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Dear Dr. Von Braun; .

.1 have retently'begun rezearch on- the events-leaaing“to

2

the May, 1961 decision bry President Kennedy to set as a
national goal the landing of an American on the mcon

before 1970,

I intend to publish a book on this decision;

1 also hope to use this research as the basis for my
doctoral dissexrtation in political science at New York

University,

I have been using the. Hist

other sources,

in my research,

13

orical Arxrchives ol MNASA, anoﬁg
Dr., Eugene I, the NASA

"Historian, has informed me that the archives contain a _ _

copy

of the memorandum dated April 29, 1961 which you

prepared-for then Vice Presicdent Joh naon and which

*eplled to guestions rcaa:z dljg the acceleration of the "

‘space program originally posed by President

Xennady in

“an April 20, 1961 memorandum to the Vice Presicent, Dr,
Emme . has told_me that he caanot allow access to your -

memorandum without your permission;

I would thusz like

_to request permission to gquote all or part of this st
.document, which is of course of prime historical signifi-
cance .in tracmng the dcvelopment of  the lunar landing

caec:.s:.on

1 hope that you are able to give thlS requﬁst your
favorable considerationi I believe that publicatlion of

~basic documents such as. this is important to crﬂﬂtsng

an accurate historical" recoxrd of a very 51gn1£1cant

natlonal uec1siOn

Sincerrly yours, :
Che Lﬁsgﬁ,,_
“John M. Logsdon B

Assistant Professor. of
IInternatlonal Relations
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