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The Huntsville Times

Huntsville women
fondly remember
leag ue of the past

n.‘.— . t‘! L)

o swor ::YIt -uﬂ Like the Peaches, they
i MG 0P R ceg their years on the

. Iahes. team as the best of
It's a linke pavt & pan.  their lives,
u:;hul summes night In
1939,
Camera, wiles ws on thelr playing skills, Ac-
Members of the D Peppers, o tor Tom Hlanks plags ihe cymical

Tumisyille based women's softball  ex- major league st who becomes |
team, are sncaking ontof thede Wi, i dasimn's o L

Names:
Dr. Pepper's women's Field of Memories
softball team

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
newspaper article

Dates:
Aug 9, 1992
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Listen 10 their stories and waich ol befor profes Mildrad Hunt Newby Hillla Hoaver

them fogether 53 years Iater, and  sional iaschnll ';'n':u'n:'il'" i s mendpsiche :
you wonder If the Dr. Peppers  Like the ¢ Peschon he Dr. Ve '
idn't st step ont of the women's fevons off the field,
?,uulul film, “A League of Thelr l’"‘n. |l||~ Penches, they war

A month after the release of the |,
top-grossing  movie, some of |he ,.J'...'.":nm':".ﬂ ‘t'u::hl:;‘
former D, Pcm oF their lives. Ulnlike the Peaches, the
eties, have seen Tave IM e, Peppers had o dedicated, ser-
theater thinking about the fast mmﬂinm 1 them 1o plny
rlt stolen hases and team spir- la -, o ..I'"

that kepi :Iulf feam scoring Pepper team m
frovm 1937 1o 194 lun sumd f lhl:-hﬂ

Their lmmﬂu of six years of  Pike Layne, 69, nnnﬂ for the
ptmhb:. :;::e: ?ad W feam, “Mr. Fain omganieed the
IN‘IﬂI rom "
Bt the memwories hine "::-M m;:lltrmm:nzl." - o
pln-u that players in the Milm on i et team,
|:rl':l‘ll the nnl:rmm with o league s?q turmm lInuwr Qlllerl‘ku

a

MI“: m“:* mlrl:i "I:‘ n'l“t:! catcher. “We played in the
‘ meriean . ! feants
Lengue in 1943 Men \m:'m:: II:"l“: :.w el ﬂ
Mighting in World War 11, and 8 suys Al Metiinnise K]
;:-"I::d mune Iuwmmuliw a rnldur and shoristop,
o winimen's fear uunu
ltlm ::; WS season mTII be lhr as LM ey W
A I upm
i Actresses Geena Davis and Ma- “” m! ‘" “. 3 m'
Monw headline as members of the Thr urlnl'h
Rockford Peaches. The Peaches in thelr teens
et nto mischiel off the fiekd bl Many were :Iill in I gl: nluol
phrhuimdnnmumd\qn- when they joined the team. Others
lize the league's existence de- Other
pends as much on their girlish Sce LEAGUE, page G4 q

i

§

Names:
Banks, Mildred Trapp Ealy, Ophelia Lee McGinniss, Ruby Thompson, Inez
Barnett, Druce Elledge, Aileen Newby, Mildred Hunt Hillis
Hoover McGinniss Parker, Marguarite Vann, Kathleen
Denton, Nan Fain, Cecil Lockmuller Wedgman, Alma
Dr. Pepper Girls Fain, Cecil, Coach Satterfield, Gertrude Trapp
Softball team Herndon, Clint Hoover Worley, Mildred
picture Horton, Grace Tolen Short, Lucy Reese
Dr. Peppers Jones, Lorene Tabor, Grace Pepperettes

Dunham, Bessie Hunt

Places:

Huntsville, AL

Types:

Layne, Doris Poke

newspaper article photograph
Dates:
1937-1943 Aug 9, 1992

Taft, Margaret
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© 901 N Meridian &, P20 and a catcher ang it DY S Hiece
te . from the  -w and pitcher.
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d white satip short u§§ aad Is. ummp . Soﬁ!:aﬂ says
fl. manager of the sﬁ]an:nigez thing I could brtfi'ng-l:::t fhlhe] P
manager of ¢ P ood.” at I was
1d of w t.eam' “We was glad 1o
1d of Depression ‘mf" says Mrs. Saroe ;:L play. I
“rhis“‘asatthee “lo“'fd[o }a- -
ssior, as at the end of the po. La <~ Play ball.™ savs Mrs.
on sears G Do D LAmE, T blay g 0
rand a Dr-'f»ers' Satterfield's “I lived angd
20ple followeq . PIChEr.  52ys Mrs. Ellegge - sporis,”
2r than profess; ocal Sports 8Irls, 100 My p Like the other
= nobod‘_ had 10nal _Spox'ls be- and 1 still b.e!iei:?n-ts 6 vs m
radios. she <q a TV, and few €€p vour childr I, “If you can
verybody was | can keep ‘em ouy of o SPOTIS. You
; ih“m poor! hul no- out of -
red Hun Newby Co: sa¥s Great spirit
d left field. bY, 70, who The Dr. Peppers® spir: .
¢ lived out in the country » P& skills were far ﬁ_(s)p Irit and play-
Thompson. “Back “g)s the teammates haye s:!v - ARE
?.n;teh‘?;:nmy money to Dleal;: Per articles that prove i:d e
't like sports, we'd €ppers S“’eep Pair e : a
" Says one headline “Peo ‘Games’
; irls
Names:
Barnett, Druce Dunham, Bessie Hunt Layne, Doris Poke
Hoover Elledge, Aileen Newby, Mildred Hunt
Dr. Pepper Bottling McGinniss Satterfield, Gertrude
Company Herndon, Clint Hoover
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:

