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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TWICKENHAM HISTORIC
PRESERVATION DISTRICT

1t has been thirty years since the Twickenham Historic Preservation District was
organized in July of 1965. Fuﬂ-mnumthﬁne‘hhlﬂe
Dwnmwhhhnwamﬂ significant
historic structures in the city. Continued active support and vigilance on the part of
residents of the District are necessary ingredients in resisting the ever-increasing pressures
of physical changes in the city in the name of progress.

Back in the 1950s, during early phases of urban renewal (a federal program
designed to aid in revitalizing deteriorating inner cores of cities) in Huntsville, plans were
made which endangered many historic structures and streets in the original center of town.
As part of a movement to prevent the loss of original residential sections of the city,
members of the Huntsville Madison County Historical Society and the Antiquarian Society
conducted a survey to identify structures worthy of preservation. They drew up a plan to
create a historic district which would encompass many of the early architectural treasures
and reflect the architectural history of the community.

hlmummmmmmm
organized to promote the creation of the District and to aid the city in acquiring the
necessary legislation at the state level to provide a commission empowered to enforce the
regulations needed for securing and maintaining its integrity. After considerable opposition
from some who disliked the idea of enforced regulation, the state legislature in 1970
passed an act which provided that as soon as sixty percent of the property owners within
the proposed boundaries of the District petitioned the city for its creation, then the
Twickenham Historic District could become a reality. On May 22, 1972, the City Council
passed an ordinance which gave legal status to the District and provided for a commission
of nine members charged with its oversight.

Since its creation in 1972, the THPDA has developed and supported a number of
projects which help to emphasize the importance of historic preservation in Huntsville.
After a fire occurred in the Weeden home in 1972 and its demolition appeared imminent,
the THPDA explored the possibility of purchasing the 1819 structure and converting it
into a house museum which would be open to the public. On January 4, 1973, a deed was
signed and plans were instituted to raise funds from the private sector of the community to
restore the house. In 1975 the Huntsville Housing Authority agreed to purchase the
Weeden property from the THPDA in order to qualify the project for a federal HUD grant
of $90,000 which would provide a major portion of the cost of restoration. Between 1975
and 1979 the THPDA continued to support the city's efforts, and in 1979, with the help of
the Cosmopolitan Club, they raised $10,000 in order to secure a matching grant from the
Alabama Historic Commission.

During the period of restoration of the Weeden House, the Housing Authority
used an advisory committee made up of members of the Huntsville Historic Commission,
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Barber, Ivy, Mrs.

Types:
article

the THPDA, the Huntsville Garden Club, the Cosmopolitan Club, and the Beautification
Board This committee advised on the proper restoration of the house. Finally, in 1980 the

cookbooks detailing historic facts about the District and featuring excellent local, proven
recipes, some dating back to the early nineteenth century. Proceeds from the sale of these
books go to fund the projects of the THPDA.

Weeden, Maria
Howard
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Dates:
December, 1995
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to the Historical Marker i

PR et ' Committee of the THPDA_ The

Long time residents, as well as those moving into the District have
;kqufzdw&;mﬁmﬁwh”d%mﬂm'mw
offering community a ~dimensional history lesson nearly
American architecture—both magnificent and modest. v o —

Frances C. Roberts
Historical Advisor
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Henson, Margaret
Hilson, Henry
Jones, Harvie P.
King, Julia Wynn

Kirkpatrick,
Raymond
Lowe, Betsy
McCown, Jean
Sammons, Diane

Simms, Martha
Sutton, Julia
Thomas, Ronald
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King, Julia Wynn
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Lowe, Betsy
McCown, Jean
Sammons, Diane
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Walker, Jean
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