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, Kitty McCanless, George Miller, Catherine Ann Taylor, Joseph
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McCanless, George F. our Family
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Names:
Gilliland, John
Graham, Mary
Shields
Graham, William

Types:
essay

Bill added, “1 always understood William Graham died in fire when his store burned
- =
down in Dandridge. Owu-,ma_-apq;-—lhhdﬂﬂ

in Jefferson Co. i ‘.
T ﬁﬂnmﬂhﬂ“‘uunhmhhw

(Needless to say, Mulhwsmlni,m
farm about six mills east of Morristow ) With the Graham money, they fived on
unfortunately -MW—M—uhmm-.:

When [ was a boy, probably between cight and twelve, my mother took
0 '_m.'mhhﬁhmﬁwn?hu;k—uh'ﬁ
hs-ammk-m-ﬁ&u—-lh-ﬁy“di
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Names:
, Bill
, Eliza G.
, Franklin W.
, Jock, Uncle
Chaucer,

Types:
essay

now and believe Uncle Jock was

- m
& Bill added some light to this. He said, * By the way, I'm enclosing a copy of a page from
ml‘-uhhﬂnhﬁm

pulpit. Dr. Hay also, at one time, wrote to all the young preachers coming into the
who wore robes in the pulpit that every robe had its tail in Rome. ™ My father, Bill's Uncle Jock,
ﬂ-“wﬂnmmhwmﬁhh.

In her later years, Aunt Kitty fived in the old Tate Springs resort hotel, about 15 miles
north of Morristown, TN. Granny managed her financial affairs and was the executor of ber
mmmmmmlhﬁﬂwhhm'thut
wﬂrutﬂmm.&%*ﬁkpﬁwﬂnhtm

mmuqmmuunﬂmhﬁ
M'ut&ﬂuﬁui-&.&ih-ﬂmm
&mhmmmnibql#“lhﬂaﬂu—ﬁ

m-qumwmm&mmtmmw—m
put them in fresh envelopes and addressed them 1o Aunt Kitty. He said his strategy was to send
cards only from people who probably should have sent her a card, but forgot. A few days later,
Agnes Hale, who was the sister in-law of Margaret McCanless (Hale) (b.1906), was at our
house. As she was leaving, Dad asked if she had sent Aunt Kitty a Christmas card. She replied
rather apologetically, "No. | should have, but | forgot.” She seemed a little shocked when Dad
told her, “Don’t worry about it, I have taken care of it for you. 1 thought you probably would
forget, 50 1 sent her the card you sent us.”

Another daughter of Franklin W . and Eliza G. was my greal grandmother, Sarah Ellen
Taylor (Folsom) (b.1848). Everyone called her Ellen and she attended Salem Academy in
‘Winston Salem, NC. About 20 years ago, my father was visiting the school and meationed that
his grandmother had been a student there. He also told them another student there had been his
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Folsom, Sarah Ellen Howell, Sarah
Taylor Hardcastle
Hale, Agnes McCanless
Hale, Margaret Margaret, Aunt
McCanless McCanless, Katherine
Hay, S. H., Dr. Wilhelmina

McRae, Lees
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notchook. At any rate, the lady disappeared and returned with cards

| ﬁﬁeuh-ﬂm
. a little more: than that escaped from
- Greenwood. [ have two lamer i
—_— ~back chairs
B e e e e ¥ S

whiskey on his breath. Nuhﬂpn&hl-hhhpa‘gd-ﬁhyﬂﬂ:

a few more belts

before going 0 the bank.
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Names:
, Bill Folsom, George Logan, Nancy Jane
, Franklin W. Whitfield Hale
Carmicael, Lucy Folsom, Major Taylor, C. V.
Hale, Bill Taylor, Charles

Folsom, Big Jim,
Governor

Types:
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Horner, Katherine

Taylor, John

Taylor, Sarah Ellen
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Names:
Folsom, Major

Folsom, Nannie L.
Hale, Margaret M.

