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CLAIBORNE 9

Kentucky in 1792. The first capitol of Tennessee was located at
Knoxville, where the Legistature on October 29, 1801, created
Claborne County from Grainger and Hawkins counties and
extended the southern boundary to Anderson County. The
Virginia tidewater aristocrat William C. C. Chaiborne was
selected 1o honor by using his name for the newly formed
county.

For the first few years, the Bovernor appomted magistrates to
govern the area. Archibald Roane, then serving as governor of
the new state, appointed John Carey, James Chisum, Isaac Lane,
Abel Lanham, joseph Nations, Cavender Newport, George Peal,
James Renfro, William Rogers, Mathew Sims, William Trent,
John Vanbebber, John Wallen, and Joseph Webster as justices of
the peace Joseph Cobb and Andrew Evins of Grainger County
wcre appointed 1o qualify these justices. On December 7, 1801
the first government of Claiborne County was organized at the
Powell Valley home of John Owens. Record keeping and a
fulcrum from which to operate necessitated a derk. but on the
first day of its existence the court Failed 1o fill this important
position. On the next day the Court of Pleas and Plenary Ses-
sions elected Walter Evans as dlerk. He served the county faith-
Fully and expertly for many vears. john Hunt was chosen as high
sherfi, an iy wmy office. espeaaly in the carh
years when the burgeoning ity was hlled with niany who
had rejected the laws of their previous homes east of the moun-
tams. Hunt was (o serve in this capacity several times. An able
Liwver, Luke Bowver was appointed solicitor with a salary of $12
for each court session. Ezekial Craft was elecred register. It was
significant that two men. Samuel Cloud and Fielding Lewis.
whose families are still influential in the county’s ecconomy and
politics, served as security. These men were bonded to insure

against fraud
Very soon there was a need to establish the center of the
county’s government nearer to the center of the county’s

population. john Owen's home in Powell Valley was within sight
of Cumberland Gap through which immigrants journeved. The
Kentucky Road ran southward from Powell Valley and in an
casterly direction through two communities eager to be
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“"“"”Jﬂm Hmmnmmm-h Tazewell
hof 3 g by Hazel Davis of Harrogate
ha-*hﬁ.j.ﬂanhi\'

chosen—Tazewell, named for the well-known Virginia
Tazewells, and Springdale, located on Linle Sycamore Creck
where many newcomers t

Benjamin Cloud or his amm had lived in Claborne
County for many years and his lively interest combined with
some imagination led him 10 publish in the Cladhorme Progress
accounts of old ume Tazewell. Tazewell was sclected as the
county seat over Springdale and according to Cloud’s account of
the legend, Tazewell won out because 100 many people over the
ridge in Springdale imbibed too freely for the exercise of the
franchise on decision day.

Fhus,the next session of the county coust met in Tasewell at
the bome of john Hum on Kentucky Road Walier Evans was
present to record the session. More imporantly, he also main-
rained legible and accurate records of legal actions in the county.
Justices of the peace present at this first Tazewell session were
Carey, Chisum, Lane, Lanham, Nations, Renfro, Trent, and

Evans, Walter Lane,
Hardin, E. J., IV Lanham,
Home of John Hunt Nations,
Hunt, John Renfro,
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to the peris = of his duties—there was then no
jniLAcmdeurununshoulymbuih.mhenphcedmnha
more secure stone and brick structure which still stands and s
currently used by the city of Tazewell for storage.
! Many actions needed to be taken to meet the necds of the
| county’s citizens, but the primary concern was the acquisition of
dtl:amlanda.'nutmdmaprmdmmuunmdunﬂlsw.
when even the western frontier disappeared.

Even in 1801 there were some citizens who needed assistance
simply to survive. In the earliest years, the court cared for needy
persons by single appropriations. John Murphy was low bidder
-rhma:ngrudwnmfwmpcrm[wsu,munmmeml

} cymurm.!nbctmhnoﬂalathecwnpremthehum
bidder, Drury Herrel, the sum of $108.75 for care of three

