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CAPTAIN JAMES WILSON.
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PART L

Cmaulsm“'umm&ew
soe of nineteen children His Gther was
crmmander of a ship in the Newcastle trade,
and bromght him uwp from his exrfiect yewrs @
e sea service. During the last warbe ser-

ved in America, and was presemt 2t the bat-
tes of Bansor’s Hill. and of Long Island
On his reters from Americs, be chtained 2
brth 25 mate of 22 East Infoman, beng,
thongh vouns, an able mevizator. Affer ar-
and determined to abhde i that country.
There he became engaged in the country ser-
wace, and in one of these vovages, he was sent
= 2 small vessel to the Nicobar Islands
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fhe east, to advise them of the arrival of the
Fresch squadron, under Saffrein, on the
m.ﬂmpn‘thzmonthdr;nrd- The
ship be commanded I'ui“-fwndqlandinﬁ:

stern w so loose as to
wd;n wh:uch tﬂf ﬂnsl:'i‘h dificulty she
was prevented from foundering. He was

Pulicat, discovered the Fremch fleet going
down the coast: be expected them to chase,
a dangerons shoal probably prevented parsuit
and captures but the ship was 5o leaky e was
.mhﬂnt&hﬂdw“tetheu'
Eives. He proceeded thence to Madras, just
at the critical moment when the setﬂecment
F grﬂmdi!m Sir Eyre Coote
:l::hr&d to the south, and was so sar-
rounded by Hyder Ally’s army, that mo
supplies could reach him by land; and the
Freoca anchoring at Peadicherry,
Hd_‘aﬂﬂwﬁﬁb}'m;n‘h‘tm
Britsh troops were mdncedmgrw_diﬁcul-
Ges, and in danger of famine, their stores
bg‘-s-ﬂye:ﬂamtd-

: : -
/9 Box 5, FooER 5
CAFTAIY JAMYS WILSOX. T

Several ships had been loaded with rice =t

Madras, but as the French fleet lay directly
m the way, they dared not attempt the pes
sage to Caddalore, near which Sir Eyre Coote
was encamped. The Governor of Madmas
bad beard of Mr. Wilson, and thoegh 2 young
man, sent for him, and inquired if he would
attempt to carry down the ships with the sup-
plies for the camp, stating the danger and
bazard of the run, and offering bim four bun-
dred pagedas for the service, and more if be
should be detained beyond a fortuight. The
Captain undertook to atiempt the passage,
znd immediately made preparztions for his
departure. The vessel in which he embarked
was about five bandred toms burdes, with
by black men, himseli being the enly Eare-
pean, except an oficer, who went down as
pessenger to the army. He pushed onas far
2s Sadras about sivtesm leagues, where he
tock refuge under the Dutch flag, and dis-
patched two messengers to Sir Eyre Coote,
to imform him of his approach and to expect
his erders; but the roads were all so ob-
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bi'“._l qém&‘!;u"ﬂﬂﬂ
marsnding army, they were obliged o take 3
M:M”h}-vmwtﬂ“‘d

T + were eleven days before
1 h‘@urgmlmmm‘tm
bazards, and without a moment’s delay; ad-
ding, that if the Captain brosght only one
Jost the rest, it would be of the

fres had sent his water 3

Mﬂm"h}'onthebezdl- SIIBI':
Coote had detached 2 corps of gremadiers an
fight infamtry, who entered _Pudtherr!.

.

JoBox 5, ForoeR 5 |

- =

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX. ]

® Point de Galle, 1o repair the loss, just at
the moment when Captain Wilsen was pass-
g in the offing. As Suffrein’s ships sailed so
mach better than his, they were off Cuddalore
= the morning, and Captain Wilson arrived
i Ghe afternoon; thus providentially escaping,
and bringing in the whole of the cargoes en-
trusted to his care, and so much wanted by
the army. They had then been reduced to
their last forty-five bags of paddy, and net a

rescaed them from impending famine, or the
mecessity of cutting their way through the
enemy; and under God, was the means as
all acknowledged. of the preservation of the
army and of the Carmatic. Captain Wilsen
had some stores of bis own which were
greedily siezed amd de d as seom as
landed. The mext day bhe was imvited t»
placed at Sir Eyre Coote’s right hand, dnd
received the most cendial acknowledgments
fior his services He informed the company
of the seizure of his stores; they bid him pre-
pare an account of them, and gave him 2 pa-
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goda (81.94,] for every botdle of wine, and
for the rest in Wﬁm;wﬂn’-hﬂ-
sful trip prod d him about a thousand
and a testimony of Sir Eyre Coote’s
L#Mmﬂlcm-ﬁd:hchd
Immingmmhmﬁ"d "“h'e
was captured by the i’rucl.'hh_"'
ing with a very valusble carpo of military

Hannibel in the same captivity. He was per-
mitted, with other officers, to be at large on his
dee..andlupuialwrdywheexch-gd-
n,duhduthntimewmaﬂrﬂ'i
great part of the Carnatic; and in conjuncton
with the Fremch, dw*uk-sm
boped to expel the Eanglish from 5
ritery. He had lately defeated Cd_oncl
nﬂf.m.ﬂ-ﬂ:&_w

-
5

3
T

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX. 1

of the English as possible into his power, i
-dereiﬂutntm;xhhmsiissu-rh,
or to gratify his brutality by exposing them
to 2 Engering death. - He had bribed Soiffrein
with three hundred thousand rupees, (2 rupee
iis about 50 cents,] to surrender up to him afl
Bis prisoners at Cuddalore; and the order
Being c icated to the der of the
and grief which he and his oficers testified 2t
soch an infamous bargain. However, as he
dared mot disobey the orders of his superior,
be informed the gentlemen on parcle of the
them up the next day, to the escort appointed
o carry them to Seringapatam.