Hale, William M.
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tdmﬂpi-euw:ﬂgmnﬁﬁ&lﬁw& 2
town in this way for years. My hhﬂnﬁwﬁ:ﬁ&ﬂwmﬂﬁ
:hm.u- He voted on some matter contrary to the Major’s wishes and the Major fired him from

In later years, Sarah Ellen owned a house in De Land, FL., and spent the winters there.
In the summers she lived with her daughters in Morristown. My father knew her well, since be
was sixteen when she died.

A few years ago, my cousin, William McCanless Hale, generously gave my daughter
Katherine Withelmina McCanless (b.1972) an clegant gold ladies pocket watch. It had originalty
belonged 10 Sarah Ellen. The back is engraved *S. Ellen Taylor 1867 and “Nanmic L. Folsom
1901". The front is engraved “Margaret M. Hale 1969" and “William M. Hale 1978" and
“Katherine W. McCanless 1985". It is truly amazing that a young lady in a Confederate family
would receive such an expensive present just two years after the War ended.

Bill wrote me that, "I have some letiers at home that Norma Taylor (wife of ). Feamster
Taylor) gave me from Sarah Ellen Taylor to ber folks at home from Salem Academry, from
another school she later attended to ber family, and letters she wrote other family members as
a young wifie. 1 think | sent copies of them w0 Uncle Jock, i.e. George F. McCanless (b.1904),
but if you doa't find them, I"'ll round them up and send you copies. One tells of Major Folsom
getting stung by bees or hormets out in the field. He was very allergic to them and his foot
started 1o swell and they had to cut his boot off, as | remember. Anyway, she said they sent the
colored servant back 10 the house w get some brandy for Maj Folsom, and it greatly helped

him .~
. Granny had a lovely portrait of S. Ellen. 1 do not know where it is now but I'm sure it
is in the family.

The older of the Major’s and Sarah Ellen’s two children was Jennie Folsom (Peck)
(b.1871), who married Ed Peck and they lived at the Grange. Everybody around town called him
Bﬂ.lﬂﬁmﬂﬂhﬁ.hﬁ.lﬂh-ﬁﬂﬂ&-m‘i
her father. They only had one child which died in infancy.

Uncle Ed was in the wholesale grocery business. He called it E. A. Peck & Co. Aunt Jen
told my father she was the "& Co™. She did not elsborate, but the reason was be was operating
on ber money. He made 2 lot of money speculating in sugar sbout the time of World War I My
father said he bought many boxcars of sugar which he never had delivered o Morristown and
could never have absorbed in his business. Insiead, be was able to sell car loads of sugar o some
other wholesalers at a higher price.

He was a great basehall fan. Granny told me that when he went to a baschall game, his
hat was always at risk because he would et so excited he would tear his hat up. When my father
was newly married and poor, Uncle Ed wok him 10 a couple of world serics haschall games at
Chicago. He based his invitation on the fact that Aunt Jen would not let him go by himself. A
few years before his death, his mind began to fail, and it was my first experience with what we
now call Alzheimer’s disease. He could not remember my name and this puzzied me since | was
about seven. My mother explained, ~As people grow older, the parts of their bodies wear out.
In Uncle Ed’s case, his mind wore out first.” | still think this is about as good an explanation
as there is.

When he died, be gave Aum Jen a life estate in his property as long as she lived. Afier
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®- about 1920, was not going t be seat w college. Frank William Taylo
. ﬂu-_tlmwdmh‘shﬂn;:m‘:lunq-h
it-he might as well start to work out of high school. Aunt Jen got wind of this, caied hes cocers
Frank and read the riot act to him_ M“Dﬁhﬂ.lmuh-
highly respected by all the Taylor cousins, aunts, and uncles and rightly so.*

I::w h;;:m“mh when I was cleven years old. This was before
lmﬂ“um“h (.‘-llln.i sent my father the money to pay for my operation.

