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A Tive Or CHALLENGE

Alabama’s future depends on quality education. Faced with intense
competition from neighboring states and the complex needs of our
economy, Alabama must depend on the state’s public colleges and
universites to achieve basic goals. These demands have increased at
3 time when the entire education system is weakened by deep
funding cuts that endanger our survival

To help the people of Alabama during this crucial period, colleges
and universitics require additional public funding. In retum, we will
be able to produce a well-educated work force, stimulate economic
growth and continue providing direct services that save lives and
improve the opportunities for all citizens of Alabama. The public's
investment in higher education will eamn substantial returns.
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Alabama cannot afford to maintain the status quo. Today the per capita
imcome in our state is just 15021 and the illiteracy rate is 13 percent.
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Academic research not only advances the causes of

t ako creates a better quality of evervday i

wkers for b

n resadents. Whether prepaning
developmng healthoer foods, findng cures for hife-threstening diseases or
malang highways and bradges safer, Alabama’s universits, commu-
nity collepes. and techmcal schools are fonging innovations

Every atizen profits. Students and professors are tackiing some of the
mast diffacult problems that face both voung and old across Alabama

rates drop m rural countes, farmibes are expen-

When infant mortal
encing the benefits of aggressive rural health mitatives spearheaded by
public universities. When Bves are saved through dramatic advances in
< the direct cause.

ersities are working to combat illiteracy

medicine, academic researct

wihhile find

and unermplovme ¢ better ways o improve the lives of

the elderty and the
solutions that will protect Alabama’s delicate environment and safe-
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The problems are formidable, but the solution is simple. Alabama
'must revamp its antiquated and regressive tax system to guarantee 2
refiable. prechictable flow of revenue to schools — from kandergarten

s through graduate school. We need positive tax reform that

21t century with adequate training and good opportunitics. And
Alabama’s children will have the access o a college diploma that s
thesr birthnight.

Much has been written on the subject of tax reform. In its series of

ithest
“Money alone doesn't buy a good education, but it s
whwh“sﬁmhu-n
provide only bargain-basement schools, roads. public amenities and
wmam—ﬂ“u&nugmpu
to its people from th i ing atmosphere for
hummmmmumd—pmw
Show us the way to an unblemshed future.”
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2 Support proposals for revenue-positive tax retorm

3. Discuss the problems caused b
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