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A dapper Michael O’Shaughnessy pictured at his home “Kildare.™

from R uction and reli on a cot-

¥ bt et ly seeking
o expand. “*Huntsville must not stand
still. Progress is the word"" wrote Austin
Britten in the Huntsville Advocate.™
Early in the year it was announced that
the citizens of Huntsville proposed to
print a twenty-five to thirty page book-
let describing the lands, minerals, water
power, manufacturing facilitics, markets,

O'Shaughnessy,
Michael

report

climate, and social advantages of the area
in order to induce immigration and cap-
ital. Transportation facilities were inad-
equate, and the townspeople formed var-
ious groups to raise funds to conmstruct
or improve both land and water routes to
surrounding cities. The Tennessee River
!mpmvmt Committee met in Huntsville
in January to petition Congress for
larger appropriations for the Muscle Shoals
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The James O’Shaughnessy Home on the eastern side of Monte Sano was photographed in

the late 1880"s.
s

Names:

Harris, George M., James O'Shaughnessy O'Shaughnessy, O'Shaughnessy,

Dr. Home James Michael

Types:

photograph report
Dates:

1880
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Campbell, Archibald
Coxe, Robert E.
Dement, J. J.
Dentler, Ernest
Halsey, C. H.
Halsey, W. L.

Types:
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Harris, G. M.
Humes, Milton
Jones, A. B.
Laughlin, J. B.
McCullough, A. W.
McGee, Henry

Murray, A. F.

Newman, W. P.

North Alabama
Improvement Co.

O'Shaughnessy,
James

O'Shaughnessy,
Michael
Rison, John L.
Rison, William
Stevens, J. R.
Struve, W. F.
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is permanent home visited tion in exchange for its stocks or bonds.
1 m ly th h‘n—‘du The group also voted to subscribe $20.000
- e
3 meﬂfthﬁ'ﬂlﬂ'j_ﬂ"’f“' Coosa Railroad from Gadsden to Hunts-
i e e i« L N 555,008 i D
m‘nmmmm g:hhmeim‘: success-
invest in local businesses or move *
Hshbm. Work began in 1886 and Th:m's-hwm
the new hotel was opened June 2, 1887. mmﬁmw
The also purchased through advertising, and periodically
the Huntsville Hotel (on the site of the phiets were mailed throughout the country
- First MNational Bank on Jefferson St.) Typical of the genre is “‘Queen City of
and overhauled and modernized it. Other the South™, a thirty-five
propertics acquired by the company were published in 1888 with photographs of
1
Names:
Monte Sano Hotel O'Shaughnessy,
James
Types:

photograph report
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local churches and public buildings. Its The industries sought were wide and
text was encapsulated on the title varied:
page:

U dled and ind

The Queen City of the South: ments are offered for blast fur-
Huntsville. Madison County, naces, rolling mills, steam rm
Alsbama. [Its History, Location, foundries, machine

Health, Climate, Railroad Facil-
ities, Mnmlfmuri.ns Advantages;
Resources in Coal, Iron, Timber,
meonr Agm.-nnml Pruducts

shops, boiler
works, rail, fish-plate and spike
mills, nail works, bridge and bolt
works, furniture factories, plan-
ing mills, wagon, buggy and car-

i riage works, car shops, boot and
shoe factories, paper mills, siarch

TlleRouleToCm Schools,
Churches,

tel In The Gity; With Full In-
formation on All Matters Of In-
terest To the Home-Seeker, The

Farmer, The Mechanic. Manu- s
facturer And Capitalist; also £ products, eic., eic.

The success of these pamphlets is, of
only lative and i bl

Properties of the North Alsbama
Improvement Company.

Construction began on the four-story section of the Huntsville Hotel in 1857. The
North Alabama Improvement Company enlarged the hotel with the three-story
addition in 1887. Theormnﬂnrunmhmmdmmlo-unfoﬂwm;mﬂn
rmnduordublockmahodmrwedbyﬁm

12

Names:
Huntsville Hotel

Types:
painting

Dates:
1887
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Dallas, Trevor B. Milliken, S. M. O'Shaughnessy, O'Shaughnessy,
Fogg, G. M. James Michael
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Halsey, C. H.
Humes, Milton
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provement Company in essence dissolved
and sold their properties to the North-
mhndhmmmammkou
: Northwestern’s charter

reads much like that of the old improve-

kummpofhémlm
SauhDakmmmmHunuvmc

home, but he frequently came to Hunts-
ville on business; two of his visits in
1891 coincided with those of William
S. Wells, a town builder from Pierre,
South Dakota, who had disposed of his

£
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Wellman (left) with Pratt

O'Shaughnessy,
James
Pratt, Tracy W.

report

Stevens, J. R.
Ward, James A.
Wellman, W. 1.

