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HARRISON BROTHERS HARDWARE STORE 
124-126 South Side Square 

Deed History: #3 Commercial Row (124 South Side Square) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
Lot 6, Block 44; herein referred to as #3 Commercial Row. 

1815 

1816 

1816 

1816 

1816 

Deed of 25 November 1815, recorded in v.F, p.441 
From: Commissioners 
To: Stephen Neal 
For: $1,500 B44: 150' >: 150' 

Deed of 5 January 1816, recorded in v.B, p . 30 
From: Stephen Neal 
To: David Munroe 
For: $1,500 #2: 19' >: 72' >: 37' :-: 46' X 18' >: 26' 

Bounded on the northeast by the house occupied by 
George Morgan, formerly by Luther Morgan as a store, 
and on the southwest by the part of the lot on which 

rLuther Morgan's brick house stands. Fronting 19' on 
the square and ~xtending south 72' to Baker's lot, 
with Baker's line 37' to Franklin, with Franklin 46' 
north to George Morgan's store house, west with 
Morgan"s store house 18', north between the store 
houses occupied by Munroe and by George Morgan to 
the public square. 

Deed of 20 January 1816, recorded in v.B, p.5 
From: Stephen Neal 
To: Al 1 en Baker 
For: $1,000 Baker lot: 28"10" :< 73'8" 

Bounded on the north by the lot of David Munroe. 
Begin at the southeast corner of Munroe's lot on 
Franklin St. being 72' south of the northeast corner 
of B44 , west from Franklin 73'8", south 28'10", east 
to Franklin, and north with Franklin to start. 

Deed of 2 September 1816, recorded in v.B, p.204 
From: Allen Baker 
To: Luther Morgan and Samuel Smith 
For: $750 Baker lot: 28' 10" :< 73'8" 

Deed of 21 September 1816, recorded in v.B, p.206 
From: Stephen Neal 
To: Luther Morgan and Samuel Smith 
For: $1,000 #3 ~< #4: 36' 6" :< 72' 

Begin at the northwest corner of the house owned 
and occupied by David Munroe on public square, 
thence west along the ~square 36" 6", thence south 
at right angles 72' to the lot formerly owned by · 
Allen Baker, thence east 36'6", thence north 
72' to point of beginning on Commercial Row. 
Samuel Smith apparently died in 1818 although his 
probate records are missing. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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1834 

1835 

HARRISON BROS. HARDWARE : 2 

Deed of trust of 17 January 1825, recorded in v .I&J, p.297 
From: Luther, Samuel, Calvin, & Alexander Morgan 
To: Benjamin Patteson, William Patton, & George Rogers. 
For : Indefinite amount Various tracts 

Luther, Samuel, Calvin and Alexander Morgan were 
partners in trade and merchandise doing busi ness as 
the firm of L. Morgan & Sons. They were also 
incredi bly in debt and mortgaged many of their lands 
including two parcels of B44 including the Allen 
Baker lot on which Morgan had built a Commission 
House and #3 and #4 on which Morgan had built a 
combination dwelling and store house "the same on 
which the said Luther Morgan now reside!i .. • " 

Deed of 15 May 1829, recorded in v . M, p . 3 14 
From: Benjamin Patteson, William Patton, George I. Roger s 
To: Benjamin S . Pope 
For: $1,400 Baker lot : 28' 10" H 73'8" 

Being the same on which the commission house of L. 
,Morgan & Sons stands . 

Deed of 22 May 1829, recorded in v.M, p . 317 
From: William Patton, Benjamin Patteson & George Rogers 
To: Clement C. Clay and Willi am McDowell 
For : $3,530 #3 & #4: 36 '6" x 72' 

The Morgans defaulted on their deed· of trust . This 
property was sold at public auction on 21 March 1828. 

Deed of 22 May 
From: Clement 
To : 
For : 

Char-I es 
$3 ,530 

1829, recorded in v . M, p . 319 
C. Clay and William McDowell 
Wilkes, president of the Bank 

#3 & #4 : 36' 6" X 72' 

Deed of 15 June 1833, recorded in v . P, p . 67 
From: Charles and Janet Wilkes of New York 
To: Henry Rogers, Jr . 
For : Unavailable #3 & #4 : 36' 6" x 72' 

Deed of 10 April 1834, recorded in v . P, p . 68 
From: Henry Rogers, J r. 
To : George I. Rogers 
For : Unavailable #3 1.-< #4: 36'6" x 72' 

Deed of 12 April 1834, recorded in v.P, p. 327 
From: George I. Rogers 
To : Edmund Irby and George A. Smith 
For: $4,400 #3 & #4: 36' 6" x 72' 

o f New York 

Deed of 2 October 1835 , recorded in v.P, p.496 
From: Benjamin S . Pope 
To: Franklin H. Morgan and John I. Fackler 
For : $2,000 Baker lot: 28' 10" x 73'8" 

