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10. Porest Monument

On this site, Gen. Nathan Bedford Forest and his troops
were paroled by Gen. Cauby thus being the last troops east of the
Mississippi to do so. The date was May 15, 1865.

The Ellis home stood on this site. When it burned years
later, explosions rocked the town and startled the residents. It
seems the Southerners had hidden powder horns and arms in the
walls of the house just in case things heated up again.

To the right rear of the monument can be seen a circular
concrete gun mount. Cannons were once placed on this high bluff
to guard the river from enemy gunboats.

11. Ice House

Just to the left rear of the monument is a deep square
hole lined with brick. This was the Ice storage house from the
American Hotel. Ice ws taken down the river to this location and
packed deep in the earth with straw for insulation. Gainesville
was indeed a modern thriving city in 1840.

12. Site of the Gainesville Nationmal Bank

Another sign of thriving Gainesville was the old bank. It
was the oldest in West Alabama and was even allowed to print its
own money-

Abandoned and in danger of destruction, it was moved and
restored by Jack Warner. It is presently in Tuscaloosa.

13. Park and Bandstand

Most towns have a town sguare. Gainesville, always
different, boasts a town triangle. Although the present
bandstand is very old, a picture shows the original to have been
larger and octagon in shape.

There is a well to water your horses here. The well was
redrilled in 1987 by Sumter County Historical Society.

14. City Hall and Downtown Area

One of the saddest things about Gainesville is the
destruction of the original downtown business section. The
culprits were fires (some accidental and some malicious) and
time. Possibly the better building materials were used in the
homes. Hevertheless, one this was a very busy street with such

Forrest Monument Gainesville National
Forrest, Nathan Bank
Bedford Ice House
Park & Bandstand

Warner, Jack
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Mr. Kring was probably the most busy builder in
Gainesville in the 1870's, building both the Methodist and
Episcopal Churches as well as his and other homes and
businesses. It is thought that he did a great deal of the
businesses downtown because pictures show that those businesses
had the same trim as found here. Mr. Kring had a large workshop
to the rear of this building and also a large barn or warehouse
to store materials.

In 1837, the Presbyterian Church was formed and met on
this site until the present church building was completed and
occupied in January of 1838. It was known as the "Lecture Room".
It is presently owned and has been restored by Mr. & Mrs. John M.
Smith

19. Champion Post Oak

Please take note of the large oak tree to the rear of the
Coffin Shop. The largest oak tree in Sumpter County, 15.7" in
circumference.

20. Gainesville Presbyterian Church (1837)

Gainesville's oldest and historically most significant
house of worship. From the original paneled box pews to the bell
in the belfry, sweetened with 500 silver dollars, the
Presbyterian Church is a delight to explore. There is a spacious
slave gallery where once sat a slave, later famous missionary to
Africa, Maria Fearing. She must have sat there many Sundays
holding her infant charges in her lap listening to Dr. C.A.
Stillman, pastor from 1853 to 1870. He later became founder of
Stillman Institute for black education.

The whale oil lamps (now electrified) once illuminated the
like of Joseph G. Baldwin, author of Flush Times in Alabama and
Mississippi and later Chief Justice of the California Suprese
Court.

Services are still held here every second Sunday of the

21. Roberts—-Parham House ca.l1835

This charming house is one of Gainesville's earliest
dwellings. Originally, it is said to have had an additional
story or half-story . The most significant feature of the house
is the occurence of a shed-roofed pent at the northeast cormer,
abutting the single massive brick chimney. This is a very old
feature of vernacular Maryland and Virginia architecture, but one
which is virtually known in Alab £

Gainesville Post Oak Champion
Presbyterian Roberts-Parham
Church House

Kring, Edward

Smith, John M., Mr.
& Mrs.
Stillman, C. A., Dr.
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The original owner was Baker Roberts. It was saved and
restored by Mr. & Mrs. Frank Parham in the 1950's and later
purchased by Mrs. Darsy Allison McLelland Falls. It is now the
home of her grandson, Mark McLelland.

