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Allison, Alvie
Archer, Ellen
Bayless, Earl
Bentley, H. J.
Brewer, Dewey
Brown, Clarence
Bryson, Franklin

Chaney, M. G., Mrs.

Cleghorn, Levada
Clopton, J. B.
Clopton, J. B., Mrs.
Coleman, Cliff

Cummings, William
H.
Davis, Louis
Drawhorn, Charlie
DuBose, E. F.
Esslinger, Cliff
Esslinger, Gardiner
Esslinger, W. A.
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Fisk, Sarah Huff
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Harper, Thelma, Mrs.

Harris, Wade
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Holmes, Clarence
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King, Ethel, Miss
King, Robbie
Leach, Nettie
Marks, J. B.
Marks, Jim
Marks, John
McClure, Searcy

Nelson, Richard, Mrs.
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Raney, Floyd
Russell, Charlie
Sadler, Houston
Sadler, Houston, Mrs.
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Spurlock, Nettie
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Tucker, Jess

Vance, H. C., Rev.
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This view, looking westward from the Hunatsville Big Spring during fiooded
of

the of the West Muntsville area during high water.

in 1875 s repe e

1 Pctogregh sonrisey of Bryses Stadi.)

The Act, which continued in eleven the Public Acts of the General Assem- road in West Huntsville to the site of

bly of Alabama, 1558-1888.

On May 8, 1899, the Merrimack Com-
o e -~ pany petitioned the court for permis-

Fetwuary 17, 1899, by Joseph H. Johns- o 15 puild a railroad track spur from

ton, Governor of Alabama, and listed In  the lines of the N. C. & S5t L. Rail-

sections, describing in detall the powers

Swampy Land
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NO. 1 CARDROOM IN 1905

I PRt Tagh pevecrty of M Wite Vesshs

This recm contained 200 small cards, known as “railread™ cards.  Weights seen
hanging off the cards on the left hand side of the picture could be added to or
taken away as the case warranted, if the lapg were light or heavy.

Seated, left ts> right, are Jake Lehman, overseer, ang Ewing Bowers
Standing. Lisge Buckner, Ernest Bigge. Mr. Bishop, Will Buckner and George

Cleveland.

Mr. Cleveland helped to start the card room after No. 1 mill was completed

and werked here for nearly fifty years

SICKNESS COMMON
Many spare hands were cempioyed in
the mill In those days because of the
eratic attendance of workers. Home
duties and pickness, especially among
the children, caused most of the ab-
senteeismn. The swampy areas aroond
the village was a breeding place for
and, iy, malaria
was common during the summer
months. In February of 1801, a small
pox epidemic broke out several cases
being reported In the Merrimack com-
muniiy. As a result of this small-pox
“scare™, travel between town and the

suburbs was restricted for a period of
several weeks.

Buckner, Liege
Buckner, Will
Card Room

Sep 1955

WAGES PAID IN GOLD

Wages were paid entirely in gold coin,
until about the time of the First Woeld
War. In the early days, workers passed
by the office, probably coce every two
weeks, presented a metal dise with their
identification number, and reccived
their pay—between three and foar dol-
lars for a full weeks work

The first office was a tiny square
bullding standing where the present of-
fice I localed now. Later it was moved
into the west end of Na. 1 card room,
along with the supply room snd the
machine shop. Among the early office
emplovees were: Emest McCree, Bob
Wheaton and Roberi Weeden

MANY HANDS UNSKILLED

Employess who came fo work in the
new Merrimack mill were from varioos
sections of the south. Many experienced
workers came from mills in Georgsa or
South Carolioa. Sceme of ibesc poopic
ked a1 the Daliss or West Humtsville
mills before commg fo Merrimack
Oibars came direct to the plant Farm-
«rs from cutlving aress, or from Ten-
reasce, camre with their larpe families
o learn the textile trade Of the first
emplopess, probably masy more tham
half were unskilled and haf to learn
thr work after the mill sarted

Many of these carly employees re—
mained 3t the Merrismack Mill for the
st of their working days. Of the few
who are working today, none are known
e have bewo continucusly employed by
he company since the exrly days of No.
I mill's operation. However, their des-
cendants, who have since been associ-
ated with the company, number smong
the hundreds

FIRST EMPLOYEES:

Amcng the people whe are known
o have helped with the comstruction of
No. 1 mill are the following-

Cliff Coleman, negro laborer, heiped
dig foundations: carpenter belper; belp-
wd install water lines.

Willie Vann, negro laborer (brother
of Charlle Vann), belped dig founds-
tions.

Harvey Matkinz, negro laborer, car-
penter helper.

Among those who are known to have
performed tasks for the first time in
No. ! mill are:

Cliff Esslinger, who worked the first
day in the spinning room snd put
the first end on & spinning frame, is
working in the plant ai the present
time.

John C. (Pop) Strickland worked the
first day and became the company's
first slasher man. He worked costinun.
ously untfl his retirement several years
ago.

W. A Esslinger wove the first piece
of cloth,

George Cleveland helped to  start
cards in No. 1 Mill and worked for near-
ir fifty years afterward.

