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CREEK 
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Dear Harvie: 

September 13th 1993 

R.F.D. 1, Box 146 

Fernandina, Florida $20$4 

This is the very first letter dispatched from the 

Temple of Ce.res. You, with. a 11 ttle help from A. J. 

Davis, have created a jewel. The scale is just right -
,. 

large enough to be an ·eye~catcher from a distance but 

still fiiting into the laridscape and then gr~wing in 

scale the visitor approaches its majestic portico. I'm 

having the Temple's official photograph ·made and will 

. , send you a good print for your archive. 

• 

Speaking of archives, I appreciate very much your 

willingness to xerox your notebook of study photo

graphs and comments for your Lane projects in Savan

nah. My project for D~cember, when I- plan to be down 

South, will be to assemble all the records of Lane 

restoration projects since the ~960 1 s. Your notes and 

photographs will be a vital part of this record. 

You have earned an honored place in Savannah's 

history, and I consider it as much great good fortune 

to have met you as a privilege to work with you on our 

good deeds. Apd we have only begun! 

Your grateful admirer, 

_,_ \n \ u..s \..b~c....fil 
,St::,.YJ,l ,~~ 10~-

+ 14 ~~'12- -~"1? P.S <:if 
~ "\o/(1::,.1 ~ p<Uk.1 ~1{'• 
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Temple of Ceres, design for a folly at Robert Gilmor's Glen Ellen, by Alexander J . 
Davis, 1833. Avery Architecture and Fine Arts Library, Columbia .Vniversity 
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JONES&HEAAIN 

March 23, 1994 

Mr. Mills Lane 
321 Barnard Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401 

Dear Mills: 

A~chi~ecture/1 nterior (?esign 

The Tempre· of Ceres at Alligator Creek exceeds my hopes and expectations. The size Is just big 
enough and not too big. It is a very pleasurable space and place. Your choice of. location Is 
perfect; just the right distance from the house to the east the proposed Choraglc Monument to the 
west, and the cluster of large trees on the 90 degree axis to the north. The existing alle'e 
of trees on the temple's west axis must have been a road In the distant past, prior to the 
construction of the 1940's house. It is a fortuitous site-feature. 

Ralph and his crew have done an excellent job. I had been worried about how the stucco plinth 
might come out, but I needn't have. It has a smooth finish and sharp comers, as I had hoped. 

Lynn and I spent a wonderful day reading and writing in the temple. I got plenty of photos and if 
some. come out particularly well, I'll send you and Ralph copies. 

Few architects are privileged to work on structures where the program, site, client and builder are 
as ideal as this. I'm happy to have been able to participate in the realization of this fine little jewel 
of a building In its perfect setting, which jewels must have, of course. 

Respectfully, 

~ . 

Harvie P. Jones,FAIA 
· HPJ/lm 

cc: Mr. ~alph Anderson ... 
.-. 

104 Jefferson Street • Huntsville, Alabama 35801 • 2051539-0764 • Fax 205/5;34-2289 



• 

• 

• 

GARDEN FOLLY AND WRITER'S STUDIO 

This small garden folly is a visual ornament in a wooded seven -acre site in the manner of the 18th 

century follies on English estates, and also serves as a quiet and secluded work place for the owner, an 

architectural historian, writer and publisher. It is localed near and on axis with the writer's house in a 

wooded area bordering a tidewater basin in north~t Florida. 

The building consists of only one room of about 14 by 18 feel There is no plwnbing, closets etc. 

inasmuch as the owner desired a simple space in keeping with the building's classical ancestors. The 

classical detailing is primarily based on the ancient Greek Temple of Ceres, and similar buildings of the 

period. Construction is entirely of wood (on a masonry styJobale) in keeping with the 18th century 

tradition of an impulsive and impennanent garden omamenL 



~ 

....... 
L 

I ----
'""' 

-....,__ 
) 

) 

\ 

' 
\1 s \N I) 0 i;) 

-......:::-....... 

>. 

