I ;  . ' 

...... 
<#!! i($ :,.. *%. 

I 
: :.* 1' : at th. asap. +iu that tbia wa, r chalhnge u great u those : 

:%. ,;. . >* . . . . . . . .  
; 

. . 

. . 
: coprtrontd by +h. early eqp.yplatesa in th. itemairswe. 

. . 

. . : . . .  .. ' . . .  1 =a he a& you what youf v i m  wat. ~ b t  *ether 

dieciaion.. .dkrather 'we could P\aka fhir in tbQl decade? 
. . 

n Brrauqr Yes, Yes, he asked that q ~ m t i a r  He eaid, 
. 8 

. , 

. . . . ' axad I #aid no, I thought that congress willing and th. funds .. '; 
:. 

. . comhg. wa h.a a very good chance o f  aaaking th.t schedule. ;"; . . . . . .  . . .  
. . . . .  

: ! .  f , . : : .  r ' -: , ' . .  
ohierr : .  Pes. Thib was th8 occasion when you bad the ; . . . .  

' 1  . .  
I i . ,  ' 

debate rZth &. Wielmnes, m n f  t it? CM you camemt on that? : , .  l :  /,.- :. 



-8 Y e  Well, what happen4 wars,. ,we had a 

litex. display table .*t *- ha front. of th. sat- f lx,ostct 

in t.Jre bang- and X war, wing Wr ILttle aaodel thare to  oh- 

kQ1R the antim~ trip from the -face of  tha awth to the moon 

and bctdc wuXd work. I a h w e &  fa axample, bow the variowl 

.tag.. of tihe gaturn dtop oft  mad ha, aftex injection gnto 

a txajectary to the nroon, the cumant3 module would tiwing 

around aaB on thb 1- +X~CUZUJ.OR module, and h w  then 

the third #tag@ et thd) 8atura V f lula ba W k e d  off and how 

70 bourr l a t e  the thiaag wmX4 deboo~lt fnto ltmrrr* &it, and 

, . .,.. . .. . how the astrorrauts would trarrsfer bask into the lunar emcuraioa 

module m d  oako t&eir I-, f ly  back with tha UP- sage . . . . 
. . 

of tba lunar ex~ursioa W u l e  arsd nrcPka their sendazvous maneuver 

with the enamUrA m0du10 aga- and how the camand module wouXd - 
h:' . : ' .  .. ;. , . 

- . Ulen boorat itself back to earth an8 finally tha reentry. ;.-+.:z::*.++w 

1: explilbirPab these varrious phaBer of the'pzograaa by t h r o w h g  

I .  . . ' raore . anb . -  wxrs PDOdulrrs of that mllaal atmy until finally tbia . I 

i 

When It wa8 Wough &Ang t h l b l ,  the PsesLdent rubdsnly raid, *f 

I undataturd that tber* i s  .till quite. disput. among .cL.nti.ta 
. I 



w h e w  W r  ir the best way of it.* Arrd then be 

turmd u d  and said, "Jerxp * whwr'a ifetry?' (Memhg 

Wiesner) md so $wry mrtrsgpard an% this, of couxss, was 

a ~enkmMmm Wing fw the m w & m  PXBPIM~: becau8e they 

thought they could scoop 8 wrondathtl stcucy. 

pikt.8 me kinA d againot Wieaner w i t h  a bade crf aewsgapemen 

following, urd th. diururperian was picked up by microphones 

O f  coulsd, th8  spa^ ~ # t &  only half of wbat was 

sai4 because oL the acouarfSo8 udl because of the m y  tehrtical 

team b;volvcod, but they gave it Wtr a play+ 

W tSre g ~ t  of fh. llrat- $4 rr~tupl1I.y that Dr* BPiBsrm armd 

C - t w ,  ha8 stuaiQd thi8 ~ b b 1 5  also an4 bad read up on 

a11 tha atu85ibtr W W  kad oclilrdusted, had cana to the conclwion 

that myba aa ssnrth-txbft rgn84lzvow m~wtu would bs the 

bet- way of do* it, weal, aatualry, these two lBwmds 

are snti+b?ly f.rtlnible-thql gn+ W A  relactsb arr(l the earth- 

=Py t&. ditact flight, an4 poesi)>ly wen savlwcrl otkerr. 



