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Il'l May of 1982, Constitution Village opened its doors 1o
the public and began its tribute to the legacy of Alabama's st

The idea for Constitution Village (it was first named
Constitution Hall Park) came about as a result of the ity wanting 1o
T pwpeg develop a parking lot on the site where
it WE Mapi History IN 1982. the Constitutional Convention met
1819, Local histortans and concerned legislators in the area wene
visionary in saving the site and Creating this living memorial
to Alabama’s Federal perlod

Though the subsequent research, funding and creation of the
Village were arduous tasks, the dedication of its founders and stafl
was strong. Thelr mission was simple: 1o educate, inform and exclie
people of all ages, from all reglons, about the period in Alabama’s
past that led it to becoming the 22nd state, And what better way to
do that than to create a working, thriving environment that lets
you actually step back in time to the early 1800,

From the architectural Integrity of the bulldings and homes to
the way of life, this period was Ppainstakingly recreated. Interpreters
in period dress take visitors on awalking tour full of Interesting facts
and lifestyle examples from the pertod. Collections of 19th century
turniture, decorative arts, crafts and implements were acquired and
Incorporated into the lving history that is Constitution Village.
|t ’ This was the beginning of one of the state’s most valuable
| = resources fof education and tourksm, swerving as Alabama’s most unigue

living history museum.
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SHOW ME AND I'LL REMEMBER.
1t s this quotation that forms the premise for Constitution
Village and all it means to the education of Alabama’s children
about their past. It is only through an understanding and
appreciation of the past that children can truly understand and appreciate the
present and the future, Thus, the Village staff is committed every day of the year to
presenting a living example of that past, to involve children in Alabama's history
with an experience they will long remembet.

Constitution Village began with a concentration on the Tourth grade curriculum
I Alabaria, encoutaging these classes 10 use the Village as a complement to their
studies of Alabama history. The p:qmi.uhf of the program led to requests from
other grade levels, including plcs{hﬂ(!’ﬂ!- Now, Constitution Village offers a
variety of programs and events geared o Everyone, from the Discovery Room for
preschoolers to village tours and spectal lecture series for adults.

Constitution Village's commitment to education Is further evidenced. by its
teacher training program. The State History Teachers ¢ ‘onference, a summer work
shop offered annually for teachers of Alabama history, I unigue to Constitution
Village, In fact, this conference has been recognized by the United States Department
of Education with an Exemplary Program Award, Likewise, the professional
N : administrative staff and formally trained interpretive persannel provide all visitors
?.; Wy an intriguing and informative glimpse into the past.
~ Constitution Village also participates in an extensive outreach program; the
Japanese Ambassador Exchange; Eldethostel, through UAH
and the University of Montevallo; and hosts travel writers
from all over the world for special education. These programs
further exemplify Constitution Village's commitment 1o

§ EVERY Dy

OF THE YEAR.

ANVISHIANA T1,] ANV T JATOAN]

preserving Alabama’s history. da:

AL ___"'_——b-_'ﬁ_ -—
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