B. Pope reserves for himself the r ent from the 
property now occupied by Preston Yeatma n un t il 
January 1836. 



1836 

' 
J , 
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Deed of 31 Augus~ 1836, recorded in v.S, p.589 
From: George A. Smith of Irby & Smith 
To: James H. Mastin 
For : $2,750 #3: 18" >: 72' 

Smith sold his half interest in the drug store 
house and lot owned and now occupied by Irby & 
Smith on the public square between the store houses 
of Morgan & Fackler (#2) and F. T. Mastin (#4). 
-The deed conveying #4 from Irby & ·Smith to F . T. 
Mastin Cv . T , p.18; 13 August 1836) reads in part : 
begin at the center of the wall at the northwest 
corner of the house recently built and now o c cupied 
by Irby & Smith on the public square . ••• 

1841 Decree of 22 June 1841, Chancery Court Record v . K, p.558 
Irby & Smith v . Morgan & Fackler . Irby & Smith stated that 

Luther Morgan had owned two parts of 844: CA> Baker 
lot and CB> # 3 & #4. About 1816 or 1817, Morgan 
erected on CB) a large brick building, the upper 

Se~ M~f 1~ 2...- ' rooms of which were used by him as a dwelling hm.1se 
whilst the lowe~ ones were used as a store house . 
Sometime after this , upon CA) he erected a brick 
building used as a commission house. In the mean­
time, in the rear of both buildings, he had built 
a family room, another family room, a meat house, 
and a temple . The greater part of those back bu i ld­
ings were upon the back part of CA>, though attach ed 
to and used as parts of (B} and were a l ways so used 
from the time of their erection to the time when 
torn down by Irby & Smith. 
Clay and McDowell paid for and believed they were 
getting the back ground with the buildings, and Pope 
paid for and believed he was buying only the commi s­
sion house and l ot a n d not the rear ground. Pattonj 
Patteson and Rogers sold both pieces by metes and 
bounds and not according to the new arrangement as 
established and used by Morgan, thus depriving 
Clay and McDowell of a part of the ground purchased 
by them and giving it to Pope who did not buy it. 
Not unti l recently was this mistake discovered, but 
was continued in each subsequent conveyance of each 
parcel of property. Part <B> was sold to Irby & 
Smith by George Rogers who offered (8) for sal e as 
including the whole of said back ground in t h e rear 
of both buildings . 
In the spring of 1835, Irby & Smith pulled d own the 
whole of the old buildings on said lot and commenced 
erection of new ones in their stead, parts of wh i c h 
covered a part of said back ground. These they com­
pleted some time the ne>:t fal J. or winter. In 183..'5 
Morgan & Fackler bought part (A) and Fack l er admi t ­
ted he intended to buy the commission house only. 
Having to their store house (#2) no outlet by the 
back way, the commission house lot was bought to 
give them one. The mistakes in the deeds were dis­
covered after Pope's deed to Morgan & Fackler, and 
then, for the first time, did Morgan & Fackl e r claim 

I 

I 
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said back ground, and they now claim it and withhold 
legal title from Irby & Smith. Irby & Smith were 
requesting deed to the back ground. 
Testimony of Samuel Cruse: The commission house was 
bL1ilt in 1821 or 1822. "That when the commission 
house was building, Mrs. L. Morgan forbid them from 
having a window in the back part of said house, as 
it would expose her yard to view, and that the 
window was ~not cut until Pope got possession of said 
commission house which was in the year 1828." 
FINAL DECREE: That whatever legal title Morgan & 
Fackler hold in the west 36'6" of the Baker lot 
CA) is hereby divested out of said Morgan & Fackler 
and vested in fee simple in Irby & Smith. 

Deed of 1 June 1844, recorded in v.U, p.433 
From: Edmund Irby and James H. Mastin 
To: Samuel Cruse 
For: $5,000 #3: 18' X 100' 

Being the house and lot now occupied by Spottswood 
•& Nunnally, situated on the public square between 
the store houseq now occupied by Fackler & Miller 
and Mastin & Bros. 

Deed of 7 July 1845, recorded in v.V, p.349 
From: Samuel Cruse 
To: Robert Fearn 
For: $2,500 1 /2 interest in #3: 18' :,: 100' 

Deed of 6 August 1852, recorded in v.Z, p.558 
From: Samuel Cruse and Robert Fearn 
To: John Patton 
For: $4,000 #3: 18' X 100' 

House and lot now occupied by Echols & Co. between 
the store house formerly occupied by Fackler & 
Miller and the house occupied by Mast i n Bros. 

Deed of 24 August 1854, recorded in v.Z, p.561 
From: John Patton 
To: Mary P. Rice 
For: $5,000 #3: 18' x 100' 

House and lot now occupied by James L. Cooper & Co. 