So thir vaar mew a dislcwsim oZ what i r  feaslijsle madl dhat 

i a  m e  feasrfils, but it vas an awgum~t about the relative 

p ~ ~ t  prudaing appscach vithk, tha Uls fr.lp. available? . And. 
: . I 

alsoc dhal; La tke most: xeliaibls agpxoactr *am the rrkandpoint 

- of aunr%va3 cbmcers and reliability of the opeation3 

mil, -2, fhir fhhg went ~n fog a couple of Paiautse and 

f i d l y  t b  PamsiBent said, *We&%, maybe t s e 9 A l  have oa~: molce 

h.oziag on tha thlrtg and th.11wall close thebook# on the 

Ladead, mere go-arounid thmmft61: amti f;her net result was that 

the POX! sU4, =We%&, rftsr all, you guya havs to do I t  and 

while we o a 1 Z  u e  not qUte ccmwbKzed that W r  may )rO 
- .  

WQOIfsW m X  og &Lngr it, Vr) b;urst wt tro ta l l  mu  OW to 
. . - -  - - - -  

MI YOW? OVDi -2 a& 8Q $id.lly CUO. ~ o l m d  urd ~ a d ,  

*Cia aheadY and sirRdorrsd the MASA appsoach. I 

&& Sohiss  Did Resideat fCctnMtify ask you a question like, 

"what do you think th. R u s i a n a  are going to 60 n(Bxt3" -Bfd-- 

P* 



13 

von Braunr Yes. I think U s  war always very close to 

his mind-a t  will the Rusbiam &? And another thing that 

he ogtesrr suekrtd, on later o c c a s i o ~  iri particulat, was, YRcaopls 

ask me thir oz that querat io~~ov wbat do I tell them?* 

/- 
'Eh-e i r r  rraaet21Ang X rmm-ibec at the C a p ,  fhQ laat  t-e 1 

' I  

aaw hL. he r.iaed th ls  question. aPeople aak vlut dm. 

.-.-. . -... :..- 
. . 
. our -%lo program and th. ~eninl program do ti our  ti-i 

ecscurity. Xa this of aailltaty importance?. What do X '  t e l l  

*.- 
plcm VOR Welli, my answw was the followirmg. .that, of 

courrre, the fact of space i s  hpoxtant, a8 alrarady demonstrated 

by the fact fhat XCi3Mba ttavel through outer space even today 

an4 thsy*ra pzdbably the moot; tcsrrifyfng weagona ever invented, ,_ 

80 O W  Vary  ~ ~ ~ i t y  degandrs on We're affected by the 

cexietencs of #pace wapow today* On th6 othsu: hand, m kave 

already bonrrtrated, 1 would aay, w i t h  Program Mescwy, that 

maa in the loop i s  not, ar, many peropU have said, a liability, 

but that man xeally p r w i & e  a s c a t  arsset because he can 

c ~ ~ c a t e  w i t h  the sound and he can reat3.- his panel anb 

int81:pret what; be observes and 80 forth, and he,can, in fact, 

make the Whole operation far  -re reliable. 



And 60 since rrutomaticr space have been demonstrated 
', 

"-.* aa being vary immtant, and since memar value &a space has . . 

.. , 
81.0.. bema dsrmo~~~trated~ i t  simply saeana putting two curd two 

- together to ray that HIM in r a w e  weapon will be a vety 
. ,", .: , 

t o r m i ' ~ 1 .  *yp. of  . ccolbinatLa. 
. .  ' . . . . 

on th. o t h u  hand rave also ma& the point to' him thar the ._ . .  

an oppartdty to fly in outer opace ao that we cam develop 

aailituy nnnned epace concslgta on the baris of psactical 

rurgslhieace and not just  on cxyskal-ball ga%ing behind a 

dealt, For: that: reason X thought tbat our present program 

wao aboue the best pzograin we can have, aimply because itD. 

aimad at axten4ing the t ime aatroaautr, will log i n  space. 

. pox:. Sohieg8 , Wh8n you explained to hisr, as you a+@ eqplaAning 

i t  to w. did he a.X you q u e ~ ~ o m r  u you were going along, . . 

cur matt of listen t o  you 8nd onaurrtrlly rscotd tt? 

huw & you amwex the80 kiad. of questions that people a& ;' . . , ' .  ! 

. . 

 MI? What #hall 3 tell them?* k#i ao ia fhis particular . . . .. 

. . ....... 