Cleveland, George
Coleman, Cliff

Lehman, Jake

Matkins, Harvey
Strickland, John C.
Vann, Willie
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Berry, Lilly
Bigggs, Arthur
Biggs, Elsie
Biggs, Ernest
Biggs, Fred
Biggs, Katie
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Buckner, Licher
Buckner, Lizzie
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EARLY WORKERS IN
NO. T MILL

Others who are thought to have been
employees during the first fow years
are

Heory High, ted by Sheriff
Fulgham in July, 1900, as first deputy
sheri?? for Merrimack.

Eb Farker, section man; Ida Taylor
(Mrs. Eb Parker), spinner; Jennie Tay-
lor (Mrs. Cook), spinner; Ann Parker,
laid up roping; Lilly Parker m
tender; Albert Parker. doffer:
Parker, spinner;

Charlie Chancy, Hettie Chaney (Mrs.
Jurard), Tee Chaney, Walter Chaney,
Jetf Chaney, Lowe Chaney, all weavers,

Mrs. Kelly Corum, Mrs Rose, Rob
Rese, Sally Rose, Clevie Hose, all weav-

oTE;

Wil McClure, ran engine in No 1
mills

Mattie Lou Lemley, Sallie Lemley,
Jane Lemley, Chatt Lemley, Cherry
Lemley, all spinners;

Alee Cloud, carpenter foressan
George Cloud, weaver; Annie McNatt
(Mrs. George Cloud), warper tender
Mert Cloud, doffer; Bert Cloud, doffer;

OLD WEAVE ROOM SCENE

mmmhwurmmummwm looms, otd
ml#mu—mmwnnm

Mw-ﬁmhmmu Sam Dunn, Lester Bell, Miss

Cobb, Supt. and Lem

Ethel Wing. M G Miss Exta Y

Jumnes B Marks, carding: Lilly Marks
(Mrx Lilly Berry), weaver; Will Marks,
weaver; Lida Marks (Mrs. Charlie Rus-
sell), weaver; Jess Marks, weaver; John
Marks, weaver, later fixer, gateman at
present; Jim Marks, weaver; Walier
Marics, weaver;

Katie Biggs (Mrs. John Marks), ma

Rob Foster, carding: Joseph Foster,
Nathan Foster, Paul Foster, Eard Fos-
ter, all in carding:

Fra—— < . Marion S
lmwtll’.n.)muam} Vera

Buckner, Nannie
Chaney, Charley
Chaney, Hettie

Chaney, Jeff

Chaney, Lowe

Chaney, Tee

Chaney, Walter

Cloud, Alec
Cloud, Bert

Cloud, George

Cloud, Mert

Cobb, Gordon

(Faetegrasd progerty of Moms Esel Kimgt

Corum, Kelly
Dunn, Sam
Early Workers in No.

1 Mill

Foster, Eard

Foster, Joseph

Foster, Nathan

Foster, Paul
Foster, Rob

Fulgham, Sheriff

Gossup,

Hambaugh,

Hawkum, Lem
High, Henry
King, Ann
King, Ethel
King, Robbie
King, Tera
King, Thomas S.
Lehman, George
Lehman, Henry
Lehman, Jake
Lehman, Jim
Lehman, Will



Lemley, Chatt
Lemley, Cherry
Lemley, Mattie Lou
Lemley, Sallie
Marks, James R.
Marks, Jess
Marks, Jim
Marks, John
Marks, Lida
Marks, Lilly
Marks, Walter
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Huntsville, AL
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Marks, Will
Maynard,
McClure, Will
McNatt, Annie
Parker, Albert
Parker, Ann
Parker, Eb
Parker, Lilly
Parker, Minnie
Rose, Clevie
Rose, Mrs.

Rose, Rob
Rose, Sally

Russell, Charlie, Mrs.

Spencer, Lemer
Spencer, Marion
Spencer, Markham
Spencer, Vera
Spencer, Vesta
Steager, Bertie
Steager, Etta
Steager, Jessie

Steager, Shelby
Stolz, Luella
Talley, John
Talley, Mae
Talley, Maude
Talley, Mollie
Talley, Will
Taylor, Ida
Taylor, Jennie
Youngblood, Etta
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Brannum, Freddie
Brannum, John
Brannum, Lillian
Brannum, Maude
Brannum, Ruby

Brooks, Realdie
Brooks, Ruth
Brooks, Tip
Brown, C. S.
Brown, Curnell
Brown, Della
Brown, Ellen

Craft, Bernice
Craft, Myrtle
Crane, Maude
Curnutt, Dicie
Dent, Lula
Dent, Mary
Dickerd, Basil
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Allen, Nina Brooks, Bessie Brown, Henry Ellett, Bertie
Baker, Clarence Brooks, Celia Brown, Ida Ellett, Claude
Barefield, Charlie Brooks, George Brown, Jennie Ellett, Ed
Bowers, Ewing Brooks, John Brown, N. R. Ellett, Eva
Brannum, Claude Brooks, Maldie Brown, Perry Ellett, Jim

Esslinger, CIiff
Esslinger, Doc
Esslinger, Joe
Esslinger, John W.
Esslinger, W. A.
Hill, Carlos