Some people wanted 10 rent the pasture at the Grange and use it for 2 golf course Amne
Jen would agree to this only if there would be 0o golf on Sunday. Aunt Jen and Granny ok
very seriously this business about men not playing golf on Sunday. As a result, the farm was
never converted to a golf course. However, when | was a boy, the circus used 0 sct up im a
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Names:
, Jennie
, Nan
Carriger, Michael, Dr.
Carriger, Sarah Jack
Folsom, George W.

Types:
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e e center lock
2 building built on the south side of
:a. uﬁ“uﬂ.m“ﬂ“ﬁﬂw:hhly !-‘:
during the depression ﬁﬁ..hh&m-‘hb

The automobile came along shortly century. Granny
woman in Morristown o drive a car. S | i
M—qﬁuhMWhmh“
an—num‘-u**“ﬂ.-‘%“h
mm,“ﬁwu“qqma-h—-ﬁ
wﬁmmm-mu“mm*mnim
days it was all right 10 be against things. At 2 morning lecture, he heard the speaker give the
muah”h‘.hh—dhhﬁﬁw&hu&ﬂi—
m*n-ﬁ&mh”h%ﬂmm*nﬁ-’
_m_mhhduﬂsﬂu-uh-m.kmwauﬂqen
hﬂw.ﬁﬁuuhmhh-ﬂkmuﬂﬁhp
Hm“udk“hhm&*-_hhk
2 part of this, Granny served on the Board of Stewards of the First Methodist Church. My father
e e . dysropy
in after a long debilitating illness. | think it was muscular -
mnmmhwﬂum&—mmum
sixty five years later contributed extensively to this family history. Taking care of him was the
just the tonic she needed. Thirty five years later, Bill and his wife, Barbara Tumle (Hale)
(b.1927), took care of her.
Since Granny was a widow when my parents married, she divided the house into a duplex
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ﬂ*lﬁm&hﬂan”uuh‘:lﬁ-ﬁ.w she
. she had an
all weather house built out there and then lived
£l by herself year round, probably about 1931. It
ﬂm'&-yﬂnnhﬂﬁﬂﬂ&hﬁh- Boatman
Hﬂﬁhﬂ?ﬂﬁ*uﬂ.&“lw“-—nh
pnul“.,.a\l&.ﬂuﬂhmwch*hl’-hn-n

G—,mdm-h:ﬁ:-ﬂl-hﬁ- family event. 1 thought
60 was 50 old that i ' ~
u‘d-zgmtl;m?:ﬁy.mu&lmﬂum
Once, 0 get me to promise | would Sunday.

When | was 17, 1 bought a 1930 mature

- a Model A Ford. My father

r-iwﬁgmﬁhl-lﬁh.‘gnh::mﬁnh
quﬁﬂn.kﬂuﬁumh*ahkﬁdhhﬁm

luﬂulutewni-lhnim-iunm where

o m'
Wxx!ﬂrmlﬁhbqﬂmﬁﬁl'ﬂnﬁ:uh
maeh 'nildy-mhhm' ‘.ﬁ.’-ﬂei-ﬂuﬂy.&sw-l“h
_ When m:w.tui-h--*tbﬂi!ﬂ-iﬁ
u?uumm_ mhuwhlnn-e..uqﬂ:,s.ﬂl

