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Forewosd

Pretlems which have arises im om with g 1 aid snd with attempts ot socmomic
sostrol sad plansing bave intemsified the need of more defizmite informatios relative ts the scomomic
status of the people withizm specific and comparatively smll grographic arzas. Similarly i= the
£ield of busises:, competitice bas sade careful mariet azalysis iscreasizgly importast. It is =t
serely & guestics of mbere to comcemtrate sales effort but alsc mhen, dependinmg wpom the time axd
Sammer im whick the purchasing powsr is relsased i= s partisuler losslity. Timisg of sales effert
iy partienlurly isportant iz aresas that depend uwpem & single crop for the mmjor portiom of their
eask insome. However, to date very little progress has besaz made iz measurismg the izeome of pecple
within peopraphic aress mmiler thes the state.l

The present stady mhich iz az sttempt to plooeer the field 3o fur as this state 13 coocermed
bas =5 its primary purpose the presestatics of the bazic sstimates of the izcome received by inmdi_
vidmls iz the warices coumtiesof Alabame iz 1529 and 1535. The amalytiosl discussion is linited
to directing sttestiom to coly a few of the most sigaifisast fasts and sompariseos, 1t belzg left

to the reader to wtillse for his own apecific purpose the detallsd 1 imf Br

tm the tables and charts. Especisl care, howsver, should bs szercissd i isterpretizg the cowty
income data, mot culy becesse of the limitations is the ftatistioal sccurasy of the figares, but be
samss the sstimates aloss 4o not take cogmizasce of vital sollatersl fasts, sech as differssces iz
the mode and czost of livisg of varicus populatics groups. The reader 1s Sewticoed agaizst maing
the izecme figures without first bescmizg familiar with the comsept of imocme set forth iz Chagter I
and with the methods of amalysis discussed inm the appendix.

Stated brisfly, the aggregate inccme of the pecple 1= sach scusty was determised by first
uppuvﬂuugmwiymmhmllﬂthwmarﬂuu_dmw-fﬂ-
estire state, in sscerdasse with sarefully prepared isdicators, &ad thez ommbimizg the estimates
of the imdividual items imte a total fer the socumty. Iz & fe= izstasces it wms possible Tz set up
individsal items cof imcome independent of the state-side sstimates but all growp totals wers adjested
The state totals determized uwpen as zost satisfactory for the

%o serrsspond to the state figeres.
purpesss of this stady are those computed by Dr. Masrise Leves of the Ersoirisgs Institetios Washimgtom,
D. ©. The methods used im appertioming the state totals amomg the coumties parallel those deriesd

oy Dr. Levss for sllssatimg the satics—wide totals to the waricus statss. Sowerer, macy adaptatices
waTs mecessary asd cccasicmally substitute indicators wers smployed for the ressss that = =mter of
besic statistical series compiled oo state Basis are oot amiladle by eounties. Io preparisg the

wide figares by Mr. Jobm A. Slasghter

srtimates for 1535, use was made of sertais of the

1. Sales Managemest,lzsorpersted for a mmber of years r;:-ﬂé cetimates of "up‘?hki.o Lu.-:-
i n The Uzited States. In makisg these sotal
“m—m:-:.-w”mﬂ and digtributed to the several states. The izcome apporticmed u‘

some tax returss is the semmty
::ﬂd b:l- mathod mhish tock izte scasideraticm ﬁl-;:'-:l ;gulmm‘umqg ;::_" o
. cax retwms is being iz .

- wi“nmmy;;. ot 1‘?- - of izoome is iz progress. Ia the latter study, the
i Sed = W, P. A project
be: surried om as & W. F. -
u’:ﬁ prozest somplling statistics of inscme from

imereasizgly

tatulations will become

Leven, Maurice, Dr. Slaughter, John A.
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of the Saticeal Industrial Comferemce Board, New York City. The extessive iamestipaticss im the
fisld of saticoal iscome sstimates by the Saticmal Furcem of Esomomis Besearss, Sew Tork Clity, a=d
the recest estimates prepared by the Division of Ecomomic Eesearsh, United States Survas of Foreign
and Domestie Commerce, also afforded valuable referemce.