Hill, Carrie



Hill, John

Hill, Lou Ella
Hill, Myrtle

Hill, Pearl
Hopkins, Ida
Jackson, Charlie
Jackson, Hattie
Justice, Cynthia
McCarver, Ada
McCarver, Jim
McCarver, Will
Meadows, Emma
Meadows, Frances
Meadows, Nettie
Meadows, Ruby
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Huntsville, AL
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Merritt, Josie
Oldfield, Ethel
Oldfield, Lizzie
Oldfield, Lula
Oldfield, Oma
Oldfield, Willie
Percy, Ellett
Phelps, Dave
Power, Walter
Preston, John
Ransom, Albert
Ransom, Andy
Ransom, Annie
Ransom, Bessie
Ransom, Emma

Ransom, H. T.
Ransom, Houston
Reynolds, John
Rhoden, Etta
Richardson,
Sartain, Betty
Stafford, Ozra
Venable, Jim
Venable, Mrs.
Venable, Will
Wheeler, Adah
Wheeler, Alvie
Wheeler, Bethel
Wheeler, Laura
Wheeler, Taylor

Wheeler, Walter
Wilkerson, Avo
Wilkerson, Ovie
Wilkerson, Sisie
Wilkerson, Tom
Wilkerson, Will
Wilkes, Harrie
Williams, Mary
Winkles, Dora
Winkles, Ernest
Winkles, Ida
Winkles, Marvin
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CHANEY DELIVER W,

rated a store for many years
Y wagon was & famitiar sight on the sers T " e

Fitseragh Froperts of M M. G Chaseyi
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Business Clopton, J. B.

Establishments Day, Richard
Chaney, M. G. Halsey, W. L.
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Types:
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Holder, Scott,
Holder, Scott, Mrs.
Knight,

McCalley,
McCree, Ernest, Mrs.
Middleton, Homer
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Chaney, M. G.

Clopton,

Halsey, W. L.

Places:

Huntsville, AL
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booklet
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Sep 1955
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1911 STREET SCENE

- his bome at 248 Alpine. Lom Sanford m..u“ma--nymw-amm-mhm-w-—m
Was b

King,
Lambert, Jerry
McCalley, Bud

Social Activities
Stewart, Francis
Stewart, Judge

Watson, Hosea
Watson, L. C.
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PICNIC AT BRAHAN SPRINGS
This photograph is theeght to have been made Between 1898 and 1900 and in
probably the oldest picturs recorded in this booi. The ladies are shown snjoying
a picnic at Brahan Spring. seated bencath the large cak tree which is still a land-
mark at that spet.
Left to right: Nettie McGuire { nis Hazel,
Celia Brooks, (Mra W. A Esslinger). Andm l-ul-wm [ n.. T Mill when

it first operated. (Photogrash Preperty of Mew W. A Eslisger)

EARLY SCENE AT BRAHAN SPRINGC

A view of Brahan Spring probably taken about the year 1874
thought to be the first fence erected arcund the spring and lake. The mill can Be

This is

seen in the backgrouwnd. [ ——— iz Ca)

Names:
Brooks, Celia Hazel, Annie Picnic at Brahan
Buckner, Addie McGuire, Nettie Spring
Places:
Huntsville, AL
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photograph
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1914 Sep 1955
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Allison, Alvie
Baker, Ella
Cook, Squirrely
Estes, Bill
Estes, Geneva
Estes, Gracie
Hood, Dollie

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Hood, Rosie
Kennamer
Johnson, H. C.
Lambert, Jerry
Matkins, Alvie
Matkins, Harvey
McClure, Dee

McClure, Pearly
Operation of #2 Mill
Rhodes, James
Roberts, Cynthia
Roberts, Lou
Roberts, Will

Smith, C. P.

Smith, Sabra

Smith, William A.
Vaughn,

Vaughn, Beard
Watson, L. C.
Winkles, Ernest, Mrs.
Winkles, Marvin
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History of Operations

Bradley, Joseph J.
Garner, John

1905-1945

photograph
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booklet

Places
Dates

Sep 1955



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 3, Folder 14
"The Huntsville Parker: Historical Edition," 1900-1955

Image 28  r10_03-14-000-0228  Contents Index  About

THE HUNTSVILLE PARKER HISTORICAL EDITION

Page 28

i
]
i

e
i
i
gk

i

1905 VIEW OF NO. 2 FILLING ROOM

§
i
!

FER
|
i

4 i!;l

i!—j!lﬁ §E
i b
i
:‘t"l “I

]
I
i

T
|

Names:
Cleghorn, Henry

View of #2 and Mill
grounds
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| JOE BRADLEY DIES
On October 26, 1522, the employees of

| Merrimack, citizens of the community
ﬂdﬂmmuawmh.mﬂ-
dened by the death of Mr. Bradiey. He
was held in such high regard locally
that the Mayor of Huntsville issued a
1 that all

In August, 1937, Joseph J. Bradley,
Jr. was succeeded by Henry J. Me-
‘Kelvie as agent of the mill In the Iatter
part of the year, the mill was again
closed by a sirike and remalned elosed
during the entire year of 1938,

When i in

CONSTRUCTION OF NO. 1 MILL EXTENSION

During the years of World War IL
the mill operated at top speed, produc-
ing goods for the armed forces and
needed civilian oses.

A. D. ELLIOTT,
AGENT, 1945

In July, 1945, Henry McKeivie was
succeeded by A. D. Elliott as agent of
the mill

My Ellictt emme w0 Huntevills from
Pacific Mills, Trion. Georgls, where be
was Assistant General Superintendent
Prior to that, he was Superintendent of
Relgel Textile Corporation’s Trion,
Georgia, plant.

