













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































[2]1 Furnishings that belonged to Jemison/llargrove//Van de
Graaff family members; [3]1 Tuscaloosa furnishings from the
appropriate era represented by the rooms interpretation; (4]
Furnishinge from Lhe appropriabe era.

Thesc rooms while being historically interpreted shall
be madec avalilable to the public for a fee for parlies,
reccptions, weddings, etc. subjersl Lo the discretion of the
Jemison Foundation. Therefore, in all instances of
interpretation care shall be taken in creating interiors
that can be used and not “"roped off" frow public use.

f. The original butler’s panlry and back room in the dining
room ell will be renovated Lo crcate a handicapped
accessible restroom and a catering kitchen. Care will he
Laken bto relain as many original architectural features and
finisghes as possible.

8. The original 1062 wabLer closet (toilet) off the back
porch will at a5 future date be restored to reflect iLs
original appcarance.

9. The orlginal bathroom with ite copper tub  and tank
room above will be muguem spaces and restored to Lheirp
original finishes.

10.  The second floor will be restored to its 162+ . ¢ A«ll.
configuration consisting of four bed chamberﬁfénd two
dressing rooms. The twe 1945 full bathrooms will be
retained, however. Finishes and furnishings of thesc apaces
Lo subject to futurec nee. 1t ie anticipated, however, that
at least the two fronl rcoms will be interpreted as

bedchambers--particulariy if original furnlture becomes
avallable.


















CENTRAIL HALL

The following information supplements my research
compiled in the STRUCTURES REPORY, pp. 33-38.

DOOR SURROUNDS

The doors in the center hall are composed.of hard
woods, mostly walnut. Only one is missing--X false door
located at the landing of the stairs (STRUCTURES-REPORT,
Fig. 21) was removed by the Burchfields so that they could
place a large grandfather clock on the landing. In some
instances the doors are veneered with other woods including
what is said to be curly pine and chinaberry. The trim
around all the doors, however, is yellow pine which was
originally grained. This graining has been discovered
throughout the principal rooms on both the door and the
window surrounds and the baseboards. Interestingly, it is a
dark "honey" color that harmonizes with, but does not
attempt to match the dark brown-red real walnut of the
doors. This two tone effect was also used on the transoms
and sidelights of the front and rear hall doors in this
room. The graining technique (examples are preserved under
the "colonial revival" white enamel first applied in 194% by
the Burchfields) is rather crudely done with only a
rudimentary attempt at simulating the effect of wood grain.

——

THE ARCH

The arch as visible in HABS Photo 16-205 (STRUCTURES
REPORT, Fig. 21) has lost its entablature (technically these
are implied voussoirs). This missing piece appears to have
been painted the same color as the walls (see below). It
appears that the Greek Doric columns were grained with the
same faux bois technique used on the rest of the trim. This
treatment is remarkably similar in configuration, finishes,
and color to an earlier central hall decorative scheme uscd
in Georgia (Figure 1).

(T'his photo is an illustration from William Secale, "Bullock
Hall in Rosewell, Georgia," THE MAGAZINE ANTIQUES (June,
1974}, pp- 1322-1329.) In the process of restoring the
missing entablature to the arch workers should open the )
underside of the center of the arch to determine if a gas
pipe extends to this area. 1In the HABS photo a chandelier
hook extends from the underside of the arch and the gasolier
(then electrified) is located further back in the hall. It
is possible that both the gasolier and a lantern (suspended
from the hook as in the Roscwell, Ga. example) were used.

