
·10 1941 Mr. and Mrs. Max Luther purchased 
Oaklawn Plantation. It served as their residence 
and for training their show horses. Mr. Luther's 
widow, Mrs. Carl Lee, resided there until 1985 
when the property was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank E. Machnick, Jr. The home served as the 
national corporate headquarters for their business. 
In 1987 Oaklawn was sold to Mr. John Fraser, IV. 
Extensive restoration with attention to original 
design and detail was commissioned and overseen 

by Mr. Fraser and i', Mr. William 0 . . Lawter . .:~ · 
Meticulously ari<l i~stefully renovated, Oaklaw.n h i 

now has both the ,sre.ctiision and eleganc~ . . .oJ :~ /! 
private estate. 

In 1991,. tlte ;tifflmmwas· pur,c,hasetl , by iiew-_._.·.
owners, again inteiit Jm· :preserving the , historic · 
tradition of Oakla\l{-0. Au :outstanding ,ex81Jlple of 
Greek Revival arcliitedture,:d t contimie~~to.· impress, 
visitors with its 1l°g~~ce-~d:<b~tf ~ \ , • 

356 McVille Lane 

A charming country place, the McCrary
Thomas home is nestled near the Mountain Fork of 
Flint River at the end of a private cedar-lined lane. 
The land on which it stands was purchased in · 1809 
by Thomas Mccrary, an active and influential 
citizen of early Madison County. He bought the 
acreage when the United States Government opened 
its land office in Nashville. He later increased bis 
land holdings to include thousands of acres in the 
area. The first Huntsville Directory,. published in 
1859, shows that he was also a member of the ·.firm 
of McCrary, Patterson, and Sprague . . They, . were 
grocers, rope manufacturers, and operators of a 
cotton factory . 

Thomas McCrary's numerous · slaves and their 
birthdates were listed in the ·-large.- family .Bible 
which is still in the possession,· oo !Miss Alice 
McCrary Thomas, one of bis dlfsooiidants. Each 
suive was taught a trade so that Mr. McCrary's 

on, bordering on old Winchester Road, 

74 

appeared to be a coiim~nity in .itself. Weavers, 
shot makers, tailo~• '4,fkcksmith; and :men trained 
in many other occup·afions.~v.ed. anct°worked there. 

The homestead, a(lf pr~sentiy stands, is made 
up of three sepan~ ;,:s~ctions. The . two-story 
central structure is'·~ 13lc.lbe~6riginal home built 
by Thomas McCraiy ii\i-J-1824: fG>r · his second wife, 
Nancy. The sing~s~ i.ffic~ portion was built in 
1870 by their sori~:1 WiU1~. -who bad married 
Alice Ellett in 1858'. 1t1;iS':s'aid. that Alice longed 
for a one-story home~ •:T\tel e years later her wish 
finally came true wbere,most of the older house 
was converted to a single level. 

It was Miss Alice:'--Thomas who added the 
frame keeping room.,iit! 197'1. She is not only the 
present owner, bui..·. 'al.so a fourth-generation 
descendant of Tho~.M't:Crary; thus her home has 
been in her family for almost 170 years. Among 
the oldest buildings is the farm commissary. 
Especially noteworthy are its nail-studded door 
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