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HUNTSVILLE, Ala .  - -  The w o r l d ' s  l a rge s t  !inown space  rocke t ,  the Saturn 

V which can  launch the equivalent weight of 40 Gemini spacecra f t  wi th  a single 

sho t ,  i s  about 90 percen t  ready  fo r  i t s  maiden voyage scheduled next  y e a r .  

B r ig .  Gen. Edmund I?. OsConnor ,  d i r ec to r  of the NASA-Marshall  Space 

Fl ight  C e n t e r ' s  Incus t r i a l  Opera t ions ,  r epor ted  the s ta tus  of e ach  s tage  th is  

week  a s  fol lows: 

:k S-IC - -95 pe r cen t  flight ready.  This  7 .  5 mil l ion pound f i r s t  s t age ,  o r  

b a o s t e r ,  h a s  been s ta t i c  t e s t ed  m o r e  than 16 minutes a t  the MSFC T e s t  

Labo ra to ry  and  r e su l t s  w e r e  excellent .  The f i r s t  flight boos t e r ,  S-PC-1 i s  

being checked out and p r e p a r e d  for shipment to the launch s i t e .  

::: S-11--75 pe r cen t  flight ready.  Second s tage  of the Saturn V and the mos t  

powerful  upper  -.tage eve r  bui l t ,  i t  bas  five engines and  produces  one mill ion 

pounds of t h ru s t .  A combination of a luminum alloy me ta l s  r equ iL ing  spec ia l  

welding and  exotic super  cold propel lants  caused  p rob lems  e a r l i e r  with th is  

81-112 foot  long s t age ,  which c a r r y  near ly  a mil l ion pounds of propel lant  

a n d  bu rn  about s i x  and one -half minutes .  
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A non-flight model  of the S-11 s t age ,  which had undergone s e v e r a l  s t a t i c  

f i r ings  a t  the Miss i s s ipp i  T e s t  Fac i l i ty ,  was  des t royed during a p r e s s u r e  

t e s t  r ecen t ly .  The resul t ing t e s t  s tand damage  wi l l  cause  a two-week delay in 

the p lacement  of the f i r s t  flight s tage  in the stand.  That  s t age ,  S-11-1, i s  

scheduled to  be  placed in the s tand August  1. 

:$ S-IVB--95 pe r cen t  flight r eady  fo r  Saturn  V, This  s tage  h a s  a l r e ady  . , 

flown a s  the upper s tage  of the c u r r e n t  Saturn IB s e r i e s  and has  proven i t s  

flight capabil i ty fo r  Sa tu rn  IB mi s s ions .  It i s  powered by a single 5 -2  engine 

that  on  Sa turn  V h a s  to r e s t a r t  in o rb i t  to in ject  the Apollo into a t r an s luna r  

t r a j e c to ry .  

:$ Ins t rument  Unit--100 pe r cen t  flight r eady .  Like the S-IVB s t age ,  the 

Ins t rument  Unit h a s  been flown on the IB. It is  the guidance s y s t e m  o r  "brain" 

of the  rociiet .  

One of the e a r l i e r  miss ions  of Saturn V i s  to p lace  t h r ee  a s t ronau t s  on the 

Moon by 1970. NASA sc ien t i s t s  a r e  a l so  studying var ious  o ther  payloads fo r  

subsequent  space  m i s s "  ~ o n s .  

The Sa turn  V, when opera t iona l ,  can place 140 tons of payload into E a r t h  

o r b i t ,  o r  send  45 tons to the Moon, 

In fac t ,  the enormous  vehicle can place into E a r t h  o rb i t  in one launch m o r e  

than the  weight  of a l l  sa te l l i t e s  and  deep space  p robes  NASA h a s  launched s ince  

it w a s  c r e a t e d  in 1958. Weight of a l l  of the Mercu ry  and Gerr ini manned s p a c e -  

c r a f t  that  have been launched to date would f i l l  the ca rgo  hold of a single Saturn  

V to  l i t t le  m o r e  than 50 pe r cen t  of i t s  capaci ty .  
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Dr.  Wernhe: von Braun ,  d i rec tor  of MSFC and head of a t e a m  that  

launched the f i r s t  U. S. sa te l l i te  eight y e a r s  ago,  sa id  the Saturn V wi l l  

become the space  t r uck  fo r  y e a r s  to come.  

A government / industry  t e a m  that  s t r e t ches  a c r o s s  the United Sta tes  

i s  developing the  rockets  fo r  NASA. Gen. OtConnor manages  this  production 

effort .  