vell ] persons. In May of 1520 the court PP 4 an appropriation of
ate Smwwmﬁemrforanimﬁﬁdnalfnrapenndo[mmr.As
| the nnljuher of needy persons increased with the county’s
|- | mllfccmntypwrimummhﬁshdn:hwlhre
k | Qre again being allocated to the lowest bidder.
el | Throughout the first half-century of its life, the Chiborne
| County Court of Pleas and Plenary Sessions frequently meted
ne out frontier justice for such « offenses as trespass, bastar-
ith dy. assault and battery, murder, libel, theft, and disputes arising
bacd from interp } of ag b individuals and
he groups. The court had an enormous and complicated task in
of applying laws so that the citizens could five in a reasonable state
he of peace. Trespass was notac offense, buth iy often
he engaged the attention of the court. In May of 1812 2 woman
brought suit against a genth acquaintance for support of a
at child“whichhadbcenbegw:nm!wrhndyhylhcnid_..‘
as r g!ndcman.mmnawmd!wrilmfwtknuppunohhe
o child. In N ber of 1819 a b ly indictment was quashed
¥- ong s of a question of identity. The defendant was tried in
re the next court session under an alias indictment.
[ Libel charges were rare but the disposition of such cases by
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Elisha Wallen, Sr.. at Tazewell. Justices of the peace present
were Isaac Lane, Abel Lanham. Cavender Newport, George Jo Vs,
Real, James Renfro, William Rogers. and Joseph Webster. To 4 mll SR
defray the cost of government, the court st a real estate tax of ¥ hissary.
12¥%¢ per 100 acres, 25¢ for each black person. and $1 per capita s g
for white persons and for cach stud horse. In the February of Mr:ii sene
812 court session, oaly John Doughterty, Abel Lanham, and pia e,
Jobn Vanbebber were present. Despite this, the court proceed- Snp W
edmhandsa:‘prh:lm;g governmental requirements, such as ap- ﬂhbishnn-n‘ — Su:u'nh‘
pomntng artn 10 ad: thy «
s 0 adminster the sale of the estate of Ireland befor
.‘\_msmp'mionmrlhcrndufmh(rwﬂmn:ul waw
appmntal_'mnfp:oplcwwn'zumhegnndjun mn February u‘; mdnumﬂtnm!}u
the following year. The court in November of 1812 appointed e
Alexander Bales, George Campbell, Samuel Cloud, John "m:: =
Condry, William Condry, Robertson Dobbins, Lazarus Dodson, b B .
Elias Harnson, Thomas Huddleston, Hardy Hughes. Abraham ween these -
Hunter, Elijah Hursi, Amos Johnston, Nathaniel McNabb, : s
Thomas McVey, David Morse, John Neal. William Packer. oS Imn; fene
Michael Pearson, Peter Perryman. John Rogers. George Sharp, s :
John Sump T, James Vanbebber, Thomas Whined. Samuel mﬁmon o
Wiatt, and William Williams to grand jury duy. 8_179 e
The court in 1819 appointed the following jurors 1o form a S0 % e
p::m:l for the next circunt court: Peter Arnwine, John Baker ke
William Barnwell, Breamt Breeding, Alexander C.uﬂpbr". Mm& i
Michacl Cannon, Jacob Castle, Thomas Clark, Samud Cload, RS it
Daniel Cofelt, Robert Crockett, John W. Dowele, John Gravis, e e
j\?hn H;Jddlcsmu. Joseph Hunter, Tideance C. Lane, Leavis G l:oun
Morrs, James Overton, John Rhea. John Simmons, xmn =
Vanbebber, Jacob Vandeventer, and Beaufort W. \\'.xmd-{?’l‘tl: ,m'akm'h
court also appointed 26 men to serve as jurors when needed: inated i o
Isaac Bullard, John Carr. John Condry, George Ford, and john Sk
Hodges were included. a'adgﬂu;su
As late as February of 1820, Governor Joseph McMinn, as :‘ Andy !
heretofore, appointed members to the court. He appointed ,:.:mm e
William Graham, the architect, religious and educanional leader; Miles' -::;c
Archer Bales, George Brock, John Brock, Alexander Camphedl, lntnu:: §=
Aaron Davy, Mercurious Cook, John Evans, john Hoddlesion, Dc,w-'lg o
Names:
Arnwine, Peter Carr, John Doughterty, John Hunter, Abraham
Baker, John Castle, Jacob Dowele, John W. Hunter, Joseph
Bales, Alexander Clark, Thomas Evans, John Hurst, Elijah
Bales, Archer Cloud, Samuel Ford, George Johnston, Amos

Lane, Isaac
Lane, Tideance C.
Lanham, Abel
Martin, Salathiel
McMinn, Joseph,
Governor
McVey, Thomas
Morris, Leavis



Morse, David Perryman, Peter Simmons, John Whitted, Thomas

NcNabb, Nathaniel Real, George Sumpter, John Wiatt, Samuel
Neal, John Renfro, James Vanbebber, James Williams, William
Newport, Cavender Rhea, John Vanbebber, John Woodall, Beaufort W.
Overton, James Rogers, John Vandeventer, Jacob
Packer, William Rogers, William Wallen, Elisha, Sr.
Pearson, Michael Sharp, George Webster, Joseph
Places:
Claiborne County, TN
Types:

booklet



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:

