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History of Ownership
e n 1808, several leaders from the Broad River
X l area in Georgia decided 10 establish 3 new
communily in the Tennessee River Valley,. a
fertile area where a developing cotion econ-
’ \ omy was sure 1o floarish. One of these lead-
e ers, LeRoy Pope of Petersburg, Georgia,
purchased a large tract at the federal land sales in Nashville,
Tennessee, in August 1809 which included John Hunt's squat-
ter scttlement at “Big Spring™ in Madison County. Through the
influence of Pope and his associates, the sitec was chosen as the
scat of county government on July 5, 1810, and named Twick-
enham. Howcver, in 1811 the name was changed back w0
Huntsville by the Mississippi Territorial Legislature in honor
of the town's first settler.

Because Pope was closely associated with the political, eco-
nomic and cultural development of the town, he is remembered
as the "Father of Huntsville.” He served as Chief Justice of the
Quorum, Madison County’s first court, and as presideat of the
Merchants and Plantcrs Bank. He provided the town its main
water supply and contributed to the building of scveral
churches, schools, and a theater.

On the highest hill overlooking the developing community,
Pope compicted the constuction of his permancat home during
the spring of 1814. Materials for this two-story brick structure
were brought from Tennessee by boat to Ditwo’s Landing on the
Tennessee River and then transported by wagons to Huntsville.
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On May 7, 1814, soon afier the family moved into their new
home. LeRoy Pope hosted a dinner on the lawn in honor of
General Andrew Jackson and his company oa their return 0 Nash-
ville afier defeating the Creck Indians at the Baule of Horseshoe
Bend.
For the next iwenty years, the Pope home remained one of the
centers of social life of the community. In 1834, not long afier the
Md‘ﬂ:‘ﬁm_mm-ﬂﬁ“bha-._ &
William H. Pope, although he continued o reside there until his
| death in 1845. When William Pope dicd three years later, LeRoy
Pope Walker, adminisiragor for the estaie, sold the Pope bome 0 -

mumunuma—m_
wed 1o live in the family homc after she married attomey Robert E.
Spragins in 1886. When Major Echols died, Robert Spragins
became president of the First National Bank, and retained this -
position until his death in 1935. His son, Beime Spragins, suc-
ceeded his father as president of the hank.

Conutnuing the family tradition, Susan Echols Spragins, the only
daughter of Robert and Susan Spragins, lived in the family home.
In 1934, she married James F.Waits and for the next forty-four
years the couple maintained a household that was noted for its
gracious hospitality. When Susan and James both dicd in Janwary
1978, the home was inherited by their three children, James, Sesan

21 I J—;.:d
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and Roberta. Since all members of the Watts family live in other
states, they agreed in 1979 to lease the property to the University
of Alabama Board of Trustees 1o be used as the official residence
of the President of the University of Alabama in Huntsville.

President and Mrs. John C. Wright moved into the bome, now
known as Echols Hill, on August 15, 1979, and remained in resi-
dence until Sepicmber 1. 1988. During this period they continued
the tradition of gracious hospitality to all who came 1o visit. Only
one month afier they came 1o Echols Hill, the Wrights hosted a
seated dinner for fifty persons involved in the “Fifth John S. Spark-
man Symposium on American Foreign Policy.” Key speakers on
the topic of “Salt 1T and American Security”™ included Paul C.
Wamke and Paul H. Nitze, both nationally recognized authoritics
on nuclear power.

Other groups who were honored at Echols Hill receptions include
the International Space Scientists (August 1982), the Govemnor's
High Technology Conference (April 1983), and the Southeastern
' Agricultural Commissioners’ Conference (Junc 1987). One

outstanding community cvent occurred on May 7, 1985, when
a re-cnaciment of the famous dinner held for Andrew Jackson on
that same day in 1814.