Deed of 8 April 1857, recorded in v.BB, p.134 
From: Mary P. Rice 
To: John M. Fariss and Oliver B. Gaston 
For: $5,000 #3: 18' x 100' 

Deed of trust of 8 April 1857, recorded in v.BB, p.132 
From: John M. Fariss and Oliver B. Gaston 
To: George P. Beirne 
For : $5, 000 #3: 18' :-: 1 00" 

House and lot now occupied by James L. Cooper, 
druggist, and between the store houses now occupied 
by Joshua Beadle (#2) and Mastin 8i Br-os. (#4). 
Fariss & Gaston would take possession of the store 
house on 1 January 1858. 
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Deed of 12 February 1866, recorded in v.EE, p . 334 
From: George P. Beirne, trustee 
To: John L . Fariss 
For : $7,900 #3: 18' x 100' 

Fariss & Gaston defaulted on their deed of trust and 
the property was sold at public auction on 
12 February 1866. 

Will probated January 1884, recorded in v.2, p . 175 
John L. Fariss died January 1884: " • .. to my wife 
Catherine C. I give the plantation on which we 
reside, adjoining the Bell Factory .• • also the store 
house No. 3 Commercial Row, now occupied by R. R. 
Moore." 

Deed of 3 0 June 1890, recorded in v . TTT, p.241 
. ,. 

From: Catherine c. Fariss 
To: William P . Newman, James R. Boyd, Samuel Cruse 
For: $2,500 #3: 18' X 100' 

Deed of 22 July 1890 , recorded in v. TTT, p.243 
From: William P . Newman, James R. Boyd, Samuel Cruse 
To: Edward B. Miller 
For: $3 , 201) #3: 18' X 100' 

Mortgage of 22 July 1890, recorded in v.36, p. 264 
From: Edward B. and May Miller 
To: William P. Newman, James R. Boyd, Samuel Cruse 
For : $3,200 #3: 18' :< 100' 

Deed of 20 December 1897, recorded in v.81, p . 505 
From: William P. Newman, James R. Boyd, sa,uel Cruse 
To: Harrison Brothers 
For: $2,000 #3: 18 ' X 100' 

Edward Miller defaulted on his mortgage, and the 
property was sold at public auction to Harrison 
Brothers, a firm composed of Daniel T. Harrison 
and Robert S. Harrison. 

I 

I 

I 



HARRISON BROTHERS HARDWARE STORE 
124-126 South Side Square 

Deed History: #2 Commercial Row (126 South Side Square) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Lot 7, Block 44; herein referred to as #2 Commercial Row. 

1815 

1816 

1816 

1816 

1819 

1819 

Deed of 25 November 1815, recorded in v.F, p.441 
From: Commissioners 
To: Stephen Neal 
For: $1,500 B44: 150' x 150" 

Deed of 5 January 1816, recorded in v.B, p.30 
From: Stephen Neal 
To: David Munroe 
For: $1,500 #2: 19' X 72' X 37' >: 46' X 18' X 2~' 

Bounded on the northeast by the house occupied by 
George Morgan, formerly by Luth~r Morgan as a store, 
and on the southwest by the part of the lot on which 
Luther Morgan's brick house stands. Fronting 19" on 

~the square and extending south 72' to Baker's lot, 
east with Baker;s line 37' to Frankin, north with 
Franklin 46' to George Morgan's store house, west 
with Morgan's store house 18', north between the 
store houses occupied by Munroe and by George Morg~n 
to the public sqGare. 

Deed of 20 January 1816, recorded in v.B, p.5 
From: Stephen Neal 
To: Al 1 en Baker 
For: $1,000 Baker Lot: 28',10'' x 73'8" 

Bounded on the north by the lot · of David Munroe. 
Begin at the southeast corner of Munroe's lot on 
Franklin St. being 72' south of the northeast corner 
of 844, west from Franklin 73'8", south 28'10", east 
to Franklin, and north with Franklin to start. 

Deed of 2 September 1816, recorded in v.B, p.204 
From: Allen Baker 
To: Luther Morgan and Samuel Smith 
For: $750 Baker lot: 28' 10" x 73'8" 

Deed of 22 March 1819, recorded in v.E, p.450 
From: David Munroe 
To: H. C. Bradford 
For: $3,000 #? • 18'9" :-: 72' X 37'6" X 48' >: 18'9" >: 24' 

Deed ·of 12 July 1819, recorded in v.E, p.403 
From: Henry c. Bradford 
To: Calvin and Gideon Morgan 
For: $3,000 #2: 19' 9" X 38" 

Fronting the public s9uare 19'9" arid extending 
south 38'. 
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Deed of trust of 8 August 1820, recorded in v . F, p.437 
From: Henry C. Bradford 
To : Daniel Bradford and Beverly Hughes 
For : Unavailable part of 844 

7 

Several tracts including part of 844 on which the 
store house stands occupied by A. D. Veitch . 

Deed of 2 0 March 1822, recorded in v.H, p . 653 
From: Gideon Morgan, Jr . 
To: Calvi n Morgan 
For: $2, 000 1 / 2 interest in #2: 19'9" x 38' 

Deed of 9 September L822, recorded in v.H, p.325 
From: Daniel M. Bradford and Beverly Hughes 
To: Andrew D. Veitch 
For: $381 part of B44 

On which the store house of Andrew Veitch stands. 

