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J . T. S c hrimsher 

SI~ 
Spring 1990 

• The Jeremiah Clemens House 
and The Huntsullle Depot Museum ► 

both date back to pre-ciuU war days 
and p layed a role in the deuelop· 

ment of Huntsuille's heritage . 

Preserving 
The Past 

H untsville's com~it
ment to preserving 
its past continues 

with the revitalization of two city land
marks. The Huntsville Depot Museum 
just received an exterior facelift, and 
similar work was recently completed 
on the Jeremiah Clemens House. Both 
projects were lead by noted historical 
architect Harvey Jones, and J.T. Schrim
sher was chosen to act as general con
tractor because of its experience and 
commitment to Huntsville's historic 
preservation. 

Both buildings date back to the 
1800's and hold a great deal of historical 
significance. Built in 1860, the Hunts
ville Railroad Depot was once the 
primary reason for union occupation 
of the city during the Civil War. The 
Memphis & Charleston Railroad, which 
passed through downtown Huntsville, 
was the only east/west rail system in the 
south at the time and became the primary 
source of travel for troops heading to 

A Publication of J. T. Schrimsher Construction Co., Inc. 



PreseIVing 
The Past continued ... 

battle and for transporting 
supplies. The Huntsville Depot 
now serves the city as a museum. 

The Jeremiah Clemens 
House is another landmark which 
breathes Huntsville's heritage. 
The first floor was built sometime 
prior to 1831 with the second 
floor added years later. Jeremiah 
Clemens was a noted politician 
and is identified throughout his 
lifetime with this family home. 
Clemens served as a Colonel 
in the Mexican War and was a 
U.S. Senator from Alabama. 
But his most noted political 
actions date back to his leader
ship against Alabama's secession 
from the union in 1861. He later 
became a member of the peace 
movement to stop the Civil War 
and reunite Alabama with the 
union. He died only weeks after 
peace was declared. 

Both buildings had been 
slated for demolition in years 
past, but community action even
tually halted all attempts to tear 
them down.The Clemens House 
is now used by Huntsville 
Utilities for administrative offices. 

.& The building's 
arched entrance way 

invites clients into 
an open lobby area. ► 

Law Firm Makes 
Unique Move 

T he law firm of Morris, 
Smith, Siniard, Cloud 
and Fees moved into 

its new office building this spring in 
downtown Huntsville. The fast track 
project came together with the team 
of Samples Properties, J.T.S., and the 
architectural firm of Crow, Overbeek, 
Nevi lle, Peters and Associates. The 
building was designed to be unique 
while maintaining the architectural 
integrity of the downtown area. 

The premier feature is its arched 
entrance which gives way to an 
open lobby. Attorney Charles 
Smith comments, "We're extremely 
pleased with our new facility. J.T.S. 
did a very professional job and we 
were always able to work through 
any potential problems ... That's be
cause of the good communication 
between us all." 

The 13,500 square foot buildi. 
is only partially occupied by partr; 
Morris, Smith, Siniard, Cloud & Fe 
The first floor is still available for 
lease through joint owner Samples 
Properties. 



ANewLook 
For Valhalla 

I t's something Ralph 
Stubblefield Sr. has 
thought about doing 

for the past ten years---Now, on his 
family's immaculately manicured 
cemetery grounds stands a funeral 
home which finally completes the 
picture. "We felt this type of building 
would enhance the grounds and the 

.• ounds would enhance the build
g," comments Stubblefield's son 
d business partner, Ralph Jr. 

Father and son run the Valhalla 
Memory Gardens and Funeral 
Home. Both wanted to set the 

pace in North Alabama by offer
ing all funeral services at the same 
location. 

J.T. Schrimsher worked with 
Birmingham Architect George 
Phillippi on the project, which 
was completed six weeks ahead 
of schedule. "We feel very fortu
nate to have worked with such a 
good team," Stubblefield continues . 
"There's no question that this is a 
quality building ... We're proud of 
our operation and what it offers 
the community." 

◄The picture 
is complete 
at Valhalla. T 

Teamwork 
Builds Success 

J T. Schrimsher's 
relationship with 

• the McDonnell 
Douglas Corpo-

ration continues with the com
pletion of Phase II and plans for 
Phase Ill underway. J.T. Schrim
sher began working with 
McDonnell Douglas in 1985 
when the team of Samples 
Properties, J.T.S., and architects 
Crow, Overbeek, Neville, Peters 
& Associates were selected to 
develop facilities for the aero
space firm over a five year 
period. "It's been a wonderful 
relationship since the begin
ning," comments Frank Savage, 
Senior Manager of Contracts for 
McDonnell Douglas. "We've 
had excellent communication 
between the developer, contrac
tor and architect which is the 
key to avoiding problems. The 
team has done a bang up job!" 

Upon completion of Phase 
11, McDonnell Douglas will 
occupy nearly 140,000 square 
feet of office space in Cum
ming's Research Park. Prelimi
nary plans are current ly under
way to begin a third building 
which will bring the total square 
footage to over 200,000 square 
feet. 

~ The McDonnell Douglas 
Corporation expands its 
HuntsvUle presence in 
Cumming's Research Park. 



J.T.S. Properties Division ... 

T he past few months 
have brought some 
new names to the 

Huntsville area--and to space managed 
by J.T.S. Properties -- as well as the 
expansion of some long time friends. 
Titan Systems found a new home for its 
Huntsville group in Cumming's Re
search Park West. The engineering firm 
is now located in Park Place office 
building, which was developed by 
Capitol Futures, Inc., and built by J.T. 
Schrimsher. J.T.S. Properties Broker 
Donna Lamb helped place Titan Sys-

terns in this new 3-story facility. Ap
proximately 25,000 square feet is still 
available for lease. 