Mr. Elliott began his textile career
with the Mount Vernon Woodberry
Mills in Baltbmore snd worked at their

Plant as and a8

were

1939, machinery and propertier we&-e in
need of repair and a general p.gram
of improvement was begun This in-
cluded the installation of steel sash in
the mill windows to take the place of
the old wooden sash and r.umercus
paimting projects.
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*

Building of No. 1 Toilet Tower
= in 1920

Property of Moz Ca)

Elliott, A. D. McKelvie, Henry J.
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON BRICK STORE BUILDINGS

There were few local changes during
the early years of the community, after
the [irst houses were completed with
the building of No. 2 mill

In the carly years a small baiiding
was erected slightly north of fhe presest
store bullding and housed s barder shop
n the frovt and 3 mest market, operated
at ene lime by Jock Ward, in She resz.

Tt was arcund 1913 ihat the first
frame building was erected 3t Se cor-
mer of the present store site. Iis firss
cerupant was Chaney Brox, whe had
previcosly occupied the old store acroms
the street {present Park Imn).

Ia 1820 the company bulll the ocw

ing on the corner. The Merrimack Drug
Co. cccupied one of the sections of this
new building. Mr. Chaney continued o
operate his siore in the cormer watl
about 1332, when it was run by Mr
Christian for an cwner who resides in
Shelhyville, Tenn. In March, 1839, this
corner section was leased to MeClure
Bros. for a grocery store, which js gl
being operated by Searcey McClure.

The second unit has been 2 cafe for
TTAny Fears under VATOUS manspemests
snd 5 now lrased o George Archer
The third unit has been operated as a
Frocery siore since 1939 under the vari-
ous managements of J. A Allen Sam
Sneed and, mince 1950, Harry Owens
Bob Pedizo has operated a barber shop
al his present location since sround
1539. The north section of the siore
building has botn opersted as 3 variety
siore under several managements

There bave been several stores and
muhmﬂumamm

mfwwmhnm

(Photegrach Prepesty of Husterlie Moy, Co) King
e
Growth of the Owens, Harry
Community Pedigo, Bob
King, Robbie Sneed, Sam
McClure, Street Car Line end

Ward, Jock
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VILLAGE IMPROYEMENTS

In 1820, the preseni concreic side-
mm-dewuth
throughout the village. The sanitary
sewerage system was also begun at this
time.

By 1922, 31l houses in the village were
wired for electricity and residents began
to enjoy ihe comveslencws affered bY
this great investion

Between 1922 and 1925, 3 nember of
houses In the southwest pari of the

munity to 279. Most of the Iater houses
built were a smaller ype cottape than
the carly houses.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Among the many organizations which
have improved life in the community
over the years bawve been the various
mmmmmm
Demonstration Club, Allled Youth Club
and the Parent-Teachers’ Association.

The scouting organizations have con-
tributed greatly to the life of the youth
of the community. Boy Scout Troop I
was organized in 1919 by Cecil V. Fain
The organization came just three years
after Ci had the Natl i
Boy Scout Charter and was the first
troop in Madison County. This troop has
continued without a break to the pres-
ent lkme, much
over the Years.

Girl Scout Troop 1 was registered in
the year 1922 about the time the scout-
g s
Mrs J. B. Clopton was captain of the
group in its early days.
>

Jones, Howard

BUILDING SIDEWALKS

This view mmwm-mm1mm~:m
was T al’.'&h sk jics and curts were laid ail over the
mwﬁm.h“ﬂu’mdhr&hmhmm paved Triama
Piice.

Prsmrash Propery of Heswele Mg Con

1925 STREET SCENE

This 1925 view I8 taken on Spruce Stroet locki

Church. A cow is moving down the cenmter of the street Many residents stabled
cows on their lots at that time and pastured them in the company pasture. The lack
of trees shows the newness of this section of the village.

(Pistegragh Propert of Basuele Wip Ca)

Street Scene, 1925
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O 8, 1947,

was made of the addition of 104 looms
10 be placed in an ares of No. 2 =mill
formerly used for cloth sterage.

Also in Seplember, IS7. M Lowsn-
stein & Sons. Inc. was judped by the
Financial World Anoual Report Servey

pany set up a central office in Ander-
son, Scuth Carolina, for the purchasing
of cotton and mill supplies for afl §s
sranch mills

STRIKE POSTPONES PLANS

FOR ADDITION TO MILL

In the early spring of 1951, plans an-
nounced for the long anticipated addi-
tion to connect the No. 1 and No. 2 mills
were [nterrupied by a sirike which
closcd the plant for about mix weslks
Work was resumed on April 10, 19851,
with a gradually increasing force of
workers. However, the loss of produe-
tion and resultant cancellation of many
orders, put the mill operation back o
a forty-hour woeek for many months o
come and forced the laying aside of cur-
rent expansion plans

MILLS JOINED BY NEW
BUILDING

It was two years later, the spring of
1953, before these plans could be re-
sumed. At that time, the company be-
gan the tion of a y.
air-conditioned, building to connect Na
1 and No. 2 emills and to house coe of
the finest yarn preparation departments
existing in any modern mill At the
same time. work was begun on the ex-
cavation of the basement of No. 1 mill,
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1955 VIEWS IN MILL

which would be completely air-condi-
tioned and modern in every fespect by
the installation of 420 oew Draper 46 X2
mode] Jooses. The supply room in the
west end of Na 1 basement was alss
rencvated and steel biny installed A
new eotrance was constructed to this
basement area.