President and Mrs. Louis Padulo, who moved to Echols Hill on
September 1, 1988, maintain the gracious tradition of the house.,
extending the University’s hospitality 1o faculty and guests of
local, national, and intemnational importance.
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Architectural Features —————————
ecauseof the general affluenceof all the families
who owned the home, a number of structural
changes have been made over the past 165
years. The original two-story house wasof 2

o rectangular hip-roofed design with Adam-

, influenced entries and mantles. The masterful
h-mﬂhlulﬂ.hmhﬂawﬂh
Classical Revival robustness blends with the delicacy of the origi-
nal structure and at first glance does not appear to be an addition.
A two-story wing was added to the north side of the home ca.
1920. The small Victorian porch on the south approach was added
in front of the 1814 side entry.

The windows were originally 12 lights over 12 lights oa the first
floor and 12 lights over 8 lights on the second floor. Sometime
during the Victorian Period most of the windows were up dated 10
the then popular 2 lights over 2 lights. Original 1814 sashes
remain on the second floor cast porch with wavy handblown
“Cylinder™ glass.
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mmmmrmmmu 1814. The
elaborate north and south
= front portico, wing and south porch were added
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The clean lines of Federal Period design are evident in the above
manile, the one original manile remaining at Echols Hill.

There is only one 1814 Federal Period mantle, which remains in
the second floor southwest bedroom. The lalianate marble man-
tics in the dining room and in the parior probably datc from the
later pant of the ninctcenth century. When the north wing was
added in the carly twenticth century, all but one of the other
manitles were replaced by the then-fashionable Colonial Revival
style. The arched double doors in the cast wall of the parior also
date from the early twenticth century.

All of the outbuildings, including a kitchen and servants’
quarters, appear to be as old as the original house. The kitchen
area recenily has been converied 10 a guest house that contains a
sitting room, bedroom and bathroom.

The house has grown and changed over the last two centurics,
and can be viewed as a document of ways of living and architec-
twral styles since 1814. It was not frozen at some moment in time,
but is instead a "book” that the present gencration can “read™ 1o
lcam more about this country’s pasL.

Original Mantel at

Echols Hill
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Floor Plan and F urnishings
> n planning the use of the home as an official
residence, Dr. and Mrs. Wright retained the

original floor plan with only a few modifica-

mdomrshsbeendcvehpedu-
entertainment area that will accommodate
both large and small groups. Although the rooms are spacious
mlhhlghceumgsandwmdmtofuodleuqdq they
mnmofs:mplmlymdhnh-mydmmmamu
feel welcome.

mmmuﬂmm&edﬁmp—tdﬂe
house are still sound and beautiful. The front sairway leading
to the second floor is pancled with delicate reeding in the
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The parilor, above, is furnished with amqwxﬁ-om the 19th and
early 20th cersuries. Below. the back wing of the parior leads onio
the east porch. The first floor of Echols mu is used for official
eniertaining by the president of the university

Adam manner. The cherry stair rail, through it may not be
original, has a beautiful inlaid ncwel post. The second floor
conuwins three gucst bedrooms, a masier bedroom, a siting room,
and the president’s study.

Furnishings throughout the home include family portraits and
furniture of the owners, as well as pieces belonging to the uni-
versily and to the president's family.
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This beautiful wrought iron gate leads from the front of the house
to the back row:}a.rd

During the Civil War, mmwmmmmucwdm
the property by the Union command. Throughout the conflict,
troops were stationed in this area (o insure continuous oCCupation
of the town. The Patton home was requisitioned 1o house Federal
officers.

In 1892 the Echols family deeded the right-of-way for Echols
Avenue 10 the city, along with a lot 10 be used for a reservoir to
incrcasce the cffcctivencss of the water supply for an expanding
community. The deed reads: In return for these considerations....
"the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Huntsville, and their suc-
cessors in office furnished the parties of the first part (Echols
family), their heirs and assignees forever, at their said residence
and stable lot, with a constant supply of water from said reservoir
of Stand Pipe, free of charge, and lay one inch pipe 10 their said
residence and stable lot for this purpose and keep them in order
free of charge.”
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