&g. lohiqa : you took hL Mund 8nd .band hir rod.1. of . : , \ i .:;;: .. .... :'.! : 
. . ', . ,. \ ::.:':. :' . . I 

harttwate and explrinrrd the pto~+am, wacr thir m t  of a fonaal. : : ! ,, .k-:,: :;, 
,. t 9  

. . 
i ,, k.:..?:-..: 

b r i e f i n s . C f i n t ~ k f i l w  '&id u like to abootb '-a mater~al. . *..::j:,: 
. * . :  . :: ; 



. . . . 

111 . . 

anb wao hre abllorbitBg i t 3  

b,x. von &f ~ 1 ~ x 4 8  Very true-1. S muld also may, whenanrw 

you would stand i n  front of a piace of hardware Mb try to 

-1- wo awh to hfm, you fo& that aftex 4 -10 he got 

a 31ttXe rsstleas on% wanted ta get cloae to it aad ttixtually 
. . 

touch th. laudwrre. 8. wm &ramenae1y iPtere8rJd &a 8ming I . .. 

-8, ulldrxllturdkrg for bbaseff ~ Q W  big this I s r  and ha 
. . 

would MIC gwr~tioru* "Whae A 8  thtr part stickhag out oP the .. * .  

. carrid away w.%tk what ha r~aw and 1-osmetiw8 I baQ the feelhg 

, . ha dltdrr't Uk+ ka sat a u x l  md be told w i t h  dtispl&y charta . . 

. . 
1 . .., . . , 

,. ; ;  . . . ,  . .  , . .. 
M a  Did he W etha p.opt. you? Did he ao r t  o i  ' . ' . .. % .  . ,. . 

' I 

. .. - * Q .  " .  

,. : 47!;f : ' ,: t . 1 . -  &to ~ m ]  th. IDM k r ~ ~ .  ~t ha'. talking .bout* SOUMB . r .  ' . 
% .  .-' ,:, . .4 

. .  . . T . .  . . .' ., .. .I 



5f  he could find someorsrrr wZro didn't 

gr. voa m, . . raws I&, One thing X r- 4-m Z'm jmpirrg . . .  

you a 1ittXe b i t  here) .,.'kmea he W ~ U  at the Cape on him last 
. . %._ ,,. . . ' . 

tti~it, BRw- 26, 1963, wrr had raodalo Sn the blockhouse 

and I&. Gewge Muellex, the head ef the manad space flight 

wogtara, stas givhg a prbsentaUon to kirP rxgla.lniag these 

models arts also explaining a faw cbarto aa8 hew the *ol@ 

psograao was eganised am3 the logic behind i t  an4 so forth, 

and the Utrwr phasing,.,and towar& the end, too, ha appatontly 

got a l l tt lr  restless and #anted to Bee the80 m ~ 1 8  and ask 
. '. 

. . spabcifia quartAons.,,what ir U s ,  what i s  Urart...and 80 forth, 

krcP he jumped up as soon as m. ballex was through with hio 

talk madl oai& "See, hers8# a m d ~ 1  of th. R e d r s t o ~ .  It 

bad been explainad to hAa #a raissile had carried Shepard and 

Griaarola. Thfs -1 of the Redratam ?mu maybe a foot tall, 

And to th. tight wa. a model of fh. Saturn V, the big llloon 

rockat, Thir model warr about rix or oweq feet tall. And . . 

. th. m s l b m t   grab^^ the little *tone nrod.1 urd held it up : 

to the 6at~1~11 V and said, "Are W s e  models to the same scale?* ; 

And when we confirarm3 W8, hs rrald, "Gee, f fhink we've came - 
. . . . . 

i " . , 

: long vqy. ,i : (-ugh. a 1~tt1.1 H. vl* a v.sy texqm4mmnt.l . . ., :. 
,. . 

'L 
I. . .  