The of this = pro-
gram in Oc,obrr 1953, brough! abou!
the sddition of over 150 new employees
The work week at that time was foriy-
eight hours and bhas remained so wp to
the present time in spite of as un-
sieady textile market

1955 MODERNIZATION
Early in 19535, the company announced
anolther large [mprovement program.
d the ai i ing of Na. 1
weave room; the complete overhauling
of i1¢ E3T E-model locmms: the comstruc-
tion of 3 new cpening room in the ware-
house; equipping of this room with new
y the delng
of No. 1 picker room: the addition of
new cardroown frames; sod the ress-
rangement of machinery In order o
completely modernize No. 1 mill. Addi-
tiooal building and floor repairs were
also undertaken At lhe present time
this modernization program is well on

the way foward completion

With the completion of the addition
joining the two mills under one roof,
the plant i» agals believed to be—as it
was in 1903 —the largest prim: cloth mill
in the south. It now operates 145388
spindles, 3.437 looms (much wider locms
than ity initial operation included); uses
43,000 bales of cotion per yeoar: and pro—
duses 95,000,000 yards of cloth annual-
Iy. At the present time, it operates three
shifts, six dsys a week, and employs
spproximstely 1300 operatives

PRESENT OPERATIONS

The program undertaken by M
Lowenstein & Sons, Inc. 2t their Hunts-
ville properties. as clsrwhere, has been
ene of abmos! continual [mprovement
and growth Capital investmenmts in

I and new t with gen-
ru] improverenis and repairs have
brought the valoe of the company's pro-
periy 10 & current estimate of $11.000,-
000. This is more than seven times the
initial local! iovestment and proves be-
yond a doubt the inlerest and failh
that the “Howe of Lowenstein™ holds in
the people of Huntsville and the future

of the textile industry here
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Growtl Of 4 Grear School

EARLY SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH

FIRST SCHOOL

were only & few seattersd farmers liv-
ing in the ares I these farmers wished
to educate their children they had o
send them away to privats schools or
par 2 tulor io comme fo thedr homes. for
there were no scheocls in the immediate
srea The pearest privete schools were
in Huntsville, thrwe or four miles dis-
tant, and there were wery few public
schools anywhere I the coumniy.

In 1500, Judge Stewsrt. who was then
Madison County's Probate JFoige, bwved
in the old McDomald house = the grove
south of what later was 1o Decome the
Merrimack communily. Judge Stewart
had s number of childres sad wanied
te give them a good sducstion Alter
the street rars begas rumaing @ March
of 1900, he engaged Miss Annie Brad-
shaw (later Mrs J. B. Clopton) o ride
out each day on the street car and tutor
his children

The street csr lines ended more than
2 block north of the future site of
the mill, slmost 3 mile from the Stew-
art home, but one of the Stewari boys
usually carried the teacher this dis-
tance by horse and buggy.

Several of the neighboring farmer’s
children were invited o altend this
private school tanght by Mis Brad-
shaw until there were finaily about 14
pupils in all Classes were beld in one
room of a section of moms which ex-
tended behind the munin house. This
school continued for seven
months, which was probably coasidered
a “term” in those days, and is thought
to be the first school in the area

SCHOOLS HELD IN
DWELLING HOUSES

In Junme of 1800, a Huntsville news-
paper, “The HRepublican™ states that
Miss Jessie House, a Presbyterian mis-
slonary, came to the Bryson Memorial
Chapel, which the Presbyterians had
erected about one block north of the
newly completed Merrimsck Mill Miss
Hoise

CHAPTER 12

This group of
in the

at the present location was built in 1974,

were
The school was locatsd
Broad Place. Teachers were Misa Emma Dill and Miss Mas Cruteher.

the second sshesl
in a dwelling house a2z 360
First schos!

{Piecogragh Property of Mm M G Chazey)

At that time, there were no laws in
i i from
working, regardless of their age. There-
fore, boys and girls seven and eight
years old were encouraged by their
parents to go to work 1o help support
the family. Fathers of large families
were ofien accused by the Jocal news-
papers of those days of “joafing™ while
thelr young children supporied the
family.
Aciually, the children’s work in the
Merrimack Mill was not too difficult
They tended only anywhere from two
%o six looms and from a half side to a
full side of a spinning frame. They had
time to rest and even to play while on
their jobs. But the hours were long and
preveated them from altending school,
the they got was

lished a in the
community, either in the Chapel or else-
where, and possibly also began night
“reading and writing” classes for same
of the children who worked in the muill
during the day.

Dill, Emma

meager indeed.

Miss House musi have been greatly
seddened to see so many children miss-
ing the opportunity to learn while they
were. young Not long after she began

the kindergarten and the might classes
for children, she staried a day aschool
in a dwelling bouse at 205-07 Alpine
Avenue. This was possibly in 1901, as
she was certainly an accredited coumty
teacher at that time, for in November
of 1901 she presented 3 paper at the
Madison County Teacher's Institute
The defails of this early school on Al-
pive Avenue arc oot known, but the
snrollment must have been mmall and
the attendance eratle.

