HER LIFE AND LEGACY

1916-2000

oted as “an institution” by the

Huntsville Times and as a “founding
force” behind the preservation of
Huntsville’s history by the Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Society, Dr. Frances Cabaniss 3
Roberts is well known and revered amongst
the historical community of nbrt.h_em Alabama.
She became the first woman to earn a Ph.D. in
history at the University of Alabama
. bcfm’t going on to becumc l'-hC ﬁrsr
chair of UAH's Department of
History and the namesake of the
university's Roberts Hall. She
was later inducted into the
Alabama Women's Hall
of Fame, thanks in part
to her efforts ro help
establish Huntsville's
Old Town and
Twickenham historical
districts, Huntsville's
Constitution Hall
Village, the Huntsville
Historical Society,
and the Huntsville

Preservation Society.

“Miss Frances Roberts, Univ.
of Ala. Exe. Center c. 1952

SCAN to learn more about Frances C. Roberts
at the UAH Archives and Special Collections




rances Roberts was born in Gainesville,

Alabama on December 19, 1916 to Richard

and Mary Roberts. She attended Livingston
High School, and at age 20 she graduated from
Alabama State Teachers College (now the University
of West Alabama) with a Bachelor of Science. She
carned her Master's degree and Ph.DD. from the
University of Alabama, in 1940 and 1956 respectively.
Roberts taught in high schools in Sumter County and
Hunsville until 1952. In 1950, she began teaching
history in the evenings at the University of Alabama

Hunrsville Center.

Roberts was diagnosed with Guillain-Barre syndrome
in 1975, which contributed to her retirement from UAH in 1980. Despite her objections
to public recognition, UAH's Humanities Building was renamed Roberts Hall in her
honor on May 14, 1988, UAH awarded Roberts an honorary doctorate in December
1993, and she delivered a commencement speech on the value of the family, a topic she
deeply valued. She died on November 5, 2000, a few weeks before her 84th birthday. In
2013, Roberts was posthumously inducted into the Alabama Women's Hall of Fame.




HER LIFE AND LEGACY

EDUCATOR AND SCHOLAR

in restructuring the Huntsville Center into the independent
University of Alabama in Huntsville in 1969. She retired from
UAH in 1980. By the end of her career, she had impacted

thousands of students through her classes.

Roberts set her sights on bo_c::omhgan cducator. ©

Roberts first taughe history at the high school level;
then in 1950, she was hired to teach history at the University
of Alabama Huntsville Center, where she became the first chair

of the history department in 1966. Roberts was instrumental

52 young woman growing up in Alabama, Frances it

As a scholar, Roberts studied the history of the Tennessee Valley. Her master’s thesis,
tiled “An Experiment in Emancipation of Slaves by an Alabama Planter;” focused on

“.l.

Samuel Townsend's efforts
to free his slaves during

the 1850s. Her 1956
dissertation, “Background
and Formative Period in the
Great Bend and Madison
County,” was a seminal
work on the Tennessce
Valley that established her
as an authority on Alabama
history. ?

SCAN to learm more about Frances C. Roberts
at the UAH Archives and Special Callections
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A LIFE OF SERVICE

n the mid-twentieth century, rapid growth and
urban renewal threatened many of Huntsville’s

historic structures. Frances Roberts was instrumental M

in saving many historic buildings as an active member
of Hunesville's historic preservarion groups. Among her
notable projects were securing funding to establish the
Weeden House Museum and working with Constitution
Hall Park and Burritt on the Mountain. Roberts and *

architect Harvie P, Jones also compiled “A Preliminary Historical-Architectural

Survey of Sites and Structures in Dckalb.jackson, Limestone, Madison, and Marshall
Counties” for the Top of Alabama Regional Council of Governments (TARCOG).

Roberts was a co-founder of the American Association of University Women (AAUW)
Huntsville chapter. Her work with the AAUW included the first tours of historic

downtown Huntsville and the publication of “Glimpses into Antebellum Homes of

Huntsville.” Roberts was also a proud supporter of the Girl Scouts of America.

