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‘Wi tie Democratic National Conventlon, moet-
ing In Charleston, April 80, 1880, adopted a platform on
slavery in the torritories contrary to that supported by
Willlam Lowndes Yancey's milltant “Alabama Platform,”
Leroy Pope Walker, chuirman of the Alabama delegation,
‘ dramntically led his twenty-five collenguen off the con-
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vention floor, They wore followed by the delegations from
Minainaippl, Loulsi South Caroling, Florida, and Texas,
A one eye-witness declared, *, . . It wan evident that an
unprecedented crisls had arrived. The late tumultuous
‘ convention was hushed to silence and the stillness of death,
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while solemnity was deplcted upon overy countenance.”

Although Yancey had long dominated the Southern-
rights' wing of the Democratic party in Alabama, Leroy
Pope Walker was none the less ardent in hin support of
the "Alabama Platform.” Indeed, he was described as
“Yancoy's beat aide” at the Charleston convention, a peer-
less advoeate of state rights, an eloquent spokesman, and
o man of strong convietiona, In his own words, in Charles-
ton he had been "willing to nceord anything for the sake
of harmony except the surrender of n principle” (Le., the
“Alabama Platform").

Sotting themselves up in a nearby hall, the protesting
dolegatos, Who were soon joined by those from Virginin,
Florida, Georgia, Arkansas, Missouri, and Delaware, or-
ganized themselves into a Constitutional Demoeratic con-
yention and, with but little delay, adjourned to reassemble
in Richmond on June 11, The original convention, unable
Leroy Pope Walker to nominate a eandidate, ndjourned to moet in Baltimore
(Courtesy of the Library of Congress) on Juns 19,

At Richmond the Southern Democrats, including Ala-
bama, agraln led by Wallker, endorsed John C. Breckineidgo
| of Kentucky for President and Joseph Lane of Oregon for
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