Expansion of the Better Business 
Bureau of North Alabama at 501 
Church Street was recently completed 
because of a unique opportunity 
awarded to this bureau. In January, it 
was selected as a central service 
bureau for the consumer autoline 
program and now handles such cases 
from both Alabama and Mississippi. 
The Autoline Program is a quick and 
impartial way for consumers to get as-

J.T. 80fRIMSI-IER Cnnstruction Cn., Inc~ 
Post O.ffice Box 41, Hwitsville, Alabama 35804-0041 ./ ) ~ \ 

.. " 1 ~J 

~{ \ -1-,-1\ .. /\ 
\ )t:' .r> 

t ),/'> 

l ~ • 

• 

◄ J. T.S. Properties Broker 
Donna Lamb (right) makes 
final arrangements with 
Donna Sorge of Capitol 
Futures and ntan Systems 
Vice President Johnny Allen 
as Titan moves into its new 
Park Place home. 

sistance with a car problem without 
going to court. 

December saw the opening of a 
second PIP Printing location in 
Huntsville conveniently located down
town on Clinton Avenue, and B & G 
Tires recently opened its doors at 1320 
Fletcher Street. 

J.T.S. Properties welcomes its 
newest tenants: ■Allied Bonding 
■ Atlantic Envelope ■ Barna Acoustical 
■Gold Lion Credit & Fidelity ■O'Barr 
Electric ■ Peck Plumbing Company 
■Ross Melvin■ Summa Technology. 
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! 'Adventures of Mark Twain's cousin' 
i 
; 

Huntsville's Jeremiah Clemen was noteworthy in his own rig4t 
By YVETTE HOLT 
For The Times 

J 
eremiah Clemens was a 
soldier, a politician and an 
author. He never achieved 
the fame of his cousin, but 

the lifelong 19th-century Hunts
ville resident did quite well in his 
own right, thank you. 

His first cousin, Samuel Clem
ens, a.k.a. Mark Twain, is one of 
the most celebrated American au
thors of the 19th century, having 
written such classics as "The Ad
ventures of Tom Sawyer," "The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" 
and " Life on the Mississippi." 

Although no document is avail
able to prove any correspondence 
existed between the two men, their 
genealogy narries James Clemens 
as the grandfather of Jeremiah and 
Samuel. Both descended from the 
Virginia Clemenses who came 
from England in 1664. 

Dr. Frances Roberts, former 
University of Alabama in Hunts
ville English professor says, "I've 
never found any connection be
tween the two other than they were 
first cousins." 

Contributing to the lack of a 
close relationship between the two 
may have been the 21-year differ
ence in their ages. 

Born in 1814 
James Clemens Jr., Jeremiah's 

father, settled in Kentucky but mi
grated in 1812 to the Tennessee 
Valley, where he met and married 
the sister of the Honorable Archie 
E. Mills and former Madison 
County Sheriff John F. Mills. Jere
miah was born Dec. 28, 1814 . 

Samuel's father, John Marshall 
Clemens, reared his family in Flor
ida. Mo., wbere Samuel was born 
on Nov. 30, 1835. 

Jeremiah enjoyed the benefits of 
belonging· to a wealthy family. He 
attended LaGrange College in 
Franklin County and was one of 

Samuel Clemens, I ft, perhaps better hpown as Mark Twain, was 21 years younger than his first 
cousin Jeremiah Cl mens, right, possibly explaining why they weren't very close. 

the first students t a11end the 
Universitv of Alab ma when it 
opened in. I 831. ,\ ft r graduation. 
he enrolled in the Sch ol of Law at 
Transylvania Univers ty in Lexing
ton, Ky. He returned to Huntsville 
in 1834 and was ad itted to the 
bar. He began pract cing law be
fore age 20. 

Soon events of his life began to 
pick up speed. In 18 4. he joined 
the U.S. Army as a rivate to aid 
in the fight with t Cherokees, 
but he came home fter a short 
tour of duty. He ma ied Mary L. 
Read, daughter of ohn Read, a 
Huntsville merchan on Dec. 4, 
1834. They had o c daughter, 
Mary Read Clemens. 

As his talents as a awycr gained 
recognition. he was ppointed by 
President Andrew Jackson on 
March I , 1837 as Fcceral :\llorney 

for the Middle and Northern Dis
tricts of Alabama. He held this of
fice until 1839. He resigned that 
position and was elected to the 
state House of Representatives 
from Madison County. One of 
Clemens' main fights at the House 
was the frauds and irregularities he 
saw ir the Bank of the State of 
Alabama. He met much opposi
tion, t nd it took a lot of his time 
and e11ergy during his term in the 
state Legislature from 1840-42. 

Aftt r much debate, litigation 
and fi.11stration for Clemens, the 
bank question and debate was 
pushed aside. Through his persis
tent questioning of issues that 
more experienced legislators had 
avoided, he gained respect and rec
o~nitfon as a strong speaker. 

The Southern Advocate said, "He 
is a powerful man of his age and 

destined to become distinguished 
in his state." 

In the spring of 1842, he re
signed his seat in the House and 
gathered a group of men who 
would later be named the "Ala
bama Volunteers" to aid in the war 
between Mexico and Texas. 

He became captain of these 58 
volunteers, which became a part of 
a battalion consisting of one com
pany from St. Louis, one from 
Natchez, Miss., and and one from 
Tuscaloosa. However, they got lit
tle support from Texas President 
Sam Houston. These volunteers 
did not see active service until the 
later part of 1842 when they were 
active for live months at Corpus 
Christi and Le Pauticlan . . 