22. Allison-McLelland House ca.l865-1870

This dwelling is Gainesville's only example of the
Italianate style. It is believed to have been built by Edward N.
Kring. Originally owned by the Herringway family, it was later
bought by the Allison's, and is till owned by the McLelland
branch of that family.

23. St. Alban's Episcopal Church-1879

Built by Edward N. Kring, the small frame St. Alban's
exemplifies the “"Carpenter Gothic® style of architecture. In
accordance with liturgical tradition, the building is oriented
from west to east, with the altar being at the east end. The
main entrance to the church is through a small bell-tower at the
northwest corner.

Original stained glass windows throughout the church have
been preserved, the most notable being the diamond shaped window
at the west end, representing the Eye of God, as well as the rose
window above the altar sed of the symbol of the Trinity.

St. Alban's still holds services at 3:00 ps the third
Sunday of every month.

24. Aduston Hall ca.l844

Once pecple built summer homes in Gainesville the way we
buy homes at the beach. This was one such home built by an
accomplished builder for Amos Travis who lived in Mobile.
Besides its intrinsic significance as a fine speciman of the
Greek Revival-style “cottage”, Aduston Hall and the nearby
Travis-Derryberry-Harwood House represent the commercial and
social ties between Gainesville and Mobile, to which it was
linked by the Tombigbee River.

The house has been known as Aduston Hall since its
acquisition by the John Aduston Rogers family ca. 1895. It is
one of the few houses in Gainesville which retains several of its
dependencies such as: well house, smoke house, and office
building. Now the home of Mrs. John A. Rogers, Jr. the home has

many family antiques.
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25. cColgin Hill ca.1830

Once a log cabin on the river, this home i
the oldest in Gainesville. 1In 1832, the cabin ::sb:;::: e&t:h‘;:
site to get away from the unhealthy location by the river. It
:ac t;rtgl:,naéily a dfogt—l::rot log structure and was enlarged at or
bou e me o e move. boar
B A Catine v SABes. Clap d4 siding and interior
In 1917, it was purchased from the Colgin heirs by John A.
Rogers, Sr. Colgin Hill's significance lies not only in its
association with Gainesville's earliest days, but in its
importance as a well-preserved example of the transition from
frontier conditions to a more stable society, as reflected in
Alabama's early domestic architecture. Colgin Hill is presently
the home of Mr. & Mrs. John A. Rogers, III.

26. Travis-Derryberry-Harwood

This house, as you can see, closely resembles Aduston
Hall. The two homes were both built as summer houses for the
Travis brothers of Mobile. This was the Erroch Travis house
completed two years after Aduston Hall. This house also
sanifests in its H-shaped arang . a graceful solution to the
climatic requirements of the Deep South. Each of the six
original rooms is provided with cross-ventilation. By means of
the great, paneled sliding doors flanking the central hall, the
entire middle section of the house could be opened into 2 formal

& entertainment area nearly 50 foot in length.

- 27. Gibbs House 1860-1861

Built for Hawkins Gibbs, this house remains in the Gibbs
family. Family tradition asserts that the dwelling was nearly
completed on the eve of the Civil War, and that workmen labored
into the night to finish the house before leaving next day for
the battle front.

The house has a center hall plan with large rooms at
either side on the first floor, smaller rooms behind, simple hall
stairs to upper floor, and plain interior woodwork. The flanking
L semi-detached two-bay, one-story cable wings were added later in

the 1800's. They have identical two-bay front porches. One of

these rooms was the office of Dr. Harwood

Names:

Colgin Hill Harwood, Dr. Rogers, John A., Sr. Travis-Derryberry-
Gibbs, Hawkins Rogers, John A, III, Travis, Erroch Harwood House
Gibbs, House Mr. & Mrs.
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28. Gainesville Methodist Church - 1872

This lovely church is the work of builder Edward N. Kring.
In many ways it is 2 smaller version of the Presbyterian Church
and the now destroyed Baptist Church. However, it is very
significant in its own right for its little-spoiled and rather
unusual interior. The interior is finished in darkly stained
matched boarding. The most unusual feature is a pair of semi-
circular arched niches, plastered within, which face each other
from front and rear.