Howell, McCanless, Mrs.
Longmire, Mack Reiland,

Taylor, Charles
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, George
, Jen
Fox, Tom
Hale, Barbara
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mqm&p.hmmdqﬂn'mmﬂlhm&ﬂi
Eventually she had to support her husband’s two sisters, McCanless and Mable
McCanless, and Mable’s hushand, Clande Snodgrass. m“lﬁ-,-ddaﬁ:k-dm
was no love lost between Granny and her in-laws. Granny once tid my father they did not have
2?@&#{.‘-‘*“;““&“&1&
brother them. however, the had meant
- :q Granny marriage mamy
1 went of o college at M.LT. in Boston to study engineering. | do not think she ever
understood why [ went there. My other grandmother also was not happy about my going to
school there. Twenty years afier the fact, my sister told me my maternal grandmother was
greatly concerned that | would come home married 10 2 “Yankee". If she has lived long enough
o meet my German wife, | am sure she would have been
When Granny's health declined, her doctor twld her to take a spoonful of whiskey
every day. She asked the doctor if she could get it at the drugsiore. He said, “No, George (my
father) can get it for you.” At that time not only was Morristown dry, all of East Tennessee was
dry. She called up my father and told him this story. She reported that she had called the
‘Woman's Christian Temperance Union and told them to strike her name from their roles. The
w*munm—ebﬂh*ﬂnbnm&-yu“
mh-ﬂmﬂhhwﬂHMW This,
of course, was a euphemism for moncy. She told my father she wanted him 1o get her a half 2
pint of whiskey. He replied, “Mama, if you are going to do any serious drinking, you will need
more than a half 2 pint.” She later reported that she did not dislike the taste of it
Amﬂduﬁmahﬁﬁhhmnkumqm
Mlﬁt‘hh-ﬂﬁmﬂ.ﬁ“slkf_mﬁu

and sponsoring the public library.
M!*;-ﬁ““s-ﬁ-mqn-m& Margaret
glhmm.lm.&mmmwhqh.-ﬁ::’md*
“m.&:wmh&&i‘hulﬂnh N. St She and my
f‘r“lhﬂmnt_:&*wﬂﬁmml—ﬂmm
= ﬁq_ﬂw“mt-:al:i“’:u‘ﬂ_hhmm&uu
awnﬂmﬂ.uﬂndumh&“nﬁnhmuuﬁnh&

Hale, William McCanless, Mable
McCanless McCanless, Margaret

Hardcastle, John B. Carriger

McCanless, General McCanless, Mary

Snodgrass, Claude
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clothes they bad on for several days, and it was a of celebration bought
D‘ﬂz--ﬁ)':h-ﬁ knew you do not need electric lights in the
ﬂw.q lllw-’-:jhmbﬁithpﬁ.‘-ku. but [ do not

Aunt Margaret and my Uncle Bill Hale decided to get married around 1926, father
mhmﬂuam&hmm&ﬁ-wum:"n
Mlﬁhhqw‘h*‘-*“h‘wﬂl&—w“ﬂ

ﬂmknmkw-ﬂ.wﬂbpﬂkt’m“

Dad grew up in the same semting his sister did. He entered the first grade at Roberts
School, about four blocks from his house. One day at recess, a black man was plowing a garden
next o the school yard. The man was drunk and was cussing out his mule. My father and his
schoolmates admired the man greatly because of the richness of his vocabulary. He also once told
me one of his impoverished schoolmates told him, "My mammy told me that if aaybody offers
you amything for free, take it. It don't make any difference whether you have any use for it or
not.” In the last few years of his life Dad mentioned Roberts School often.

In his sophomore year in high school, he was doing poorty. He came home from school
one day and his father told him he was going w0 go 10 The McCallie School in Chamancoga, TN.
The next day he was on the train. "Professor” McCallic met him at the train station in
Chattanooga. Years later, Bill Hale, then 1, and Bill's two oldest sons all graduated from
McCallie. :