He re-entered the military in 
1847 to light in the Mexican War. 
His prior service led him to be-

.j 

come the major of the Thirteenth. , 
Infantry. In July 1848, he was ap- 1 . 

pointed colonel of the New En-_J 
gland Regiment. He ended his mil- ., 
itary service a few months later. 

After returning to Huntsville in 
1849, Clemens became a candidate : 
for the U.S. Senate. He was elected . 
after much opposition and ques- • 
tion of his support of the Whig : 
Party. He was accused of corrupt · 
bargaining for the Senate position. 
He denied the charges. , 

He emerged from these difficul- , 
ties as a strong character of the • 
South. The press described him as 
"A young man with a fine person , 
and a frank, cordial, soldier-like 
address. He is endowed with' fine 
talents which have been improved : 
and heightened by careful cultiva- l 

tion and a classical education." 

Not secessionist 
During his years as a senator '. 

and his years approaching the Civil _ 
War, he did not favor secession. 

"I think that the idea of seces
sion broke the hearts of men like 
Clemens who fought so hard to 
preserve the Union," says Dr. El
eanor Hutchens, UAH professor ' 
emerita. "They just didn't want to 
see it fall apart." 

On Dec. 6, 1852, Oemens en- ' 
tered the last session of his con- ' 
gressional career. Around this time 
he began to cultivate his passion '. 
for writing historical romance nov- '. 
els. Though none ever reached the ' 
same grandeur as Twain's works, ' 
Clemens did publish four novels · 
before his death. "Bernard Lile," · 
"Mustang Gray," " The Rivals" ; 
and "Tobias Wilson" were all pub- ; 
lished between 1856 and 1865. :·. 

He contracted pneumonia during 
the' winter of 1864-65 while in 
Philadelphia to see a Dr. Pancoast,-' • 
who was an eye specialist. Clemens ~' 
was concerned that he would be- : 
come blind since his father had ; 
lost his sight later in life. -; 

Clemens died on May 21, 1865.: 
at age 50. He is buried in Maple 
Hill Cemetery. 

· .. 



JONES&HERRIN 
A rchitecture/Interior Design 

CLEMENS HOUSE EXTERIOR PAINT dISTORY 
BASED ON SCRAPINGS AT THE SITE 

FEBRUARY 7, 1989. HARVIE P. JONES, FAIA 

1 . When only the 1800's Federal Period one- story house existed, the bricks 
were painted near-white prior to the second floor being added. The evidence 
for this is that the paint color directly on the first floor bricks is a thick 
off-white, but this off-white does not occur at the second floor bricks except 
as occasional post- 1973 drips from painting the trim. See note 2 for second 
floor. 

2. When the late 1800's Italianate second floor was added the bricks at 
both floors were painted a red-brown color approximately the color of the 
bricks. Traces of this remains directly on the bricks at the second floor, 
and directly over the early 1800's white paint at the first floor. 

3. Six to seven layers of brick-paint can be discerned under a 30-power 
microscope at chips from the first floor brick paint, where the most-intact 
layers remain. Most of the layers are reddish-brown, but one l ayer near the 
center is a pale color, perhaps gray-green. The top layer is a burgundy, 
which was present in 1955, and was removed in 1973, when the bricks were 
sandblasted. 

4. The window frames and the porch columns at the first floor appear to be 
consistently a creamy off-white, like Glidden 70- 33. It is therefor e assumed 
that all the exterior trim was this color except for the blinds, sashes, and 
doors . 

5. The Victorian window sashes at the first floor are black (over a white 
primer), but the paint is thin and the sashes appear to perhaps be stripped, 
and several are 1973 replicas. Black was frequently used on sashes around the 
turn of the century. It is not clear what the color in the Italianate period 
might have been . 

6. The remaining cast-iron blind hinges were originally painted a black-
green similar to "Martin Senour Market Square Tavern Dark Green W85-0620. 
Typically the blinds would have been the same color, and this is assumed. 
Various shades of very dark greens for blinds were almost universal in the 
19th century based on the considerable number investigated by the writer. 

cc: Huntsville Utilities (Gail Weber) 
File 
HJ 

Members of the American Institute of Architects 

104 Jefferson Street Huntsville, Alabama 35801 
Telephone 205/539-0764 



JONES& HERRIN 
Architecture/Interior Design 

12-6-88 

Mr. Gail A. Weber, Personnel Director 
Huntsville Utilities 
P.O. Box 2048 
Huntsville, Al. 35804_ 

Re: Jeremiah Clemens Historic House 

Dear Mr. Weber: 

Following is a swnmary of our t our and discuss ion of the Clemens 
Historic House and grounds of 30 Nov., 1988: 

l. Historical Background: 

The Clemens House is of significant historical importance. It 
is, based on architectural mouldings etc., more than 160 yea r s old. 
It was the house of Jeremiah Clemens, an important political f igure 
in the 1861 Secession Convention of the Alabama Legislat ure, and a 
U.S. Senator in the 18501 s. It i s listed on the Nat iona l Register of 
Historic Places in Washington, O. C. 

Houses of this age and impor tance are rare and deserve careful 
preservation both for their rarity and for their ability t o i nform us 
about our predecessors and their times. This house is doubly 
interesting because it is a combination of a Federal Period (early 
1800's) house and an extensive Italianate (latter 1800's) remodeling . 
As it stands it is a fine e xample of Italiana t e architecture 
supe!imposed on a Federal Period house. 