Possibly in the year 1904, the school
was moved to another dwelling house—
at 358-80 B Street (now North Broad
Place). Miss Emma Dill and Miss Mae
Crutcher {and one other tescher) were
known %o have faught at this new
location Here the enrollmen! began
gradually to grow, belped along some-
what by a state law requiring a child
1o attend school for six weeks out of
the vear. Some children possibly at-
tended school half a day and worked
half & day during this period.

Growth of Great
School

House, Jessie
Stewart, Judge
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FOUR ROOM SCHOOL, 1914

In 1914, a four-room frame building
was erected on Triana Pike at the pres-
ent school site. The enrcllment during
the first year here averaged seventiy-
five pupiis to a3 room, making arcund
three bFundred puplls for the four-room
building. Attendance, however, was
still very evatic and continued so until
the passage of the compulsory educs-
tion laws.

1t was during the period 1507 to 1919
that the state and couniy first began
to levy taxes to make available funds
adequate for the support of a good
general free education program
Through this increase In funds, it was
possible for the county 0 engage more
teachers than ever in ita history With
the greatly increased emrallment and
the additional teachers, the four-room
schoo! at Merrimack berame entirely
insdequate.
HNEW BUILDING, 1919

In 1919, the Merrimack Mig Co.
aware of the deplorable over-crowding,

began the consiruction of a larges
school bufiding at their own expense.
The original frame siruciure was ex-
tended and renovaled, becoming part
of a besutiful modern brick school
building. This handsome odifice was
named the “Joseph J. Bradley School™
in honar of Joseph J. Bradley, agent of
the Merrimack Mfg Co, who had
shown his :nlmﬂ n tho -.:lmn\ and
the af in in-
numerable ways over the years of his
administration.

The new building was completed in
1920. Cecil V. Fain was principal then
and continued through 1922 In speak-
ing later of his years at Joe Bradley,
Mr. Fain I.;:ud the following “firsts™
as T the firsl
high school Im 3 suburbaa area of
Huntsville, the first Boy Scout Trocp
n the county, the first camnp for youth
in the county, the first Girl Scout Troop,
the first American Legion post, first
wvocational high school and first school
for sduits % learn to read and wrile.

E. F. DUBOSE, PRINCIPAL

In 1823 E F. DuBose becams pri=-
cipal of the school, having served s
sssistant principal under Mr Fain Al
thst time, the school offered many high
school subjects, vocatiomal stadies
domestic science, school sport participa-
ton, sdul! training in various schjects
In 1925, the Merrimack Company e=-
larged the school again, providiag ad-
ditional rooms and a large asditorio=
In 1938, the Joo Bradiey School be-
came an accredited high school The
1927 class, first to praduste at the
school, had as their session rocm teach-
er, Mz J. B Clopton (the Mis Ak
Bradshaw, who had teught the fist
schoo! I the commumily twenty-six
years before). At this time the sehool
had a faculty of ninetesn Semchers and
was continuing to grow. AddSitional
rooms and a library study-ball were
added in 1929,

1914 FOUR ROOM SCHOOL

DuBose, E. F.,

Principal

| TaswaTeeh prvperty of Wade BMarva:

This greep of children stands in front of the first school Building erected at the present location. It had four recms and
five Miss Laughinghouse was one of the teachers.

Fain, Cecil V.,

Principal

Joe Bradley School
Laughinghouse, Miss
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DuBose, E. F.,
Principal

School

Building Joe Bradley
Huntsville, AL
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Bradley, John O.,
Rev.

Brown, C. S.

Brown, Della

Brown, Ellen

Coop, Kittie
Thornberry

Cullom, W. J., Rev.

Franklin, Bessie
Thorneberry

Garritt, Carlisle, Rev.

Gattis, Frank

Gibbs, J. M., Rev.

Hamby, C. P,, Rev.

Hannah, R. G., Rev.

Hayes, John, Rev.

Haynes, Howard,
Rew.

Heflin, M. L., Rev.

Horton, Rev.
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Preston, Florence
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Webb, J. J., Rev.
Wilson, T. H., Rev.
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METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS Church Gbm

Of Years

This group of young Sunday School pupils is pictured in fromt of the deors to
The

P was taken between the years 1807
and 1506, shortly after the church was built At left s Miss Mammie Dickerson.
teacher. At right, stands the Rev. R. T. Tyler. who served the pastorate from 1807

to 1908,
(Phatograzh Property of Mra Aamie Vesrbe)

CHURCH OF CHRIST 1935 DINNER ON THE GROUND

-

This photegraph shows the Huntyviile
Park Chuarch of Christ shortly after s

im 1913, The steeple con-
tained a church bell that weighed swer
50 pzunds and shook the whale suilding.
A':l;f its removal. the stesple was short-
= .