Captain Wilsen mo sesmer received the
intellizgence, tham he determimed that very
might, if possible, fo sffempt kis escape from
2 captivity which appeared tolim worse tham
death. He had chserved. as he walked the
ramparts, the possibility of dropping dewn
Imto the river; and theugh be peither knew
the beizht of the wall, nor the width'of fhe
rvers which were to be crossed, before be
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brave to secure them? yet these were but the
beginning of his sorrows. g A
“The oficer at the bead-quarters was a Ma-
bometan, one of Hyder's chicftains.
Saiveiatel G soiiir dhaply, i b
for it, with dhmﬁﬁg

doubt the relation; when lifting up both his

hands he cried out, Gouda ke Ademi? < this

is God’s man ™ So Caiaphss proghesied.

marked him for his nn.ilﬂ:ﬁ!h
: o

and blistered all over, to the fermer bouse
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ﬂ-dv?-c'-m#-—ﬁ“b-“—!'
ﬂ‘ “ } . = o
on them, and to escape these at any rte

: poor creatures comsented. Bat
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was chained to fellow saffcrer, and often so

m o dast: - _--.

Eel PPN i
vide salt and firing to heir rice. It
that it was among
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his thighs as big as his waist was be- bad served him with great affection. whilst

EISE

;

his

1t

€ - homn
bis end, and thinking i*.'“&ﬁﬁ
pain, Sam intreated he might spend for eil,
daily allowance of moncy paid -

it

PEELEY
Lk

i
R}
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~was boiled, and this prodeced such an amaz- ‘-Pf‘ ﬂ-mhh-¢ﬂ.
Jing efect, that in the course of 3 few hours,

pletely relieved; and afterwards recommend-

- ed the trial, with success, to many of his fellow
Remedies are mear, when

S s aeee

efficacious when applies them!

His irons were now replaced by others less

heavy: ﬂ*mﬁh-ﬂt—mﬁq
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his pillow, with an intention to eat it the firsi
mement be should wake; but the sad effects
immediately followed. He was seized that
‘might with a violent fever, became delirious,
and for a fortnight his life was despaired of.
buman nature seemed capable of eaduring, he
had strugzied through, and for the mest part
enjoyed a state of health and stremgth; bt
now, in the moment of liberty, jor, and abun-
dance, he received 2 stroke more severe than
any he had before undengume. How [itile
can we determine of the sood or evil before
us under the sun? He was 2 more wretched
being, surrounded by kind friexds and every
bhumane attention, than be had been whea
destitute, famished, covered with seres, and
naked on the floor of 2 dungeon. Bat
be who is the Lord of life and glory had de-
mun—u -thﬂ ‘h

M“ B“Mﬂ

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSON. ]
ot cut him off in the impenitence and hard-
mess of his heart; he had grace in store for
him and work prepared when the set Gme
should come; and sach work as was the far-
thest from every idea be had yet entertained.
praise him; bat at that time, mercies had no
yet hardened, and he knew not the hand that
bealed him. The day of salvation was ot
yet arrived, nor the period of his chasfise-
ment closed. He returned fo life and health
-ﬁ-ﬂ&e-—nw'npn-'ﬁu.h

e of & which used, while be.
was in India, to sting him to the heart. A
2
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hb}&um*ﬂ'ﬂ'
brink of death.

ine his e 4 IS
Macartney had forwarded a supply of clothes
to meet them; bat there not being a suffi-
tuqﬁraﬂ,-hl-qd-
another; to Captain Wilson’s share a very
hqa-ﬁhyl-tﬂl. which, with 2 banian

and pantaloons, with many 3 breach in them,
made his meagre figure very much resemble
2 maniac. Impatient to revisit his friends,
the centries handly would let him pass. He
Hha““--&,

lent bervism by which life is eften saved.
Yet he never, 6l after he knew and felt the
power of the Gospel, reflected sa the vile
of his own heart, towards Him

had so offen and <o remarkably delivered
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‘was permitted quietly to repose himself;
him, and hardly recoguised him, he

4

:
m

1
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Indiz, and amuse himself with gardening and
‘the sports of the country. Being unmarried,
be cousidered of a proper person to have the
‘conduct of his house and family. Hehad a
sensible and agreesble miece. whom he par-
‘cularly desired to take this care upon her;
she was 2 truly religioes woman, and when
pressed by him to come and Live with him,

feave her to herselfl
About two years be continued to live af
Horndean, in the same careless unconcers
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ﬂ“"ﬁ"'# e press, and which he was afraid to wipe of,
of benevolent joy from the eyes of his friend
2 great part of the time in tarning its prin-
ciples into c-—d#‘ﬁ ﬁﬂv
ritual welfare. :

ﬁ-rl‘qp d’mm ‘*’“

| m—nm
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it is the work of the Spirit of Ged to prodace
sach a resemblance, that ﬁ-u can be no

I

¥

prayer
fession,

o
for

1]
i

7
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portion fo that T have manifested in the ser-
wice of Sstan. Bat, my dear sir, T shall
never reward you for the good I have re-
ceived; were Ito give you all 1 possess in
the world, it woald be but a poor compensa-
ton for the benefit | have derived from your
m-ﬂ-‘-‘ﬂ:y."

The pleasare felt by his friend was such
as none but the christisn, who realizes in
some degree the value of an immortal soul, -
can feel.