The brickwork shows that the house was originally one - story. The 
brick up to the second floor is small, laid with tight joints with 
No.l brick in Flemish bond (alternating headers and stretchers i n 
each course) on the ''public" sides (north and west) . At the second 
floor the bricks are larger, No. 2 quality; and laid in common bond 
(every seventh course is headers). Undoubtedly, since the bricks at 
the first and second floors do not match, the brick was always 
painted after the house was made two story, apparently after a new 
owner bought the house in 1874. This paint was removed in the early 
l970's by sandblasting, a technique no longer generally used due to 
the pitting of the brick surface that usually results if the bricks 
are soft, as they are here. For historical accuracy, therefore, 
Huntsville Utilities should consider painting the brickwork after 
proper tuck-pointing is completed. A dark color would be appropriate, 

Members of the American Institute of Architects 
104 Jefferson Street Huntsville, Alabama 3S801 

Telephone 205/539-0764 
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of a shade used in the 1870's. Jones & Herrin has chips of such 
colors . 

The evidence in the attic indicates strongly that the second floor 
was added at the time of the Italianate remodeling rather than 
before. The ceiling joists are thin, about 2- 1/4x l0 inches, and are 
rotary- sawn, both indications of post-Civil War technology. The 
ceiling plaster-lath wo.od strips are also rotary sawn. Before the 
Civil War the lath would have been hand-split white oak and the 
ceiling joists would have been pit- sawn or- sash-sawn, with some axe
hewn faces, and would have been more square in section, typically 
about 3"x6". The present rafters are obviously the reused Federal 
Period ceiling joists: about 3"x6", face~ showing pit-saw or sash- saw 
marks, and some axe- hewn faces. In addition, lath and plaster traces 
are evident on many rafters, showing that they were once ceiling 
joists. Many of the reused rafters have empty mortise- cuts on their 
sides for Federal Period rafter- braces. They also have chiseled Roman 
numerals at joints (some now upside down), another Federal Period 
p r actice not used in Italianate technology . Apparently few of the 
Federal Period rafters were reused . They would typically be about 
3"x5 " . A few were seen. · 

Interior survivals of the Federal Period are the two attractive wood
trimmed arches in the first floor N.E. room, the mantel (apparently 
moved in the l870's remodeling) that is now in the second floor N. W. 
room, most door jambs at the first floor (but not the face trim), and 
several doors moved to the second floor, apparently in the 1870's 
remodeling . The Federal Period elements can be identified by their 
delicacy and small scale. The Italianate moulds, doors, trims and 
mantels are bold and heavy in scale . The Italianate mantels (first 
floor N.E . , S.E. and s.w. rooms) are likewise bold and heavy, and 
have an arched architrave. The surviving Federal Period mantel, by 
contrast, has delicate flared cornice moulds and elaboration of its 
surfaces with small applied moulding patterns. No arch is found on 
the Federal Period mantel, unlike the Italianate mantels. 

The stair balustrade is Italianate. If the house was made two-story 
in circa 1874, then the staircase would also date from this period. 
There are inconclusive indications (stair scrolls, apron, and tread 
bed- mould) thkt the staircase could be older than the balustrade. It 
is possible that the second floor was added prior to 1870, then 
remodeled after 1870 to the Italianate style. Some doors and one 
mantel upstairs are Federal, but they were probably moved up when the 
remodeling took place. The mantel design indicates it probably was 
originally in the first floor N.E. room where the two similarly
styled e legant Federal Period arched niches remain. The probable 
date of the stair (and thus the second floor) · could be determined by 
looking at the sawmarks on the stair framing beneath the stair. No 



access door leads there, and it would be very desirable to make an 
opening under there to check this out. The 1871 Bird's Eye View of 
Huntsville seem.s to indicate the house might be two story (gabled) at 
that date, but the drawing is not detailed enough to say for sure. 
The attic framing evidence described above indicates that the second 
floor dates from after the Civil War. It is recommended that a small 
panel be installed to give an inspection opening into the walled-in 
space under the stair for this and for maintenance purposes. 

At the rear service wing, the extremely wide wood frieze and gable 
trim show that the roof of this building was raised almost 3 feet to 
make it more in proportion to the Italianate remodeling. Other 
service buildings shown on the 1861 and 1871 maps were gone by the 
1970's. 

The interior of the house has been remodeled in a utilitarian 
fashion. It is recommended that more of a preservation approach be 
adopted, to include: 
Avoid altering historic elements such as doors, mantels, hearths, 
stairs, mouldings, ceiling heights and finishes etc. Some hearths 
have been raised. Historically they should be laid flush with the 
floor in a particular brick pattern typical of the 19th century. 
Ceilings should be at their original height and without the 
inappropriate modern "crown mould". 

The Clemens House is not just an "old house", but one of historic 
importance, beauty, and continued usefulness without any need to 
compromise on either usefulness or historical integrity. More 
detailed recommendations can be drawn up for use in both this phase 
of work and in future phases. Please let us know if you desire these 
detailed recommendations for your consideration. 

2. Exterior Repairs and Renovations: 

Following is a list of items that definitely need repairs and 
renovation: 

A. Repair or removal of the concealed gutters at the main roof. 
These were common on 19th century houses and they invariably leak. 
Most have been abandoned decades ago. Leaks from these have rotted 
decking, soffits, joist ends, mouldings and brackets to an unknown 
degree. 

Two methods used successfully by Jones & Herrin to correct this 
problem are: 



(1) Install "E>hiladelphia gutters" in a way that gutter leaks 
cannot penetrate the roof (see a recent example at the c,1840 
Rogers "Coca-Cola" house). 

(2) Roof-over the gutters with a 3 in 12 slope shingled roof 
and let the water spill on grade. 

