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16. 128 SOUTH SIDE SQUARE 

Mrs. James M. Dyer 
1505 Glenwood Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Lot 8, Block 44, Old Town 
16 538055 3842960 

1896: Architect/Builder unknown 
1922 and 1963: Remodeled 

DESCRIPTION 

This building is a two-story, brick structure on a corner lot. 
Although it has been remodeled several times, it still retains the 
pressed metal cornice of sunburst patterns, the carved lintels, and 
a small iron balcony on the side street. The first floor facade has 
been remodeled with a large multipaned window and a Colonial Revival 
doorway. It now serves as a bank. -

SIGNIFICANCE 

This building is typical of the many comme rcial structures 
built about the turn of the century; it is of small scale and narrow 
?roportions, constructed of brick, has an applie d metal cornice, and 
decorated windows. It was constructed for Oscar Hundley who built 
two houses also included in this nomination. Its design owes 
more to the Italiana te vogue than to the Commercial Brick style 
which was only just beginning to appear in Huntsville. The cornice 
is identical to that on the 1904 W. L. Halsey Warehouse. 
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The 1896 Hundley Building at 128 South Side (Court House) Square in Huntsville, 
Alabama, is listed in the 1979 Huntsville Multiple Resources downtoy.,p ~storic district. 
Historic photographs of the building date from 1904, c. 1900, the 1950's and 1960's, and 
other periods. In 1966 the Italianate commercial building was leased by the .American 
National Bank. The bank altered the original shop-front and upper. front sashes to a 
' 'colonial" version, as seen in the 1979 photograph. 

The Historic Huntsville Foundation in 1984 bought the adjacent o. 1836-1900 Harrison 
Brothers Hardware store to preserve both the building_ and its irtterior, but also ta preserve 
its use as a downtown early 20th century hardware store. Had this not been done, the 
Harrison building would probably have been gutted and remodeled as, law-offices. 
Harrison's is a major tourist destination in downtown Huntsville. • ~ 

In early 1998 the 1896 Hundley building, adioining Harrison's, was put.on the tnaeket and ' 
it appeared likely that it would be purchased by a bail-bond company,i.& a·resitl\ the· 
Historic Huntsville Foundation purchased the building. with ,these gQals in inindi 

1. Find tenants for the 1896 Hundley Building that would be a-positive contribution to the 
weU-being_ of downtown. 

2. Restore the Italianate north front per the historic photos and the remaining traces at 
the site. ' 

3. Provide for the first time a permanent office for the Historic Foundation. ' 
4. Provide an information point for the thousands of tourists and visitors who come 

annuaUy to Harrison Brothers Hardware. 
5. Provide offices for the Downtown Redevelopment Authority. 
6. Provide first floor space for perhaps a restaurant or tea-room tlu\t would be a 

complement to Harrison's and to the downtown area. 
7. By connecting Harrison's second floor to the Hundley Building, allow use of 

Harrison's second floor by giving access to two upgraded fire stairs in the Hundley 
building and thus solve the fire-code prohibition of use of the Harrison's second 
floor, which has only narrow, open wood stairs. 

8. Encourage downtown living by developing an apartment in part of the Hundley 
Building second floor. 

9. Remove the 1966 dropped sheetrock ceiling in the ~ floor and restore either• the 
c. 1920' s stamped-metal ceiling or else the original painted beaded-board lx4: 
tongue and groove ceiling, both of which remain (the extent and condition of the , . , :· r• • -:. 
metal ceiling is not yet determined). , · · 

The Foundation feels that the restoration of the original 1896 facade would be a dramatic 
statement for downtown and for historic preservation, and would encourage others to 
consider preservation versus ad-hoc remodeling. 
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Mr. Hundley, you 
would be proud 

"The lumber for the new store 
house of Mr. Hundley on the cor
ner of the Square has arrived and 
the construction will now pro
ceed." - page 6 of The Hunts
ville Mercury, Aug. 12, /896. 