The sstimates for 1525 are more compresbecsive and probably mers reliable tham those Tor 1833
becssse the smderlying data, provided primarily by the reports of the United States Burean of The

were mors complete and detailed iz 1829 tham in axy other ywar. For this reascs iz the
sttals the mast

Cemwun,
presestatics of the saterial ssgbasls is placed oo the ssalysis for 1#2¥ i= order %o

emmpretemsive plotere of izeome iz the varlicus sommties of Alsbame. The figores for 1535 are weed

primarily %o reflect chasges from the 1828 lewel.

The preparatics of the imcome figures press=ted im tRis report isvolved mors theas sevesty
thousesd ealezlations in additicm %o the ftranseription sod shecking of the data. This velume of de—
tailed mork =as mads possible because the Works Progress Mdministratiom Statistical Freject, spomrered
By the Umiversity of Alabams, bad assembled the basic dats and performed Se=y of the Sstessary sales-
work of ecllesting wad .—.nu;m-m:_,mz—u-n»—

iz Birminghes, Alsbess, i3 wder the direstios of

laticns as & jart of thelr

ami the Southoust. The preject, which is losated
mr. Thomss C. Fropst. All of the work was serefully supsrvised amd the Bursas of Busisess Feewascs

sssumes full respemsidilisy for the sceursey of the wori.
Acimowlodgaent is made to the $Saff members of the Alsbama State Departmest of igrisalture wnd
Isdestry, Teited States Buress of Agrisultural Beoscmiss, Agrissiteral Adfustsesnt ASmislstraile=s,
Alabams Eslief Asmimiztratics, Departsent of Publie Welfure, and the United States Departmest of
Commerse for the special tabulaticms prepared from the records of their respective agsssies.

W. M. Al
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Istroduction

Tie smou=t of income recelved by s pecple is perbaps the zout

samzrebezsive sizgle measute

of the effectiveses: ¢f its ecooamy. The scurses from whisk 1t Is

the prodestive Bechanism and disgtributios of izcome sheds light

of the resijie=ts. Inoome, however, does met lead itself %o exast Beasss =ty

4iffimmle to setermizs azsurately the amcumt of izcome recelved by axn izdividual ar amyome realizes
who Bas prepared as izcome Tax repert for a perscs =io devives lzoome fromoa =mber of scurces.

It oAz atw t to

¢

termize the aggregate izcome of all izdividuals i= & gives geograpiis ares

is vassly mere 447

It i mers akiz zo appraising the holdisgs of & pudlic == o

ke parposs of rate sacing than to preparisg merely a Frofit and loes rTatemest.

szaa=te for the fasT That 2o atTemyT tas bees made iz his som=try o taks ze=wma P L
All atiemsts At msasirement of izcoms are

appraximations, the assurasy =

lyizg Zata. 1

iz & large measure Spo= the adeguazy oF the m=der

State

timates. ATtempTs were made o estimate izcome &

tefore tha W Efforts were imtessified durizg the pericd

asalyses were Dased 2irestly or imdirestly upom tne wove =F Ix.

Eieg's srtimates which origimally extended from 1905 through 1525,
LF2E, somstitute the =08t soctlmucus series of reliatle ertizates of maticmal issome that
evatlasle.® This series was sarrisd formard througs 1525 o= as comparatle w Sasis as 3o

by the Taticmal Tureas of Dscmomic Bessarsh.® In 1533 the Toized Staces Depertment of omerce

tiss with the Eaticzal Bureas of Docmomis Resear:: prepared az s9sl

% 2f the years 1929 through 1932.7 The Cepartmes: of Tommerse cootizued =

e =f sazizzal

reriss

with zertats revisioms® and has recestly released az  setimate for 1537.F Ths srvimaces Frepared

2.
with low exemptioms provide b
wals azd ressarch orgasiiel
# ascuracy chtalinmed iz These W Toumtries. Em =a
are probably less reliable thas 2hzee mexticsed Decause o7 iza
L d s, Dr. Charles . Spabr, 1E94, a=2
= k E. Streighzef?, yeblished iz
% 1. Tizg, Mamm:llas
: ., ZTaticmal Sureaz of Bccmamic Eesearcs,
8 u af fecoomic Hesearsh bwt
: ty to Ccosume, The Sroskizgs
- . Sesate Document 124, TIfZ
L 19,
s ted States, < Smates Deparsmes
¥ = TEitel Stater Dewpertmemt of °

mave beem published

Streightoff, Frank H.,
Dr.
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