Both methods necessitate re-roofing the house. The shingles on the 
service building are curling and are near the end of their life, 
perhaps because there is no attic ventilation at the service wing, 
and perhaps because in the expensive-petroleum 1970's many shingle 
companies used excessive . fillers in shingles, which shortened their 
life. To strip the old roof and re-roof with 25 year type composition 
shingles would cost about $6,000. To also use method (1) or (2) and 
do rot-repairs and attic ventilation might add another $4,000 to 
$6,000, or $10,000 to $12,000 total for all roof work. See paragraph 
2-D for porch roof work. 

B. Brick: The rear walls and some others have been inappropriately 
"repointed" with hard, gray, brittle E>ortland cement mortar, 
inappropriately smeared over the brick faces. E>ortland cement mortar 
has no resilience in temperature changes, unlike lime mortar. 
Therefore in hot weather the old soft bricks can be spalled by the 
hard mortar compressing them. The brick appearance has also been made 
unattractive by the smears. 

Options at recently repainted areas: 

(1) Experiment with removing the hard mortar from the brick 
faces and joints, and properly tuck-point with mostly-lime 
mortar. 

(2) Leave the hard mortar, and stain or paint all the brick 
surfaces to camouflage the smears and gamble on possible 
spalling of the old bricks. Paint is historically appropriate 
(see section 1, 3rd paragraph). 

In either case the original exposed mortar joints need proper tuck
pointing with mostly-lime mortar. 

There are approximately 5,800 s.f. of masonry walls. If the average 
cost of cleaning, repointing and staining was $.80 p.s.f., the 
masonry costs would be about $3,500 assuming 3/4 of the 5,800 s.f. of 
masonry had to be repointed. 

I 

I 

: 

I 



C. Window Blinds: 

The present white-pine "ranch-house" blinds have not lasted, for 
white pine has poor rot - resistance. These blinds are also not 
properly detailed or mounted. It is recommended that properly
proportioned blinds of painted heart redwood and thru-mortise 
construction be installed, and hung on cast-iron hinges in a manner 
suitable to the period of the house. Some examples of this can be 
seen (recently installed) at the Gene Montgomery residence (c.1824 
George Steele house) at 519 Randolph Avenue and the Peter Lowe 
residence (c.1834 Leroy Pope Walker house) at 413 McClu~g Avenue. 
These blinds were fabricated and installed by Jaynes Millwork of 
Florence, Alabama who are very knowledgeable of this type of 
detailing. With details furnished by Jones & Herrin, other good 
millwork firIM could furnish them also. 

D. Exterior Trim, Windows, Doors and Frames, Entry Porch: 

Exterior trim should be checked for deterioration due to roof leaks, 
trim gaps etc. Repairs should be in painted heart redwood where the 
member is exposed to weathering. Item "A" should stop the 
deterioration at the roof cornice. There is a leak in the 1970's 
metal front porch roofing which is causing damage at the east 
cor nice, and this leak needs to be corrected prior to repairs. 

Paint should be scraped, spot-primed and repainted. Consider removing 
the paint where it is caked to extreme thickness, using hot-air 
blowers (not torches) designed for this purpose and with proper 
precautions against lead vapors and fire. 

The porch column bases are tight to the concrete floor, causing rot 
at the bases. The trim and column bottoms should be kept up off the 
concrete about 3/8", per detail to be furnished by Jones & Herrin. 

The original soffits at the main roof cornice were originally double
beaded T & G boards. These were either replaced or covered with 
plywood at some point, which has partly deteriorated. The soffits 
should be restored with the original detail, for that material is 
readily available. 

Some window-glass putty is out, or cracked. Re-glazing should be done 
as needed, and the sashes checked for deterioration and repaired if 
needed with painted heart redwood or mahogany for rot resistance. 



The service wing doors which are exposed directly to weather should 
be checked and repaired or replaced as needed. All these are 1970's 
doors, and show some open-joints. 

The 1970's picket fence was built with lx4 pickets which are out of 
proportion (too wide) for 19th century fences, which had pickets 
about 2-5/8" wide, spaced about 1-1/2" apart. It would be desirable 
to replace these with properly proportioned treated-wood (painted) 
pickets. 

F. Planting: 

It is recommended that a landscape architect be engaged to work with 
Jones & Herrin to improve the landscaping at the house site and at 
the two adjacent parking lots . The house site needs at least four 
trees to soften the war-zone look it presently has. The installation 
of six tree-and-shrub islands along the parking lot street-edges 
would help the appearance of entire area with no loss of parking (use 
six "dead" triangles of parking area by the streets which cannot 
accommodate cars). This would be a good-faith approach toward 
partially meeting the landscaping requirements imposed by the city of 
Huntsville on new commercial parking lots. See attached site plan 
sketches. 

G. Interior: 

All of the inside faces of the exterior brick walls have been furred 
on the inside with 2x4 stud walls, insulation and gypsum board. This 
has altered the room proportions and the appearance of the door and 
window trim. The plaster ceilings have been replaced with gypsum 
board with a lumpy- spray finish and edged with modern small "crown 
mould". The furred walls may be too extensive to be removed and 
restored, although this would be desirable. The gypsum board ceilings 
would be better if they were smoothed and painted, and the crown 
mould removed. The house originally had a wallpaper-border frieze 
instead of a wall-cornice. Pieces of this frieze can still be seen 
above the 1970's dropped ceiling at the second-floor south rooms. 

The original wood floors are covered with plywood and carpet, which 
is probably best for its present utilitarian use. If the use of the 
house is upgraded in the future the plywood and carpet should be 
removed and original wood floors exposed. 