The Captain soon manifested to the circle

company with a view to their religioas im-
provement. withoat going all the accustomed
AR T
= with his worldly o

FoO T
is object, 1emarked, “I strungly suspect,
if you do not withdraw from their parties,
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Bate you, ye know that it hated me before it
Bated you; if ye were of the world, the world
woald love his own; but because ye are not
of the world, bat [ have chosen yoa out of
the worid, therefore the world bateth you.™
Captain Wilson being 2 man of leisure,
2ad having no pleasure 1o the sports of the
hﬁ'mm ing his owm
stadies on one part of the -

those of his friend on the other. He read
with avidity most of the principal works on

the evidences of Christianity, until he had
obizined sach 3 firm perssasion of the truth

all Ms principalities and
powers. can, or ever will, [ trust, perssade
me that it is not the word of the Most High;
neither could l;y*ll completely bave
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carTATE TAMES wILsOX. =

hm&‘.l—iw-ﬂﬁ
S (e il e s Ot

ther as eagerly ity for in nothing do
real Christians more resemble the spirits in
heaven, than in the joy they feel when 2 sin-

o differ about modes of ﬁ-:“
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”Mhm-m*
forbis. Thas, while he improperly attribated
their silence to want of zeal and spiritaal-
mindedness, they as improperly attributed
his silence to Indian bamtear; which shows
how caatious Christians should be in putting
enfavorable constructions on the conduct of
‘each other.

derstood the knowledge of slvation through
Christ. he believed what he read in the word
‘.ﬂ“% Feeling that the

and joy. He was

;.-’ call God his Father, and he walked
all day in the light of his countenance. Old

CAPTAIX JANES WILSOX. L 4
h—&-'-l. Those who were most infi-
mate kim, often found it 2 presage of
beaves to be in his company. The ¢ first
Wr--;-h*_ to their remem-

were deeply humbled axd escited to close
imvestization of their own state, fearing by a
-4 of & Jve _I_I-I -
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#m:hmq-uﬁ-n—_&d
evidences of his being a partaker of the grace
of God which bringeth salvation—aow a
variety of deficiencies were discovered, and
felt. He began to question whether his
knowledge were not merely scieatific, the
P‘h—,-ﬂ‘h“;
whether his pleasares of religion were not
the excitements of mere human passions, in-
stead of the exercise of gracious affections;
“h*ﬂ.hmm

e practice of most young Christans; b
reasoncd on the feelings, when he should have
Eved by faith; the one he have done,
bt be shosld not have left the other undone,
This, however, is = lesson not easily learnt;
and when learnt, it is not easily practised.
After a few months more, his mind was
er views of the warrant of faith, and better
ence. Though he perceived that the sancti-
fication of the Spirit, forms the evidence of

our meetness for heaven, and is as essential.

member of the Hd&ihw
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sireet, Portsea, with great pleasure to the
minister and to the people. His residence
being ten miles from the place of worship,
mﬁh&&qmﬂymhﬁng‘ri&th
,i.-,.!ed,mdesnhih&dmemhersofﬂn
church. This was a considerable disadvan-
tage to him, for as *¢ iron sharpeneth iron, so
doth the countenance of a man his friend.™
Habits of activity and benevolence are sel-
dom formed from merely reading; '-hCJ'_B"
nerally arise from example and asseciation
It is much to be lamented that many Chris-

fans have resided in country villages, sur-

using any means c
while those who live at a distance from such
scenes, frequently converse on the mest ne-
mymdsuimhieobjecudba-udm
and devise the means of sending the Gespel
into the nnenlizhtensd villages arcund them.
The Captain had not been saficiently long
in the church te have learnt the principles,
and to form the habis of am active and ex-
temsive Christian zeal. He bad, previous te

generosity to some of his relations, and whick
be increzsed after he had experienced the
power of divine grace. Bat he had not been
parncelarly excited to the exercise of libe-
rality far the cause of God, till bis minister,
preacting regularly on a2 Sabbath mormirg
throagh the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews,
showed that faith not oaly induces the nesa-
tive parts of 2 Christian®s condact in his ab-
staining from thar which is wrome, but that
it excites and impels to the active and bene-
volent virtues of the Chrizuan life.

This course of subjects excited in the Cap-
tain’s mind a considerable degree of painfal

was pot only to save the individsal, but to
make him the mesns of saviag others. - Ye
are the salt of the earth™ and - the kight
of the world” begam t» vibrate in his com-
science, as though speken from beaven by
the lips of the Saviesr. He bhad reason »
hope that his faith had done something for
14
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him; bat it now became a solicitous inquiry,
“what has my faith indaced me to do for
others=™ To this train of reflections is to
be attributed the reason for his offering him-
self to the Missionary Society, to comvey
their first missionaries to the islands of the
Pacific Ocean.

Memoirs of Captain 11
James Wilson Part

Places:

Philadelphia, PA

Types:
book
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CAFTAIN JAMES WILsSOX.

PART [IL

From the Captain's commencing the Misvion-
ey Voyage to the Snth Sea Iilands, tll
Ais return and setthing in London

Carrars Wirsos’s friend, Dr. Haweis,
thus relates the manner in which be was led
10 engage in that noble and bemevolent
design.

Oue Sabbath, after retarning from Port-
sez.ulthapuinm-ﬂkjnginhi!pr-
den, he meditated on the faith of Abraham,
in leaving his country and friends at the call
of(i-:d.,no:kmring-‘hi‘.huhgrut. This
mlhenbg'ec:ufthzsu—hhdbeui
that day. Om reviewing the circamstances
of the Patriarch, be was mmch affected by
the wonders wrought by faith, and admired
the devoted and self-denial of the wor-
thiﬁmwdulhthdtmthchxptaufthg
epistle 10 the Hebrews. While he mased
on the nature and evidence of the faith there
dﬁcribe-d.ut.heuhunccofmngs' hoped
for, and the evidence of things not seen, he
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64

began to question himself on the reality of hus
own. and felt a rising fear in his mind, lest
be shom!d have deceived humself by placing
doctrinal opinions in the stead of divine
comvictions of the truth. He asked himself,
if called in Providence to saffer or to serve
like these, whether he could 23 readily zive
up all for Christ and go forth at the divine
bidding.