< , .  . - '. 
.. ! . .  p.+.on.?.?. .nd there was teally a l m a t  .-thing boyiah about ' '. - , 
:. ' 



hita,..he Bhd i t  w i t h  great charm-- 

ohSe;rr During a Xoe of thir kbe, I gather tkat ka was 

suffering fran a bad back., .appreatly during that last v i r i t  

to t;ha Cape. .did you notice thaths+&e- 

V M  !kaW8 kXL8W about hi. bad5 mrchad hia' V e y  

alosaly t o  ~ a s  vhethac he woul4 on any occaaion gAve any 

rignu of it, and X really marveled at the way ho mnnsged t o  

bide rt$. You aoticcsd 0 o w ~ u ,  Qor axaraple, when he was 

s i t t ing  dcnm Sn the car or so, there war a little jezk fn his  

face for the BK3ment indicating pain, but he waa j u s t  most 

cordia% an8 his laughing self all  the tiwe. 
.. . - 

$+,;. . . .?- ;: ,.... . ,-. r .*.& p. 8ohiw8 Going back to the September @ 62 v i a i t  to  Marahall- 

then you accaqpusie him t o  &outon and on t o  st. ~ou i~ ,  dih4 t 

you? 
. .  . 

. V  paatauqr yam. this was ~n connection w i t h  hla o f f ~ c i a l  . . 

tour of the %pace cexatewr. It wasi in Ssptmbex og $62, 11 

beliewe, He laded in f f u n C e v i l l e  f i r s t ,  and went c#r from her@ . 
t 

to the Cape, and theft ftcm the Cape orr to Houston and then to 
. .  ! ' 

st. kruia and tihen back. . . b .  

., 
I \. 

; \ 
. . .  

. .  . 

Yea. And s2ace W a h a l l  the f Ltet cent= he visited, 1 ! : i [:.!;.. : 
. . , . 

' ' i  ...'... . . . . . .  

t .' .: 
three houru wSth us atra at &a curd of thio X had planned to : t . .  

L 

atay 4.1% ~ t s v l l l e .  Vice Pxeaident Johnson ilnritad me to hop \ 3 



on Us'planQ uld go alorrg with the tour .  I remmdmz Z 

didn't wen &avo a toothbrush a clean Ilhi+t w i t h  are. X 

-8 ccmpletely uagreparea Thr glight mt on to the Cape 
/ 

an8 thsn on to EIoustoa. Xn Em~!~ton. S rcmembes 4.n particular, 

i t  wan r vary hot day and our plarw had lanbeb b.fwa the 
. . . . 

P ~ e ~ i d a t ~ 8  cam8 Ui ' ~ t  WUB 81- . t~uyl.d th.t'wq-- ' . . 

plane larrdrsd, thea the Pseaidmt would land. W these wa8 . .- . . . t.'. . 
. 

a fleet of u r a  \J&It&ng tkezo for tho WesAdent and U# 
"' 

L., , ,*, . . . ! :,. ', ' *  . .  < . . .  :. ', 
:i,. , i : ; ."; 

. -'. entoutage and I .RLS a s a i g x ~  ta a car, #.at NO. 15 ~ t '  10. .-\:-:.:I i: 
I .  

i .  

Jhich nao aa a ir . . candi t l~~-~~d  lh~tlsine, rim-together with I 
a few othet felluws, 

H w  the PTdlsid~t wzm riairtQ Aa ma c ~ l f  and n &ova 

fran tho f i r s t  t;o thcr Ncu Stadium. and 1 would say 

it wiarr at; lease 110 or 112 dsgrrerru w i t h  a t n i c a l  Howton 
1 

hwai ty ,  o a ~  of the moe vicious 8UmBtBX d;inyrr you can . 
. . 

. . . . 

' . . inagirse~ W' wen vur ' . i~cmdi t ioned ~adillao' A ' k  
% . ,  . . . : . . . . :.. . .: . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  ,. . 

:.. : . _  . . . 
. . . . . !  . ..:. : ' :  ell awfully hdt ud s w m a w  and M forth. but' ' k a  &sidurt . . 

' I '  . . 
. . 

. . . .  

i . i 

amtea them ia fh. bluing sun on the .gukuo. nwtnn. 
. . . . 
. . in 

. . . . .  I !$hen he gave U a  mpurh agairr/Uu, opm stadim. ..ut down '. : , . . ., . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . : .  . ' . .  . \  . . .  . : .  : . .  . agaln.*,fhr#e vruca a coup%@ oL other apakera, and then he . . 
. : i '  : '.' ;, 

%,. 8 '  

' &  
e, .. + : : . ,. . 0 

, :  .,.< 5 . ;  . : . . 
.: : . . . 

>. , ! 1. 
. .; : . . . 