Claiborne, Tennessee Book by Holt, Edgar A. - Southern States

Image 8  r04c03-30-000-0155

Names:
Barassions, James
Gaines,
Gammons,

Places:

Claiborne County,

Types:
booklet

Contents Index  About

pry Seres

present
George
ster. To
e tax of
ET Capita
ruary of
am, and
roceed-
b as ap-
estate of

n was (o
ruary of
pointed
i, John
Dodson,
braham
fcNabb,
Packer,
t Sharp,
Samuel

forma
Baker,
mpbell,
Cloud,
Gravis,

Leavis
James
L. The
eeded;
d John

inn, as
winted
leader;

npbell,
lleston,

TN

Taswell | Clabome & TV

= - —-.‘:__."’.Lv‘d._\"\.\ ic 3 o3

=3

CLAIBORNE 21
Joba:Huni, John Lynch, john Neil, and Josizh Ramsey. Many
of these men conti d 1o appear p incntly in the coumy’s

carly history.
Hugh Graham became known widely throughout his
dopted state of T hrough his real estate transactions,
his ready support of the religious and educati lactivities of his
brother William, and through purchases from the mercantile
blishments in Philadelphia and Bali . The Grahams
were Scottish Presbyterians who lived for some time in Northern
Ireland before they migrated 10 America. By 1830, Hugh had
carved a separate career with cmphasis on quality merchandise
and intellectual leadership.

Throughout most of his life as 2 merchant, Hugh Graham
made use of 2 new breed of wagon drivers to bring directly
10 Tazewell merchandise from such eastern port cities as
Philadelphia and Baltimore. Transportation of merchandise be-
tween these port cities by means of packet lines became routine
by 1830: from Baltimore 1o Tazewell WAEON trains were used.
The following illustrations reveals the costs of such transporta-
tion. On June 25, 1833, the wagoner Joseph Ryan received
$179 from Hugh Graham for hauling 1436 pounds of merchan-
dise from Baltimore 10 Tazewell. A month later another driver,
James B i - Grab $229.89 for hauling 4319
pounds of merchandise from Bali 10 Tazewell. By the
1830s Tazewell also had become a SLOppANg point on a stage line
that came down the Kentucky Road to Tazewell and on acToss
Clinch Mountain to southern points.

Graham also bought quality merchandise from such
Knoxville wholesalers as Gammons, Gaines, and Company, the
successors of Williams and Company. One such purchase orig-
inated in Charleston, South Carolina, on December 25, 1851,
and came part way by railway freight on the Western and Atlan-
tic Railroad. Graham bought much of his tobacco merchandise
from Andrew Tadlock of Harrodsburg, Kentucky. One such
shipment occurred on June 14, 1833, consisting of nine boxes of
Miles's “segars™at $11.68 per box, eight dozen paper cut and drv
tobacco at $8, and five boxes of tobacco at $84.50

Despite the presence of numerous prime settlement loca-

Gammons, Gaines & Hunt, John

Co. Lynch, John
Graham, Hugh Neil, John .
Graham, William Ramsey, Josiah
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OLD TIME TAZEWELL
remember, it was rumored that & negro insurrection was about to take
place on a certain night, all over the South. I lived through the late L . ¥
Civil War and witnessed but the excitement cansed by this a1
rumor surpassed anything that I ever witnessed. Every family for m‘!iillmﬂlhehl
several miles around eame to town that night. Several families came to .
Father's. We lived in the house northwest of the courthouse. It is till I S S
standing. It has s large stone chimney at the east side of it, with the Salls 2wt ¢
initials of my fatber's name cut in a stone not far from the top of it: Da was called the
owned at present by attorney John Davie. About thirty children came the Jeast. I was an
hmhﬁt@&nwﬂlﬂlmﬁu&ﬁh&amﬁmn Mr. Graham
had romping and playing, until about nine o'clock, when my mother Tazmwell, saeisted
came in and told us to be quiet, that perhaps we would all be killed be. left of the road, |
fwemluabmdumdﬂ.!mhhd.mud my EE—
head,and feared to draw 3 long breath for fear that I would be kiled | Zacing tha tmed. It
negroes. Large log heaps were in e
mmmm“mmﬁz‘?wwmﬂﬂ gl
gun, tomahawik, mowing blade, knives, axes, and every imaginable “hﬁ'mm‘
was brought to town. Gilham Quals came in with one of those m;ﬂb
little old-fashioned erooked reaping books, waving it in his hand, de. e Sl
claring that he would slay the negroes as be would come to them Men mh: .
on horsshack were sent in every direction to give the alarm. Lewis g
Garrett went in the direction of Jacksboro, Others were sent to Rut- e s
ledge and Knoxville, excitement that prevailed cannot be de- l-u::hwﬁm
cribed. A nge young Methodist preach rrived in town that from those e
evening and gave out an appointment to preach at early candle light. mmm
He took a fright and left. A colored preacher named Simon Gillaspie Reve. Wm. Willi
was seen talking with the stranger a short time before he left, and be Baptist, and Rev
was supposed to be a spy and Simon 2 conspirator. John Hunt, the Rogers of the Met
sheriff, ordered Simon to walk into the dungeon. He declared his inno- and most of their
eence, but of no avail. The sheriff drew his pistol and came very near worship God and b
shooting him. Simon laid in jail that night. A very truthful and honest over the river of d
citizen of Knox County, Wm. McPherrin by name, said that he got +  will flourish, notw
news that a large body of negroes was coming that way, and to put cut tomb.
the fire and flee to the woods. He said that his wife was very sick at Mr. Graham -
that time and he was at a loss to know what to do. He finally carried 3
2 bed out into the cattle lot, and then he carried his wife. Although she S -y
was very tall and large and he was a small man he managed to get her f from bondage
there and lay her on the bed. He then put a cow bell around his neck 1530, H o
which be would occasionally rattle. Afterwards he would always langh &0 g p
heartily when the negro war, as it was called, was mentioned. My F their freedom and
father was in Kentucky at that time. The news reached him that Taze- | servants away em;
well was burned to ashes. He hastened home and was delighted to find money to defray t
4
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Benjamin Cloud, Sr., and Family