The impressions made by these reflections
fixed deeply om his heart for several weeks,
and his mind snderwent many harassing
fears and thqs-din:&dme! on this subject:
till eme day after receiving the Evangelical
Magazine, ‘the first subject which canght his
eye and attention, was the account of a de-
sign to form a Missionary Society in London,
and if possible to convey the gospel to the
islands of the Pacific Ocean. The thought
immediately forcibly struck his mind, «If
you are wamted 10 command the expedition,
bave you faith to sacrifice all the comforts
around you, and freely deveting yourself to
the service, could vou embark ence more on
[hgﬁ:q;.mlmincm,wr-hmbut

MEMOIRS OF

ts seck the souls redeemed by the blood of
the Lamb? He felt that moment he could
do it with pleasure; he perceived his faith
was equal w the sacrifice; be read the chap-
ter over with delight, and was sure he could,
f called, give himself up w0 God.

He had enjoyed some bappy boars in these
meditations. They were the frequent sab-
Jects of his thoughts, when one day a series
of pew ideas rose up im his mind, 10 which
he had been hitherto a stranger, and which
abandantly testfy the activity of Satan, in
endeavouring to hinder the good wark of Ged.
He had hardly during all the years of service
on the sea ever known whas fear was: he had
been umaffected by the storms which be bad
eacountered, and never thought of the perils
of the deep; bat now the dangers and difi-
culties to which sach an eaterprise must ex-
pose him, rose up to bis view, and be began
w reason on the folly of quitting his present
comfortable abode for a lifz so very different;
and determined to try o banish the idea from
his mind. It followed him, howerer, in spite

r2
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of all his efforts. Fearing to trust his own
j-l;-ﬂt_.hrunhedmmmunk:t:his
thoaghts to some of his serious and meost ju-
dicious friends, state to them the feelings of
hiis mind, and have their advice on the subject.
Thgmeﬂlvﬁt&ou&evir'dhh:ir-
camstances, rather discomraged his enter-
taining any farther thoughts of the matter.
Though they highly approved of the mission,
and honoured his zeal in desiring to promote
so glorious 2 casse, some of them did not see
his call clear to quit his present station, and
sim to weigh the sabject well in
his own mind before be determimed. His
mind, however, rested not at ease. He was
conscious he ought not to move but on some
evident call of pecessity—that he must see
the path of duty clear before he quitted the
comfortable settlement he enjoved, and thoagh
his heart was greatly drawn out in prayer for
the glorious object of the mission, he resolved
to wait awhile the leadings of Providence,
without entirely rencuncing bis parposes of
service, if required.

A general meeting of the Hampshire Asso-
cation of ministers being held at Sailisbary,
among other ebjects,to consider the subject
of forming a Misionary Society, to decide
on the intended mission, and to pr its

'EL hJ '._Jw 7
my his minister thither, and hear what shoald
be advanced on the occasion. These also he
mentioned to some of the brethrea the im-
pression which rested on bis mind; bot they
n:ieringencnlqh.pdhnnu-ngd
his semsations oa the subject; and thoagh
they zealously favoured the missiomary at-
tempt. they handly theaght his services would
be necessary, as it was to them improbuble
that a ship would be emploved selely foc
that parpese.

He had now, probably, dropped all farther
thoughts of the matter, if the first genenal

Missionary Mecting bad not called up his
pastor, with many ethess, to town, in order to
consult what steps were proper to be parsued
at the commencement of 5o great an ender-
taking. The Captain resolved to be of the
party, 1 see and hear for himself what was
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for carrying the mission into effect.
Previcas to his going to Londen, feeling
bis mind in a painful state of perplexity and
incapacity to decide what was right, he in-
formed his minister, that he had made up his
mind to leave the case with him; he should
bave all the responsibility of his offering his
service, or of declining it. His friend was na-
turally unwilling easily to give up such a re-
spectable and useful member of his church,
sacrifice the pleasure of his society,

Captain Wilson listened with serious at-
tention to the discourse delivered to the body
‘lhewciﬂy;-th:rcinl,”-_v'ibr. Haweis,
< expressed my confidence, that howeves
dificalt the work might appear, God would
provide instruments for the execution of his

own parposes; that the means would never
be wanting if we zealously set our shoulders
o the yoke. and considered the glory of the
object and the urgency of the call. He at-
tended mext day at Spa Fields Chapel, and

cur duty, describing the objects,
and sugpesting the steps mecessary for the
execution. These met bis fall spprobation,
and contributed to decide his mind om the
sabject. He desired bus friend to call uwpon
me and appoint an isferview. His minister
described the man and his conversation, situ-
ation, circumstances in life, his ability and
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should write a letter, addressed to the chair-
man of the next meeting. in the name of the
should they be needed, to carry its designs
as a committes to cemverse with Captain

designs, than having ssch 2 man to com-
- 5 . -

S
convenience to himself it might be attended.
He gave me an account of the dealings of

“with kim, and expressed a semse of the

agreed between him and his minister that he




Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 5, Folder 5
"Memoirs of Captain James Wilson," Compiled for the American Sunday School Union by Tappan, W. B
Image 38  r10_05-05-000-0038  Contents Index  About




Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 10, Box 5, Folder 5
"Memoirs of Captain James Wilson," Compiled for the American Sunday School Union by Tappan, W. B
Image 39  r10_05-05-000-0039  Contents Index  About

be did, and took an active part in the prepa-
rations.—Not less than seven or eight times
did be go up and down, though mere than
sixty miles from town, at his own expenses;

forwarded every thing in his department, en-
gaged the mariners, and settled all his own
affsirs for so long an absence. He sold his
house at Horndean, fixed his miece in Lon-
don, and prepared to embark with the mis-

-

eventful life, can hesitate to confirm the ex-
clamation of the Mosr-man, * This is God
man"—About this time he wrote to his friend
at Portsea, describing tae state of bis mind.

