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McCarthy, Joseph
McCauley, Patrick
Miller, David G.
Mitchell, John

Murrow, Edward R.

Nixon, Richard M.

O'Reilly, Charles B.

Patman, Wright
Preus, Jacob A. O.
Ross, Nancy L.
Scott, David R.
Thrapp, Dan L.

Wallace, George C.,
Governor

Ward, R. I., Jr.

The Huntsville Times
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Bennett, Michael
Bozeman, Howard
Bullard, Len
Butler, C. W., Mrs.
Chaffin, Jeff

Clift, Annie M., Mrs.

Dreger, Alvin
Fulda, Paul
Halsey Home

Types:
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Harless, Lee

Hinds, Trice

Laughlin Home

Laughlin, Dianne

Laughlin, Ralph, Mr.
& Mrs.

Leslie, Aurora, Mrs.

Lester, Carly

Maulsby, Steve

photograph

Mayhew, Sidney J.
Mayhew-Herstein-

Brown Home
McQueen, Butterfly
Moore, Alan
Novell, Nancy
Pulley, Salley T.
Rodgers, Louise
Selk, George
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Tygett, Loyd

VanValkenburgh,
Wilfrid, Sr.
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Weaver, John

Wilson, Dee Ann

York, Arista

The Huntsville Times
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booklet
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II. HUNTSVILLE'S URBAN FORESTRY FROGRAM

In 1981, by a 5-0 vote, the City Council adopted Ordinance 81-228,
Huntsville's first tree ordinance, which was later supplemented by
Ordinance 85-596 and a resolution establishing standards for tree-
related work. These documents created a Tree Commission and provided
the basis of what is now an Urban Forestry Division in the Natural
Resources Department. The missinn of this division 1s to cooperate
with Huntsville's citizens in developing an urban forest that is
diverse, healthy, attractive, and safe -- with a cost-effective
Program that is responsive to each part of the city.

To accomplish this mission,
four interwoven parts:
Public Information.

Huntsville’s urban forestry program has
Tree Care, Tree Planting, Tree Inventory, and

TREE CARE anchors all other parts of an urban forestry program:
it makKes no sense to plant more trees unless we are abie and
wWilling to take care of those we already have. Huntsville's

urban forestry program is oriented toward SYSTEMATIC MAINTENANCE
in management areas such as "NE-02° (the Twickenham Historic
District) or "CP-03" (Parks Department Properties).

Figure 1
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We emphasize compatibility with the city’s other public
service needs: overhead and underground pipes and wires;
visibility near signs, signals and intersections (see

Figure 2); accessibility of streets and sidewalks (see
Figure 3); and safety in high-traffic areas. And we seek
alternatives to sites that would not faver tree growth. It
was with these things in mind that the City Council
authorized us to plant trees on private property adjacent to
right-of -way sites that are unsuitable for trees.

Finally . we encourage as much landowner involvement as
possible in making planting decisions.

Figure 2
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Figure 3

TREE INVENTORY makes use of a computer program to store and
manage three general types of information --

Tree data, collected during inventories, inspections, and
routine maintenance operations;

Work data, from work-crew reports;

Service request information, documenting requests from the
Public for various types of help.

These types of information are essential in all urban forestry
planning .

PUBLIC INFORMATION ON TREE CARE takes several forms:
We answer many questions by telephone, and have several

mail-out brochures available; however, we do not have the

resources to visit individual homes t¢ makKe recommendations
on privately-owned trees.
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Names:
Twickenham Trees

Types:
photograph



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 15  r04d08-05-000-0157  Contents Index  About

Names:
Twickenham Trees

Types:
booklet



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 16  r04d08-05-000-0158  Contents Index  About

Names:
Twickenham Trees

Types:
booklet



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 17 r04d08-05-000-0159  Contents Index  About

Names:
Tree Species
Summary

Types:

list



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 18  r04d08-05-000-0160  Contents Index  About

Names:
Twickenham Trees

Types:
photograph

-m

IV. SURVEY DATA ANKD INTERPRETATIONS The information obtained during
the inventory of street trees in the Twickenham District reflects the
possibilities and limitations for managing the area’s trees:

A. Overall Tree Population Structure. Table { Summarizes the
Twickenham District’s tree population, by species. This table lists
47 distinct species along the streets. Almost exactly 2/3 of the
trees are either sugar maple (22.11) or native dogwood (44.6%).
Fortunately, these over -represented species show a good range of
diameters. This means that omitting them from current planting plans
iz not likely to cause them to suddenly disappear from the district as
a large age group suddenly goes “over the hill.* The next highest
species are hackberry (6.6%) and pecan (3.7%), while the rest average
only about one-half of one percent each.