Wells, William S.
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Bennett, W. J. O'Shaughnessy, Voorhies, Albert Wells, Glenn
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Coons, Joshua Pettigrew, Frank R. Wellman, Mary A.
Frick, P. C. Pierce, Joshua C. Wellman, Willard 1.
Melette, A. C. Pratt, Tracy W. Wells, Emma
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Addition Wellman,

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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properties were those in the nearest son and Pratt cach took $1000. This
proximity to the shopping district. The new land company was formed “to en-
- S S
meg:t system Lnndc amprwmal !af age, p ', e
A Company
A streetcar travels down Clinton Street approaching Jefferson Street. In the background
is the Twickenham Hotel.
18
Names:
Pratt, Tracy Streetcar on Clinton Thompson, N. F. du Pont, T. Coleman
Street Waters, John F.
Types:

photograph report
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Names:
Street Car Route

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

map

Dates:
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Pratt about 1900 as president of the chamber of c«
the Huntsville Electric Light & Power laud Pran s
o o o, 1 B £ R
. N. F. and F
J. Thompson, $1,000 apiece to — syt s £ e
the 550,000 stock issue.’ The capital come here if there were a dozen
supplied by these Northerners was an of T. W. Pratts here to take the
obvious boon to Huntsville and came as steps needed to turn them this
a result of Pratt's connections. way instead of letting them fis-
ten without competition to the
The newspapers of 1899 could not :“ﬂm'h‘ﬂnb’w
20
Names:
Pratt, Tracy W. Thompson, N. F. du Pont,
Thompson, Frank J. Waters,
Types:
photograph report
Dates:

1900
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Boyd, J. R. Hunking, A. W. Pratt, Tracy W. Wallace, Rodney
Day, Harry H. Lowe, Arthur H. Rowe, Frances J. Wellman,
Dillon, David M. Poor, Charles Lane Wood
Grant, George P., Jr. Poor, J. Harper Rowe, W. H., Jr.
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Names:
West Huntsville Mills

Types:
photograph

West Huntsville
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Names

Simmons, T. K.
Wellman,

Pratt, Albert

Pierce, Joshua C.

O'Shaughnessy,

Pratt, Tracy Wilder

Pratt, Agnes Russell

James

Types

report
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Coons, Joshua
Ludlow, Jessie
O'Shaughnessy,
James

Types:
photograph

STRES 1D, Box 3, FOLER Z
“NaRTHERN DOLLARS To HuwTsviug SPINDLES "

Wells visited Huntsville and on both It is not known where Pratt got
occasions James O’Shaughnessy of New the capital for his initial investments;
York Gity was also present. = Possibly however, his father’s bank seems a likely
the properties of the North Alabama Im- source since its involvement is known on
provement Company were offered as in- two occasions. In the first transaction
ducements, giving the Northwestern Land Pratt and Wellman mortgaged some acre-
Association raw land to develop (the age they owned cojointly. Then in late
East Huntsville Addition) plus proven 1893 Pratt sold numerous lots, including
successes (the Monte Sano and Huntsville his home, to the Bank of Pierce, Simmons
hotels). Either or both of the above & Company. This und dly provided
mefwﬁm‘s the necessary capital for other deal-
decision to move southward with his ings; Pratt repurchased these lots in 1902.*
ol Pratt’s first local business venture
Sometime in the early 1880°s Pratt was the establishment of the West Hunts-
had married Jessic Ludlow (1866-1894) ville Cotton Mills and its attendant mill
and to them three children were born: village. Because he probably knew very
Albert (1884 - c. 1940), Lucille (1887-1894), fittle about the operation of a textile
and Leola (1890 - c. 1945). The oldest factory, Pratt enlisted Joshua Coons, the
daughter Lucille lived in Huntsville only onetime superintendent of the Huntsville
two years before her death at the family Cotton Mills to the daily op
home on the bluff of Monte Sano and It was predicted that 200 operatives would
only a fortnight later Mrs. Pratt also be required to run the 30,000 spindles
died. and to the raw into yarn

;
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The office and staff of the West Huntsville Cotton Mill. The building, constructed in the
1890s, still stands at the corner of 9th Avenue and Sth Street.