Londen, June 28, 1796
“Mr Deax Fuuzxs,

_ . : A =
ber burden in the river; but whea I tell you

she cost five thousand pounds, you will think
she ought to be 2 good one. Sach is the high
value of ships at present, that I think she is
worth what we gave for her. She is river

m n_= =
should T talk thus? Has He not !-:.‘-
command the gold, hat commanded 2
rebellious wretch as I was, to be willing in
the day of bis power'
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% Praise be to Gad for all his mercies.
Were it ot for the many precious promises,
¥ know not what | should do, for it is really
hand parting from all these we fondly love.
and entering into a sea of troable and per-

I look back on my past fife with

from our eyes, | look with a pleasing hope,
that | shall be one of that happy number.
qhﬁﬁ:tiﬂ.ulhnhah;m(
my friends, 1 should mest certainly sever
_.-lud-;ﬂr;m-h-i-m

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX. R id
mew circamstances will canses new trials. ™ [
am persusded that even at this early stage of
the business, | have seen more of the human
beart, than | should have known for years in
the calm retreat of 2 coantry life; bat know-

‘s of little use if it does pot inflaence
fthe heart. If I do notdeceive myself, I think
I feel more humble, and find Jesus
cioas than ever, and a throme of grace the

consolation I can emjoy.
«] am your affectionate brother in Christ,
- =), Wosox

London, July 27, 1796.
s My vzar peaz Fasess, : -

it with patience, and I trust this is some
- .

e o e e et vy

1 find my mind, Shough severely pained,

,ﬂ#!*:“ﬂ‘-yph
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and eutward trials keep me very low, bat 1
trest the Lard will esable me to carry his
people to the farthermast parts of the globe-
Should he bless me thas far, [ trust I shall
then be able to resign my all into his hands;
for the only thing I wish now to live for, is, to
.1“,---5-1-—1**-

1 hope the Lord will be with you of a
truth. I shall be on my kmees at balf-past
six on the morning you allude to, for the pur-
pose of praying for you and my church,
through whose instrumentality [ bave re-
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William Wilsen, the chief mate, where the
Captain joined her and took the command.
or comvoy for some weeks. Neveral of the
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il

18,

4 Were you near the directors, I would
refier you to their letter for information; bat
as that is not the case, T will give you all 1
can. We siled from you on Friday the
25d of September, and em the following
Sanday we lay to off Falmouth; and on the
S0th 3 fresh wind sprisging up from the
north-east, I thought it a favourable opporta-
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interest in your prayers, and in those of the
chmrchk.  Give my Christian love and affec-
fionate regards to them all. My confinmal
s&ir up each other to act more and more fike
king’s sons and danghters, and met to choke
Most High. Nothing in this life could so things of this world. This will pain their
2s lean as Pharaoh’s catile. I trast, my
his vineyard, you will be careful to destroy
these injurious weeds. I knmow you canmet

do this of yourself; but what you have to do,
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we lost some of our live stock, we bore up to
g0 by the Cape of Good Hope. This wasa
gZreat trial, being in latitade 30, and longi-
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we made the land, the missionaries had di-
vided in the following manner. Eighteen for
Otabeite, besides women and children; ten

for Eimes, with 2 view to get the ship ready,
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the point of death, and his son Tugahowe,
the least of the four, would certainly sacceed
his father, (which afterwards proved tobe so3)
he -dlﬁ-‘-nnu-n;lh-—-l-
arics being piaced under his care. After
talking with them o the subject they readily
agreed to go- 1 told them they cosld mot
expect to keep their chests, and if they were
the least afraid, 1 would take them Back to
was only a secondary object with them, tat
they would go in an bumble dependence ca
that God who had brought them safe over the

mighty ocean, and had enabled them to leave
their country and their friends. After 2 most
solemn seascm in praver, six of them west
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they should want.
#We now got under weigh to endeavour
to find a channel to the westward of the spot
some :

we sailed through. This we conceived to be
2 valusble acquisition, as we should now, in
case of being attacked, be able to sail out of
fise harbor cither to the cast or west. Being
two or three days to see how the matives
saw fit to send us a smart gale from the
porth-west, so that at day-light we found
ourselves in a crifical sitaation, not being
able to weather the reefs on cither tacks but
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staid on board to get the things ready, as be
said: however, [ am sorvy to say in this
place, that though be was the first that pro-
posed coming to these islands, and was the
cause of two others mot coming, he seemed
mow to have lost his missionary spirit, which
was visible to every ome.  After 2 little time
he went on shore, but with sach a gloomy
countenance, that the nafives soom tock a
dislike to him. The youth, en the contrary,
was cheerful and cbliging, o that the whole
consequence of this | was under the neces-
sity of carrying Harris back to Otaheite. 1
would have brought Creek away Ikewise,
but he begzed to be lefi, wiich was agreed

Crook with every

Sir Heary Martin®s islands, and arrived in
Matavia the 6th of July, whea [ found them
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owing to their
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o be of the same race with the Friendly ls-
their cances are of the same construction.
of our way to the Pelews; but from variable
‘winds and calms we did not reach them till the
7th of November, and then, from the stormy
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bave mot » wish for your welfire, but
May the Lord bless you to the end of a use-
till the blissful moment arrive when every

a manner, 25 would in this frail state quite
averwhelm it
- 4« Adieu, dear Sir, till we meet in those
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his business. The ship was ready
just in time to sail with the first ships that
were leaving China. The singularity of the
manners of the officers and ship’s company
while 2t Canton, excited attention. All im-
morality being utterly discountensnced, not
an oath sworn, and au unussal devotion
maintained, induced those in the ships whose
company they had joined, to give the Duff a
new pame: they called her « The Ten Com-
mandments.”

The ship left China, the Sd of December,
1797, and arrived after 2 safe and
passage, at the Cape of Good Hope, oa the
1Tth of March, 1795,  Flere the ships of war
impressed some sailors from the other ships,
bat none from the Duff. They sailed from
the Cape on the Ist of April; touched at St.
Helena on the 15th; on the 24th of June put
into Cork for convoy, and under the protec-
Thames on the 1ith of July. Ina few days
the cargo of teas was discharged in as perfect

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX. "
' %Thus,” says the Captain to his minister
in a letter of Dover, *has cur God wafied
us from place to place in a most wonderful
manner, having sailed nearly Gfiy thousand
miles since we left you, in little more tham
one year and nine menths. [ may say with
Naomi, ¢ [ went out full, but the Lord has
brought me home amin empty” Yet mot
-i&mbf—;&hq,lﬂhﬂﬁ-
cerity, The prosperity of Zien mear my
heart.” Experience had tsaght the Captain
his deficiencies, and the pecessity of an ha-
bitual dependance on divine grace.