C 

"' 

~\...\..\C,~-i~,: 

(vc.'1 v4~ 

\ 

C 

• 
--+---..i 

~ . ., ~,, 
~es\ \A'-'<v,"' 1 
'4-y~,t~ 
\ ~~',v°i \ \ (, J p \ . 
~, ~e., 1-f P \t~ 

• 

• 



• , J , ,_, _ ,J- I ,. , • '\ • I • . , i._ . , •· '-- • 

'=711JU.P(~12eo') 

-e\.k.✓ , \ C-:J , ~ "? ~ > e.eJ C, ~ c:O) \ / tt 

r- P._G· :~ -:· 7r?~~,\.~ ~ ~ ?_~??~-~~ 
. ~ ,-:..:: . -·. - - -: . - - ' 

@~;;o " ~ I --- --
t<'ltr-7~ we,('.), ~ r 1 _ .(.... ~t.,..::tNE;e. 11-j er,· 

~,::.\e"l-4., 'l"(yf, ~t,,~, 
-~e1 e,~\.. 

fr t / _ ""t> I--\~ '2.t:Q 0 
.J '. ~ 1'2,' q> \f '? 0) l)C-k, l--\e,k1 -

6 ~1..✓ . "t:»J v...io "=t 
I ,. _-t-t--~ l C.. $ f;:... C::,. f>--GUc. 

·lj PI-J ,~4 

rj~ '. 
\ 

t 



• ---- • 

' ' 

m I LL s U-t B. ':- U::¥'~ Och\ ' 1 r-ou .. , 1 

..) oh)~. q I-\ ~J:..c,r;q I HA-\ \c (...c-1...:,. • 
\--\P--l'!.\J1c. r. ,')l)r-)t--;,, rlc:,.11-._ - ,991...-' 9,,...L, 
\-(1:>-vt\.- - r.:s._ . ~, Dh' /1.S' 10()\':iL.,E;... -~ J:-('_;_<J ,.:,,i..,l.[)6 \ l\..,:.l✓'-1 C:' 

I-"\'~ '.D't,--1.(J\L.r{1--t.x )('{')Ll....-/\J::;:{\\) . ·{JJ\\:,..."1 111'1,\()..), 



• 



• 



• • 



• 



• 

I C-ot..S
(l-\fil'CTJY1l-lJ\J -
5~oee-:; C-fl. 

b,1/jil.)74, 6--5-

• • 



_J • • • 

. j 



• • 



• 

• 

• 

J) II 
(j\ 

i---\ 

I 
I 

I I 
1 

.J 

.> 
~ -
) 
7 
(j 
\.I' 

~ 
\ 

I 
I 



, r r c 

\ t 
I , s 

<.'. ' ' ' \\. t, "' I 
I 
1 • 

I 

...._J \ ,-..,.., ( \ ' ) ( ' I ) \~ ' • r • ~ .,./ [\~ I ( \ 

\\ ~ r_--1, ~ \_,J\,,~ t, ) ')-,, : { l l , ('. \ 

• • 

I 

~ \ ~ 
~ 

( C-v--_,{, • , 

"' I V't '1,/4 (L_ 

\~ •-"< ("' , 

\·) •): 

\ _\ -\ .. \;,.i,:.:,~ ,I 

•l\.trl Jl, 1 •,1-

._:i~ r~- I• 

,n \ t ~,.J1.·· 
·I ' J ~, 

' l l 
l 

• "'"' .. ' 1,.fl Ar·~ - l 
r 

,~ I 
1\ 

fir 
>-

t ,\<)fl'{, ~ 
,,\l..11\\.'-, 

.ct,11c~ ..;.. ' 

I .1,.l\ ~J.!.j 
,__\_ ( . 

'- \.{\ ,: ·\ ,) 

• 

J J 
fl 

. \ ( 
'\ ' ,I 



• • • 

c., ) \ 

\, ~ ... -, \ -, ' 1 1 \ & ) L (. C7Y"' _ r,JtJ_;.,,-_.,) 



• • • 



• • • 



JONES&HERRIN 
Architecture/Interior Desian 

f :, I .-,,-.1f J JM') "j i., 

W~-l ,~ 

• 

Historian's Writing Studio 
Rural Northeast Florida 
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