It is believed that this church replaced an earlier one
destroyed in someway. It still has services at 11:00 am every

= Sunday.

29. This lot was once the site of the William's home. All that
remains are some of the original dependencies. Many years ago,
Mrs. Williams was the owner of the Gainesville State Carriage,
which is on display in the Mobile City Museum in Mobile, Alabama.

30. The Magnolia ca. 1845

This home was built for Col. Green G. Mobley (1806-1877)
from Fairfield District, S.C. and his Vermont born second wife.

it is the most imposing of Gainesville's extant ante-bellum
residences.

Four fleeted Ionic columns support its three-bay portico
with the middle two supporting a .second floor balcony. A
denticulated cornice is carried completely around the house.
Several original brick dependencies are still there.

When this home was purchased by the present owner's
father, there was no landscaping except this fine magnolia and
the pecan trees down the fence line.

The home and gardens have been meticulously and lovingly
restored by the present owner, Mrs. Daisy McLelland Falls.

31. Ellis-Waddell House ca.l835-1840

This edifice is one of the least altered of Gainesville's
early buildings, and the only extant two-story structures

b utilizing the typical local arrangement of two front rooms with

| seperate entrances and an interior connecting double-leaf door.

The building's vernacular Greek Revival character suggests 2

l construction date of ca.l835-1840. This house is owned by Mr. &
Mrs. Selman Falls.

Names:
Ellis-Waddell House Falls, Selman, Mr. & Kring, Edward N. Williams, Mrs.

Falls, Daisy Mrs. Mobley, Green G.,
McLelland, Mrs. Gainesville Methodist Colonel
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32. Stein—-Garth House ca.l835

Together with the Moses Lewis house, the Stein-Garth House
may be the oldest surviving two-story dwelling in Gainesville.
Its simplicity and restrained Federal Character would seem to
indicate that it predates the town's more elaborate Greek
Revival-style dwellings.

It is believed that the Stein family, who were among the
early Jewish settlers of Gainesville, built this house. In 1867,
it was purchased by Nimrod Garland Garth from Albemarle County,
Virginia. It belonged to the Garth family until 1988, when it
was purchased by Mrs. Daisy Falls. It has just undergone
extensive restoration.

33. whitfield-Windham-Roberts ca.l833

Erected during the 1830's for Charles Whitfield, this
house was later remodeled and enlarged by the second owner, a
local merchant and cotton factor named James E. Windham. These
ca.1860-1870 changes have the house its present appearance,
including the distinctive front porch. On November 26, 1888, the
dwelling was purchased by Baker L. Roberts, a merchant and
farmer. Except for the addition of two baths and a small back
porch, the structure has remained unchanged since that time. Mr.
Roberts' granddaughters are the current owners.

34. Roberts-Smith-Cargile House ca.1851

This small house was built for Richard Haskins Roberts
ca. 1851. This house has the center-hall plan with a single
large room to either side and shed rooms behind. The one-room
addition to the left was added during the 189%90's. The four
original sguare porch supports were replaced about 1908 by six
slender turned posts. This house still does not have indoor
bathrooms.

35. Gainesville Baptist Church

The Gainesville Baptist Church was originally a large
Greek Revival style building much like the Presbyterian Church.
However, when membership dwindled, the building was sold and
demolished.

In more recent times this brick structure was erected.
The original church bell is still used in the present building.
Services are held on the 4th Sunday at 11:00 am with Sunday
school every Sunday at 10:00 am.