Deed o f trus t of 17 January 1825, recorded in v . I&J, p . 297 
From: ~uthe r Morgan, et al 
To: Ben jamin Patteson, William Patton & George Rodgers 
For: Indefinite amoun·t Various trac t s including the 

Baker lot. 

Deed of 15 May 1829, rec orded in v.M, p . 3 14 
From: Benj a min Patteson, William Patton & George Rodgers 
To: Ben jamin Pope 
For: $1,400 Baker lot: 28' 10" x 73' 8" 

Being the same on whi c h the commission house of L. 
Morg an & Sons stands . 

Deed of 24 December 1829, recorde d in v .M, 676 
From: William Veitch, adm of Andrew Veitch, deceased 
To : Calvi n Morgan 
For: Unav ailable 

Lying in the 
being 34' i n 
auction. 

part of # 2 : 19'9" x 3 4 ' 
rear of Cal v in Morgan ' s store house 
depth and 19 ' 9" wide. Sold at public 

Deed of 2 October 1835, recorded in v.P, p.496 
From: Benjamin S. Pope 
To: Franklin H. Morgan and J o hn I. Fackler 
For: $2 ,000 Baker lot: 28' 10" x 73' 8" 

Deed of 20 May 1836, recorded in v . Q, p.46 
From: Calvin and Sarah Morgan 
To: Franklin H. Morgan, their son 
For : Love & affection #2 : 19 ' 9" x 72 ' 

Fronting 19'9" on the pL1blic square and e x tending 
.south 72'. The front of which lot is now occupied by 
a store house built under the superintendance of 
John I. Fackler. 
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Decree of 22 June 1841, Chancery Court Record v.K, p.558 
Irby & Smith v. Morgan & Fackler. For details of this case 
see the deed history for #3 Commercial Row. 
FINAL DECREE: That whatever legal title Morgan & Fackler 
hold in the west 36'6 11 of the Baker lot is hereby divested 
out of said Morgan & Fackler and vested in fee simple in 
Irby 8< Sm i th • 

Deed of 15 June 1843, recorded in v.T, p.612 
From: John I. Fackler 
To: Franklin H. Morgan 
For: $1,000 his interest in the east 37'2 11 of 

the Baker lot. 

Deed of 17 April 1866, recorded in v.EE, p.468 
From: John Fackler, adm. of estate of Franklin H. Morgan 
To: Oliver D. Sledge and James L. Watkins 
For: $8,010 #2: 19' 9 11 >: 72' 

Occupied by a 3-story brick building. 

Deed of 24 November 18~8, recorded in v.JJ, p.185 
From: Oliver D. Sledge and James L. Watkins 
To: George P. Beirne 
For: $8,000 #2: 19'9" x 72' 

Occupied by a 2-story brick building. 

Deed of 21 December 1868, recorded in v.JJ, p.253 
From: George P. and Eliz~ Beirne 
To: Luke Matthews 
For: $6,000 #2: 19" 9" :< 72' 

Occupied by a brick store house. 

Deed of 28 February 1881, recorded in v.FFF, p.228 
From: Elliot R. Matthews and James L. Watkins, executors 

of the estate of Luke Matthews, deceased 
To: Frank H. Newman 
For: $2,025 #2: 19" 9" :{ 72" 

Deed of 30 April 1902, recorded in v . 90, p.169 
From: Frank H. Newman 
To: Harrison Brothers 
For: $1,500 #2: 19'9" x 72' 

The storehouse known as #2 Commercial Row and the 
1 at of land. 

Deed of 18 May 1914, recorded in v.109, p.65 
From: Charles E. Johnson 
To: Daniel T. and Robert S. Harrison 
For: $3,000 part of 844 CL9) 

Begin at the southeast corner of 844, thence north­
west along the west margin of Franklin St. 37' tm the 
corner of a building, southwest at right angles to 
Franklin St. 92'6", southeast and parallel to 
Franklin St. 17', southwest 18' to the lot once 
owned by S.S. Darwin on which is erected a store 
house now occupied by T.T. Terry, southeast along 
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Terry's line 20'8" to an alley, nor"theast along the 
north side of the alley 111' to point of beginning . 
(The southwest portion of this lot, 18' x 20'8" , 
was later sold to M. Johnston.) 
Also: an alley 8' x 92', immediately north of the 
above described lot , running west from Frank l in St. 

- -
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HARRISON BROTHERS HARDWARE 
124-126 South Side Square 

"Forty Thousand Dollar Fire on Commercial Row. 
The most destructive fire Huntsville has experienced since the 
big fire of 1899 began Sunday in the feed store of the Alabama 
Feed and Implement Co. on Commercial Row and destroyed or 
ruined four other business houses in the block. 

