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TRAVELLERS REST

“Why Travellers’ Hest? the visitor may ask,

What is 1o be seen horo?

T i a howser that reaches back to the bogiomings of Tennes-
soe, when this was the nation's westem frontier, %ewnd that,
I s bl on Bocian burtnl groonds that reach more than 600
years hack —long before Colwmbis” discovery of America,

Mare lmpmmlgl.mTuwllm' Hent s the howse where some
of the most fatoful decisions in our mtion's history were mide,
The feel of owr conntry's reach westward is still Jocked in
these walls.

For John Overton, the Vieginia-born lawyer and judge who
wan swopt wost by the same great surge that brought Andrew

ackson 1o Teonessoe (n 1758, had one groat profect in oiind
much of his life: to place his close Iriend, Jackson, in the
White House.

The visitor today can stand in lhu?:.olpulnrnndhnw
that before this freplace Overton st for long hours In deep
conversation with  President Jackson, with Sam  Houston
(batller of the Republic of Texas and the State of Texas) and
with many of the other famous men of his day,

The nume of this house indicates the hospitality of the home,
even in the long yours of Overton's bachelothood. Overton,
a shight, shrewsd man wheo was known for his ability to stroteh

lar, nevertheless maniged to dress well, live well and
make his guests comfortable with good food and wine,
He wis a man of influence in Tenessee politios almost from
the moment of his arrival, and wus often ealled on to preside

over stule ovcasions, The Parlor, Reom of History

Iﬁ ,-Iﬂ
1 ol
' )

Names:
Houston, Sam Overton, John, Judge Warfield, Francis B.
Jackson, Andrew Traveller's Rest
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 OVERTON MEETS RACHI
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Names:
Carr, Dabney Jackson, Andrew Overton, John Robards, Mrs.
Donelson, Rachel Jefferson, Thomas Overton, Waller Short,
Donelson, Samuel Lafayette, Overton, William Waller, Mary
Jackson, Orr, Mary T., Mrs. Robards, Lewis Washington, George
Types:

booklet
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Names:
Astor, G. Jackson, Robards, Captain Robards, Rachel
Donelson, John, Mrs. Overton, Donelson
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17, 0704, n Dloeias
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‘with which was recd. in
West Tetmessen at that time will 7

. M Overton wrole I
M‘Wum its (Ten-
nessor's) Isulated & dangerons situ-
atloh, surrounded on every side by
a wilderness & by hostile Indians,
el that there was no madl estals
Tiskiedd HiEl about 1797, as well as |
recollect.”

Not only were Overton and Jack-
o fated i their law i
andl family life they were also busi-

lows Himes,

Names:
, Rachel Overton, John Winchester, James,
Jackson, General
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Names:
Cumming, David Middle Cumberland Pinkley, Frederick Winchester, Marcus
Ferguson, Robert Graves Swint, Henry Lee
Jackson, Overton, Winchester,
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Conrt—a ol that Owvortan wis 1o hold from 1804 1o 1510,
In 1811, ton bocare a fidge on the tewly foraed
prome Conrt of Exror wnd A s wiltten later.
collected and s:l;ﬂm sorvid urﬂhwm in
establishing judicial precedent In Tennosee,

The Superior Court mot in the thive sotions of Tennessee
at different tes of the yeaur, wl many of the lottors betwoen
Overton anil Jacksn covered thoir transactions while one o
the other of them was i court n Knosyille,
e

I Rathon ms i g £ .
students 1o “reud u’&ﬁ" i his offiee. e
his oftice downtown and sometimes i the tiny brick building
fon the fromt yare of Travellers' Best—six miles from the conrt
Do, Tlist small biitding, which burned yours ago, has beon
recomstructed on the ndm site,

There are indications young men From other parts of
the state tmes baarded at Travellers” Rest while they
studiod Law with Overton, He adkded two rooms to his original
T i ISEL ineluding the ulll.hﬁ room across the hall
he parkor. AL that thine too, o | o wits adlded upstaies.

l::l:hh.llm Iim& Oworton was Inyhnllllll;::hlﬂk tir cover
wl Ishides with peaches, pears, apples and grapes. Much
of It wont into wine and hmdy—lmm&r his Inlrh‘u‘ﬂd e
and for shipment to New Orleans and othor markets. In 1512,
he bought pear ll||ln Trom New Jersey, and he wis constuntly
X g pliant slips from his own mursery with those raised
hy i g farmers.