Dad’s father practiced law under his father’s Uncle Jimmy Carriger. One of the rules
was that you never mentioned the Civil war to Uncle Jimmy, who had been 2 Confederate
soldier. As my father smid, “He was bushwhacked by a bunch of Republicans near Rogersville.®
This was about 30 miles northeast of Morristown. Dad went on two hiking trips into North
Carolina with his cousin, Jobn Carriger. Dad ran in 0 his Uncle Jimmy on East 1st N. 5t near
Daisy St. Uncle Jimmy inquired about the coming hike. Uncle Jimmy said, * When | was in the
Army, the Government provided him with an India rubber blanket * An India rubber blanket was
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what today we would call 2 or
hwﬂlﬁ-u-—;ﬂhn—u“ kind of an effort
nihﬂ.h_ﬁyn_m*m&hﬂhﬁ‘.nh-ﬂh-u‘
ﬂ&ﬁldhmmmhﬂrﬂhﬂsm“w.ﬁkh
-mﬁhmhh“ﬁdnﬂbﬂﬁnmnmu
qnﬁwqiﬁshmmm-ﬁmdmhhuu
mm.hmhdﬁﬂhﬁrﬁu“ﬁmmhm
mh-ﬂm-ﬁnmmh&“uhm&h
When it came time 10 go 1o college, his father gave him a choice of Virginia, Davidson,
qm?hmmuumuﬂ.w-u-&ﬁm

mﬂ,_h};:-i.lhnluﬂl.‘ Dad went on to get his bachelors degree in 1926 and his law
degree in

At about this time, Dad was sitting on the steps of the house on E. 3rd. N. St
looked down on his head and observed that he was loosing his hair. He said that he was not
concerned. His father had hair as an older man Alo, he had seen photographs of his two
grandfathers and they both had plenty of bair. Granny replied, "Doa’t count on any help from
my father. He always wore 2 toupee.”

While at Vanderbilt, he met my mother, Sarah Gaut Hardcastle (b.1905). She had grown
up in Nashville, TN, and they b gaged and married in 1929. They moved to Morristown
and he practiced law.

My father was involved in local politics from his early days as a lawyer. He told me the
standard price of 2 vote in the south in those days was a dollar and 3 drink of whiskey. In
Morristown, they usually got by with just fifty cents for a vote. He told me about some political
worker who told Dad he had found some woman who was sick in bed. The political worker had
given the woman a dollar to get up out of bed and go W the poll and voie for the proper shate.
He asked Dad if it was all right. Of course, the dollar had been spent, so Dad sid it was fine.

M:mm«,kﬁhmﬂﬁa&wdhm-ﬂq.
This was the bank his grandfather, Major Folsom, had owned. Since be was now an officer of
the bank, it was appropriate that be should become a stockholder. He bought some stock and
borrowed heavily 0 pay for it. The bank failed during the depression and he was stuck with the
debt. He did not file bankrupicy, although, | believe he had a negative act worth.

Bill wrote me that, “At that time, the law said that a director was doubly Hable for the
value of his stock--he lost not ol the.stock he held, but had to come up with an equal amount

[ far better
and sacrifice paid it all d.Ml“l@dh*hsﬁm
off did not do this. :mwmmmmhmqmm

‘Bill further reminisced that, “1 always compared what your Dad did when the bank busiad

10 a story | heand about Mr. And the major stockholder in Miller’s Dept Store in
1
Names:
Anderson, Hardcastle, Sarah Taylor, Frank William
Folsom, Major Gaut Taylor, Franklin
Types:
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Names:
Anderson,
Cooper, Governor
Folsom, Major

Types:
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Kaoxville. He was also 2 major siockholder in one of the big banks in Knoxville the
mmummmmn-uunw»m
of the banking officials t see what could be done about their bank. They got a premy bleak
ﬁmiuihw-:hh&ﬂhwﬂhd“nﬁ
md-rtuﬁ:am.ﬁn&hmﬂl& himself to go to his room,
saying; Boys, I'm going to my room 10 speak to my went 10 his
ﬂl“ﬁﬁuﬂwﬁmaﬂﬂmﬂumm
as possible for whatever they could get.”

Bill continued, *1 remember being out at the Grange the morning the hank buged and
hearing Uncle Jock {George F. McCasless) and Uncle Ed (Peck) talking about it. | guess it made
an impression because 1 pictured the bank building splitting apart and tumbling down.”