Lewis, Moses Roberts-Smith-

Moses Lewis House Cargile House

Roberts, Baker L. Stein-Garth House

Roberts, Richard Whitfield, Charles
Haskins

Whitfield-Windham-
Roberts House
Windham, James E.
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37. Meek-Mitchell-Norwood House c¢a.1850,1870

This house is a unigue local example of the use of a
"jerkinhead"” or "clipped gable" roof. The middle portion of this
house probably dates from the mid 19th century. Later, this
section was greatly enlarged and covered with the present roof.

The house contains double parlors at front and a full-
length back porch linking house to later gabled. kitchen wing.

38. Jackson-Smith House ca.l850-1860

Architecturally the Jackson-Smith House reflects the
restrained introduction of Victorian elements into an otherwise
plain country dwelling with a slight veneer of the Greek Revival.
In fact, it seems likely that the center portion of the house is
an older structure, remcdeled and enlarged on the eve of the
Civil War.

Another important aspect of this home is the still
existing dependencies; the cookhouse and wellhouse with gabled
roof, cooler and lattice-enclosed well.

This house is still c d by a b of the Smith family
who have had it over 100 years.

39. Laura Watson House or “Dappy" Bouse ca.l1200

Built around the turn of the century, if not earlier, this
house is a good example of a rapidly vanishing folk-type dwelling
of the kind which might have been occupied by 2 small black
freeholder half a century ago in the Deep South. Whitewashed,
with shuttered windows, the house is part of a complex that
includes several small dependencies such as an old-fashioned
privy and corncrib.

40. mommwmmuu—w

Among the graves of Gainesville's earliest settlers,
including founder Moses Lewis, are the graves of over 200 <
Confederate and Union soldiers who were brought to Gainesville by
poat and train from battlefields to be nursed in hospitals housed
in the hotel, school house, and even homes .

4 The c'annon was one ::f four cast in Selma toward the end of
the war. It was shipped to Mobile, but Mobile had already
fallen So they brought it north to Gaiaesvilie. ul:;rcttih:eyrtx

= t was cast into e
were on the point of surrender. I e s Wi, wes

out of Northern hands, and years
t::geétand placed here by the towns people as a rememberance of

Laura Watson House Meek-Mitchell-
Lewis, Moses Norwood House
Old Cemetery

“C1  Qawewillefry

Smith,
Dappy House
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these dead soldiers.

i.ety?he monument was erected by the Women's Preservation

41. Ellis-McGough House ca.1850

This is a fine example of the smaller Greek Rev
dwelling. The long wing at the back is amrutlthi;;i::tm
contains four rooms. In the late 19th century, the breezeway and
kitchen were added. The builder is believed to have been a Mr.
Mennice.

It was owned by the Ellis family for over 90 Years until
it was purchased this year by the Charles McGough family. The
house had been virtually unoccupied for 27 years.

42. Kring-Cate-Acton House ca.l1860-1870

This was the house of Gainesville builder Edward N. Kring
(1836-1910). Architecturally, the house is a notable example of
Victorian-period embellishment applied to an otherwise
conservative dwelling which in form recalls the traditional, "I"
type house brought to Alabama from the Carolinas and Georgia.
Kring apparently built this home shortly after the Civil War. He
also contracted for the Methodist and Episcopal Churches.

43. John M. Smith House ca. 1833

This house displays several interesting decorative traits:
the simple but well-proportioned pedimented portico, as well as
the doorway and the window trim, which bears comparison with that
of the Lewis-Long House.

The present owner recalls a window pane since destroyed,
which had scratched into it the words "built in 1833 by O'Neal”.
Inside the home are some lovely antigues which were mostly found
and restored by the owners themselves.

44. First Baptist Church

This church was established sometime after the Civil War.
The building has been extensively remodeled and is thus not
included in the National Register of Historic Places. However,
this early black church is still active and a vital element in
the towns social history.

First Baptist Church Kring-Cate-Acton
John M. Smith House House
Kring, Edward N. McGough, Charles

Mennice,
O'Neal,
Smith, John M.
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