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matter, lime and phospborus. The natural infertility of the
soils, the scarcity of easily accessible and potable water, and
the difficulty of scaling the escarpment, bowever, discouraged
settlement on Sand Mountain until the late 1809's. However,
these fine sandy loam soils, when fertilized, can be made
productive and are easily cultivated and well drained.
Cusberiand Mountains

The Cumberiand Mountains., located northwest of the Tennessee
River, are an intricate arrangement of ridges, spurs, coves, and
sinks. These mountains, a dissected cutlier of the Cumberiand
Plateau, are flat on top and rise from 629 to 1109 feet above the
valley floors. The flat mountain tops are long and narrow,
exceeding two miles in width only at cne location. Side slopes
are steep toc moderately steep.

The coves begin as steep, rock-walled SOrges or ravines
and become nearly level, marrow floored valleys that generally
are not wider than a few thousand feet. Early settlers were
attracted to the these coves because of suitable house sites sa‘fe
irom flocding, perrenial water supplies, fertile bottomlands, and
forest for grazing livestock. Alsso, fuel, building timber, and
gocd hunting were at hand.

The ephemeral mountain streams expose layers of impermeable
and resistant chert, that have formed 100-209 feet wide benches
at several elevations. The chert layer alsc causes perched water
tables sc that springs are numercus at the back wall of the
bench. In the late 180@'s and early 199@'s, subsistence farzers

bomesteaded these flat and well-watered benches.
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METHOD OF PUBLIC LAND ENTRY, 1876-1888
Homestead Commutation Cash Sale Total
Date Entries Acres Entries Acres Entries Acres Entries Acres
1876 25 3360 3 480 1 280 29 4120
1877 24 2720 8 1080 2 120 34 3920
1878 41 4840 5 520 = = 46 5360
1879 54 6680 3 200 = - 57 6880
1880 75 9960 [ 960 5 1160 86 12080
1881 73 5080 i | 40 12 1360 86 10480
1882 82 11600 2 240 18 1440 102 13280
1883 78 11000 1 80 8 1200 87 12280
1884 44 5520 i 40 8 1040 53 6600
1885 21 2600 - - 5 280 26 2880
1886 54 7640 4 480 16 10680 74 18800
1887 87 11880 6 720 25 19640 118 32240
1888 59 7240 8 680 9 5760 76 13680
Total 717 94120 48 5520 109 42960 874 142,600
There were also 2 military bounty land warrant entries for 200
acres; thus there were 876 entries and 142,800 acres were alienated.
Source: General Land Office Tract Book for Jackson County
5.121
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