His cotton bronght top prices on the New Orleans market,
:ﬁm AB3E b sold moarly 20,000 pounds. He laid out vegetable

wir

and Detween 15106 and 1833 incroased
the mmbier of slaves on his farm from 18 10 50

SAM HOUSTON. LAW PARTNER

In 182 ﬂldﬂwm ar young men in Tonnmh ,
Saine Houston, becanie | Taw partoer. Three 0
Touston waseected o congress. and i 17 Houmton becamm
soventh gaverar of T e gl ml!m tall

et / ISouuiiat et Bave olker tsome
' . ot Travellors’ Rost wnd sit |
i WA oW 16 e West,
spring : Ia;!s‘\l:‘b w' o I w&lﬂ‘l u]
{ ] wis
o his political career: his g..m il of three months,
the former Eliza Allon of Sumner County, left him forever.

1t was the end, in & way, of Houston's prospeets as presiden-
il candicate. That separation and the divorce that followed

Houston, Sam
Jackson,

About
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Overton’s Desk with Fumly Bible and Letter from Long timie
Frtenad Andrewe Jucksm

mystified historlans for tions, for neither Houston nor
his baide would kfj the multer to anyone,

The impact on on st have been .ﬂ‘.’lﬁm Jackson's
wife, Rachel, had died a fow months before, on Decembwr
22 1828, just as Jackson was about to leave Nashville to be
|I'Illlﬂlflllﬂll President. His journey to Washington—far from
tri hearted, empty ordeal of loneliness,
e, seene of vears

I a5 i heavy
and sorrow h|m§hhuvy over Overton s
af rl Tor this day.
acksan had to miss Houston's wedding, on Janwary 22,
1829—fust a month after Hachel’s duth.n%he wedding was
at the home of the hride’s father, moar Gallatin, and the bridal
W foude straight to Nashville to visit varions friends, in-
?Uwrlmnl'r Hers' Rest, The of fealinisy
nnﬂ:. !hllthlt‘ipd hlhtru:‘ng those visits, It turned :‘:‘i
were the misery that brought on the ration
dlrm'l::( the Hnuslmz s

Overton,
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, Rachel Lea, John M., Mrs. Overton, White, James,
Brinkley, Robert, Lewis, William B. Overton, Anne General
Mrs. May, Francis, Dr. Overton, Elizabeth
Eaton, John H. May, Mary Overton, John, Jr.
Jackson, McConnell White White, Hugh Lawson
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Burr, Aaron Hamilton, Alexander Overton, John
Dickinson, Charles Jackson, Overton, Thomas
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ware constuntly t Turge teaets of land in the Nash-

il wren, and fackson satd he had paid Overton for s cortain

’ on the Obed River, Overton sl b had o recon
i i ool belng able

S am now to write, not abile to set

\ Bed, sior have | been able to bardly ncrow

| the howse sinee | was taken,” the frail, g an

wreo 1o Juckson on Septembior 24, 1808 "My mwmory has

minich fudlod me, ot recoll whint pussed respecting the

j trumaction you allde , . .
1 cannot e posdtive, except of one thing, that vou are

right, helicving ylzuuhnpublu of stating us o certaluty unless
It were so. Therefore the land on Obed you will not constder
as ander any incumbrance from me, a1 know my memory
has failed me extremely Since my present illness.”

Cralg Abuseum When Juckson was off at war or on government business,

Cioit War Vignette (or exhibit)

5
e
Z

Names:
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Lotters indicate that Overton did visit Jackson at the White
Howse at least twice, but he was oot there for either fnag-
ration.

