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HUNTSVILLE ,Ala .  --NASA Marsha l l  Space Fl ight  Cente r  engineers  and 

sc i en t i s t s  wi l l  soon begin using a giant Saturn V boos te r  s imulator  in making 

var ious  t e s t s  of equipment and facil i t ies h e r e  and a t  Michoud Operat ions ,  

Miss i ss ipp i  T e s t  Operations and Cape Kennedy. 

The S-IC s imu la to r ,  recent ly  completed,  wi l l  be  used f i r s t  a s  a substi tute - 
fo r  a n  ac tua l  boos te r  in  tes t ing the S-IC t r a n s p o r t e r ,  which i s  scheduled f o r  

completion h e r e  in F e b r u a r y .  

Af t e r  t r a n s p o r t e r  checkout,  in March ,  the s imula tor  will  be  moved to 

var ious  buildings in the Manufacturing Engineering and Quality Assurance  and 

Reliabil i ty a r e a s  to ver i fy  c learances  and turning space-and to t r a in  personne l  - 

in handling techniques.  

The s imula tor  wi l l  then be taken to the T e s t  Labora tory  fo r  checking out the 

S -1C s t a t i c  t e s t  stand and other  equipment. Then i t  wi l l  go to the dock to be  

loaded aboa rd  a ba rge  fo r  i t s  t r i p  to New Or leans .  

A t  Michoud, MTO and Cape Kennedy, each facil i ty which wil l  eventually 

r ece ive  ac tua l  S-IC s tages  wil l  be  checked out f i r s t  using the s imula tor .  
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The s t ee l  s t ruc ture  has  the same  dimensions a s  the booster .  Large  concrete 

blocks will  increase  i ts  weight to that of a r e a l  booster .  The blocks can be removed 

o r  moved about within the s t ruc ture  to simulate changes in weight and shifts of 

weight cen te r s .  

The s imulator  was designed by the Boeing Company under MSFC direction. 

I t  was manufactured in sections by Martin-Baltimore and shipped to Huntsville. 

Under Martin supervision, Valley Steel Co. of Decatur ,  Ala.  assembled 

the s imulator .  

Use of a s imulator  for  necessary  facility testing, ra ther  than an actual  vehicle, 

resu l t s  in significant savings.  

Another advantage of using the simulator i s  the ease  of handling. The a l l - s tee l  

s t ruc ture  can be lifted, t i l ted,  rolled, hung, hauled and handled just about any 

way without too much danger of damage. 
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