The raised brick and modern ceramic tile hearths are inappropriate 
and should be removed and replaced with flush brick hearths in an 
1870's design furnished by Jones & Herrin . The missing mantel in the 



first floor N.W. room should be replicated from the N.E. mantel and 
put back. 

H. Insulation: 

The main attic has about 6 inches of blown cellulose insulation. 
There are sizeable sections with no insulation, which should be 
filled. The cellulose should be checked for fire-resistiveness. 

No under-floor insulation was seen, but there is a very low crawl 
space and it may not be practicable to install it. 

The service wing attic and under-floor insulation was not accessible 
or checked, and it should be, per the first paragraph in section "H". 
The service attic has no ventilation. Ventilation eave-strips should 
be inconspicuously added per the detail furnished by Jones & Herrin. 
This has probably shortened the life of the shingles by 10 years. 

Interior sheet-acrylic storm windows are in place, which is the best 
type to least alter the appearance of a historic building. 

Door weatherstripping needs repair or replacement. 

I. Miscellaneous: 

Mechanical, Plumbing and Electrical systems should be checked. Is 
termite protection in force? 

J. Construction/Restoration Phase: 

The most cost-effective and technically best way to do restoration 
work is to negotiate with a general contractor and selected masonry, 
millwork and carpentry subcontractors who are experienced in this 
very different type of work and not "cost-afraid" of it, or who would 
underbid it and then not preform well. "Cost plus a fixed fee" is the 
most cost-effective way, because there are many unknowns which, if 
fixed bids are required, contractors must guess at, and consequently 
guess high, or not bid at all . 

In the negotiation method, few architectural specifications or 
details are needed. In bidding, these must be much more extensive, 
the general paperwork load is more, and handling uncovered damage is 
more cumbersome and expensive. This increases the architectural costs 
without bettering the construction, and is another reason why the 
negotiation method is the first choice, as long a reputable and 
experienced restoration contractor is us~d . We can (and have) worked 
under either method. 



If laws require bidding, then it should be limited to contractors and 
major subs who can show experience and competence in this field. This 
"pre- qualification" is legal per Alabama laws and we have used the 
technique several times on City of Huntsville work. In addition the 
specifications should state that all defects not visible during 
bidding shall be a change order, to reduce bidding guesswork to a 
minimum. This technique was used on the 1860 Huntsville Depot, and 
change orders totalled .only 6%, little more than for ordinary new 
construction . 

K. Long-Term Considerations: 

This National Register house should at some point be devoted to a 
higher use than utilitarian office and drafting space. At that point 
it should be properly restored to the Italianate configuration. 

A proper maintenance and preservation program should be set up now to 
avoid future loss of historic elements and deterioration . Jones & 
Herrin can assist in this if desired . We are currently setting up 
such a program f~r the 1860 Church of the Nativity. 

L. Possible Costs: 

Cost will vary depending on the items selected for repair and 
restoration, the degree of rot, etc. found and the market. Jones & 

Herrin are currently doing several similar projects: 1814 Leroy Pope 
House {"Echols Hill" - UAH), 1840 Rogers House (Coca Cola) and the 
1850 Otey House (Atnip Realty) . In comparing the extent and cost of 
these projects it appears that the current budget of $100,000 for the 
Clemens House will be enough to do a significant part of the exterior 
work, landscaping and perhaps some of the interior work described 
above. 

Please let us know how you would like to proceed. 

Respectfully, 

~ 
Harvie P. Jones, FAIA 
HPJ/am 
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Clemens Home 
HUNTSVILLE UTILITIES 

Clinton Avenue and Gallatin Street 

':(fj OCATED at the corner of Gallatin Street 
~ and Clinton Avenue,, the Clemens home 
was the residence of Jeremial;l Clemens. a lead
er o! the opponents to secession in the Alabama 
Convention of 1861. He was later an outspoke., 
advocate of peace during the latter months of 
the Civil War. 

Although the house as it presently stands is a 
fine example of mid-nineteenth century archi
tecture. courtbouse records and several archi
tectural elements suggest that the house may 
have been built in the t830's, with major re
modeling in the 1850-1875 period. 

The property was purchased in 1838, by James 
Clemens, who emigrated from Kentucky in 
1812. His son Jeremiah was born in 1814. Jere
miah Clemens. who was educated as a lawyer, 
was appointed as the U.S. Attorney for the 
northern district of Alabama in 1838, and he 
represented Madison County in the State Legis
lature for five years. 

In 1849 he was elected to the U. S. Senate 
and served through the 31st and 32nd Congress
es. Returning to Alabama, he opposed immedi
ate secession, and during the Federal occupation 
of Huntsville his Unionist sympathies grew. 
Traveling to Philadelphia he conducted a pam
phlet cari-ipaign advocating the re-election of 
Lincoln. He returned to Huntsville before the 

62 

end of the Civil War: and died a few weeks 
after peace was declared. 

The Clemens house is a two-story brick struc
ture with a one-story service wing attached to 
the southwt:st corner. The metal hipped roof 
features an overhanging cornice. The house has 
three interior chimneys, two in the main sec
tion and one in the service wing. The latter has 
an Adamesque mantel. 

In the center of the facade is a small wooden 
portico supported by four slender wooden col
onnets. The stone slabs at the enfry porch ap
pear to be the remnants of an earlier, smaller 
stoop. The windows are double hung and have 
decorative lintels similar to the one above the 
entrance. These lintels are apparently of high 
lead or tin content as there is no rusting. 

On the first floor a re two twenty-by-twenty
foot rooms on either side of an entrance hall, 
and fifteen-by-twenty-foot rear rooms. The main 
stairway is located on the right of the front 
hall. 

