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Habiabi Lty proviclons ol the Orbltal Workshop

Yerterduy, two of the crewmen of the "Hen Peanklin," Lhe undersen el
that drirted for 30 days submerged in Lhe Gulf Otrenm, were hore nl MOGC,
and related many o thelr experlencer and observations having to do with
the habltabl! LIty provislons of the "Ben Peanklin" during 1ts mission.
The erowmen that talked to us were two ol o crew of six. ‘'lThey were
Joeques Piceeard, anotber one of the famous Pleeards, and Chester May,

a MGFC engincer,

Both men considered the mission as a whole to be successtul » bul both

were quite critical of certain featurcs ol the undersen craft, partisulnvly
its habitabllity provisions. Dr. Piceard even suggested Lhnt wmission
success was in spite of and not because of the habitability provisions

of the craft. Both men implled that the inndequacies were all Lhe more
amoying when one reflected upon how 11htle engincoring attonblon would
have been requived Lo have alleviated mosl of the discomiorta,

[t me 11st some o' Lhe inadequacien mentioned:  there was no privacy:
the Llghting and acousltic contrel war poor, and Interferred with sloop;
thermal control was entirely Inadequate, and therce waes no oxtm clobhing
avallable for that contingency; the ood was dreary and unlmoginalive,
and the hot water wasn't hot; the resplrable atmosphere renched murginn
levels of contamination; and worst of all, the crew had no meang ol
objcetively assessing the status of their environment and gencral
situation, They sometimes bhecame apprchensive unnccessarlly,

After the meeting, 1 asked Dr. Piccard why the "Ben Franklin's" habitabil-
ity provisions were inadcquate when they were so readily discernable and
corrcctable during the engineering stages. ‘lle replied that many had been
recognivzed and polnted out, but that the people charged with engincering
and development seemed unable to reacl to observations and suggestions:
tant dld not fall within the boundaries of a class ¢ cnginceving discipl ine
Common nense geemed $o have been afforded 11Ltle credibiliby,

A1 Ehe while that the Inndequate hablbobi ity provisions ol the "y,
Fronl1In' were belige denerlbed, | conld not hoelp but rellocl upon Lhe

almilority off the "Hen FPranklin" and the Orbltal Workshop In Lhose

roopeetn, 100 1 hadn't known better, | would bave thought | was 1FALening
n debrict'ing of the first Workshop misslon in 1973. gv 3 :f_,
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1 noked Mel Markey, who represented Hondaquarters, LE AP hul been cxpoed
to the "Ben Franklln" experience. e oald that several belelines had
heen armnged at Headquarters and al Morshell, bubt he left me wlbh Lhe
Lmprescslon that AAT hid been somebhling Leve than abbonblive, Ineldentolly,
liomer Dotts wno the only AAPO mnn Lhnt 1 recopnived nb o yenbordny s
bhrieling.

for over a yoar now | ohave been promobing baproved hablbab! 1Ty provinlons
For the Orbitel Workshop - bobh ng one Intercsled In ppoeceral’l decdn
genernlly, aml oy Prineipal Investlpnbor for Iy e tmeen M=hidie Ifor Lhe
moth poocl 1 hnve been nnonecess i, The reagont e many bul. newny shom
Prom Lhe Pnllure of HASA and Lo conbrnetors Lo appeeclnbe Lhe foportanee
ol ndequabe comlort and convenlonce in Lomgg=durnblon spececmitt, or how
to desipgn tor same, when they do wpprecinle the Lmportance .

1 bring all of this to your attentlon because 1 think It nol too Inte
for the Workshop to profit from the "hen Franklin" expericnce, 1t is
true enough that the lack of habitnbility provislons has had 1ittle
deleterious effcet upon the success of our manned spacel'llght programs
to date; but, according to Dr. Pleeard, the 30-day misslon ol the

"zen Franklin" began to tell upon lto crew, even wlth its mueh lecs
primitive hwabitobillty provisions. 1% might be argued by MLC that crew
motivation, trainlng, agelection, cte., muy difter marked Ly botbwoeen bhe
"hen Franklin" and the Workshop, nnd o inva Lidate any comparivons; buls,
] conslder the "Ben Franklin" o better wnulogue off Hthe Workshop Lleen,
oay, Apollo . 1 ghrongly urge you to do | Tkewlie,
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