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In Huntsville there are numercus parks and -
located. These parks offer badm , LW?“’“IHI"‘MM is centrally

areas, fishing rodeos, and other forms of recreation

The County ftself is located near the center of the reputed world's largest inland fresh-water
fishing preserve Nearly 2000 miles of lakeshore are within a few miles of the County. These features
combine to make 3 fisherman’s paradise. Ample game will also be found for the hunter.
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Perhaps the most important form of recreation Is derived from the County's picturesque
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Keller and Rupert Hughes; Carrie Nation of probubition fame; Jefferson Davis, President of the
Confed States of A ica; William Jenni Bryan, the Silver Tongued Orator; Booker T
Washington, the famous Negro leader and educator; and the infamous Asron Burr, Viee President of
the U. S, who duelled with and killed the patriot Alexander Hamilton.

Many natural wonders may be seen in the County, such as the natural cavern on Maonte Sazo
known as “Natural Well”. This well is estimated by Geologists to be over 50 million years old and
may be turned into 5 leading attraction with a small amount of promotion and development Other
natural wonders include Shelter Rock, Wildcat Glenn, Brigands Cavern, Vanishing Falis, Hell's Half

Lover's

Brabam Spring. With the exception of Shelta Cavern, located near the Country Clab and east of
:':Hi Pike—and Braham Spring—located nesr Huntsville Park—all of these wonders are located
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Huntsville, as the focal point of this industrial segment,
lion persons are in a 200 mile radius). Too, within the last decade,
plants and factories. Thess indusiries. producing over fifty differen
pled with the older cotton factories, large nurseries, wa:.er-crus

MIGHT ICINI. MUNTIVILLES MPFTRIOM 5T, LOGKIMG SOUTH, 1938

velopment—have greatly increased the industrial payrell and business activities of the County. While
the County ranks seventh in population and twentieth in area, it is the seventh largest market in Ala-
bama—in terms of retail sales This gives the residents of Madison County one of the largest average in-
comes in the State; and the relative worth of the income is even greater due to comparatively low
tuxes, low-cost electric power, (lowest residential rate in the State) and sbundant water supplies. Also,

low cost natural gas will be available in 1951

is a large retail trading center (8 mil-
there has been a marked incresse of
Tent types of indestrial products, cou-

: . growing, and the great U VErn-
ment arsenals—concerned with ordnance, chemical products, rocket research. and guided n—s.lssg:: de-
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umstitutional offices of the County, also housed the public library and market house. Here, too,
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In 1838 the first courthouse was sold at auction and construction of the second courthouse
begun on the site of the present building. Thmdmhbcﬂdin;mmtdmﬂr::
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condition and the necessity for larger dati it was decided to raze this building and the
present structure was built at a cost of $85,000 for building and furnishings. This courthouse is Tec-
os;nmdum_nfgxsﬁhng ples of Colonial archit in the South The pure stone
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In addition to the house, public buildi 1 the jail, courthouse annex market
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corner of Gallatin street and Fountain Row (Bank street) in Hunisville
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the Oid South and the New, where a rich and eventful past blends with theyrogress of modern life. The
city, named for John Hunt, the first settler in the community, is situsted virtually in the center of
muﬂl;::’;“&mﬁ:ﬂh’ 4 - m“‘.
s “Big Spring”, source of the present water . formed
the nucleous for the South's first public water system, and has been a landmark of interest to visitors
lﬂmhmm:wﬁﬂ.wﬁyhmhm.ﬂhndﬂymdm—
wmmwm.mmmmmh-mmm
mmhﬁluuhﬂg:?tlﬂﬁin“ 1 and fossil ins Hunts-
known as “The Dogwoods™ as hundreds of these beautiful planted
since 1942 when the project was begun. % .
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that widespread diversification of crops has been practiced. Giving great impetus to diversification
has been the World Wars. After each war there have been large increases in the price of foodstuffs,
and farmers began turning to the raising of grains, garden products, and livestock raising Much
emphasis has been placed, too, on soil conservation practices. Although Madison County still is—and
will remain—a large cotton producing County, the many fluctuations of the cotton market over the
hslhundmdym:huld\nomhertnln!wm:thuthmmdwnﬂ;. Another reason was the ap-
pearance of the Mexican Boll Weevil—which has still not been conguered—in 1810
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s which time the showed
Wiﬂu:u of stable, conservation, and 9% native-born -+
citizens, con-
Evidencing the growth of the County are the following census figures:
Year
= Popaistion Per Cemt Year Pepulation Per Cent
e ﬁ 1880 es 03
1820 17481 ﬁl‘ llg g:: e
ﬁ gg -.‘: 1810 47,041 I:.::
- 1920 $1,268
1850 242 8 1930 GLE3T a‘:
1860 26451 9 1940 66333 308
1870 3287 1’0 1850 TR032 1009
Note: mmkmuwm-—mm but if the current trend continues,
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g of money each year
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to be d d to the jon and of the highway system in his district. Approxi-
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bulldozer, three graders, ten trucks, and other misceil quipm M wtilization
:dnr.incyn d, ¥ , by the isk of a central pool of special, heavy road -
machinery—dirt movers, concrete mixers, loaders, lowboys, and 5 Idi chine. These items are
made available throughout the County. In addi C their ma- l
ch when ci

mmdmmhmmwww.m
ﬂmmmummmmmwm&mww‘mmmn}e
roads; stock 3 d toll-gate ikes and for many years the County used convict
labor. Too, roads were maintained by requiring every able-bodied male to do duty in road building
hmmwm.wnmmmmﬁmmwdq.mﬁmd_mﬂhs
m-whdwtt&mmlMMMd,,“ and the : for con-
struction of rosds for the cammon benefit of all, public road and ‘became
almaost the entire responsibility of the Board of Commissioners. Today, not only does the County
have a vast network of improved roads and high built by ! hinery, tools, and meth-
ods; but alse the County employs a college trained, State approved. County Engineer o provide
expert advice and planning