OVERTON AIWISES THE PRESIDENT
I June, mmmmmm-muﬁ
mem matters, and on June 16, 1
from Travellen” Rest, Overton wrote his unalysis of the manen-
3 n's opponents in the East hid used 10 try to defoat

vors
the

2 2
.
Names:
, Rachel Eaton, Peggy, Mrs. Jefferson, Overton,
Eaton, John H. Jackson, O'Neale, Peggy
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Battle of Nashville Eaton, Peggy Maxwell, Harriet Overton, John, Jr.
Eaton, John Jackson, Virginia Van Buren, Martin
Eaton, Mrs. Maxwell House Overton, John
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Forrest, Nathan
Bedford, General

Hood, John B.,
General

Series 4, Subseries C, Box 3, Folder 31

Jackson, W. M,
General

Lee, Stephen D.,
General

sealedd the doom of the Southern
army, some historans believe,

John Overton, Jr, son of the
builiber of Travellers” Rest, was a
i of great wealth and threw his
Bwme apen te the commander of the
Conlederate forees, Gen, John B
Hondl, fo e as his heachquarters dir-
ing the twi weoeks preceding the
Liatthe,

Hood, who hac just sulfered hu-
miliating defeat at the Batthe of
Franklio, lved out some dramatic
andd terrible moments in this house,
It was here that he conferred with
other genorals on his stalf about

v punishoent for one of their
nwinber for Bis part in the events that
lod 1o that defeat,

It wis i those cold Dacombier
days too that General Hood, in this
hnise, laiel plas for tabing Nashville
wwiny from the Usidon forces that lud
ocoupied the city lor thive years.
Andd while his ragged army hnddlod
arenmiel thin camp fives in the snowy
Tl aronimel this hinse, Mrs, Over-
ton siffered at their cold ad hunger.

O night during those tense two
weeks, Mis. Overton had as guests
at ber dinner table seven Conled-
erate generals, Hood, Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest, Stophen 1), Leo, Ed-
awind W Pettus, Wo M. Jackson,
Jummes K Chalmers and Benjamin F.
Choathum, 1t was, Mrs. Overton said,
the prondest moment of her lile,

The Garden

g

Overton, John, Jr.
Overton, Mrs.
Pettus, Edmund W.,

General
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of the hill, and row after row of Union men were killed as |
they made a determined charge up the weky slopes and over
the ledges

There s no accurate count of the casualtios there, but
obwervers then said the hillside was “Blue with Unton bodies.”

But that was oie of the few Confederate victorles in the
twordday® battle, and at the close of the second day, in a down-
Ipuu alf makn andd sleet, the batterod Southern army beat o
Hoody retreat southward, all across the hills ane frozen fields
of this area

Nobody studies the Battlo of Nushville without retracing
the steps of the soldiers who fought on Peach Orchard 10
in that grim December of 1864,

And nobody in the Overton family forgot one of the sad
uftermaths—ihe arrival of Union forces o take possession of
the house and all its contents. Acvarding to Joln Overton's
nts of the house—Rirniture,
el osks —ware Towded on 40 wagons wnd takon
wwiy forever, Ouly the Tamily silver was saved by some of
the Overton sorvants.

PRESIDENT TAFT VISITS

Yoars later, John Overton, Jr. did recover bis home and some
of his other property, He was long active in Dusiness and In

‘.ﬁ oporating the farm. A leador in civie alfairs, he entertained
1 (4o Ay proj 1 here, ineliding Judge Willimn Howard
Falt, in 156
| When Taft (later President) saw the Confoderate Hag on
k ﬁ the will of the dining room at Travellerns' Rest, he jokingly
e asked Mrs, Overton to identily it
—a . “You are looking ot the flag of my country,” she replied
with some feeling. And as Judge Talt left the dining room,
g ; ton walked out on to the lawn and picked up one
G J 2 ¢ cannonballs sl ying there, Teily shie handed it to Talt
’-. | Repose at Trivellers” Rest i, “You sent it to us hot, 1 returm it to you cold,”
\' halls dicd not vanish easily
Buit when the ico thawed and the Union general in command iber 12, 1598, amd his
‘q\ at Nushville struck at the sketehy Confedorate lnes that Gen: wile soon alter, wnd Travellers” Rest became the property of
oral Hood hid hurriedly thrown across the city's southern their son, May Overton, .
bowder, disaster for the Confederacy was everywhere, The Through the yeurs after the Civil War, many changes in
2kmile e of defense that ended n Overton's peach archard, the house had been marde Long Victorian windows were built
on @ Wil near the house at Travellers' Rest, was under heavy to the floor, wd a poreh wis added to o side ontranee, Stale
bombardment, And there are many family stories of the loog ways wore moved, and there wore other straotural ehanjges
hours when women and children of the household huddled May Overton, with two of his brothers and other bisiness
“‘illll the servants for protection in the stone-walled basoment men here, sized a large horse-breeding establishiment (o
.nl.!ruslllv Hest, 1564, and cllers’ Rest contioned in that tradition wntil
A I'he Confederate forces assigned to holding that eastern end the property finally pussed out of the hands of the family n
I o8 of the Confederate line set up their defenses across the top 035 At that time, Jacol MeCGavock Dickinson, a groatgrand- 29

