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THE MORGAN-NEAL-WIGINTON HOUSE
S58 FRAKLIN STREET, S.E.

In the ww—ﬂwumh Robert |
Gamtle describes the Morgan-Neal-Wiginton House as: i

Brick, rectangular (3-tay front) with flanking symmetrical
m}barvim.nlnhlmzmiupmsmrmﬂm.l |

story, principal roof concealed by parap : 3
cornice, side winge gabled, pilastered fagade with asy ical tower,
deeply recessed doorvay in middle bay; irregular plan . . . .

Mr. Gamble adds that the main block was renovated about 1855 in the new Italianate
style, inciuding the addition of the third-floor tower room with arched windows
above the south bay, and again renovated in 1965 with the addition of an iron balcony
over the main door and the painting of the origimal brick, the carport, and the
service wing at the rear wvhich i T the cld kitch An hi 1
description of the property misses the extraordinarily rich history of the two
familes that cccupied this property for nearly 130 years.

The house is #est know! of course, as the boyhood home of General John Bt
Morgan, the noted Confederate cavalryman, best known for his guerrilla-sarfare
tactics during the Civil War.

The house occupies a lot that was part of the original land grant of LeRoy
Pope in 1809. Ten years later, 1819, the property was sold to Luther Morgan who
hda'-tolimmillemuatmrﬂ.!lrstmlmmﬂ!m“mm
period when the name was “Twickenham.” Luther was the son of Gideon and Patience
Cogswell Morgan and he vas born in Saratoga, New York though his parents were
originally from Connecticut. The family moved from New York to Virginia in the
period after the Revolutionary War and then to Tennessee where they settled at |

S

Kingston, east of Knoxville, in Knox County. Luther worked as a commission merchant
in New Orleans before coming to Alabama and he had married Ann Cameron Dold in |
Virginia in 1798. Luther's and his broth ined in except

for a short stay in Huntsville by his brother, Gideon, jr.

Shortly after the opening of the Mississippi Territory and Madison County,

Luther brought his wife and family to Huntsville and established a mercantile I
business on the south side of the square where his brother, Gidecn, jr, also |
purchased property. Luther's family consisted of three sons: Samuel Dold, Calvin |
Cogswell and Al Ga d Morg: The latter were twins and born in 1801.

Judge Taylor records in his HISTORY OF MADISON COUNTY an interesting "free—
for-all” which occurred on the public square in 1811 in which two of the City |
Commissioners, Louis Winston and Alexander Galbreath, Dillon Blevens, Gabriel Moore,
and others, including the ten-year old Calvin and his Father, Luther, were involved.
The fines ranged from six and a gquarter cents to §$15. This suggests that John Hunt

MOrgan came from a fighting family !
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page 2, Morgan-Neal-Wiginton

It is generally believed that the main structure was begun about 1822 and ves
built in the typical three-bay Federal style similar to the Erskine and Pearn houses
just up the street. In all probability, the house wvas constructed for Czlvin who
vas to marry Henrietta Hunt in Kentucky in 1823. Calvin had been sent to Nashville
to study at the Bell demy and he p y met Henrietta through his

ciation with cl from ¥ -

Henrietta was the daughter of John Wesley and Catherine Grosh Hunt of near
Lexington, Kentucky and to this family were born six children: Calvin, jri John
Hunt; Kittie wvho was to marry Calvin McClung, and later, General A.P. Hill: Richard;
Carlton, named for his uncle, Carlton Hunt, a mesber of Congress from Louisiana;
and Henrietta, who married General Basil Duke.

Shortly after the bérth of John Hunt Morgan on June 1, 1826, the Morgans were
forced to sell their interest in the house to Calvin's father-in-law,apparently the
result of a change of fortune for the family. Some three weeks after the birth of
John Hunt Morgan, a deed of sale was drawn up which also allows us a glimpse of
the lower portion of what comes to be known as Franklin Street:

. . « dogrant. . . to John W. Hunt. . . all that certain lot or parcel
of land adjoining the Town of Huntsville [the city limits were then at
Williams Street] in the County of Madison and State of Alabama, aforesaid
bounded as follows: adjoining John Hall's lot on the north side, and J. S.
m'gmmmmmrm:mmwmﬂmmwﬂ

of g and Madi S and being the same lot
which Calvin C. Morgan now resides, containing one acre.*

This grant, then, suggests that Calvin vas the sole resident of the house though the
property was supposedly held by Luther and his sons.