In summer gas lighting was not used much because of the heat
and the insects that it attracted. Since we have fragments
of the gasolier we may at some point wish to have il
restored.
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WALLS

All evidence discovered so [ar indicates that the
central hall was painted a rich deep red--scmewhere between
an oxblood/maroon/Pompeiian red in color. So far only
speckles of this color have been observed in cracks and
crevices around the door surrounds. However, we know for
certain that the hall was, indeed, still painted a dark red
color during the 1930s before the family lost the house
during the Depression. Asa Roundtree, the last surviving
Jemison descendant to live in the house remembered a "dark
red or maroon color" (STRUCTURES REPORT, p. 34). This
recollection 1s corroborated by Celeste Monnish Burnum who
remembered the dark red color from her childhood. Both Mr.
Roundtree and Mrs. Burnum commented on the chalky paint that
would rub off on one’s hands and clothes. (Deteriorated
calcimine paint tends to become powdery or chalky). Note
also the HABS photo. DBecause it is black and white one is
not able to determine the hue (color) of the wall pigment.
Nevertheless, one can determine its value, especially
relative to the values of the natural wood finishes still in
existence and in situ. It was definitely a highly saturated
dark hue. During the renovation we may find enough traces
to match the red exactly. Until then a color between
oxblood and Pompeiian red would be historically appropriate.
As mentioned above, Pompeiian red was used for a very
similar central hall in the Roswell, Ga. restoration.

A similar color scheme was used on the central hall
of an Italianate house closer to home (literally across the
street from the Jemison house). The earliest descriptions
of the Battle-DeGraffenried house (once located across 13th
Street) lindicate that the hall was painted dark red. The
October 1, 1910 Tuscaloosa Times-Gazette Special Industrial
Edition described the house and some of its interiors. ‘'"Trhe
most striking feature of the mansion is a magnificent arched
and vaulted hall, which extends for a full sixty feet
through the center of the structure. This truly baronial
hall is a dull red stucco, the arches being supported by /

stucco pilasters which gives the effect of massive wood
work...."
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PORTRALTS

The family portraits now in possession of the Jemison
Foundation were hanging in the center hall as late as the
1930s. Mrs. Minnie VandeGraaf in an interview described
their locations as follows.

The portrait of Mrs. Llizabeth Taylor faces that of her

daughter, Mrs. Priscilla Chervkee Jemison across the

hall, Mrs. Taylor is a younyg woman at the time of the
T sitting, but she wears a fetching lace cap. On her
breast is a mosaic brooch, and at her belt a buckle of
gold. She is gowned in black velvet and lace, dropping
from the shoulders; a necklace of filigree encircles
her throat, the fastencr being two small gold hands
clasped. [Remarkabkly most of her jewelry worn in this
portrait has been donaled to the foundation. The locket
is a Florentine pietra dura mosaic mourning locket
which contains a locket of her dead husband’s hair)
Another portrait near the door is a full length
one of a little girl in a palé blue, shoulder-dropped
frock, tight fitting, with pantalets and at her feet
her little dog Scissors. This is Cherokee Jemison,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jemison, Jr. [National

League of American Pen Women, Alabama Members, HISTORIC

HOMES OF ALABAMA AND THEIR TRADITIONS (Birmingham,

1935), pp. 91-92.]

INTERPRETING THE HOUSE

It is most important that we recreate this entrance
hall as authentically as possible for a correct historical
interpretation of the house. As those of us who have
conducted many tours in the past Lwo years have discovered,
this is the logical place to begin them. It is indeed
fortunate that we can start in a space where the finishes
and even the arrangement of the paintings can be documented.
It would be helpful to include the reproduction of Robert >

Jemison’s portrait further down the hall to complete the oL
family group.
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CORNICE

The present wooden cornice in the library was added 1in
1945 by the Burchfields. After much deliberation the
structures committee determined to leave it as part of the
history of the house even though the restoration architect
recommended that it and, indeed, all the cornices on the
interior be removed. (Jones, Preliminary General Notes...,
p- 24). I agreed with Harvie. However, I also feel that
the cornices represent a part of the continuing history of
the house. If we remove them they are gone forever. At
this stage of the restoration I thought it was prudent to
retain them.