. . I' . 
.' : . .;, ; ; i '. 
\ . . . . . .  . , . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ... , ..... I . . . . .  ....- : . .I: 
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went bsck to h5r 0- ca+ and drwa al l  the way e w c e  

Stadium to the Xarmd Spacecraft Canter, Wch i s  again 

oometUwg Ulce 45 minutes away, and at that tima thia gmup 

had shrunk 4wpUaeg to a rlblaUvely mall group to a c h  tha 

briefing tear glvm.. ,anb Dr. O i l r u t h  arrd I were anon9 the 

forttunate few Who coulb stay wiUp the President, w these 

I @pent 6wera& hour8 w Z t h  hir, at  vesy cloae dLat.lre. ud 

all I can say A8 X was by Ehak Urao -tat thrdd and felt 

lfka hav- a drink rcmewhbve and fha lPresiBent waa just cool, 

as 6t;rong ae in the WOLtning. 

JW. S o m a  Did you have any comfersationr, w%th b-3 

,lX. von Bratq&t Well, on that loccarrion, of couxae, the 

mesideat war a ~ e s s ~  wost of hts'qusstiosrs t o  the &ouston 

people, hue here agaln he asked v u y  spcroffla c y e 8 t i o ~ .  For 

axampler S t h l ~ y  Wmoaswateb a p ~ e s s ~ h 6 d  space suit 

fw him. Them was r larurr inside t&e apace rut and he would 

am3 the Bresidant wanted to kxww lbxactly h w  the arm joine, 

CrihefhCIZt i t  W U  80 be CQU~ EBove US m, and SO forth. 

)ilt. Sol&ggr Tken you want; cua, X think, to St. ]touSa.m. 

a. v o ~ x a q r  Yea, wlr, weat on to  St;. Itcouirr, !l%ese a 

ptesentattrion was given by bdcDonr#all Alrcraft by Jim &Donne11 , 

, . 
: ,,: 

pusmaI2y.  And I tcta- they walked the Dreaident and his 
: p, 



party fox arllw and miles anB a3ils8 through that plant, and 

here &gala, r f t c e r  a12 tho shckdag around, when it  was over and 

tha group rstlred in a confexenca roua, the President wulb 

ask r meat of very rrgacific queations about the 

program-rchsduLing aolp~sct;rr, 80 fotth--which on that 

occasion, of course, w a e  anmmw3 by McDollasll rea;+eosntativea* 

Andtsws while I vrurt back to ffwatsville from St. touirr 

. 8 Did YOU WBL: get a 01- Wt? Xtv8 beten 

-wing about that al l  along! (Laugh.) - 
I[)lr-8 (ltaughs) -4 X bought ome m, upon arrival 

ia W t o a ,  2, told the betel mamag- that 1 needed a clean 

erWt, being irr the PresiBcmt'8 m y ,  and he actually 

- a a ~ ~ g r d  to p t  me a cl- 8hh-t at: 8 oz 9 o'clock In the 

mtaab$.  .,and later oa i t  svra turned out that be refused to 

accept pay for it. 

S o  'ilren X thirrk yea ~LIV the President again at a 

breakfasf: in the Mayflower Rote1 [in Washiqpd,  but 31 gueso 
" 

YQU U&'t M ~ w t U . l % & t y  m1.k 

Pray- &cle&fwt on lrcbrruaxy 7, 1963...he 9-8 8 tallc there. 

I warr not at the speaker's table so I saw bin only frooo a 



&stancer X watchad kiea talk at Zeagth Wth Duly Graham 

who was ritting right next to him.  k3d, incidsata1ly. 1 

was sit- at a table togethm w i t h  his broth*  ad, th4 

aew Stmatore $raw Nasaachu~etts~ We t a U d  about a ferw 

WBgS t k ~ ( ~ .  3t M a  w8ttr O b Y i o ~  thQ W4Sy SQILatOr 

'Ced 8-d that tb. ~ I W ~ W U  be8 f a ~ w i t ~ ~  topic 

dhCIII lhq t h m a ~ a ~ r ,  tb+ -4y bZothe6' aurdl tkat 

war; space fllght! Because he warr very wall irutoraretl and aaked 

sum q~esUonr, that ware atnazhgly aiad.la+ to the question8 

the Preriddnt Umsslf ha8 asrke& so ~ s t i ~ f y  thwa had 

be+n -8 the both=. ozs tha e~bjwte 

Soh=r Xn the** diacuseio~s, m. von Brtaun, atb the 

President ruad i r r  the a-nt:a that you heard *om kiFa in the 

course of oontacta 8md olsita, did you get m y  bkllng a8 to 

m y ,  for -lee k8 felt that wu wanted to stake out thir 

as the vidl of in which to  land a aurn on 

moon? 