29
L
Pierce, Pratt, Lucille West Huntsville
Pratt, Simmons, Cotton Mill
Pratt, Albert Wellman,
Pratt, Leola Wells,
report
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Names:
Coons, Merrimack Aerial Pratt,
Photograph
Types:
photograph report
Dates:

1937
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Merrimack Village
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provide one room for each operative.
In 1898 there were thirty-six houses,
and by 1908 within several blocks of
dumil!lhﬂemerou'hlymhumq,
a Baptist and Christian Church, a memori-
al chapel, and a public school, along with

In fact, prosperity and
mnlchlhnlinwllthﬂtﬁsulqu

incorporating the village, and had this

textile entreprencurs, set forth guidelines
for laying out a village in which the church
and school figured p i Iy to improve
the lives of mill operatives. It was widely
believed that if the workers were redeemed
they would work harder and thus prod

more goods.” In 1916, Pratt noted:

8
g
%
g
:
§

v of mill architecture. These rows of identical

This bird"s-eye view illustrates the
duplexes are from the Merrimack village.

Pratt,

report

Tompkins, D. A.

y
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Buck, Samuel
Hill, J. A.
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The office of the West Huntsville Cotton Mill; the center figure is Pratt.

pany had Kabilities of from $40,000 to
$50,000. In addition, the Times claimed
the group purchased cotton bales for about
$16.00 and sold them for around $11.00."
In 1907 the corporation was voided in New
Jersey for non-payment of taxes.

i
)
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:
i

A
EE&%EE%

four shares apiece; the bul

shares repr an i

$449 300, retained by J. A.
and sold coal

Pratt, Tracy

report

coke at the town of Buck, Oklahoma
(also called Buck Junction); today omly
a few concrete foundations remain.**

Probably due to his association with
the Southern Textile Company Pratt

West Huntsville
Cotton Mill Office
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Pratt,

Huntsville-Nashville

Names

Railroad

Types

report
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Baugh, Charles M. Certain, Henry J. Harmon, S.J., Pratt,
Baugh, Robert T. Gillespie, J. F. Colonel
Boyd, James R. Lightfoot, William B.

Types:
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Names:
Allen, Thurston H. Jemison, Alan Read, Harry H.
Jacobs, Solon Pratt, Thompson, N. F.
Types:

report
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Names

Pratt,

Eldridge-Jones, Mrs.
Falls, Gregory

Clay-Clopton,

Boyd, James R.

Pratt, Bertha Hughes

Wellman,

Virginia
Copton, David
Davis, Norah

Clay, Clement,

Senator

Humphrey, Neida
Jones, Colonel

.
.

Types

report
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In 1920 Pratt purchased this home on the south side of Eustis Street, where the annex of the
First Presbyterian Church now stands.
than any other man who ever Out of respect for Pratt, all lmsulmﬁ
resided here, and he was often in Huntsville ceased operations for
called ‘Huntsville's First G- five minutes at the onset of his fi
e It would be foolhardy to assume
He was & member of and iden- that Huntsville became a textile center
tificd with practically every solely due to Pratt's efforts. Cer-
civic, social, fraternal, patriotic tainly others, particularly the O'Shaugh-
and business organization in nessy brothers, Wells and Wellman,
Huntsville.*™"
39
-
Names:
O'Shaughnessy, Pratt Home On Eustis Pratt, Tracy Wells,
Street Wellman,
Types:

photograph report
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Pratt, Tracy W.
Types:

photograph
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Tracy W. Pratt

played important roles; in fact, the
entire developmental process was begun
by the North Alabama Improvement
Company, comprised for the most part
of local businessmen. Moreover, it
could be argued that the cotton mill
industry had its liabilitics, especially as
it attracted its workers from the lower
economic strata. But this is not the
point. Pratt’s influence was by far the
most pervasive, diffusing throughout
every medium in his adopted city. By
his own admission, Pratt observed that:

40

“the only time he ever failed to
contribute to any enterprise in
Huntsville was a few years ago
when he was presented with a lov-
ing cup by admiring friends—
and of course was not advised of
what was going on."™

Would Huntsville have developed in the
manner it did had Pratt remained in
South Dakota? Perhaps, but his role and
the history of Huntsville are too entwined
to ever be isolated.
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Copeland, Melvin Kelley, Augustus M. O'Shaughnessy, Van Osdell, John G.,
Thomas Mitchell, Broadus Colonel Jr.
Types:
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Pratt, Tracy W.
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