Taft, Willliam
Howard, President

Names:
Dickinson, Jacob
McGavock
Hood, General

Overton, Mrs.

Overton, John
Taft, Judge

Overton, John, Jr.
Overton, May
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sun of old Judge John Overton, sold the howse 1o a Nashville
phynluuu. D Johi B Youmans, 1t was Youmans wheo sold
he property to the Lonisville & Nashville Raflroad in 1951,

COLONIAL DAMES HESTORE TRAVELLERS' REST ©

The Nutional Society of the Colonial Dames of America
I Tennessee made vallant effort to have the historic property
preserved, and in 1054, the LEN Railroad gave the hovse and
the three aores where it stanis to the Colontal Diunes, About
10 vears later, the L&N added a gift of the field In fromt of
tlwhuma,w 1o the driveway to the hovse could be restored

thing like its o in ) Overton's duy,

Trnvn;ll&'l Thest mM poor phy mdmuﬂllun when the
Colonia £ preservation and restoration pro-
rull‘n]l ' Inlll':?:u:‘l’wt nuw'::oul:hullnoldm

en, b call i exports to guide e in authentic restors
tion of the house to Iup:ppuw when Judie Overton lived

here.
I"oﬂml)‘ men‘hnl milite pecords of all
e e e i

v the © ur! lo cont of eul W

;ym A research committee stadled those reconds, consilied
architoets and experts in historic proservation. Charles Peter-
son, of the National Park Scﬂtw. Inﬂ Henry K, ]udﬂ. s
of the National Park Service,
of the howse and advised on the way ;lnir\nm partitions,
st bo remaved to pe 'lhohnunlmi to the way

X3
They examined layors of 1o findd the orginal, wnd,
mlhdnlmmmthl whmdmlwmmﬁ:
o justify having it Sor the oo today. Francls
Warlield, Charles W. Warterfiold and Clinton K Brash, 111
Nushwille wrehiteets, wore comuliants on much of the work.
s I interior decoration midvised the Colonial Dames o
de fumiture, sitver and landscaping o the lmllm

Tlnu;h comparatively fow of the Tenishings Ovamn's
Iunemllnmmﬂwnwwli&mm,a of the
pkmhwumdﬂulmmdmdlhuyhmd Nushville.

Beciue of the Indian_ civilization on lﬁl st
hmd‘dul‘ywnn{: e Colonial Dames, i 194 opened

dmwlmawldguﬂwlmdmﬂ
Unele Claibore by Howgand Weeden o JNe o5 et
By Monwa rm;gl the Mlddh Gumhurlmd Culturn, dating s 1|r
of the Drick buildings at the back of the home, the musenm

a

Names:
Brush, Clinton E., III Judd, Henry E. Warfield, Francis B. Weeden, Howard
Colonial Dames of Overton, Judge Warterfield, Charles Uncle Claiborne
America Peterson, Charles W.
Types:
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shows something of the way of e of what archeoligists now
call the Middle Comberland Culturo, dating as far back as

e
was the western frontier and Overton devoted much of his
Il to putting the first “Westorner” —Andrew Juckson—in the
White House,

May, Mary

McConnell White,

Mrs.

photograph

Index

About

Middle Cumberland
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Dates to Remember About
John Overton and his home, Travellers” Rest

April 9, 1766, John Overton was bom i Louisa County, Va.

