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Goodice home on Yankee Street. bulit 1832. Now the home of Mrs. C. G. Boiton

Long home on Yankee Street . . . Built by Moses Lewis in early 1830
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The Bicycle Club in the Nineties taken in front of the MclLelland home buiit by Greene B. Mcbtiley in 1539. Beautifully
restored and lived in today by Mrs, Daisy Allison McLelland.
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New York has its Park Avenue; Chicago, the Loop; New Or-
leans, St. Charles Avenue and Atlanta has Peachtree Street. Gaines-
ville, Alabama in the heart of the Black Belt of the Deep South has
Yankee Street! How come? Well, it’s a long story . . .

The land on which Gainesville stands was part of the property
involved in the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek (September 27,
1830). A white man, John Coleman, married to an Indian squaw,
came into possession of about 400 acres of land located on the high
bluff of the Tombigbee River. In 1832 William O. Winston and
Colonel Moses Lewis dickered with Coleman for the land. Elizabeth
Winston Sheehan had this to say regarding the transaction: “The
following incident has been passed along in the family. Payment
of two thousand dollars had to be made in gold and Grandpa, hav-
ing made the first offer, was told that the land would be his if he
delivered the money before sundown. He sent a man somewhere
(Tuscaloosa [ believe) to get the money exchanged for gold. As the
men concerned waited on the high bank of the Tombigbee River
they saw his messenger arrive on the opposite low bank just as the
sun sank out of sight. Grandpa missed his opportunity and Moses
Lewis became the owner of the property.”

Mr. Lewis immediately hired Isaac Wright to lay out the town
in lots. It was named Eafon for John Henry Eaton, Secretary of
War, who had negotiated the Treaty. However, due to the scandal
surrounding Eaton's wife, the notorious Margaret O'Neill Eaton.
the name was changed to Gainesville in honor of Colonel George
Strothers Gaines, cotton factor and founder of the town of St.
Stephens. In 1816 he had moved his family to the trading post or
“factory” which he had established the year before, a few miles
bevond the site of Gainesville. Factory Creek which one crosses a
few miles from Gainesville on the road to Livingston is a re-
minder of those days.

It was fitting that the town should be named for Mr. Gaines
for it was through his intervention and help during the adminis-
tration of the Treaty that the Indians were moved to new lands.
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An anonymous writer in an old newspaper referred to the Treaty
of Dancing Rabbit Creek as “one broken promise per square mile”
and went on to describe the eerie sounds of the Indians who sat on
the banks of Bodka Creek on the Mitchell Plantation for three
nights previous to their removal and wailed their grief for all to
hear.

Among the community’s first settlers were families from Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and other parts of Alabama_
Also a group of New Englanders came. They built their sturdy
houses on a wide, tree shaded street which followed the gentle curve
of the river. This was called “Yankee Street.” It is still called
Yankee Street though the descendants of the original Yankees are
as southern as cornbread and turnip greens or the vellow jasmine
that perfumes the woods in spring!
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The Rogors home built in 1844,
Now the home of Mrs. John Aduston Rogers, Jr.

Rogers, John
Aduston, Jr.



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 2, Folder 13
Rieves, Louise Goodloe, "Historic Gainesville"
Image 9 rl10_02-13-000-0009  Contents Index  About

Names:
Carlton, Montgomery Gibbs, Jesse A., Jones, S. T. Paschal, W. W.
Coleman, John Captain McMahon, R. G., Todd, Minnie
Griswold, Martin Colonel Turrentine
Types:

essay



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 2, Folder 13
Rieves, Louise Goodloe, ""Historic Gainesville"
Image 10 r10 _02-13-000-0010  Contents Index  About

Serves 12, Rex 2

Galivesviylle

i
-

Gainesville Bank, erected 1835. Photo taken from the pavilion of the small park
across the street
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“Dental Surgery—Dr. A. Decatur Hall respectfully informs the
and gentiemen of Gainesville that he is still remaining in their town
and can be consulted in the - of his profession at Mr.
Binford's counting h he is d to any opr
tion pertaining to surgery in a manner which he thinks can
never fail to please and benefit. Ladies waited on at their residences ™
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been served by many well and beloved The Negro
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