"The losses are estimated as follows : 
Alabama Feed & Implement Co. , $2,000 
Building occupied by Alabama Feed Co ., $3,000 
W. S . Smith & Co. , Music Store, $5 , 000 
Building occupied by Smith & Co. , $4,000 
Sullivan Bros. , Wall Paper , $800 
Building occupied by Sullivan Bros., $2,000 
Harrison Bros. , crockery and tobacco , $2,500 
Building occupied by Harrison Bros ., $2 ,000 
Frank H. Newman ' s stock and building, $10 , 000 
Terry Bros. & Co. , damaged, $2,500 

"Frank H. Newman ' s store and the store occupied by 
Harrison Bros . w~re not totally destroyed but were damaged 
considerably as stated above . 

"The fire originated in the rear of the Alabama 
Implement Co.'s store and before the fire department could arrive , 
the blaze had spread throughout the building . The department 
put up a stubborn fight, but lost inch by inch until one buildin g 
on the left side and three on the right were gutted or damaged 
irreparably .... 

" The peculiar arrangement of the buildings made them 
an easy prey for the flames . The rear ends overlapped each 
other , Newman ' s being the shortest and the Alabama Implement 
Co. ' s the longest . ..• The roofs had the same defect , being of 
various heights and easily ignited from the adjoining building. " 

Mercury , December 25, 1901, p.7 

"The condition of the walls on Commercial Row was 
discussed and the Mayor was directed to ascertain if they were 
unsafe , .and if so , to proceed to act under section 490 of t h e 
City Code and fine the property owners if they are not taken 
down immediately." Republican, January 25 , 1902, p.3 

"The Harrison Brothers have purchased the business of 
#2 Commercial Row from Frank H. Newman, thus giving them a 
frontage of 40' on that side of the Square and will build a new 
and handsome block of three stories high. The present buildings , 
which were gutted by fire on the morning of December 22 last, 
will be torn down and replaced by an entirely new structure from 
the foundations up ." Hercury, April 16 , 1902 , p.6 
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HARRISON BROTHERS HARDWARE 
124- 126 South Side Square 

- 2-

''Contractor J . M. McKee, who is remodeling the Harrison 
Brothers ' block on Commercial Row , is providing (sic) himself to 
be the right man in the right place . Mr. McKee executes work 
with a dispatch that is pleasing to all and at the same time adds 
laurels to his reputation as a contractor and builder. He also 
makes a speciality of up-to- date door and window screens." 

Tribune, April 22 , 1902 
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Photo by Carol Highsmith; featured in 
America Restored an<l Historic America. 

~(see Adve1tisements, page 1 77). 
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Down At The Store 
by 

Diane Ellis 

'9or a good part of my first visit to Huntsville as a 
prospective future resident, I traveled back and forth between 
motel and conference center and all I saw was University 
Drive-lots of motels, an excess of fast food restaurants, 
awful traffic. It didn't look good. I began to worry about the 
soul of the place. Eventually someone offered to show me 
more of Huntsville, and so we headed downtown. We wound 
around the courthouse, parked near the square, and went into 
Harrison Brothers. By the time I walked to the back of the 
hardware side, I felt a wonderful sense of relief as I thought, 
"Everything's going to be all right." 

If you've spent any time at Harrison Brothers, you know 
what I mean. Without getting mystical about it, I think most 
people who know the store would agree that a lot more goes 
on there than the sale of goods. There's the fellowship of the 
volunteers and the special sense of community shared by 
everyone who's worked in some way to make the store a 
success. There's the pleasure of keeping alive and useful, 
something that is old and meaningful. And, there's the 
enjoyment of meeting people from all over the world who 
visit the store and are glad they did. 

As Pat Ryan, a store volunteer, says, "It's different from 
anything." The polite but pro forma "How are you doing 
today?" exchanged with sales people at big stores becomes, at 
Harrison Brothers, a genuine desire to connect with another 
person in a different time frame at a different speed. 

The store has been owned and operated by Historic 
Huntsville Foundation for ten years and is currently co­
managed by Aggie Carter and Wanda Carlen, with assistance 
from Jean Wasson (B.J. says she's the "right-hand man") and 
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Stepha~1e Williamson, a high school student who just came 
aboard m September. Volunteers staff the store. 

Aggie was the store's first manager when it reopened and 
she managed it by herself for three years. The Foundatio~ had 
only $3,009 to start the business. Since Aggie still had 
accou~ts with ven~ors from her days as owner of the general 
store. rn Mooresville and later Huntsville, she did some 
ordenng fr?m her old sources. Stock on hand included granite 
wear, cast-uon Cc_>okwai:e, horse shoes, stove pipe, lamp parts, 
coal b~ckets, nails, kmves, and some kitchen gadgets. The 
store still sells many of these items. 

As new~ about plans to reopen the store got around, 
volunteers signed on to clean up and decide exactly what to 
sav_e and what to sell. Since Aggie knew something about 
annques, she knew what to keep. The clean-up crew dusted 
off t~e treasures ,an~ put them_ up high for safe display. The 
H~son brother s 1d1osyncrnt1c merchandising habits were 
evident: "On the hardware side of the store " Aggie 
remembers, "th~ lower shelves were full of old ne~spapers. 
yvhen the I;am~on brothers finish_ed their newspapers they 
Just shoved em rn the shelves. But 1f you wanted, say, a toilet 
plunger, you had to get the ladder-all the merchandise was 
on the hard-to-get-to upper levels." 