newspaper article

Dates:
Aug 9, 1992

Thompson, Garnett
Thompson, Inez
Hillis
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We play d ) used on hj w VI itrick thar w 1
Mrs. Layne. E‘W:a;t Pitch.™ sayg i -
fan €N my chj s o}
_ed to Sj}ou ;}gﬂ pfa".ed‘ Keamnce.ushe Says, a8 o J
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. Quickly ﬁii 3
Names:
Barnett, Druce Elledge, Aileen Layne, Doris Poke
Hoover McGinniss Newby, Mildred Hunt
Birmingham Silvers Fain, Cecil Optimist Park
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
newspaper article
Dates:

Aug 9, 1992

Satterfield, Gertrude
Hoover
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newspaper article

Dates:
1989
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Names:
Beck, Dave
Bryant, Floyd
Burleson, Max
Burns, George
Campanella, Roy
Church, Brooks
Coggins, Cliff
Cole, Josh
Cox, Ray
Daniel, Bill
Davidson, Randy

Places:
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| CONGRATULATIONS

TO
THE INDUCTEES INTO

THE HUNTSVILLE-MADISON
COUNTY ATHLETIC HALL
OF FAME

Davidson, Ricky McGinnis, Slick
Dudley, John Michael, Billy
Duke, Frank Mincher, Don
Echols, Eddie Murphy, Dee Dee
Erskine, Carl Myers, Taylor
Gant, Bill Myhand, Hub
Gentle, Brooksie Payne, Freck
Hall, Dave Ramsry, Carlos
Holloway, Condredge Samples, Ty
Johnson, George Sauer, Hank
McCollum, Leroy Skelton, Bobby

Stewart, Bill

Talley, Jim

Troup, Jack

Walker, Harry the Hat

Walker, Rube

Wallace, Howard

Westbrooks,

John Pruett
Remembers in 1979



Huntsville, AL
Types:
newspaper article

Dates:
1989
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His, Hist, tmis
Mader Covm. 4&5@ ‘JJJJR

In the heyday ﬂmﬂmhﬂum
mwluumx row, from left: m Gm Shealy poll -Ihl Coble x
Bhoto from the s of the Muntsvile  Foreet Beasce, Harvey Allie. ’;'mm'"““m""" Koonce and batboy Cuetis Schrimsher,

S — ~ e~ o — o : [ES———

Names:
One of Hub Myhand's
Early Dallas Teams

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
photograph

Dates:
1928
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#ay 1971 One of Hub Myhdﬂd,ﬂ Early Dallas T's .

In the heyday of mill baseball in Hunsville,  Library shows Dallas' 1028 team. Back nd Myhand. ;
oy bl Mg o 1o o W, o G sy T, e, T Pt
were always or near 9 b " 3 {d Jim
photo from the files of the Hudtsville' Forest Benson, Harvey Allen, Alfred Fitch Maﬂhawmm.m

Names:
Adcock, Dick Fisher, Theron McBride, Williams, Eugene
Allen, Harvey Fitch, Alfred Myhand, Hub One of Hub Myhand's
Benson, Forest Goodson, Houston Potts, M. Early Dallas Teams
Cantrell, Shealy Herrin, Ed Prentice, Dick
Coble, Jim Koonce, H. Schrimsher, Curtis

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
list

Dates:

May 1977
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Names

Troupe, Jack

Myhand, Eddie
Talley, Jim

Mincher, Don

Huntsville Boosters

Myers, Bobby

baseball team

photograph

newspaper article

Huntsville, AL
Dates:

Places
Types

May 1977

1950
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Talley, Jim
Thompson, John

Myhand, Hub
Ramsry, Carlos

McCollum, Leroy
Myers, Taylor

Church, Brooks

Fritts, W. O.

Huntsville, AL

newspaper article
Dates

Places
May 1977

Names
Types
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Erlllult:-‘Hunlnﬂll Hmo.- -.
and Bill Daniel at Optimist Park.