T"he same decision was made about the marble mantel
which was also added in 1945 by the Burchfields. I stand by
these decisions and base my position on the following:

INTERPRETING THE IIOUSE

Both the cornice and the marble mantel are historically
and architecturally appropriate for the library and they are
useful in interpreting the evolving architectural history of
the house. 1In interpreting this room the guide or docent
can explain to visitors that this marble mantel, though
added almost B5 years later by the last private residents of
the house, was exactly what Jemison had intended to use had
not the Civil War stopped shipment of supplies from
Philadelphia (STRUCTURES REPORT, p. 99). The gquide coculd
then display the HABS photo of this room showing the black-
painted wooden mantel actually placed in this room in 1861-
62, and one of the Burchfield photogqraphs depicting the room
as their formal living room.

SOUTHEAST ROOM

The earliest use of this room is conjectural. It was
used by the Van de Graaffs as the "new" dining recom and by
the Burchfields as a "music rcom." I now believe thal
Jemison originally intended the rcocom as @ ked chamber: In
the STRUCTURES REPORT, p. 99 in my transcription of
Jemison’s letter to the architect | interpreted his
handwriting to read "but cham" for butler’s chamber. In
light of what we now know, this does not wmake sense because
there is no fireplace in the pantry (now restroom and

storage). 1 believe that the inscription is "bed cham" (for
bed chamber). 1t may seem strange to have a bedroom
connecting with a library by a large pocket door. From my

knowledge of nineteenth-century interiors, however, it was
not unusual. The room mnay have been interpreted as a kind of
hed/family sitting room. 7Tn the winter this would have been
Lhe warmest room in the house since it opened into the sun-
filled conservatory and a protected south porch. Remember
that the house was heated only by open fire places since the
elaborate heating was never installed in the basement.


















by his daughter Minnie Hargrove Vandegraaff hung over this
mantel. This portrait is reportedly hanging in the
University of Alabama Law School. "There is a possibility )
that it might be loaned to the Jemison Foundation.

GASOLIER

The gasolier is one of two original light fixtures
discovered in the basement in 1991. It was restored,
rewired, and hung in the dining room in 1993. At present its
original location has not been ascertained. However, the
decision was made to place it in this room because pairs of
gasoliers are needed in the four front rooms, and it is
clearly not a hall fixture. It is an important document
from the original construction of the house. Though
unsigned it probably was manufactured in Philadelphia--
possibly by the Cornelius and Baker Company. It is
constructed of a combination of painted cast iron and
bronze. Though very rare today these were fairly commcn in
the 1860s. Their advantage was that they were less costly
than bronze gascliers. However, a major disadvantage was
that they were extremely heavy. The Jemison gasolier would
probably be described as "Renaissance" in style. Note the
vermiculation (worm pattern) cast into the bowl and the
arms. It still retains its dark brown paint which creates
the effect of patinated bronze in contrast to the real
brightly polished bronze details. ‘“The shades, shade
holders, and central brass ball finial are modern
reproductions. The gas pipes and fixtures were originally
installed by Mr. Goodwin, a pipe fitter from Selma. That
city had established a municipal gas works in 1857.
(STRUCTURES REPORT, p. 130, 121; Denys P. Myers, GASLIGHTING
IN AMERICA, A GUIDE FOR IIISTORIC PRESERVAYTION [Washington,
1978}, pp- 134, 135, 251)

UHEATING VENT

The small rectangular hole in the west wall of the
dining room is the only original heating duct so far
discovered. It is part of an elaborate duct system which
honeycombs the brick walls of the house. These ducts at
some point joined together in the basement over the location
of the never-installed furnace. The furnace (and marble
mantels) were never delivered because of Union blockades
around all Southern ports. We have not run a plumber’s
snake down the hole, but it definitely extends down to the
basement. The floral iron vent uver it is not original.
The original would probably have been similar to, if not
identical to, those still in use in the main building of
Bryce Hospital (sce Mellown, BRYCE HOSPITAL HISTORIC

STRUCTURES REPORT, (Alabama Historical Commission, 19901,
Fig. 60).
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