Day in and day out for a full six weeks, volunteers 
cleaned, _sort_ed, dusted, and arranged while new inventory 
was coming m. A new layer of store lore and legend began to 
accumulate. 

Ch~lo~te Wallace was an early volunteer who came in to 
help wnh rnventory aJld clean up. At some point, she was 
a~ked tc_> clean the restroom. The place was a mess-corroded 
p1~es, filthy baseboard, dirty everything. Charlotte tied up her 
ha~r, ~abbed somethi~g s~arp and proceeded 10 spend hours 
chipping awa~ at the dirt ( I lov~ a challenge"). After a day or 
more of working away on the toilet bowl, she had the room in 
pretty good shape. 
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There was a door on the other side of the little room Lhat 
everyone thought led to a staircase to the balcony. Charlotte 
says that when she opened that door, "my feathers fell." It 
was another bathroom, as dirty as the first one. "I drew the 
line! We never used that room and eventually they took out 
the toilet." (Charlotte's indomitable spirit earned her a special 
Survivor of the Decade award at the Volunteers' Picnic last 
summer.) 

Many volunteers and staff knew the store from the old 
days when the Harrison brothers operated it. Co-manager 
Wanda Carlen was the store's first volunteer when it reopened 
in 1984. She had an interest in the store from visits there with 
her father and grandfather. She remembers a hot summer day 
when a friend of hers was about to leave town on vacation and 
had to have a last-minute item for Harrison Brothers. The 
woman drove downtown, finally found a place to park, and 
ran up to the store only to find the door closed and locked and 
bearing a sign that said simply "Too hot." 

One of the brothers once took Wanda's husband to the 
back of the store to see those infamous X-rated frogs. The. 
frogs were a novelty item in a shipment of cast-iron 
cookware, and the brothers called them "our little 
paperweights." The store continues to carry these " novelties." 
"People do buy them," says Wanda, "sometimes in pairs-" 

Volunteer Wally Reynolds shopped at the store in the 
Harrison brothers era and liked to check out the store 
windows regularly to see what new fT!erchandise was in. 
Wally and a friend, John Cotten, were acolyte masters at the 
Episcopal Church of the Nativity and were in the habit of 
getting the servers started at the first service every Sunday, 
then slipping out of the church. After this happened several 
times, Fr. Joffrion decided to follow them to see where they 
went. He found them down at Harrison Brothers, checking out 
new goods in the storefront windows. 

Cyrial Breece has volunteered at the store for 10 years. 
She'd been with the B. F. Goodrich store in Florence and 
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moved to Huntsville years ago with the Goodrich store. She 
had retail experience-"Grew up in merchandising"-and 
used to bring a sack lunch to Harrison's and eat by the coal 
burning stove (still there) and chat with the brothers. 

Libby Brown once met a woman who had lived next door 
to a man whose job it was to take a boat and paddle about 
through the springs underneath the courthouse to see if 
everything was okay. 

Pat Ryan remembers the brothers' insistence on wrapping 
and carrying purchases out the door and to the cars of 
customers, no matter how able the customers were to do this 
themselves. Pat bought clay pots at the store, and as a girl in 
her 20's, she felt silly having a 70-year old man carrying pots 
to her car parked in a garage blocks away. "At lease let me 
carry the drain," she remembers saying. "No, ma'am," was 
the reply. 

Connections with people and the past are part of every 
store volunteer's experience. Jewell and Wally Reynolds' 
most heard comment is "Oh, I haven't seen one of these since 
.. .'' Wally remembers a man coming in to buy a doorbell. The 
customer told Wally that "This is probably where the one l'm 
replacing came from." Wally says people come back to 
Huntwille, visit the store and "provide answers to what went 
on here." "We're constantly hearing new tales," adds Jewell. 

Bob Dobbins, who enjoys working at the store in part 
because "It's a lesson in history," had a customer tell him 
he'd last been in the store 40 years earlier. (He told Bob the 
store "seems to be cleaner than it was.") 

Doris Robinson met a woman from her hometown in 
Pennsylvania who knew her family. Cliff Brantner met a 
customer from Hawaii who knew someone Cliff had been in 
the army with. When Janie Tanton 's son married an English 
girl, Janie wanted to take a special gift to the girl's mother. 
She chose those musical cotton bales that play "Dixie." Her 
son's new mother-in-law loved them, and now winds one up 
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and lets it play for telephone callers if she has to leave the 
telephone for a moment. 

Wanda remembers a volunteer waiting on customers from 
Georgia who mentioned having a dog that just outgrew them. 
The conversation continued and the volunteer ended up 
arranging a meeting and adopting the dog. The dog's name 
was changed to "Harrison." 