1790, Began practicing law in Nashville

1796, bought first trct of Tand at Travellons’ Kest
1708, beggans bukling ravellers’ est

1804 Lo 1810, judge on Superior Conrt of Tenneseo
1812, added rooms to Travellers” Rest

Mrs. Mary McGonnell White May, daughier
T e s White, ounder of Kncrvils

1821, began mafor adeitions 1o hose Travellers’ Hest
1824, managed fint campalgn of Androw Juckson for Pres-
fddent

1528, managed firnt successful campaign of Jackson for Pres.
ident

1830, entertuined I‘-ﬁ Eaton and Secretary of War Eaton
at Travellen’

April 12, 1833, died at Travellers’ fies

Culture Museum

Overton, Judge

White, James,
General
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1847, Jobw Owerton, Jr. mareied Harriet Vieginia Maswell for
whom he named Maswell Howse Hotel

(3] bser, 18EH, Confederate I .iim.ljnhnli Hlowxl,
weed Travellors” Rest as hoadguarters belore Battle of
Nashwille,

Devember, 1864, Seven Confederate gonorals had dinmer 1o-
gether here, as guests of Overtons

Decomber 15 and 16, 1864, Bloody battle of Peach Orchiard
il ar Travellens” Hest

1505, William Howard Taft (Jater Presidont] dined here
December 12, 1808, John Overton, Jr. died hore,

1938, MoGavock Dickinson, greatqgrandson of John Overton,
sold Travellers” Rest to D John B Youmans

1950, Dy, Youmans sold Travellors” Rest to L&N Railroad

1954, LaN gave Travellers’ Best o Colonlal Dirmes for preses-
vation wnd restoration

Late 1050's, Judye Overton's brick office, in front yard, was
relniift

161, LaeN Rallroad gave an additional 10 avres of Jand 10
Colonial Dames

1964, musewm of Tndian relics was dedicated

1972, beick musowm baildling and visitoes center was added

Names:
Colonial Dames Hood, John B., Maxwell, Harriet Taft, Willliam
Dickinson, General Virginia Howard, President
McGavock L & N Railroad Overton, John, Jr. Youmans, John B.,
Maxwell House Hotel Dr.
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booklet
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The National Society of
Colonial Dames of America In Tennessce
Founded July 7, 1506 !
%
PHESIDENTS L
Mrs, Willkam Dudley Gale 1596 1002
Mrs, Overton Lea 1 1912
Mrs. Jumes Pilcher 10121914
Mes. James H. Kirkland 1914 1019
Mrs, Frink Ring 19190- 1036
Mrs, Robert ¥, Jackson 1936 1940 I
M, Charles C, Trabue JO40- 1044 -
: g Mrs Samuel H, Orr 1044 1148
M, James 5, Fraeor 1148 152 ._I!
John Overton, 17661833 by Halph Ear S Houston, Laww Partner Mrs. Edwin N, Cralg 1952 1056
Mrx | W, E. Moore 16056 11060 L
Mors. Julian Walton Ransom 1 10064
Mrs. Andiew Bell Benedict, Jr. 1964 1067
Mrs, Robert 1, Herbert, |r. 18MH7- 10650 e
Mes, Ben, Drake Smith Gambill 1900 1071 Lk
Mrs. Muxwell Carr Payne 19711073
Mrs. Francs Russell Camphell W

apyrge € P00 by Trmellers Rem
Overton ay State Suprene Court fulge M. John Overton mut?wamh
Names:
Benedict, Andrew Earl, Ralph Jackson, Robert F., Payne, Maxwell Carr,
Bell, Jr., Mrs. Frazer, James S., Mrs. Mrs. Mrs.
Campbell, Francis Gale, William Kirkland, James H., Pilcher, James, Mrs.
Russell, Mrs. Dudley, Mrs. Mrs. Quest, Dan
Colonial Dames Ganbill, Benjamin Lea, Overton, Mrs. Ransom, Julian
Presidents Drake Smith, Mrs. Moore, J. W. E., Mrs. Walton, Mrs.
Craig, Edwin N., Herbert, Robert D., Orr, Samuel H., Mrs. Ring, Frank, Mrs.
Mrs. Jr., Mrs. Overton, John Trabue, Charles C.,
Davis, Louise Houston, Sam Overton, John, Mrs. Mrs.
Littleton
Types:
booklet painting
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, Rachel 5, 8,9, 13