One of the problems at the bank was that Major Folsom was promoted 10 Chairman of
the Board and another of Franklin W. Taylor's (b.1910) sons-in-law was made president of the
bank. He was James R. Forgey (b.1854) who married Louise Kershaw Taylor (b.1863), a
younger sister of Sarah Ellen Taylor (Folsom). Major Folsom dicd in 1898 so Mr. Forgey
wound up running the bank. He eventually was fired, but bad loans aiready on the books sank
the bank. There were some hard feelings within the family and the Folsoms and the Forgeys
were not speaking. Aunt Jen finally called oo ber Aunt Louise and said some pretty stroag
things, which alleviated the situation somewhat
sister was born in 1930. She was named Sarsh Hardcastle McCanless. Then [ was born in 1933,
My parents named me George Folsom McCanless, Jr. Wall Street greeted the news of my birth
:M.Thﬂ—h-aﬂilﬁ.ﬂiﬁmrbkq)wh

century

Bill Hale also had some water experiences. He told me, *1 was taken out 1o float in 2
small metal child’s bathtub o the creek across the road from the Grange. This was because your
Dad had done the same thing when he was about my size. For some reason, it did not work for
me because the tub collapsed, dumping me into the creek with all my clothes on. | remember
being carried up w the house, undressed, stood in a twh ocut on the back walk under the cistern,
and dried off with a towel.

My father was appointed Chancellor in 1938. He held court in several counties
surrounding Morristown. When [ was a little older 1 discovered be could draw linle cantoon
characters. | asked him where he learned to do it. He said be learned to do it when he was a
Jjudge. 1 replied, "Weren't you supposed 1o be listening to the lawyers argument?” He replied,
*I already knew what they were going to say.”

In 1939, he was appointed Commissioner on Finance and Taxation for the state of
Teanessee by Gov. Cooper and we moved to Nashville. In this job, Dad succeeded Estes
Kefayver who resigned 10 run for Congress from the Chattanooga district. Kefauver was the
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, Margaret, Aunt
Crump, Bobby
Types:
essay

_ : %-.ﬂ;evn -—ra.-»f T

Democratic nominee for Vice-President in 1956. )

At that time, Teanessce politics was dominated by E. H. Cromp of Memphis, TN. He
was one of the last of the political “bosses” and the press referred to him as “Boss Crump”. After
qﬂ-ﬂhhﬁnkthﬁhu::m:-:pin—uﬁ
Crump. exchanged pleasantries. Then out * Mr. McCanless,
ﬂd?@ﬂ'hhﬂ.“.mtapbtﬂl-“_m
My father said, *You are referring 1o the saying: Be ware of Greeks bearing gifts, which goes
back to the wooden horse used o captuse Troy.” That pretty much ended the conversation.

A couple of years later, my father went to Memphis and fired 2 man who worked for
him. This man was in charge of the state tax department in west Tennessee. He had filed a false
travel chaim for a trip my father could prove he did not take. The sticky part was that be was 2
part of the Crump pofitical machine, and he was also a close friend of Bobby Crump, E. H_
Mmmﬂh&—mﬂnphh_ﬁmhnﬂh
able to get him for a lot of little things later on. Dad had clearly put his job on the line.

My father stayed in Memphis knowing there would be a reaction. The next day the
Sheriff of Shelby County, the county that contzins Memphis, summonsed my father. The Sheriff
professed 10 be terribly upset by the firing of this man. He said he was so disturbed he left work
early, went 10 his farm in Mississippi, and got drunk. Then the Sheriff asked Dad if be would
withdraw the firing and let the man resign. My father agreed. That was all he ever heard of the
matter. From that time forward, the Memphis people treated him with the utmost cordiality. He
said that afier that, his relations with the Crump organization were betier than just about anybody
in the state government. E. H. Crump knew one thing, 0o cormuption would be tolerated in tax
operations of the State of Tennessee as loag as my father was in

In 1945, we were living in Nashville when Aunt Jen died. She left one third of the
Grange each to Granny, Aunt Margaret, and my father. It contained over 100 acres and it was
close to town. Dad gave some thought to buying the others out and living there. He did not
follow through. If be had, | guess | would have found out what work was. Instcad the family
sold the place for $45,000, which seemed like an immense amount of money 2t the time. The
new owner soon subdivided it. My father said 10 me on several occasions that he regretted having
sold the property. The house was used s a church for a little while. This pleased Granny very
much. However, it was ton down in stages and finally disappeared about 1970.