THE NAMES OF THE FIRST SHERIFFS

IﬁJﬂhﬂHml(r.IsueC.IAme,l{r Joshua Chapman, were
- . ¥,
our first sheriffs. Mr. Gmmeduﬂmiﬂo{mmnty

A SHORT SKETCH OF THE HI.
BENJAMIN CLOUD, SR., ANDS;I“?I]I‘{}:L{J'F

owned and lived on Front Street on the
next lot from Herman Hugh's store
property, owned several servants,

Mmtﬂlmd&faﬂm
B. F. Shultz, our townsman, who had been & leading merchant of our
town a number of vears.

Bethena Cloud married a Mr. Smith of West Tennessee, and made
their home in that part of the state. I have no knowledge of their fam-
ily except their oldest daughter, Adelade, who used to visit her rela-
tions in Tazewell. Benjamin F. Cloud, the oldest son, was a very
prominent citizen; owned several town lots and a large boundary of
land, and many servants also. He was circuit clerk of this county. His
wife was Mahulda Shults, a daugh of George Shults of Big Syea-
more.

Benjamin Cloud, Sr. sold his town property to B. F. Cloud, his
son, and left Tazewell and settled on a fine farm not far from Rose
Hill, Lee County, Virginia, and spent the remaining portion of their
days on this farm. Betsey and Alie never married. They died many
years ago. Benjamin F. Cloud, Jr., preferring a country life, built a
comfortable dwelling house on what is known as the Bald Hill over-

&3
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Mr. O’ Daniel and the Posey Heirs

gs d in its stead; but they do not look
half as beautiful as did this old double log house and its nice orchard
mlﬂmdmﬂyAOnthehmmbeymd%hmmmm
largebrkkaudemy.rhﬁetbmt}untwrhndmedmudu

log house was only considered a farm house. Old Mr. Posey
owned a large boundary of land on the north and east of Tazewell,
owned many servants, carried on farming very extensively, and
mmﬂiﬂnﬁm . He died before my recollection, and his
widow Ir.O’Duid.Htmatu;rpkaan:,niu:mking
ﬂﬂﬂﬂln-m m&dﬂ‘l maiden name was Chadwell. She was
a very old . She died in
poing Lot lady. May 1523, or not far
The Posey heirs then took possession of their father’s estate. Mr.
O'Daniel left Tazewell I know nothing more of his history.
I do not know how many heirs Mr. Posey left. I ean only call to
mind three sons and three daugh and [ only ber the names

i

I have no recollection of Benjamin and Bennett. They left Taze
wollmdutd:dink‘mmckj-.lﬂswﬁwrgem;mnicd
Bethena Rolin. They lived together a few years and separated, leaving
her two small children to be cared for: Susan and Elizabeth. After
they arrived to womanhood, they married two brothers named Cline.
George Posey died in Kentucky over forty years ago. His widow mar-
rndHr.Ritter,Mkﬁu&uﬂkdinTmSunnCﬁm.ﬂuir
hu@m.m:mmmmdwm“ﬂﬁﬁm
Annie married James Ball of Kentucky. They emigrated to Texas.

m

Cline, Susan Posey,
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