It is widely known that Madison County’s road system is sirpassed by none in Alsbama  This
||' has been made possible because of the intense interest and desire by the citizens of the County %
provide better roads h&haﬂ.&qmmmumnmmmmuwm
| additional for this purp and they have elected Commissioners who, on the whole,
- have done a creditable job of and jining the roads. Too, not enough credit can be
| given 1o the employees who have worked hard and long at this tremendous task. wuumm
mmmmﬂmmmmnhmmnmm

l son County with a saperior system of local roads.
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The County Board of Public Welfare is composed of seven persons appointed the Board of
Commissioners, and also usually includes 3 member of the latter in the total Tmzﬁtycom
ing Body has equal authority in selecting the membership of the Welfare Board, and one
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Probate Judge $ 3500 Commissioners Court 19,000
o Cillestor 1.600 Highways & Equipment 530009
Tax Assessor -— 4.500 Board of Registrars — 300
Register 00 Health = 19,000
Sheriff 9,400 Welfare Department . 54000

y = 7.500 5 P o

— &Bidg 7,400

Hospital —— 12000 i - 10,300
e 2400 Elections . = 6200
Building Maintenance 30,000 Care of Insane = 1000
Market 300 Infertor Court 4000
Bonds & Insurance 1,500 Other Expenses: — 17080
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. ance of the State Auditor before the Board of = A Exte i

AGRICULTURAL STATETICS
Since Madison is i
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mwndm&wummmm more than thirty per-
| cent woodlands. The remainder is urban and ind lands, “udu-anm-
lands used for tion, and water k
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Sheep Flock

A TYPICAL FLOCK OF SRITF N MADSISN COUNTY
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A FIELD OF YOUNG MYBRIO COEN (M MASIOW COUNTY

In checking over old records, it was found that no record was made of the
- location of the
vauumylgeﬂiampm5'mmfmthkmlhgmlbnmdmwﬁcsm

listed here.
THE COURTHOUSE
Basement First Floor Second Floor
Engineering Dept. Board of Commissioners Sheriff
Vaults and Storage Tax Assessor Inferior Court Judge
of Records Tax Collector Circuit Court Judge
Register of Circuit Court Circuit Court Clerk
Probate Judge Solicitor
License Inspector Probation Officer
Court Rooms
Court Reporter
THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX
Basement First Floor
‘Weltare Department *Board of Education
*Health Department Veterars Affairs Dept
Forestry Division Community Chest Hq.
Board of Registrars
Second Floor Third Fleor
*Production and 3 ing Administration Pr and M Ad
Extension Service “Health Depariment
Home Demonstration Agent “Board of Education
*Health Department
* Indicates location in more than one place
Eighty-right
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Owens Cross Roads 16
Parsons, Elbert H. 90
Pennington, Harry 90
Pershing, John J. 9
Photostat Machine 51
Polk, William 9

Pope, Alexander 24
Pope, LeRoy 24

Popejoy, William E. 90

Public Library 23

Quick, Joe 2, 90

Record, James R. 1, 3, 90
Redstone Arsenal Boat Dock 11
Redstone Arsenal Steam Plant 33
Revenue 73

Rhett, Harry 90

Rice, Frank 90

Road Improvements 48, 49
Rodgers, Paul 90

Schools 6

Second Courthouse 22
Sheep Flock 80

Shelta Caverns 36

Shelton, R. C. 2

Shelton, Robert C. 90
Sources of County Information 94
South Huntsville 18
Spencer, J. E. 90

Stone, Roy L. 2, 90, 93
Stowe, Harriet Beecher 9
Streetcar 37

Table of Contents 95, 96, 97
Tax Receipts 64

Taxes Collected 58

Taxes History 62, 63
Tennessee River 7
Terraced Farm Land 81
Times Office Building 9
Tobacco Field 79

Toney 15

Transportation 6

Triana 15

Troye, Edward 28

Turner, James H. 2, 90
Two Years of Progress 78
Typical Views 59
Vanderbilt, William 9
Vanishing Falls 43

Viduta on Monte Sano 18
Voting Machine 35

Walker, John W. 28
Walker, LeRoy Pope 28
Washington, Booker T. 9
Washington, George 21
Weathers, Thomas D. 90
Weeden, Howard 28
Welcome Sign 71

West Huntsville High School 30, 55
West Huntsville 18

Wheeler, Joe 9



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection

Preferred Citation: Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection, Archives and Special Collections, M. Louis Salmon
Library, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsville, AL.

Collection Scope and Content: The Collection of 114 Linear ft. includes a total of 156 Archival Boxes. The
Frances Cabaniss Roberts collection covers the historical records of the Cabaniss Roberts family. This collection
contains extensive correspondence records of the Cabaniss Roberts family circa 1830 to 1930.

Archives/Special Collections Access Restrictions: None

Conditions Governing Use: This material may be protected under U. S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. Code) which
governs the making of photocopies or reproductions of copyrighted materials. You may use the digitized material for
private study, scholarship, or research. Though the University of Alabama in Huntsville Archives and Special
Collections has physical ownership of the material in its collections, in some cases we may not own the copyright to
the material. It is the patron's obligation to determine and satisfy copyright restrictions when publishing or otherwise
distributing materials found in our collections.
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