(Pudarraph Prgerty of Mo ESem Archers

| R. E. L. Taylor preached that day to the Church of Christ congregation and

dinner was served on the lot between the (eld) church and the store bullding.
(Phetegraph Property of Bufard Wilkes)
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And Buildings
Gone By

EARLY BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC

This photegraph of the Baptist Sunday Bchool was made arcund 1903 either
rahan or Syrd
e i (Phstegregh Propeviy of M W. A Eelager)

METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The date of this photograph ls un-
known, probably arcemd 1970. Some-
time previous 3 sterm had struck m
church, 9 it om its
This picture shows it after baing
straightened and with the addition of a
new and taller steeple and a fiftesn foot

-l to the y. When
completed, the church had two en-
trances, one 3t right and one at left, as
shown here.

'rhu photograph was made In Mr. L. C. Watson's phetegraphic studis. which
nest te McCalley Bros stors (near prosenst Church of Codl. in the years

ur.rr or 1908. Most. or all, of the ysung ladies in this Sunday School class worked
in the mill during its early days.

First row, left to right: Etta Rhoden, Nine Alien (Mrs. Clarence Baker).

Second row: Mary Dent. Lemer Spencer (Mrs. Jim Marsis), Betty Sartain, Lals
Oldfield (Mra D. B. Weils).

Third row: Clara Sartain (Mrs. Ed Brandon); Lula Dent, Ethel Oldfield (Mra
Sy L (Phetograpt Propesty of Churie O0&Zwid)

Oldfield, Lula

Remodeling Church
Buildings

Rhoden, Etta

Sartain, Betty
Sartain, Clara
Spencer, Lemer
Watson, L. C.
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A Crief Local Histony Of Baseball

The first mention of a Merrimack ball
tearn was found in The Mercury™ on
April 22 1903,

“MERRIMACK BALI TEAM

“The Merrimack bascball fans have
an excellent team o play this sesson
and are § forward to some in-
teresting games with East Huntsville
and other nines. The Merrimack team
has purchased a first class outfit from
Humphrey & Soms and will begin

:
:
g
]
1
i
i

time, n mhis has at once™.
the enthui of the

mill management, who over the years

have provided ball parks, playing equip- EARLY DIAMONDS

ment and ting funds to wh The first baseball di d was =

degree possible. As a result, the teams «cleared plot of level ground slightly

sponsored have in the of the Church. This

sport. spot was probably used until 1903 or

One of Merrimack’s eariiest teams. Their complete equipment is shown in this
picture, three bats being all they owned. Uniforms were red shirts, caps, socks and

heavy gquilted pants

Ay far as they can be recognized from the phetograph, the membeors shown
were aa follows

Front row, left to right Gordon Cobb, mgr: young Cobb, masset Henry Hen-
derson, p J. J. Bradiey, Jr. bat boy: Seal (Pete) Bowden: John Clark, & unknown.

Seccond row, left to E. E (Eb) Parker, cf; Gi ; unk
Vo ow: right: (Eb) Pa Reyden Gibsen: unknown:

Third row, left to right R. P. Wesden. 2% unknown: Albert Parker; Erby
Bhasteen: Oliver T, e,

e (Phctegraph Preperty of Hustevilie Mfp Co )

Esslinger, Trice
Faulkenberry, Glover
Gibson, Royden
Henderson, Henry

2 while and was then moved closer o
the Spring on the same side of the rosd
Seats were provided for players at this
diamoind and since it was convenient to
the end of the street car linc., games
were atiended not only by commenity
fans but by visitors from Huntrville and
other suburbs.

One of the ocutstanding teams Shat
played at this location was the 1837
team, who had & record of 38 wing, with
only 7 losses Members were Grady
“Lens™ Styles, o Gordom Cobb, Ik
Clarence Baker, 2b: Charlie Joplin, s
Bill Obhls, 3b; “Scotty™ Carter, If; Orville
Sparkman, ¢f; Hosea Watson, rf; Lester
Westbrooks, Sr., untility; Merriit Wikle,
o: “Bull” Sanford. p: and Rans Killines—
worth, p.

About 1928, the diamond was moved
to the hill west of the Merrimack VI-
lage. Here, s grandstand with 3 top was
built and excellent facilities were pro-
vided. Many of the players on the teams
that played at this park were recruited
from or were ding play-
erz who had their eyes on the minor
or major leagues.

Parker, Eb
Sanford, Bull
Seagroves, Claude
Shasteen, Erby

Joplin, Charlie Smith, Mack
Killingsworth, Rans Sparkman, Orville
Ohls, Bill Styles, Grady

Parker, Albert

Talley, Oliver

Taylor, Mack
Watley, John
Watson, Hosea

Weeden, R. P.
Westbrooks, Lester,
Sr

Wikle, Merritt
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Because of the caliber of the playen THEMMI‘IMCK‘I‘!AMINIQS! \

play for several years with Floyd Bry-

“HUNTSVILLE PARKERS"

e et A i Hegiiae

tion of & new team called “The Hunts-

ville Parkers™ under the management

of Brooks Church. This team was fitted

S L e UM e on te win the Alabama- I Semi-Pre

:e:.arm'mu;;:dﬁ:w ¥ Chame which e a second ¥

1954 Taster - Winthiooks m;mx::&m::lm-::&!mmmﬂ:w C. Baker, rf;
Eﬁﬁ xn:u;;}f; d;.::; rﬁ;ﬁqﬂm Tatley, 15 M. T. e e AR Taen
S e St P o, e
i i
Names:
Baker, W. C. Fanning, Rip Mathis, Jim Talley, James
Bragg, Tom Faulkenberry, Jimmy Merrimack Baseball Terry, Phil
Bryant, Floyd Fleming, Pete Team The Huntsville
Burns, George Gallagher, John Michael, Bill Parkers
Carter, Buck Gant, Bill Mincher, Donnie Watson, H. T.
Carter, Mack Gault, John Newton, Ben Watson, Johnny
Case, Sam Hammonds, Fred Price, Shelby Westbrook, Lester
Coggins, Cliff Hill, Harold Robinson, Goose Sonny
Emm Ells Baseball Kelley, Floyd Sprowl, Lefty
Team Laughter, Shep Stanfield, Ralph