Dorothy Adair, Lynn Jones, Frances Roberss, and
 Harvic Jancs in front of House, 1988,

OF ALABAMA REGIONAL
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

[

SCAN to learn more about Frances C. Roberts
at the UAH Archives and Special Collections
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ARCHIVAL LEGACY

rances Roberts amassed thousands of documents
related to her fa.milg-r and the hfs:nry of Alabama
over her lifetime. These materials live on as
the Septimus D. Cabaniss Pa[-Jers at the Univ:rsit:;f of
Alabama (UA), the Frances C. Roberts Collections at the
University of West Alabama (UWA) and The University
of Alabama in Hunrsville (UAH). :

The Septimus D. Cabaniss Papers contain materials

related to Cabaniss’ Hunsville law practice. The National E 5 (=

Historical Publications and Records Commission funded - =28 i
[y s ——

the arrangement and description of the Cabaniss Papers Alabama Libraries Special Collections.

as part of a collaborative grant between the University of

Alabama and Tuskegee University in 2009. The Frances Roberts Collection at UWA
contains ephemera, photographs, and family records from the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It includes a large postcard collection and antique books. The Frances Roberts
Collection at UAH contains the heart of Roberts’s research and family records, The
collection documents Huntsville and Madison County history from the late 17005 to
the early 2000s, making it a trove of genealogical and local history research.

PP Tt ATIVEATIN OF TRESO EALIE EGRSTTTTIONSF AASINA MoNTE SAnNO =

(WSERVITIIE WASS MEETING 1T HENTSAILLE L, 1D & Dot

;GABANISS, GARTH & WARD,

' Qttorneys at Law,

“Call fora Madison Cauncy Mass Mecing, |
o Oppose the Ratification of the So-Called ! v P! o y
PR v | HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA,
Will practice In all the Cc the Counties of Madison.
i Marshall, Jackson, Limes Maorgan, Lawrence,
Franklin and ile.
5., Cabaniss business card, from The University REFERE ES
of Alabama Libraries Special Collections. BUGL. Sam, Tate, Fr=t M, & € R R A J. Dincan, W. W. Berry & Demoville,
1. B, Rample, Evans & Porter

m SCAN to learn more about Frances C. Roberts
Pyt A at the UAH Archives and Special Collections
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CREDITS

Sponsors:

STATE DF ALABAMA

BY THE GOVERNOR
WEREAS, Erewces Cobealin  Rooess i narive
Alal bern and relsed in fhe Bifie Back Belt fown of
Galnervilla: and
WNEREAS. oiter receiving her 0.5, from  Livingston
Collage. she came to Humlsville in T Beiniiag o ambing tarear
that apanmed farty years

WHEREAS. whe completed her M.A. af the University of
Alabass; she peceived her Ph.D. thers in 1868; and

WIEREAS. Dr. Raberls Hnn ihe Muntevile Extensten Center
when it opened Bn 1050, coveequently, she climbed (hrough he
rnks, attaining full profiasership in Teit =md g & peefsarar

WHEREAS. teughout her yoors with the Center, which ls
new UAN  [Undversity of Alabama e
Hrslpsaty 10 _rulse mmey for - bul i
curvic and promste pesitive relafisns “baiveen the, VAR e e
ity o

WHEREAS, Dr. Roberis Nas continuaily laken her preforsonel
Bneetedge into Che commumty, ship pesitions on
B i cnd rimaking bafere ahds srecpa; td

WHEREAS, becsuse she is s gresily loved and odmired by
Par Pudents, many #f them have csss fsruard fo donale
subtantiol amounts of money te UAN in her name: end

murEnaAs, Ovesghow her e, D Raberts combined her
ot ol ing, research service with o much sense of
.—.nmnwuy P gty el e B At ool

. WHEREAS. on December 12, 1083, Dr. Reberts recelved har
Doetor of Numane Letters Hunorary Degree:

NOW. THEREPORE. I. Jim Folts, Governor of the Siote of
Alubisma, do hareby procloim December 1. 100,

Dir. Frances Roberts

eat Seal of
af the State Caplted in the City of
Menlgomery an (hig the 13h day
of Januery, 1998,

THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE

M. LOUIS SALMON LIBRARY
UAH HUMANITIES CENTER
UAH HISTORY DEPARTMENT

Community partners:

Hunsville Madison County Public
Libraries

Historic Huntsville Foundation
Athens State University

University of Alabama Hoole Special
Collections

University of West Alabama
Dr. Stephen Waring

Dr. Thomas Reidy

Reagan Grimsley

Drew Adan

Caroline Gibbons

William Morris

- Sara Kaparos

Phats ndis e frvie e Fnces Roberss Collsiiom, T
Uniiversity of Alabarna in Huntsville Archives and Special
Colleetion I Hintstille, Alabirna sntes moved otherwoiss

SCAN to learn more about Frances C. Roberts
at the UAH Archives and Special Collections
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