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This  p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t i n g  o f  academic theses o f  i n t e r e s t  
t o  h i s t o r i a n s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
general  in fo rmat ion ,  c r i t i c a l  comments and r e l a t e d  suggest ions. 
The NASA H i s t o r i c a l  Adv isory  Committee suggested t h a t  such a  
1 i s t i n g  might  p rov ide  use fu l  pe rspec t i ve  on contemporary 
scholarsh ip@. M r .  Charles A tk ins ,  a  member o f  our  Summer 
Seminar on "His tory ,  Soc ia l  Science and Space" and graduate 
s tuden t  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Science a t  M.I.T., k i n d l y  undertook 
t h i s  task. 

The NASA H i s t o r i c a l  S t a f f  i s  a l s o  sponsor ing p repa ra t i on  
o f  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on t he  h i s t o r y  o f  aero- 
nau t i cs  and as t ronau t i cs ,  and i s  under tak ing  a  l i s t  o f  research 
resources a v a i l a b l e  f o r  academic scho la rsh ip .  These w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  sometime t h i s  f a l l .  

Eugene M. Emme 
NASA H i s t o r i a n  
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F O R E W O R D  

Th is  l i s t i n g  represents  a  f i r s t  a t tempt  t o  compi le  

academic theses o f  re levance t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  aero- 

n a u t i c s  and as t ronau t i cs .  I t  has been est imated t h a t  

a lmost  70,000 doc to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  have been completed 

i n  American u n i v e r s i t i e s  s i n c e  1961, so t h i s  s e l e c t  

comp i l a t i on  must be regarded as p r e l i m i n a r y .  I n  accord 

w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S t a f f  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  

Aeronaut ics  and Space Admin i s t r a t i on  t o  a s s i s t  s c h o l a r l y  

research, i t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  l i s t  may be suggest ive.  

I t  w i l l ,  hope fu l l y ,  s t i m u l a t e  a  response which w i l l  

p e r m i t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h i s  l i s t i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  

and o t h e r  scho la rs  concerned w i t h  science, technology, and 

p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  century .  

Selected theses a r e  grouped i n t o  f o u r  major ca tegor ies :  

H i s t o r y ,  Soc ia l  Science ( i m p l i c i t l y  i n c l u d i n g  Economics, 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re la t ions ,  Law, and P o l i t i c a l  Science), 

Na tu ra l  Science (imp1 i c i  t l y  i n c l u d i n g  Astronomy, Meteorology, 

and phys ics ) ,  and Engineer ing (imp1 i c i  t l y  i n c l u d i n g  Aero- 

n a u t i c a l  and Mechanical). Thus, i t  i s  apparent t h a t  o n l y  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  e x i s t i n g  theses have 



been 1 i s ted ;  t he  premise was t h a t  t he  above f i e l d s  would 

be of major i n t e r e s t  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  and soc ia l  s c i e n t i s t s .  

W i th in  each o f  the four  major categories a re  l i s t e d  

the  authors i n  a lphabet ica l  order, the  t i t l e  o f  t h e i r  

thes is ,  the  degree-awarding i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and the  date o f  

completion. Unless a  s p e c i f i c  reference appears, i t  may be 

assumed t h a t  these theses represent doctora l  d isser ta t ions .  

The major sources o f  data regarding these theses 

i nc l  uded: 

Index t o  American Doctoral D isser ta t ions  1961-1962 
Ann Arbor, Mich., U n i v e r s i t y  M i c r s f i  lms, I nc., 1963 

l ndex t o  American Doctoral D isser ta t ions  1962-1963 
Ann Arbor, Mich., Un ive rs i t y  Micro f i lms,  Inc., 1964 

American Doctoral D isser ta t ions  1963-1964 
Ann Arbor, Mich., Un ive rs i t y  Micro f i lms,  Inc., 1965 

American Doctoral D isser ta t ions  1964-1965 
Ann Arbor, Mich., Un ive rs i t y  Microf i lms,  Inc., 1966 

and ed i ted  by W .  R, Rundell, Jr., American H i s t o r i c a l  
Associat ion, November 1964 

Addit ions, cor rec t ions ,  o r  o ther  comments - 
addressed t o  the  NASA H i s t o r i c a l  S t a f f  - would be 

appreciated, 

Charles M. Atk ins 
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