The "spiritual" connections with other people and another 
time that are so rewarding for the volunteers and staff, take 
place in a very materi~l setting, ~n old building chock full_ of 
aging artifacts and umque new items that are ha~d to resist. 
Harrison Brothers preserves the past, but the store 1s a m_odem 
business. Joanne Burchfield says the best part of working at 
Harrison Brothers is "shopping there." Jewell Reynolds says 
people come to the store because "we have things you can't 
find other places." Bill_ie Moak ~alls,,it "one of the most u~­
usual shopping places m Huntsville. Carlene Elod offers a 
big salute to the co-managers who get great merchandise and 
do great window displays." 

The "most unusual" category of items in the store ~nclu?es 
the bored-well bucket, which few people are able to 1denufy, 
and a special post hole digger. Aggie says people love the 
nostalgia items-cast-iron kettles, farm bells, popcorn 
poppers. The store docs a lot of special orders through "want 
cards." B. J. Robinson, head of the store's Management 
Committee and a regular volunteer on Saturdays, gets many 
requests to buy items that aren't for sale. "Oh, I've_ got to have 
that to complete my ... " is a corru:-ion appeal. Chff Brantner 
(who claims he started voluntecnng because he wanted to 
look in all the drawers) sees a fell ow who comes in regularly 
to try to buy the Coca-Cola clock. Jean Wasson_ remember~ a 
woman coming in the store on Trade Day, seemg a new ice 
cream freezer on the floor and saying it " looks like it's hardly 
been used." 

The J 903 cash register always delights cu~tomers. Bob 
Dobbins: "A lot of people look at the cash register and say, 
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;well; I'ye never ~een anything like. that before,' and I say, 
That s nght, and 1f you buy something I'll show you how it 

works!"' 

Not long ago, a navy admiral passed by the store late one 
afternoon and spotted the apple press in the window. He 
returned the next day, keeping his plane waiting two hours, 
and while his driver chatted with the staff, the admiral bought 
the apple press for his wife to use in their small orchard. 

When I was last in the store, I saw a gentleman and his 
wife come around the corner from the hardware side to the 
gift side. They looked at the hat on the Harrison brothers' 
desk, and I heard the man say, "That old black hat there looks 
like Grandaddy Whiteside." There's a line waiting for a story. 

Harrison Brothers' success is a triumph of imagination, 
determination, and work, a real preservation coup. Aggie said 
when the Foundation bought the store, they were told it was 
"the first nationwide preservation effort to run as a business." 
It is thrilling now to be honored by the National Trust as one 
of only a few recognized successful preservation projects 
undertaken since 1980---up there with the big boys like the 
Biltmore Estate and San Francisco's Palace Hotel. 

If you want to join this wonderful family and be a little 
part of history, call the store and sign up. You don't have to 
have lived a lot of history to love Harrison Brothers. Our 
newest staff person, Stephanie Williamson ("Old stuff 
fascinates me'') is only sixteen. Stephanie likes "the fact that 
it's cluttered." Me too. 
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HARRISON BROTHERS TRIVIA 
A Photo Essay 

bij 

tJ. c;. Y<obinson 

The volunteer's motto: 

) 

"lf you can't find it at Harrison's, you probably didn't need it!" 

Store Traditions: 

a. Brass numerals on the floor (1 to 16, some missing, at­
tached in 1-yard increments, used for rope, chain, patio 
screening, etc. measurements). Lengths of chain, by the 
way, are cut with bolt cutters kept handy for the purpose. 
I've never had to cut chain, but I have stretched out about 
40 yards of old metal window screening for someone's 
Florida room. The aisle on the hardware side is almost 
wide enough to lay it flat. And I cut it with tin snips. 

b. X-rated Frogs! Apparently a store tradition, and anatomi­
cally correct (if frogs were people). The manager found a 
supplier, and we keep them in stock at all times. Good 
sellers; dandy paperweights! Customers who ask about 
them are confirmed first to be over 21. 
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The last Harrison brother died in late 
1983 and a "closed" sign was hung on 

the door. Many in the community were 
saddened by the thought that Harrison 
Brothers would, at last, be swept into the 
present -- or allowed to die. 

ft etermined to preserve the store, the 
NJ nonprofit Historic Huntsville Foun-
dation opened negotiations with the 
Harrison heirs, which resulted in the sale 
of the building, business, stock, and 
fixtures to the Foundation. 

Because it had become ob~ious to all 
that the only way the store could 

survive was to continue in operation, the 
Foundation hired a full-time manager, 
assembled a staff of volunteer clerks, and 
reopened for business in the fall of 1984. 

HARRI~N BROS., 
124 South Side Square • Huntsville, Alabama 
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I t HarrisoA\-ot- life unfolds at the 
same leis~ly pace set by Robert and 

Daniel when they opened the store in 
1897 opposite the courthouse. 

I n those days, when cotton wagons 
jammed the Square each fall and idle 

conversation filled the afternoons, 
Huntsville had only 8,000 inhabitants. 
Today the city is a major high technology 
center of more than 165,000, but Harrison 
Brothers has taken scant notice of the 
changing times. 