Appendix 1 gives further details about the population, showing the
diameter distribution of each Species. Appendix 2 contains a listing

of all the street trees in the Twickenham Historic District, arranged
by street and house-number ("address®). A *.T." in the "Off R/W"

column indicates one of the 171 trees not actually on the right-of-

way, but overhanging it so as to be considered during tree-maintenance
operations.

TWICKENHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT - (8-90) 9
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B. Tree Care - Pruning and other Maintenance. As pointed out
in Section I, the Urban Forestry Division’s first Priority is dealing
with deadwood, brokKen and cracked branches, and other hazards that
already exist. For example, Figure 8§ shows a maple in its final
summer in Twickenham. When a tree reaches this stage in its life,
no choice remains besides removing it.

Close behind hazard elimination is Preventing such problems from
taking over trees that are currently healthy. The crown of the tree
in Figure S shows serious decay where a large branch was ripped out a
few years ago, a problem that could and should have been prevented
through systematic pruning.

Figure S
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This problem probably started out as a fairly simple one, such as a

weak fork, or a low branch that was ripped ocut by a passing vehicle.
Removing the shattered low branch from the tree in Figure 6 would have
taKen less than five minutes during systematic maintenance, with no

lasting tree damage; the tree, the truck that hit it, and both their
owners would all have been better off.

The commonest reasons for right-of-way tree problems are:

improper planting practices (especially choice of site)
poor tree-care practices (particularly topping and flush -cutting )

damage by lawn-mowers, string-trimmers, and other eguipment
soil compaction

Figure &

Hany trees have been damaged so severely that they will never truly
pProsper, no matter how much attention is lavished on them in the
future. The harsh pruning inevitable in a tree growing too close to
power lines (Figure 7) dooms the tree to disfigurement and early
removal; and a tree damaged by string-trimmers or mowers (Figure 8)
will die early and be much more hazardous while it stands. HNaturally,
combinations of these causes are especially deadly.

Each listing of Twickenham’s trees (see Appendices 2-%) includes codes
indicating the maintenance they need:

SYS = Systematic maintenance

CST = 1&% Clearance over the street
HAZ = Hazard elimination CSW = B Clearance over the sidewalk
STU = Stump removal C/B = Cabling and/or bracing
RM or RHY = Removal RT = Root problems

TWICKENHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT - (8-90) 11
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Figure 7

Figure &
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T : "

(see Figure 9). A typical street had walkways (some brick-paved)
along the right-of-way edges, and in the late 1800's stone curbs were
installed along some of the streets. 1880 photographs show newly-
pPlanted trees between the walkway and the edge of unpaved Eustis
Street, near its intersection with Lincoln; some other streets of that
time were already lined with established trees. Conflicts between

roots and pavement began as early as the turn of the century. and the
trees’ vigor diminished with ongoing installation (and repairs) of
pavement, curbs, sidewalks, buried and overhead utilities, storm
sewers, and sanitary sewers. A typical 50-foot right-of -way might now
include 30 feet of pavement between curb-backs, with a 5-foot sidewalk
and a S-inch margin on each side; this leaves a 4-1/2-foot grass strip
between each curd and sidewalkK, often occupied by both trees and
various utilities.

Flgure 9
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This oak tree can drink up 1o
300 gallons of water day.

But it uses less than one
quart for making wood,

LOTHLSIAd DIHOLSTH HVHEIEXDIAL

(o6-2) -
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Figure 11

This glimpse of tree biology gives a new slant to Preserving the
authenticity of a historic district. From the historian’s Foint of
view, tree-shaded streets are part of the heritage to be Preserved.

But this must include ample space for the trees to mature properly.
This 1s not a departure from tradition -- it is a biological
necessity . I[f worthwhile street trees are to be part of the
neighborhood’s heritage, they must be where they can survive. Compare
the tree lawns in Filgures 12 and 13.

There area several advantages to planting on a right-of -way if it has
adequate space: (1) 1t allows truly comprehensive maintenance without
the occasional trespasses that many homeowners resent; (2) claiming
the site with appropriately-sized trees circumvents later problems
that might result from ill-planned planting of trees too large for the
site; and (3) where front yards are too small, right-of-way planting
may be the only means of preserving the amenity that irees provide.

However, where pavement, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, pipes, and wires
occupy the potential planting spaces on public land, the only
remaining cholce 1s private property near the right-of -way.

The crest of Echols Hill provides a textbook example of how this goal
can be attained (see Figure 18). Along the nerth side of the street
is a line of trees (mostly hackberries, too often undervalued as *"weed
trees®). Set back about 20 feet from the curd, their branches arch
over the street providing shade, grace, and elegance, while their root
systems have almost no contact with the traumas of the right-of-way.
These trees received little in the way of early preventive pruning, so
their owners have had cables installed to minimize the liKelihood of
splitting (see similar installations in Figure 15); with early
Preventive care, they would have been almost malntenance-frees.

TWICKENHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT - (8-90) 17
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Figure 12

Figure 13
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Figure 14

Figure 15

2. Species Selection. What Kinds of trees should make up
the Twickenham District’s next generation of street trees? A few

species should be avoided because of their problems -- messiness,
susceptibility to disease, a tendency to breakage, eic. Two others --
dogwood and sugar maple -- shoulid be minimized because they are

already over-represented in the district’s tree population. But apart
from these considerations, with enocugh Erowing space, practically
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anything that will grow in North Alabama can and should be included .
Appendix 6 suggests species to be considered, along with a list of

trees that should not be used without understanding the problems that
usually go with them.

It would be very unwise to plant more dogwoods and sugar maples, to
replace those that will need removal soon. In many citles, sugar
maple suffers from a "decline” that counsels tautlon in uUsing it as a
street tree. Most authorities agree that this "decline® probably has
as much to do with site conditions as it does with particular disease
organisms, so if more sugar maples are used, it will be doubly
important to plant them well back from right-of -way disturbances.

Similarly, native dogwood (Figure 16) suffers from two major problems,
both of which may also be closely related to iheir growing conditions,
and are definitely aggravated by root and stem damage. Dogwoods
Planted in open sun are especially susceptible to dogwood borers:

those in shaded, stagnant air become Susceptible to dogwood
anthracnose, a disease caused by a fungus whose spores are favored by -
extended periods of cool, moist weather in Springtime. The Japanese
dogwood , Cornus Kousa, looks much like our native dogwood (though 1t
blooms after the leaw

es have emerged), and it Promises to be much more
resistant to pest problems.

Figure 16

3. Planting design. How should the n_ev trees be ar:;:;ced?
The two general cholces are “formal® and "informal. For spaces w
discrete boundaries and continuous maintenance, geometrically
regulated plantings can be appropriate and extremely elegant.
However , informal planting arrangements are generally best for most
purposes: they permit more freedom in deciding what and where 11.10
plant; they create the relaxed setting that most people seek for a
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V. CONCLUSION
How can the Urban Forestry Division help Tw m residents get the

most from all thelr trees? Much of the "modern tree science” used by
commercial tree surgeons throughout Horth America is neither modern
nor science -- it iz an unexamined colfection of home-remedies and
imagined parallels with human medicine and dentistry. In the past
twenty years, many fundamental assumptions have been found to be at
least partly wrong. Only recently we have learned that cavity
f1lling . flush-cut pruning, and wound dressing, all formerly assumed
| to be beneficial, frequently work against the health of trees.
Topping (including "rounding over” and the other euphemisms it goes
by ), was formerly recommended to "rejuvenate™ a tree; it 1s now
recognized to have many drastic side-effects (see Figure 17, showing
how decay undermines the sucker growth formed arcund a topping cut).

Figure 17
For the short run, property owners in the Twickenham area need to see
at first hand the tree problems along thelr streets. The Urban
Forestry Division 1s willing to conduct a series of street meetings,

walking along the sidewalks and discussing what needs to be done and
how, and what roles the City can play.
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Davis, Joe, Mayor
Herrin, William W.,
(Jack) Jr.

Jones, Harvie P.

Roberts, Dr.

Smitherman, David
V.

Stallings, Jerry W.

Waltersdorf, Karl
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Herrin, William W., Jones, Harvie P. Stell, Jack
Jr. Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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correspondence

Dates:
Jan 30, 1984
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Dates:
Feb 06, 1984



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 94  r04d08-05-000-0236  Contents Index  About

Names:
Herrin, William W., Jones, Harvie P.
Jr. Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
FEB 06, 1984



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries D, Box 8, Folder 5
Twickenham Preservation (THPD) Newspaper, Booklet, and Other Materials (5 of 19)
Image 95  r04d08-05-000-0237  Contents Index  About

Names:
Bennett, William J. Lewis, C. S. Wall Street Journal
Davies, Robertson O'Connor, Flannery

Types:
newspaper

Dates:
Dec 31, 1982
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Galloway, Jerry Simms, Martha, Mrs. Weeden House Weeden, Maria
Jones, Harvie P. THPDA Museum Howard
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Upchurch, Ann, Mrs.

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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correspondence

Dates:
Nov 19, 1987
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Jones, Harvie P.
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Dates:
Nov 18, 1987
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contains extensive correspondence records of the Cabaniss Roberts family circa 1830 to 1930.

Archives/Special Collections Access Restrictions: None

Conditions Governing Use: This material may be protected under U. S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. Code) which
governs the making of photocopies or reproductions of copyrighted materials. You may use the digitized material for
private study, scholarship, or research. Though the University of Alabama in Huntsville Archives and Special
Collections has physical ownership of the material in its collections, in some cases we may not own the copyright to
the material. It is the patron's obligation to determine and satisfy copyright restrictions when publishing or otherwise
distributing materials found in our collections.

Provenance: Gift of Johanna Shields on October 28, 2006.
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