P X . a g & r  Well, I have here bafwe ma a amorandum that 

~resi~ant m-ay wrote to the Vice preai-t on wr;Ll 2 0 ~  1961, 

~ b a  f & ~ u l d  Z-b it. 

s sohiert Either that ore.+% thidk that will be photographed 

for the U a r y  but i f  it8# helpful you wight want to mention 

poXtSon8 oX A** 



px. von Bx-t We&&, he asked ha t h i n  thing vesy specifically 

that ha Oert the vAcs me~r%dmt aa C h i m u m  00 the space 

Counail, . .he asked hita to arake an cnter-all survey as to 

dkere we stand in  space.. .and he asked quertf om such as (an8 

I'w quot.%ng) t - 
*Do w hiwe a chance of beating the Soviets by 

put;t;ilsg a labarow i a  rap=e, or by a trip around 

the moon* or by a rocrket t o  land on the mom, or by 

r rocket t o  go to t2w xitom and back w i t h  a man. Is 

mesa any 0th- space program Wch pxdses cPraiaatic 

se8U3t~ 511 Wch wa could win?* 

*EeW mwh additional, would i t  ~ o s t ? + ~ . A r +  we working 

- 24 hcwrs a day on a s -  progrm, x f  not, why - 

not?. . .In buil- large boortess should m put ow 
- .  - ,.. : , ..? . ." . ampbasla on nuellaar, chamnicral opr liquid . .-- fuel, ez a 

k;...::?,. .,.. .i...' - * -. .,.a- - : . . . . .  _ . .  . 
corPbinaUod of these t h ; r~w? ,  * .Axe wrr arakinq amdraura 

- 
a f f ~ t a . . * Y  krd 80 f ~ t h . . .  

. . 

- . ,  This 1et;tsr 8&r&0& t o  kha VAce PsesiBent led to the Vice 

Preriderre ~ s l c b g  me to $iva bimr mcr saw mtesial in reply 

to thi8 question. S replied t o  thfrr Fnquiry in  a letter dated 

Apri3, 29,. 196%. 



a i e r t  on the lunar queatiorr, putting a sltan an the 

moon, what prrefe your thoughts ao asqg+essam¶ in that letter? 

gg. von &auqt. Yes, TPkQ %at- lay8 erra801tAUly+ .*let me 

*Suraas9iag up, i t  28 my Wllef that 

s moon. tt i r  hard ta say wlaethe Chi8 obfr#=tive 

to OA UrsiZ but U fm the La~lzcB Ir0c-t 

UI concrsr~re,& Wey oould & i t  at any U. 1199 plan 

to ds i t  with the JUh8.1.~ema Wbooated Ranger #3 in 

<----- Thea i t  goen on.. * 

'c) .i. hav. a ~gortiag chance of mMding a Epen crw 
I 

the ~ o o q  ahead of the B w f s t 8  (196!5/66). 
* 

liuwevar, t& Sevieta ~rould conduct a ~com~%th-n 

ons ma. 8Q est&m~ta ir that they could perf- 

thi8 a-lifie4 task ,b 1962 or 1963, 

wa have an arxcellcrrt chancre of beat* the Sentiat8 6 
to the $&get LancUna 8;5 a cxew orhtBgl m o o g  fina1ud.h~~ 

I 



rstu+n cagabiuty, of  ceuree) . The reasan i a  that 

rockets f a  macesaary to aceanpliah th is  Seat. While 

today wa & nok have 8ucb a socket, I t  is W ~ a r l y  

that the Iw ia ts  bwre it. Theafore, we woulb not 

have to enter the race t-d thia obvious next goal 

i a  space emplo3catfoa Qgainrrt hopelee8 odrQIs favsting . . ,  
. , . -  . 

th. 80Vibtn. W i t h  an alZ-out cxash ~ o g z i m  X think 

w~ could accaaplidrr thir crbjective i n  1967/68.* 

. -. 
-_I--.- 

And Zn thar - letter, a 1Sttlcr iur- t¶om.,,X'm cauing 
.- . -- 

to Qu~srtiasr &..me Prraeibent'm questton was, %re we aaakfng 

'Xa W O R ~ O %  a? laost efi!ect&ve atepa to improve . ly 
I 

our mticnml @tatwe h the 8 p e  field, anB t o  sgmedi - -- 

* i d e n t ~ y  a feu (a t . ~ u  the httur) ga l .  kn 
* . ., 

our a p e  prrognm &s objecf;ives of highsat national 

a 

wooa Ln 1967 ar %.968.)q .: 
. '  . 
i 

. '. . 
' Then f); goea art--. . . 