By MIKE MARSHALL 
Times SllN Wl1le< 

Well , Oscar R. Hundley, for
mer U.S. district judge for the 
Northern District of Alabama, 
here's what bas happened to your 
building at the comer of South 
Side Square and Franklin Street: 

After your family sold it in 
1930, nine years after your death, 
the place was turned into a Sing
er Sewing Machine store. Then 
Fleming-Thornton Real Estate ...... : ..... 

Company and The Equitable Life 
Assurance Society bought it in 
1940. 

Then the nameplate was short
ened (thank goodness) to Thorn
ton and Thornton Real Estate. 
Then the American National 
Bank was located there, next to 
Harrison Brothers Hardware. 

More recently, the building 
was known as The Village Inn 
Restaurant. They made some 
nice cornbread and prepared 
plenty of tasty vegetables, but no 
one's cooking at 128 South Side 
Square anymore. 

Now, Mr. Hundley, the Histor
ic Huntsville Foundation has 
bought the place that cost you 
$2,101 in 1896. Oh, how the 
price of real estate has soared, 

Please see HUNDLEY on AS 

AB The Huntsvllle Tlmes, Saturday, January 31, 1998 

Hundley 
Continued from page Al 

Mr. Hundley! The Historic 
Huntsville Foundation considers 
your old building one of the most 
valuable pieces of property in 
downtown Huntsville. · 

"Just a beautiful view of down
town," says Diane Ellis, the exec
utive director of the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation. "It's a 
1ovely place for a building." 
· But here's something that 
might surprise you, Mr. Hundley: 
People don't do much business in 

_ downtown Huntsville these days. 
Oh, sure, there are lots of 

things happening at the court• 
house, just like when you were 

· city attorney, Mr. Hundley. In 
· fact, thin115 didn't change much 
: after President Theodore Roose
; velt named you a U.S. district 
, judge and you moved to Birming
-: ham in 1907. 

HuntsvlUa Times JY• 

The Historic Huntsville Foundation plans to buy and restore the 
white building next to Harrison Brothers Hardware. 

But now . . . now downtown 
Huntsville doesn't have as much 
.appeal. Now folks flock to these 
newfangled malls, where several 
stores are located under one roof. 
: Diane Ellis is trying to change 
)lll that. She and lots of other 
people want to bring business 
back to downtown Huntsville. 

Hunt1vi le Time• FM<t 

Here is an undated picture of Harrison Brothers Hardware. It la 
now owned by Historic Huntsvllle Foundation. 

That's one of the reasons she 
bought your old building, Mr. 
Hundley. 

"We see this as a major preser
. vation project," she says. "We're 
. going to continue the revitaliza
: tion of downtown. 

"People want to see unique 
. structures, and that's what we 
:: have in our downtown." 
:;: · In Huodley's old building, for 
.. instance, there's an upstairs 

apanment. There's also room for 
· offices. One dey, the Historic 

: Huntsville ·Foundation will move 
its office there. 

But, Mr. Hundley, here's the gal offices. And anyone who's fa
thing that would please you most miliar with the legend Oscar R. 
about the recent sale of your Hundley knows that he was al
building: Ellis wants to restore ways comfortable in that environ
that ltalianaJe architecture fleillt, ~ ment 

--rouRded , •in dee 1 81! tile feeade)""-. · . . 
that you chose in 1896. ~x~ept for t~e t!me he switched 

"We'll take it back to what it pohll_cal part1~ Ill 1896, _about 
was," Ellis says. "It's a treasure." the lime he _built the bu1ld_mg at 

M be th t
• ki I t 

1 
128 South Side Square. Ult1mate-

ay a s as ng a o , ry- 1 h r d h · Al 
ing 10 recapture that 1896 spirit. Y, e 8 ienat~ t e enllr~ a-
There have been 50 many chang- boma delegation,. according 10 
es, including the addition of a docum~nts p_rov,~ed by the 
jazz club on the nonh side of the ~untsv11le H1stoncal • Founda
square and a tavern a couple of Hon . 
doors down from Hundley's old In 1909, after twice failing to 
building. receive confirmation, he resigned 

Other than that, downtown as district judge and resumed his 
Huntsville remains a maze of le- private law practice. 
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