Alter the death of Jeremiah Clemens, the 
house was tied up in estate until 1874, when it 
was purchased by Duncan Sherman and Com
pany. The property then passed through several 
hands until it was sold by the James Williams 
family to Huntsville Utilities in the mid-1970's. 
It currently serves as the location of their 
Energy Department. 
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Lot No. 82, where the two-story, brick ho~se, known as the 
Clemens home stands, was first sold by LeRoy Pope to Philip A. 
Foote, a local merchant, for $300 on May 1S, 1817 . Foote then 
sold the property to James Price in 1818. A year later, Clayton 
Tolbert, a local innkeeper, purchased the lot for $1200. He · 
appears to haie built the house on the lot, for the deed, which 
transfers the property to Preston Yeatman in 1831 for $3600, 
states that the prope_rty included "the house where Clayton Tolbert · 
resides." In 1838, Yeatman sold the property- to James Clemens,. · 
a local ·merchant, who had been. in business in Huntsville since 
1812. The sale price was listed a~ -$~600, the same amount Presto~ 
Yeatman had paid in 1831. -- ~-

•-. . . . 
. . . 

Clemens retained -the property untr1 his death in 1856, when 
it became part of a long, drawn-o~t settlement of his estate. 
Jeremiah Clemens, his son who· w~~ quit~ prominent in state and 
local affairs, lived her~ until ~is death in 1865. . .. 

• • ~ • J • • • • • • 

Jeremiah Clemens was a colonei · in •.th.e Mexican War,. an 
editor of· a Memphis newspaper, an author of se~eral books, a 
U.S. Senator from Alabama, a leader against cecession in 1861 
in the st&te convention, a geneial.;~n the Alabama ~ilitia, and 
finally a member of the peace movement to stop the Civil War and 
·to rcu~i te the state of Alabama with the Union . ~eedless to say~ 
hC' was not very popular with the people of Huntsville when he 
died in May of 1865. When the Clemens estate was finally settled 
in 18 7-!, the Clemens Homestead was so ld to Dur:can Sherman & Com
pa:1y. The rroperty then passed through scn~ral hands until it 
\.,·~,:-;; purchasell as a home by Dr. Milt cn l·. IlaldriJge~ a prominent 
j:h~·~ic,in. After his death, it \l"a s pur.:: hased br Cyrus F. Suggs 
in 1007. After Suggs' death , it was purchased from his wido~ 
t·.y Charles I.. Hackworth in 1920. The "'·idow of Charles Hackworth 
m~rri~d James A. Williams, and the property remained in the hands 
o f the ~illiams family until it was recently sold to the Housing 
Authority . . The house has been modified through the years by its. 
various o~ncrs.* · 

A brief examination ◊f the house does not provide any definite ,~ 
arcl,it~c tural evidence of an 1825-1835 cons truction date; but µJ 
ther~ are, so far, a number of items that could support a conv 
st r u ..: tion date of 1825 - 1335 ,..-ith a major remodeling in 185S-1875~ 
,\ r:iore thorough examination of the framing ,,·ill help to establish 
the c onstruction date more firmly. 

"'\ p s ,:, YtJ I 7-\- .fl. I 1J ,d. 1.r.X r- t 9 i9 H .J 

MEMOERs; OF THE AMF.RICA!'-1 IN STfTL'IF OF ARCHITECTS 



Page 2 
Jeremiah Clemens Home 

Items Supporting "Federal" Period Constn1ction · (lSZS-18:55) and 
"Victorian" Remodeling (185S-187S) : 

1. Stone foundation wall is exposed 1 foot to 2 feet high 
(rough ashlar limestone). This ~as common in the Fed
eral period, but not in the rni<l-lSOO's. ' ~' 

2. Service wing roof has been rais~J about 2 feet fron the 
original roof line, apparenrly at the time of the major 
remodeling, to harmonize visually with the remodeled 
main house. · 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

-, . 

s. 

. . ~~ '"°' 
Service wing has· one 11Adamesque" :nan t Le. ·which was ~ 'tl<t'l: 
typic-~l of the Federal period. Thi~ refined mantle ~~ 
would ·not have been in a servant's ro0~, but it was 
common to shift mantles around at the time of a remodel
ing~ Two of the mant~es in the main house (parlor and 
dining room) are cast iron, which would mean they were 
probably installed after the 18SO's • .. 
All . fireplaces were built to burn Kood and were later 
made smaller to burn coal. The present Victorian mantles 
appear too 11:arrow to fit the · .. wood" firebox openings. 

Second-floor flooring is· 6'' to 8" wide pine. which was 
standard in the 1820's but wa5 probahly unobtainable 

:that wide after the 18SO's. 

Two "back bedroom" doors are_ in a beade~-edge, six-panel 
design, which was common . in the 1820's a-nd 1830's but 
completely atypical of the ld60 's ~nd 1870's. 

Entry door sill is of heav>·, 8" square wood, which. was 
typical of the Federal period, hut stone ~ould be more 
likely in the 1870's. 

Stone slabs at the entry pc~~h appear to be the remnant 
of an earlier, smal 1 P' x. '7 • : stoop, ...,.hich would have 
been normal in the Federal period. 

None of these is conclusive evidence of Federal period con
struction; but they are strong indications of the possibility, 
pJr:icularly when coupled with the property's history. The only 
element ....-hich would weigh against t his is the interior position
i ng of the chimneys , which is atypical of the Fe<leral period but 
comr.1on in the \'ictorian period. 