The return of the Duff, and the brief bat
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ception and safe settlement of the missiona-
ries at the places of their destination, and
the remarkable interpositions of Divine Pro-
vidence from beginning to end of this remark-
able enterprise, were such evident answers
to the Dumercus prayers which had been
_offered up to God on behalf of the mission,
as loudly demanded the most pablic acknow-
ledgment of gratitude and praise.™

¢ The directors, therefore, of the Mission-

bid affection of the Hver, and in his own
opinion threatened his life. In this state of
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therefore not unwilling to die; but He who
bad fixed the bounds of his habitation, added
mearly twenty years more to his life.

The same unerring Providence which had
guided him by a Yight way through the whele
Jjourney of life, now led him to a city of habi-
tation, and he became united by marriage to
a respectable family on Denmark Hill. Im-
mediately on his return from India, he mani-
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Mmm-dw

m
m-tlﬁ-p-d—-lﬁ
we are under the control of an invisible hand,
than that of Captain Wilson. A life subject
to such a vast number of changes must ne-
cessarily have excited as numercas and va-
ricus feelings; these had produced in the
W-ﬂaiqdﬁy_db
divine government. He admitted that all
hgﬂlnyhgﬁia-ﬂu

g <

“wt—*—;“-ﬁh
character of this excellent man a marked
shade, it was perhaps 2 want of 2 sufficient
sense of his obligations to his God and Re-

deemer, to usea proportion of his

for his honour.  God often in

his own p which he suffers to pass

'“m in the men of the world.
Christians are partakers of more exalted prin-

“h*ﬁl—.m

MM,&%“
therefore under 2 different discipline from
unregenerate men. The canse of truth and
m_ of the -kd'-, -,*

God,
tions of his own people. What he gives them
is not for themselves only; they are to be the
H*d’ h“-ﬂ ﬂ&ﬂu“-ﬁ
are to w
pered them, for ﬁ#am
<« He that soweth

Be who gave him fhis addition to his fo

....aa:':....m.....:u,::.';
was, perhaps, one reasen why he was suffer-
ed o sustain so greata loss by the adves-
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taroas conduct of others. In either view the
providence is insiructive and improving.
We see how easily God canreturn to his peo-

' fold in this life, for what they
do for his cause; and on the other side we see
#hat if his people do not make 2 scriptural
and benevolent use of what he gives, how
easy it is for God to take it again. +<Whoso

is wise and will observe these things, shall un-

derstand the loving kindness of the Lord.”
‘This event, in a spiritual sense, proved
highly beneficial to the Captain. It gave him
deeper discoveries of his own heart, and of
the minute fulfilment of the weord by the
providence of God. In the October and May
previous to his death, these events were the
subject of very useful conversation between
the Captain and his friend: he observed, ““In
pendance upon him! he saw this was the most
effectzal way to humble my spirit, to wean
me from the world, and to bring me nearer
to himself; and I trust he has dose it ™ The
writer never left his company at the peciod
mentioned, but he felt, in a lively degree,

fhatas iron sharpeneth iron, so does the coun-
tenance of a man his friend. The profitchle
Mh-&q—bmﬂiﬂm
‘Mmhﬁghum
owa spirit, and e bad de-
dl:i-h'ﬂ:r
indispositions produced retired and domestic
habits. In this retirement he not caly read,
but stadied the Scriptures; the weord of God
was his companien. Mdhﬁ—ﬁ-
ﬁﬁmhmd*
part to a repetition of h_-hﬂﬁ-
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CAPTAIN JAMES WILSON. 11

‘which should tend to bring him into moGice.
Yet this injunction, which was quite in usi-
had an exceptive clause relating to the glory
‘of God and the edification of the church. It
is mot possible, however, to separate these

: ) allusions, whes _

“hl-iu‘ great patience and forti-
tude, and his death was not oaly peaceful,
mmm.

m#ﬂﬁ“’-hﬂ»
minister to the unprofitable curiesity of the
living; but is advanced with 2 view to glorify
the truth and grace of omr h“
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though his history was indeed an eventful
eme, because it is my aim to present him to
your observation, oaly as he was occupied in
e province of religion. Suffice it thea to
observe that, on his return from the

in which he proved himself worthy of the
trust reposed in him, his circle of connections
and friends was greatly widened. Among
other families of worth and affluence to whose
acquaintance he was introduced, was that of
the iate Richard Holbert. Esq. of Deamark
dasghter be married, in the year 1799, and
found in her to his latest day a most tender
and affectionate wife. Flaving entered upon
a domestic settlement which fixed him in our
immediate neighbourhood, he became an oc-
casional commanicant atthe table of the Lord
in this place, till in the year 1805, hereceived
a regular and honourable dismissiva from the
Christian Society at Portsea, under the pasto-
ral care of the Rev. J. Griffin: and we can
bear a thankfal testimony to the manner in

his steady attachment 1o the house =
his punctual attendance on the ordinances of
divine worship, and his humble ‘
. 5 1 o ten months
very alarming :

which augmested disease bad made in his
as to excite the regret and apprehension of
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had been gesenally sccustomed to repeat
~ linesof Dr. Haweis at the ead of every day.

*=One éay more is past
And the nearer =y lnst,
To the ciowe of =y Lie asd =y hatonrs | sy
My streagth as =y cay
Rezewed—]

sy

~ And whes, my werk done,
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- ke s as o

= Safe lodg’d my fruits, at even tide | rest;
My work near done, [ lean on Jesus® breast:
Preparing for my mansion in the sky.”