English, Charlie
Places:

Letts, Fritz

Stewart, Bill
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Craft, Bobby
Daniel, Abie
Gant, Bill

Gaught, John

Hammonds, Fred
Limbaugh, Joe
Mincher, Donnie
Stewart, Bill

Westbrook, Lester
Sonny
Wright, George



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 3, Folder 14
"The Huntsville Parker: Historical Edition," 1900-1955

Image 47 r10_03-14-000-0247  Contents Index  About
Tswne 10-= 3 -
PHRER [isromical Eoirion |9-
|
THE HUNTSVILLE PARKER HISTORICAL EDITION Page 47
The “Hillion-Dollar” Band
summer of 1925. a group of
= -
st the home of George Davis with
organizing 2 band. They
Jobhn Hay. sa sapsrienced
organiza-
their leader.
instruments were very
many members of the
afford toc own the in-
played, especiaily the
, the band appealed
Merrimack Mig Co. for financial
. Jr, who was
at that time, took im-
l_r#ln
of his asdstance, the
=Joseph J. Brad-
‘their first concert in
in the Joe Bradley
which had just been
bhad & very fine recep-
that, played numercus
many trips with local
They played a oumber
the Madisen County Fair
i At the time of this photograph, the band had come te Msbile with the Knights
performed at the local cele- and glaying a in Square.
of the C e were, beside druma left to right Paul Ray asd Virgil Lovell, Jr.
the famous estate St Baicer,
MieCorpiet. Einited Siwims om:k‘m“m—mnmmlﬂnmumtu:mrm.w
mm-—mmx
the band 7 d Cloud, Rigsby, Gresne Phillips. Stanley Partonm, Lidge
e ':—II..-I\.J:-“H e Albert Smith, Loew Olcfieid.
mmd;‘l‘: “f"""""":':‘-"""“"‘!“m;'f"'?"_"'-
Merrimack Band s “The Million Dollar e ey AL Sioe. S
Band” and thus it became known
throughout the ares. Tt was called on to  The band made pumerous trips With  The group dishanded in 1934, having
perform at most important ceremonies rmrmmm“*ﬁ given hours of enjorment o many peo-
and played for the dedication of three Dothan with this gve "In e eart ple and made “The Milion Dollar
days of radio, they played over Station Band™ a musicsl group long to be re-
W5M in Nastiville with much success. membered.
|
ot d s P
Names:

Alexander, F. B.
Almon, Senator
Baker, Clarence
Bayless, Jeff
Bayless, Linwood
Boyanton, Authur
Bradley, Joe, Jr.
Cloud, Ocie
Davis, George
Hay, John

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Holmberg, Hilden
Holmes, Clarence
Holmes, Walter
Lovell, Virgil, Jr.
Marks, Oland
McCormick, Virginia
Oldfield, Charlie
Oldfield, Loew
Parks, Harvey
Parton, Stanley

Phillips, Alfred
Phillips, Edwin
Phillips, Greene
Pierce, J. Emory
Pogue, Jasper
Potter, Jim

Ray, Paul
Rigsby, Bill
Smith, Albert
Smith, Red

Tuck, Lidge
Walker, S. W.
Watley, Herman
Williams, Harrison
Williams, Hiram
Wilson, Jess
Million Dollar Band
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View of #2 and Mill grounds 28

Views of Mill 1955 34, 35
Walker, S. W. 47

Ward, Jock 30

Watley, Herman 47
Watley, John 44

Watson, H. T. 45

Watson, Hosea 4, 21, 44
Watson, Johnny 45
Watson, L. C. 4, 21, 26, 43
Weaver, C. J., Rev. 41
Webb, J. J., Rev. 41
Weeden, R. P. 44

Westbrook, Lester Sonny 45, 46

Westbrook, Lester 4
Westbrooks, Lester, Sr. 44
Wheeler, Adah 18
Wheeler, Alvie 18
Wheeler, Bethel 18
Wheeler, Laura 18
Wheeler, Taylor 18
Wheeler, Walter 18
Wikle, Merritt 44
Wilkerson, Avo 18
Wilkerson, Ovie 18
Wilkerson, Sisie 18
Wilkerson, Tom 18
Wilkerson, Will 18
Wilkes, Buford 4

Wilkes, Harrie 18
Williams, Harrison 47
Williams, Hiram 47
Williams, Mary 18
Wilson, Jess 4, 47
Wilson, T. H., Rev. 41
Winkles, Dora 18
Winkles, Ernest, Mrs. 4, 26
Winkles, Ernest 18
Winkles, Ida 18

Winkles, Marvin 4, 18, 26
Wright, George 46
Youngblood, Etta 17, 40



Ziskind, Jacob 32
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