Allen, Eliza 8

Astor, G. 4

Battle of Nashville 14

Benedict, Andrew Bell, Jr., Mrs. 20
Brinkley, Robert, Mrs. 9
Brush, Clinton E., III 17

Burr, Aaron 10

Campbell, Francis Russell, Mrs. 20
Carr, Dabney 3

Chalmers, James R., General 15
Cheatham, Benjamin F., General 15
Colonial Dames of America 17
Colonial Dames Presidents 20
Colonial Dames 19

Craig, Edwin N., Mrs. 20
Cumming, David 6

Davis, Louise Littleton 20
Dickinson, Charles 10

Dickinson, Jacob McGavock 16
Dickinson, McGavock 19
Donelson, John, Mrs. 4

Donelson, Rachel 3

Donelson, Samuel 3

Earl, Ralph 20

Eaton, John H. 9, 13

Eaton, John 14, 18

Eaton, Mrs. 14

Eaton, Peggy, Mrs. 13

Eaton, Peggy 14, 18

Ferguson, Robert 6

Forrest, Nathan Bedford, General 15

Frazer, James S., Mrs. 20
Gale, William Dudley, Mrs. 20

Ganbill, Benjamin Drake Smith, Mrs. 20

Hamilton, Alexander 10
Herbert, Robert D., Jr., Mrs. 20
Historic Traveller's Rest 1
Hood, General 16

Hood, John B., General 15, 19
Houston, Sam 2, 8, 20
Jackson, Andrew 2, 3, 18
Jackson, General 12

Jackson, Robert F., Mrs. 20
Jackson, W. M, General 15

Jackson, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 13, 14

Jefferson, Thomas 3
Jefferson, 13

Judd, Henry E. 17

Kirkland, James H., Mrs. 20
L & N Railroad 19
Lafayette, 3

Lea, John M., Mrs. 9

Lea, Overton, Mrs. 20

Lee, Stephen D., General 15
Lewis, William B. 9

Maxwell House Hotel 19
Maxwell House 14

Maxwell, Harriet Virginia 14, 19
May, Francis, Dr. 9

May, Mary McConnell White, Mrs. 18
May, Mary McConnell White 9
Middle Cumberland Culture Museum 18
Middle Cumberland Graves 6
Moore, J. W. E., Mrs. 20
Nashville, TN 1

O'Neale, Peggy 13

Orr, Mary T., Mrs. 3

Orr, Samuel H., Mrs. 20
Overton, Anne 9

Overton, Elizabeth 9

Overton, John, Jr. 9, 14, 15, 16, 19
Overton, John, Judge 2

Overton, John, Mrs. 20

Overton, John 3, 5, 7, 10, 14, 16, 20
Overton, Judge 17, 18

Overton, May 16

Overton, Mrs. 15, 16

Overton, Thomas 10

Overton, Waller 3

Overton, William 3
Overton, 4, 6, 8,9, 11,12, 13
Payne, Maxwell Carr, Mrs. 20
Peterson, Charles 17

Pettus, Edmund W., General 15
Pilcher, James, Mrs. 20

Pinkley, Frederick 6

Quest, Dan 20

Ransom, Julian Walton, Mrs. 20
Ring, Frank, Mrs. 20

Robards, Captain 4

Robards, Lewis 3

Robards, Mrs. 3

Robards, Rachel Donelson 4
Short, 3

Swint, Henry Lee 6

Taft, Judge 16

Taft, Willliam Howard, President 16, 19
Trabue, Charles C., Mrs. 20
Traveller's Rest 2

Uncle Claiborne 17

Van Buren, Martin 14

Waller, Mary 3

Warfield, Francis B. 2, 17



Warterfield, Charles W. 17 Winchester, James, General 5

Washington, George 3 Winchester, Marcus 6
Weeden, Howard 17 Winchester, 6
White, Hugh Lawson 9 Youmans, John B., Dr. 19

White, James, General 9, 18
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