His was a strong unwavering faith, which
swallowed up every fear, and ensbled him to
Hdd—&-t-!y-iﬁ-t&udhtqﬁ

closely entwined about his heart; yet through
a reliance on the divine Providence he was
*hﬁnﬂ_‘f‘ all the tender

- ”mﬁ&hﬂ-
hﬂ-p-n strong desire that they

—bat it was cvident that he had no disquiet-

ing care comcerning them, and no prevailing

fight.
M#'ﬂlm
in the charscter of this dying believer.
H made to p‘-*.f*
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a-uhhumqg.-ﬁrug
ed all [ had learned, 2ad by this means re-
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tained what I had previously acquired, and
continued adding something to the store! &1
cannot describe,™ said he, “the pleasure and
advantage | have derived from this practice,
especially since I have been laid on this sick
bed: I am now incapable of reading much,
bat T have found a rich fund of consolation
in recarring to those parts of the scriptures
which I have treasured up in my memory »
The word of Christ dwelt in him richly, and
as he delighted much in the law of the Lord,
50 he meditated therein day asd night. From
2 persomal experience of the besefit accruing
from such a familisr acquaintance with the
Bible, he enjoined it upon his dear children,
and recommended to his young friends in
general, to copy his example in this respect,
oaly to begin much earlier than he did. Af-
ter expressing his kind wishes for a young
gentleman for whom he entertained a great
esteem, he sent this message to him by a ma-
taal friend, who was about to visit him in a
remote part of the country, =Charge him to
store his memory with the scriptures, to
begin immediately, for now is the time to set

CAPTALY JAMES WILSOX. 135

his departare, be suid, with 2 firm tone, «My
dear child, I thought [ should not have seen

the first sabbath I shonld have spent in eter-
nity; bat God’s time s best. ™ On one of his
friends inquiring if be were comfortable, he
replied, - Yes, d'luh&-,*."
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(his mouth beinz in such a state as to render
speaking exquisitely painful,) «1 would let
¥ou all know bow happy I am; I am looking
hﬂlemibpaﬂ&eghmuw
ing of the great God my Saviour.” At one
season he observed, < Here I am, waiting for
my change—what 2 mercy ™ To his medical
attendant, who, aware of his

aversion o medicine, had, with much kind-
ness, administered as little as the case would
admit, he said, **I cannot take any more; let
me go aseasily 2s yoa can;™ and then, lifting

up his eyes h’hun.ﬂi.“hd.m
l-ﬁut-ﬁr-u-i‘dqgﬁ- ﬁ-
I trust mine eyes have seen thy
llothbﬂnﬁlm.hnd ﬁn
following verses, with a reference to his own
circumstances— :

= My Suttering puise, and falt'ring breath,
Annouace the near approach of death;
How can [ meet, dear Savicur, sy,
ﬂhﬂ.“%

= Lock to my cross, the soversign care,
For off he ilis thou can'st endure;
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resalt of the attempt to spread the know-
ledge of Christ among the islands of the
South Pacificc. We subjoin the following
extracts.

The Rev. Mr. Marsden, in a letter dated

March 6th, 1816, stated that not less than
seven hundred natives were attending the
school of the missionaries 2t Eimeo. A
Sydnev gazette also mentions the sudden in-
crease of the school from 50 or 60, which
had usually attended. to that number; and
adds; * Independent of those taught at the
school, many others have leamned to read
under the tatorage of their own countrymen,
whose books they borrow occasionally, and
thence accrues a new source for the exten-
sion of knowledge. Idolatry has received
am universal shock, and totters from its
foundation throughout all the islands. Some
of the opposing chiefs, with the priests and
tneir followers, endeavour to prop the rotten
fabric, but their eflorts conspicucusly tend
to the acceleration of its fall.™

The same gentleman, in a letter dated
June 7, 1816, says, ** All accounts agree that

CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX. iss

k most wonderfal change has been produmesd
in all the Seciety islands : and the spresd of
mwmhhdmm‘ I
think we have never read. since the Aposties”
&ﬂdhwmiwtﬁﬁn
ﬁlamuhhsd-ehﬂ_rhh
islands. Pomare is become a great man and
a piogs Christian; and shows the wurk of
grace to be real. from the whele of his com
duct. lladermﬂh's-a—w'
once more. His enemies made an atfack
upon him and his people on the sabbath day,
when they imagined they would not defend
themselves; but Pomare felt it his dety ®
fight on the sabbath, in defence of himaelf
and subjects. In this battle he cbtsined 2
complete victery, and ek mamy prcmers,

upon the minds of bis enemies, 2= it has con-
vinced them that the mew relizion is 2 mer-
cifal religion. Masy have jeined bhim from
the effects of his clemency.™
Idolatry is totally abelished in Ouabeite
and Fimes, and is st giving way in other
-
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islande. The school flourishes, and many

and hundreds of the natives can repeat their
Catechism word for word.

The following are extracts from the letters
of the missionsrics. After detailing some
serious feads in the islands, they add:—
¢« These things had a happy effect upon

ﬂ!mthuhegmldmmeir
;oh-l-p';&at&e_vhddenn'wﬂﬂaem,
and sought their ruin; that henceforward
would cast them away ﬂ“i'“].‘" and

3 g“‘“"‘lﬂd

lmg" .lb’.i“
forbearance.

fessars of Christianity assembled together, to
worship and praise Jehovah for the happy
tarn which their affairs had taken. In this
fhey were joined by many whe had, 6l then, -
been the zealous worshippers of the idols.