X 1901 fire prompted the brothers to A enlarge and remodel the store, but 
beyond that, they didn't see any necessity 
to introduce further innovations. The 
old coal stove still throws its warmth in 
winter, lazy ceiling fans stir the heat of 
summer, a massive antebellum safe 
stands open for inspection, and dusty 
wooden floors creak as tall ceiling­
mounted ladders roll across them ... 

(Cover Photo courtesy of Hometown Press) 

B 
(Photo courtesy Huntsville Magazine, Tracy Mccraw) 

ut Harrison Brothers is more than just a glimpse of old Huntsville. It is a 
shopper's delight! Barrels, boxes, and drawers of hardware items are nestled 

amongst tables, shelves, and cases of Aladdin oil lamps, garden tools, heavy blue 
and white crockery, and fanciful baskets. Cast iron utensils of every shape and 
size vie for space with marbles by the pound and old fashioned hard candy. Big 
wooden Tennessee rocking chairs invite relaxation, fireplace grates and log 
carriers conjure up thoughts of toasty wintlf"r firP.s .. and hirc1 h:ith~ :ind fPeders need 
only be carried to the yard and installed. 

So, come by and visit with the friendly folks at Harrison Brothers and 
experience the thrill of shopping at Alabama's oldest hardware store -- where 

old fashioned ways and old fashioned things still matter. 
I) 
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· after,ioon to local preaervationlsta who vow to agalJi' re-opens to the public will be much the same II the 
operate th~·store •s lt baa been for nearly a centuey.< ./ Hamsons stocked for years. 
«~ The ';m,torlc Huntsville Foundation, a 10.year-old, :. ~ ~ ·· 'l'o meet the Harrlsons' $105,000 purchase price, the 
'ion-profit organlzatlon dedicated to preservation, , " '. HJstoric Huntsville Foundatl<>n lnltially paid '5,000 
'Jiai purc"based the property for $105,000, according to. . · ·. earnest money, and another $21,000 a the closing tb1a 
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/ l'he foundation will hold a benefit partf and . ' " l'oundatl~n for a three:year'~, apiortlzed on a 

~uctlon of some of the store's merchandise Sept. H, ,. ~:·so.year' note. Thus, the)lrelervatloni.i group will 
before Harrison Brothers is reopened to the public in • . make payments on the loan fol' ~·ne;: three yean 
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. the preservationist orga~·atlon "will, to the extent ·. , $1,000 personal guarantees for the property tran. ,
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practical," said Tingle, "operate the hardware store sactlon. . .. . 
as it was operated by John and Daniel Harrison." Officers of the Foundation met late Thursday ·. 

• 

The store was closed last October after the last . afternoon to officially take possessioQ of the struc-
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' • The heirs to the Harrlaon brothers' estate - said to Foundation, with the presentation of a two-page, . 
have numbered.ta parties - received numerous parchment abstract.of the original transaction of the opene:d a am all tobacco shop at Smithville, -r.nn. Two . The deed for the biatorlc structure was signed July 
offers for the valuabre downtown properv, including . propert,.. Handwritten in script, the abstract , . earlier Harrlson brothers soon moved the )1ua1ness to , ..._ 31 by the 1:larris9n heirs, including Richard A. "°' 
a caabofferof$125,000. But thatwaareJected · measures2by2~ feet,. • \ . - • ~ • .-,- J ~ l • lluntsvllle, wberetheyw'1't]aterjolnedb)' a third --~mallwooll, Sr., Individually andastherepre-
becauae of developer's plans to demolish the Har- Sinaliwood.'1 lift, aatd lln. l>arnell, refelcta the ~ ~' brother, R.s: Harrison, father of Daniel and John. '·· 'sentatlve of the estate of John w. Harrlaon: by Helen 
rtson structure. "generous and patient attitude the HarrllOn heirs · They tried several locatlona before finally settling on Smallwood Jinka,-lndividually and II executrix-and 

lnltead, the heln were interested in maintalnlng have maintained throughout th1I purchase." the Courthouse Square's southern bloclt.. trustee of the estate of Lucile C. Harrison; and by 
·thebualneu,andthemembersblpoftheHlstorlc ·· The"HarrilOnBrothera"slgnwentuponSouth ; 1 ' AtlrethatsweptSouthSideSquarein1901cinie ,,c ·,. RobertE.Smallwood. -· ~ •. , · 
Buntavllle Foundation - which numbers 671-voted Side Square about1895, but the famO, bualne11 had • close to destroying the Harrlaons' fledglna bu.sine11 ·, : ; '. · • . - . . _ , , . 

1 to retain the facade of the bulldin& and keep the in• _ opened in Huntsville about10 or 15 years earlier - no - Its flames contained Ju.at to the west of the store. '' · The mortgage note was signed for the Hlstoric. • .. , 
terlormuchthe same as ltlatoday. . ' onelsqulte certain. · 11• t. 1·' • ·.• 1 · Anew storefront went up in 1918-thelast · Huntsvllle~oundatlon bylll'I.Darnell, as president 
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