. < . ;  ' . h  
' . s 

''- kdentiiy tho.. elments of our presenf epoca program . . . 
, r'.:; .. 

j '$ ..:: : . . .. , p-'.l.:..,.. 
! .L.. ) . . 

: . 1 . .'. 
' i 



that would qualify u &m~Uaka contributiorrs 

Y- -ht Ware that the So+ setting khe decade i r  

$0 eet a goal for W c r h  we aoUlid rrh~ot? D4d tze a?tpltasa hianserE 

on that? 

pr. von 8xawr No, he nrwU did But Z think it waa pretty 

c l w  Lrcm fha letter dated &wet1 20 that: St war scsally 

Erreeidrurt Kennebgt'r peracmal i&a that may3#, putt- a maa 

OR t32C) woos and Winging W a  back war a wor'th\cihil+ national 

pr. Icphiqr r);td he wer &mwr wSth you the businearr of 

coo~at&cm wltb t lze RurrsiaMI-t ws might ;br able to do 

with t32-? U*. . 

-a Yes, I thbk ka ~ u c h 4 6  on thin aubj-t on . . 

o m  occasicfn. . ItCve foxgottea *era Zt ma. But t h a a  was 

cmfy 8 ahat perlad available tadrcuss St, i n  th8 caw o ~ :  so, 
, , . . . 

. , 

a n i d I ~ m y ~ w a s , ~ h u r r a i &  * D o y o u ~ ' w e  . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . ! .  

could 8umhow work w i t h  t h u 4  thiags togeaer with the ~ u s s i u ? ~ .  h 
+J . s 

And X .aid kr ry opinim muld depend em &w such plan . ' : . !,..:,;: 
. . .  . . 



waa implamented and would crbvioulrrly, aa loag aa fhe B u r a s i a ~  

are sa sacretive about thee  hardiwarra. ,.it wouZd be @tu 

diff icult  t o  b a l d  ur Atotpricm rockst w i t h  R w s i a a  rocket 

eng-8, o;t vice vaursa, But d f  wa could &gsetr, 0- example, 

oa th. ~raara area of the moon, where w warrted t o  tstablfrah 

barns, so t h e  tasre i s  a dbg~ee of mutual rruggaxt: in case 

ons oe t;ba W plerx-eo gat8 i a  trouble, that W kind & 

- &, Boh5-8 00 YOU r- U! thil w before w after the 

' 

--'- U.N. '0- & a8 8ke~&dacat'b Uha be Bllade 8 ctpecUff~ ptoposd? 

-8 I remember. 

stepped mat od! hi8 blicoptex that brought hk cnw troa Mucle I 
. . 

Shoals, AJlabama, w e  be bad gut hauguratud a 8aw. 
55 

. W 
Xwidentaljtyc. Gare~raor Wat2ace cam out of the sera#r 'helisopter. . :  . . 



the rm*SvU3g %-* cook rtl) cww ;LRI a c t o r w ,  '3 

krr- a LO& eA! d;UIf4k?uZtbs r rLa (rasgsaarr gett&q &a money 

rn **" (rSV &a*#) Il#a ha waaw te BrtPCkl' . 
thll gQCWma was g*ktSag fxao ow en& but hs . 

that: accr Mblmoshlata# .  AntMmaayCthLpC 



i t ' s  b j aat yo- fammd sun JIQW cmntact;a 

& 
o i  iaaitablg9,,6 you UIZM, oa the 0th.r hutd, that 

laaaa *gags urcO put i t  bncr3C ozl .kka road put ril:am bPrhitrd 

r Bid you wer Uve  any pexmaaf, SnnrttaUorrs 



. . JW. von Jsrraunt Well, we kab one iffvitatien, my wife and 3, .,. . 
I 

m w  on -day, bfwaoboi 25th; 1963, wUch was the date 

the President wim buried. %%is w a ~  a... Well, I thLU Z 
..: a 

have nothtlcg to add to that* 

• Sohierr +WF#&T Thank you very much, Dr. vcur .Braun. 