Dad resigned as tax commissioner in 1947, We moved back 10 Morristown, where Dad
resumed the practice of law.

My mother always has had a portrait of ber great “Aunt Anna™ on the wall. It is an
elegant painting of a lady in a magnificent gold frame. Mother and Dad had been marmied about
25 years when, one night at supper in Morristown, my mother, sister, and | began to talk about
the portrait of Aunt Anna and how elegant it was. Having remained silent on the subject for 25
years, my father volunteered she had always looked to him like she was getting ready to spit.
Sure enough, her lips are somewhat parsed. | have always felt like I should put & spitioon whene
she is aiming. My mother has never seen the humor in the situation.

The Tennessee Supreme Coun elected my father o be Teanessee Attorncy General. This
mi&ﬂd%nhd“mﬂa“hh#-
man named De Weldon to make a bronze statue of Sgt. York to be placed on the capitol
Mm?ﬂ*ahd“ﬁl&.hw-m&mw

3

Crump, E. H. Jen, Aunt
De Weldon, McCanless,

Series 4, Subseries C, Box 3, Folder 26

il SRS

York, Sgt.



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries C, Box 3, Folder 26
Tennessee Taylor Family Paper by McCanless, Geroge F., Jr. - Southern States
Image 14 104c03-26-000-0128  Contents Index  About

Names:
, Christel
De Weldon,
Ellington, Governor

Types:
essay

Dates:
Dec 1992

bronze sculpturer. His most famous work is the Marine monument of the Two Jima raising,
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Washington art and culture establishment.
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jail, long tables were set up with copious quantities of barbecue. There was also an abundance
of whiskey. Dad said that there was some fellow back in the jail and someonc took him some
whisky to enjoy. Then Dad added it was a dry coanty. Mrs. De Weldon could not believe it. She
suffered from that sort of provincialism which comes from associating exclusively with the right
sort of people. She said, “1 hope you were not the Attorney General.® "No,” He said. "1 was
the tax commissioner and responsible for enforcing all the alcobol laws in the State of
Tennessee.” She could not believe it

Dad was Tennessee Attorney General from 1954 through 1969. As a result, he had legal
responsibility for the acquisition of almost all of the real estate for the Interstate Highways in the
state. | doubt if any other lawyer has ever had the respossibility for the acquisition of so many
parcels of land.
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being Attorney General and Chancellor much more than being on the Supreme Court. He was
relatively isolated as a Supreme Court Justice and he missed the human interaction.

He passed away on June 4, 1992 at Vanderbilt Hospital. He was 2 great Vanderbilt fan
and it was fitting that he died on the campus. A few weeks before be died, he amazed my
daughter, Katherine W. McCanless (b.1972), by reciting extensively from Teanyson's poem
mmm&mqmmmwmmmﬂm
passages at my father’s funeral.

Like the rest of us, my father has his faults. The people who knew him all had their own
perspective of him. However, I think we would all agree that he was never dull.

This completes what 1 know about the Taylors in my family. I am very much indebted
to William M. Hale for his help in putting this together.

As my father often said, we are 2 bit peculiar. There have been successes and there have
been failures. Overall, | belicve, we have contributed 1o time and place in which we have fived.

George F. McCanless, Jr. Christmas 1992
14
Hale, William M. McCanless, George F.
Hardcastle, John McCanless, Katherine
Bachman W.
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