
House No . 2. 

The Ford - Countess Home 

Countess Lane 

This lovely old house had a heau ti ful settinp and the windin~ 

drive r iv es y o u n po o cl vie\•' n s you a pp r o 3 ch i t • 

This house differs from most of t he houses of this era in that 

it does not have a centrnl hall nor a central front door. There 

are two doors across the front , pivinr it somewha t th e appearance 

of the "duplex" of a later time . The two rooms fH!-1'-0Sl'I the front 

ca.nn-&t be eut:~rcd cxce..p-t:---by l'.0i11p outside or niounti11g a few steps 

t e--a--1-a-O-d-i-n-r,-cnrcl-g'"O~.g----d-ow-n--a-e-e u-p--l-a-o-f-s--t. e I's in to t It e other room-. 

A 
Tb~i-s-s-a11Te stairway a.J....e roes to the second sto r y into one of the up-

s t a i rs r o oms .~ -w h-,(,--G,r\,\,, trLv J._,,_ h_,,_1/... f-. 

There are two rooms, up and down , ~the el at the back. 

~ 
pstairs rooms in the el are reached from steps from one of the 

downstairs rooms. These rooms to not connect with the upstairs 
I, i .,.,-, ,{ ~-.21 ... ' , ., r - 1 

in the front o·f the house . I ~ .J 
\, "l rooms \. . I 

\.. ~ # ~1 }1 y' 

The 

., .... <t,,,,'C.►--...,.,., 

The house is of handmade brick and 
(' 

I 

the -walls a re three brick 

thick . Tradition ha~ it that the b ric k was made on the place from 

clay taken from a near-by-field. There :I s still a biJ? round hollow 

in one of the fields that pives credence to the story. 

Th e h o us e w a s b u i 1 t b y J oh n F o r cl ab o u t 1 8 2 2 • H e w as th e b r o th e r 

of Hezekiah Ford who was the very first buyer of land in 

Township 2 , in which most of th~se houses on the tour are located. 

John Ford died in 1849 and is buried in the family cereetery about 

a half a mile from the house. 

The school house still stands in the ynrd. 

The presen t porches were not a part of the oripinal house and 

should be ignared. 
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