The Morgans continued to live in the residence until 1830 when Calvin moved his
family to Kentucky where he became an extremely wealthy businesssan. His estate vas
valued at nearly $887,000 in 1849 and it is known that among his many transactions,
some included the noted John Jacob Astor. Thus, by 1830, all of the Morgans had
relocated either in cy or in Te

In 1830/31, Miles S. Watkins purchased this property from John W. Hunt and
mimmmﬂ;mmwu.m:wﬁmmmmm
began the ling of the into its present Italianatas style.

mna.xmmmnemm,mummuamm.
who came to the County from the Richmond, Virginia area in 1808. He was thus one
unnxmmnmdmmmwmcy. There is some indication that
u-m!mymmmwhvmuwuﬁmﬂmnmmm
hmrmmummmmmmmmmtx
nmmmmmﬁxm.

mn—xu-mmummnummnsmum. His original
house has been 3 on its origi site in Hall Village. He

mmmumsummmmumm.mmm

]
*
1
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page 3, Morgan-Neal-Wiginton
Benjamin Jolley in 1837, and George W., who was to marry Annie Ervin Malone in
1842.

mmxm.mm—-amu:mumwmmmmnﬂng
ﬁmmhmlﬂmﬁmmimmmhmmm
as a banker. He and his vife were the parents of six children: Carolina married
Dr. H. W. Bassett; Mary Baites married Nicholas Davis, the daughter of Mayor
Zebulon Pike Davis and his wife, Willi Eason; Edward; Annie:; Frank: and Jchn.
Of this group, Annie vas the sole survivor and she returned to Huntsville in 1933
where she resided in this lovely house until her death in 1949. Thus, for nearly
100 years. the property has been associated with the Neal family.

We owe George Neal a debt of gratitude for preserving the original Federal
structure. Perhaps he wvas avare of the prominence of the Morgan family, and rather
than raze the existing structure when he acquired it in 1850, he enlarged it into
the 14 room mansion we know today.

During the Civil War, the house was occupied by Union officers and little damage
was done to the structure when the Neal's were to reoccupy their home.

The original property. as show on the 1B61 map of the city., included slave
quarters adjoing the old kitchen, a smoke house, cellars and two large brick cistarns,
one of vhich can be seen on the south side of the house. One of the notable features
of the house that appears now to be lost was a formal garden which was aliegedly
designed by an English land desi aht to 1le for that purpose.
Older accounts mention the entire garden (toward Madison Street) was encircled with
enonymos hedge, and the garden included elms, magnolia, holly, boxwood, English ivy
and Jackson vine around the native stone terrace leading into the rear of the
house.At the time of Miss Annie Neal's death in 1349, she vas the sole survivor of
the Neal family, including the children of her sunt, Caroline Neal Jolley. She
outlived her cousins: Frances, who married Bartley M. Lowe, jr; Benjamin; Annie
who married Will Erwin; Frank., who married Rilla Ferris; and Kate, who married W. T.
Barham. Thus at her death, the property pessed out of the family when she willed
the house to her friend, Alfred W. Smith, who later sold the property to Morton
Hutchens who, in turn, sold the property to Mrs. B. A. Stockton, who sold the house
to her son, B.A. Stockton, jr. After the death of Mr. Stockton, the house was sold
to its present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Wiginton.

The Wigintons have begun extensive renovation: to the house. notably in the
rear, vhich includes a magnificent brick wall in keeping with the character of
this stunning Italianate *villa,” virtually the last of this
style to be found in Huntsville following the destruction of Abington Place on
Meridian Street, and the removal of the Italiante features of the Rhett home on
Adams Street. With the Morley House on Williams, and the Wiginton House on
Franklin., two examples remain in the city.

mmnmmuum:n:mmuwmam&

™ i
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