The Jeremiah Clemens house, as it ,tands, i s a fine example 
ol mi.cl-nineteenth-century architecture. Even if it is proved 
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that it is a remodeled Federal period resi~en~e, it would be 
historically proper to restore it in its present form for several 
reasons: 

· 1 . Most of the federal details, mn~tles; etc. are gone. 
·' 

2. Most of the mid-1800 details Jre still there. 

3 . Genuine rnid-1800 details and material~ are preferable 
to speculative, re-created, e~rly 1ann detail~ . 

4 . While many of us are not yet able t c see the beauty t~at 
is in. Victorian architecture, it is · nt?vertheless there; 
and in a few more years, at most, it will become evident 
to all. 

EverY period of architecture is held in lo~ esteem by t he 
following several generations. In the 1800's, f0r example, Fed
eral style b~ildings were generally cori~idered to be plain, boxy, 
and ugly . This is a fine house and should not be lost. 

Technically, _ the house appears to be in good condition. It 
is in better condition than was the Lowery house on Adams prior 
to restoration. Based on two similar. restorations, the Jerry 
Stapp law offices and the Public Systems Bui lding (Bill King), 
the restoration c ould be accomplished for 3/4 to equal the cost 
of equivalent technical qua lity but otherwise "plain box contern
po ra ry ' ' new off ice space with low ceilings, etc. . _ 

Thus , the opportunit y exists to restore thi s his toric r~si 
Jence for d istinctive offices at some"hat less cost than a "stan
dard" new building. Both of the ahc,e- mentioned projec ts were 
done for about 3/4 "standard'' ne..., ccs t s. Therefore, i t also make s 
sense to consider the restoration fro~ a pure l y economic standpoint. 

The building will add flavor the c:t~' • be a good public
r~ldtions too l for Huntsville Uti lities, anj may be cheaper to 
J 0 than new construction. 

*The his t orica l account of the Jen.-:~iah Clemens home was 
,, r i t t <: n by Dr . Frances R c I·: e r t s . 
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House appears to have had very few 1.r-any cbansres ,.,or · 
alterations. Service win~ may have been constructed at an -

, ·. 

.earjy date. '" 

The Jeremiah Clemens house, as it stands, is a fine 
example of mid-nineteenth-century architecture. Deta111n~, 
exte·rtor and interior, supports such d~tin'l ·Of construction. 

Mantels 1n tw~ ot the main rooms are cast iron. typicai 
of the 1850's local stylin~, as is the woodwork, doors. 
tloorln~, etc. 1n almost allot the house. 

Ch1nmeys are positioned in the 1ntei1or of the· house 
.-

;t'ral'.119 • .. 

The house is as vood an example of this period 1n 
American architectural des12Il as can be found 1n this .area. 
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0
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0 p,.hlafo,lc · 0 En9lnaffln9 0 RaligloN'Phi. 

D Hiaterlc O lndontry loaopJ,y 

0 Agrlcul"',.. 0 lnnfttion O ~ clone. 

GI Archltactu,a O Londscop• O !culptu,a 
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. 0 c-ca O Llterotv,o 
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STATEM&NT o, aiGNIJl'ICANCC Utfl urc:i ..LV.,;>.L 

Courthouse records show that a residence existed -on the site 
where the . Clemens house now stands. InDeed Book N ,· P•· $86., · 
a tr.ansfer of title from Talbot to Preston Yeatman re-cites. •· 
"satd Talb9t lately res'ide~." However, there is no other 
h1stor1cal or architectural evidence- that he resided 1n th& ' 

·exlstln~ house. Yeatman sold to James Clemens 1n 18.38 ror- · . 
$3600.00. Local price structure 0£ that day wouJ..d· suppOZ"~· . 

• the· cont:entlon that more than undevoloped land had · chana:ed · . 
hands. The property remained 1n tne Cleumas fam11y_unt11 
a.fter the Civil War. · 

Janios _ Clemens had·. mtqra ted from Kentucky" 1n 1.812 and married 
into the prominent Mills family. Thts we~l-t&-do and cultur,~d 
family produc~d soldier, novelist, politician JePomiah Clem.e-n.s 
who was the leader of the opponents to secession 1n the- Alabam] 
Convention 1n 1861 and later a leader. of .the Pea.ca Moveme_n~. 
Jeremiah is identified throu~hout h1s life with t~is houge. 
; ' J " ...... : . ~· ~ : . : ;. : ·: ·: . .· : . • . . . . ~ .. ·. . . ·! . . .. . . . -. - .. - . . - • 

-Educated as a lawyer, be was appe1nted .federal dtstrtct attor~a 
volunteered a~ainst the Cherokee . Indians and later.. joined tb()- J 
Texas revolu.nionlsts, served in Mexico as the c~lef or. the -
supply depot there, was elec.ted as a Democrat t o the U·.S. Sena 
published fqur historical novels, edited a Memphia newspap&~, 
and so on. · 

1· 
~~~ \ The Jounnal of the Conve"htlon o.f 1861 records the events that 
~ -v, ) led up to his most .famous statement;uI am a son. of AlabamP>;. hel 
~ -_r~ destiny 1s mine; her enemies are mine ••• calmly and de1iberate:t'j 
~ I walk with you into revolution." . • . . 

Durln~ the Federal occupation of Huntsvllle his Uniontst 
sympathies .. crrew. Travellncr to Philadelphia he- conduc ted ·a 
phamphlet campalon and advocated the r eelection of Lincoln~ · 
Ha returned to Huntsville before the end of the wo.r and died 

.a f ew weeks after peace was declared. 

The house passed throuo-h several owners before, it became: tb.<7 
· home for many years of J.A. Wllltams, from whose widow the 
Huntsville Utilities purchased it for restorat lon as or-.r-tce~ •. 
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