After this, Pomarre was by universsl comsens
restored to his former government of Tahesti
and its dependencies: since which he has
constituted chiefs in the several districts,
some of whom had for a long Gime made 2
pblic profession of Christianity, and had for
many months at dod the of E

tion with us at Eimeo.

s: In conseguence of these events, idolatry
was eotirely abolished both 2t Taheits and
Eimeo; and we have the great, but formerdy
satisfaction of being able to say

voespected,
that Tahiti

der, we bope, for ever zholished; and the
pesple every where calling upon ©s © cmme
and teach thes.

s+ The sabbath dsy is also every where
strictly observed, and places for the worship
of the true God have bees erecied, and are
pow erecting, in every district; and where
there is no preaching, the people have prayer
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CAPTAIN JAMES WILSOX.

isr
principal chief, has also pablicly rescunced
idola try, and embraced Christanity. His
example has been followed by mest of the
Otherchieﬁ.mdahxpnj'ind'&g#
thhefmiﬁc&t!hl;ﬁ;-ﬂ!,
Hl_!-lhine.Rli-uu.Tah_.udB-:h Twe
chiefs of Boraborz, mamed Tefusera and
x_ha;elﬁsdng‘m themselves by their
in destroying the gods, asd erecting a
ho?zufwtherwihiynf&eu‘&i The
chm.{sd'tbﬁeiﬂ.lﬂihmﬂm:ﬂ
repeated messages 1o us, earmestly emtreas-
m&'“‘ﬂﬂndmd'mm.-bamﬁ-,
mtuchthr_nalm:andlliu-nuakm
wmmindutht}ﬂnic&ﬁlﬂﬁsqu-
tles did not confine their instructions t» sme
place or comntry.
"mMmﬁ'—'ﬁ-
W:ﬂ;vtrm has prospered exceedingiy,
an conmum:‘-@gm
many hundreds of the scholars are scattered

MEMOIRS OF
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meetings every Sabbath, and every Wednes-
day evening. all round Taheiti and Eimeo.

= Bat this is not all; we have also good news . ach_
v communicate about the Leeward islands. islapds and districts where they reside; and

Tamotoa, or 23 he is now called Tapa, the
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of reading and writing has spread far and
wide. There are at least SC00 people who
bave some books and can make use of them.
Many bundreds can read well: and there are
among therm about 400 copies of the Old
Testament History; and 400 of the New,
which is an abridgment of the four Evange-
lists, and parts of the Acts of the Apostles.
—Many chapters of Luke’s guspel, in manu-
script, are also in circulation: and 1000 copies
of our Taheitian Catechism, which several
bundreds have learnt, and can repeat per-
fectly. The spelling-books which were
printed in London, of which we had, we
sappose, about 700, having been expended
long ago, we had lately, 2000 copies of a
lesser spelling-book printed in the colony:
these we have received and distributed; and
there is an earnest call from all the islands
for more books, the desire to learn to read
M'ﬁmﬁgunirgml. We want 2 new
edition of the above mentioned books, and
are mow preparing the Gospel of Lauke for
the press. We intended to send the cate-
chism and small spelling-book to the colony,

and get 2000 or 5000 printedy but havimg
heard that a printing press is sent out for us,
we thought it best to wait awhile, notwith-
standing the urgent call of the natives, as we
wish to prevent expense as mach 2s possile

# We enclose a letter from Pomarre, con-
cerning his family gods, which bave beem
delivered to us, that we might cither destroy
them, or, if we think proper, send them %
you. We have chosen the latter, and send
them by this conveyance, nailed upin 2 case,
directed to Mr. Hardcastle. These are the
king’s family gods. and are a gocd specimen
of the whole. The great patiocal omes,
which were of the same kind, omly much
larger, have been some fime age emfirely
destroyed.™

The following is an extract of a letter
from Pomarre, king of Tabeiti, to the mis-
sionaries.

Frizexos,—May you be saved by Jehovah
and Jesus Christ ecar Savieur! This is my
speech to you, my frieads. 1 wish you @
send those idols to Britain for the Mssemry
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Seciety, that they may know the likeness ut
the gods that Taheii worshipped. Those
-were my own idols, belonging to our family
from the time of Taarcamanahune even to
Vairaatoa: and when he died he left them
with' me. And now, having been made ac-
quainted with the true God, with Jehovah,
He is my God; and when this body of mine
shall be dissolved in death, may the Three-
One save me! And this is my shelter, my
close hiding-place, even from the anger of
Jehovah. When he looks upon me, I will
hide me at the feet of Jesus Christ the
Saviour, that | may escape. I feel pleasure
and satisfaction in mind; I rejoice, I praise
Jehovah that he hath made known his word
unto me. I shoald have gone to destruction
if Jehovah had not interposed. Many have
died and are gone to destruction, kings and
common people: they died without knowing
any thing of the true God; and now when it
came to the small remainder of the people,
Jehovah hath been pleased to make known
his word, and we are made acquainted with
his good word, made acquainted with the

MEMOIRS OF

rence of every evil way. The TheeeOme,
He it is that can make the love of sn
cezse; we canmot effect thet; mesn canmet
effiect 1t3 it is the work of Geod & camse el
things to be cast off, and the love of them t»
cease.

I 2m going a jourmey arcand Takeini €
acquaint the Ratiras with the word of Ged.

diligent in seeking imstraction, aad new it
well with Taheiti

That principel del, Shat has the red fea-
thers of the Omn, & Temedaro—at = s
mame—Ilook you: you may know it by the red
feathers; that was Vairmaten's own god, and
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those feathers were from the ship of lien-
tenant Watts; it was Vairaatoa that set them
himself about the idol. If you think proper,
¥ou may burn them all in the fire; or if you
like, send them to your country, for the in-
spection of the people of Europe, that they
mav satisfy their curiosity, and know Ta-
heiti’s foolish gods.

Should the missionaries arrive at Morea,
write to me quickly, that I may know. Let
me know also what news there may be from
Earope, and from Port Jackson. Perhaps
king George may be dead. let me know. [
shall not go around Taheiti before the month
of March.

May vou be saved, my friends, by Jehovah,
and Jesus Christ, the only Saviour by whom
we sinners can be saved.

Poxazar, King of Taheiti, &c.
Taheiti, Motua, Feb. 19, 1816,
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