The wagitwas

Jdim Talley, center, relives some memories with Jack Troupe, left,

Names:
Daniel, Bill Talley, Jim Troupe, Jack

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
photograph

Dates:
May 1977
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By MIKE MARSH

ALL
Timas Sports Stalf “%,s',il

Less than a mile from the old
ballpark, Bill Daniel sits in n
church with his memories, The
pews and the pulpit are empty. The
sanctuary is silent, The pastor can
ponder the past in peace.

The calm won't be broken until

the evening, when Daniel will

spread the mid-week gospel. Any-

T

B4 Tpt
4A13

His, Hib
Mi\h&' Covem .

Names:
Church, Brooks
Daniel, Bill
Gaught, John
McCollum, Leroy

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
newspaper article

Dates:
July 5, 1992

one thinking of skipping the ser-

“vice has been forewarned. ““When a

member rests he rusts,” reads the
sign in front of the Memorial
Southern Methodist Church, a yel-
low-brick building on Andrew
LJackson Way,

 The old ballpark has been rust-
ing for years, The gates are locked
most of the time, the concrete
blenchers are decaying. The fans
aren't coming back, The field is
used now only for an occasionnl
softball game,

| It's been 25 years since a semi-
pro baseball game has been played
at Optimist Park, the self-styled

Index  About

1€S Temain oI Imiil teamsé

Talley was a burly sort,
a tough and rugged
figure who never
backed away from
confrontation. He had
served in the Navy for
two years before
playing for the Emm
Ells and the Huntsville
Boosters in the late
1940s and early '50s. If
power was needed,
Talley provided it.

“Friend of Youth," Today, its only
companion is a bygone era, when
kids played games called pep and
mum'.:le peg. when cotton brought
nearly $3 million to Madison
County each year, when as many
as six cotton mills resided in

PErL s U 10 s seree—

T IT Tonn
John Gaught, who played with
the Parkers in the early 19505,
made a spectacular entrance ot o
softball game one night at Opti-
‘ mist PanI Drove right through the
outfield gate with his lights on, got
out of his car, doffed his cap and
bowed to the crowd.
“A ball went through the second
baseman and the shortstop one
Cnight,” Talley reealls, “For some
reason, Taylor Myers was ‘ylnrhl
ccenter field instead ol Jac
Troupe, Taylor is charging the
ball, and 1 saw it go right by him,

yeerorr oy
son con still recite the Boosters’
lineup. Dan Sims at first base.
Daniel at second, Slick McGinnis
at shortstop. Brooks Church at
third, Talley played left field,
Troupe was in center and Howard
Wallace was in right, Curtis Yeag:
er was the catcher,

Today, George Mincher's son,
Don, is an exeentive with the
Sonthern  League's  Huntsville
Stars, Me is considered the finest
player 1o ever come from Funis
ville. Tle has played with Ameriean
Leagie championship teams, with
World — Series  championship

Series 4, Subseries A, Box 13, Folder 34

Huntsville,

If you wanted a good meal,
went 1o the Central Cale on Clin
ton Avenue, Legend has it that
when Spee Searcy was mayor in
the late 19508, he went o the Cen-
tral Cafe every morning for coffee.

IF you wanted a drink or a fight,
you went to The White Castle, lo-
cated beyond the city's northern

r. place was so rough
that it was called *“The Bloody
Bucket.”

Il you wanted to see a baseball

?m' you usually had a choice,
on could go (o Optimist Park,

which was known as Dallas Park
until 1949, when the Optimist
Club bought the 2Vs-nere complex
and added lights,

I you didn't want 1o sce the
Boosters at Optimist Park, you
could see the Parkers at Huntsville
Park, which was built in the 1930«
as part of the Works Progress Ad-
ministration,

“Uhe lighting at Huntsville Park
wits 8o bad that you could've put

See MEMORIES, page (7

TRTColluti, Wio e

love for the pame.

MeCollum was a businessny
New Market, He owned a
company and o grocery busi
but baseball was his passion
called everyone “ol® settler,”

“One time Leroy was umpi
pame in New Market,” Tall
called. e was the nmpire of
base when the enteher rais
and Faked o throw to the thir
cman,

“he third basenan pount
st into his glove, acting 1
ciaght the ball, Teroy eall

“Tayvlor goes up to the inficld,

McGinnis, Slick

Mincher, Don

Mincher, George

Myers, Taylor

Talley, Jim

Troupe, Jack
Wallace, Howard

sl

Only Memories

Remain of Mill
Teams
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Yeager, Curtis

Sims, Dan
Talley, Jim
Troupe, Jack
Wallace, Howard

Mincher, George
Myers, Taylor

Mincher, Don
Payne, Erk

.
.
.
.
.
.

newspaper article

McGinnis, Slick
Dates

Places
Huntsville, AL

Church, Brooks

Daniel, Bill

Gaught, John
Types

July 5, 1992

Names
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Wallace, Howard

Talley, Jim

Troupe, Jack
Tubbs, Julian
Walker, Rube

r, Hank

McMurtrie, Claude

McGinnis, Slick
Myers, Taylor

Saue

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

McCollum, Leroy
newspaper article

Huntsville, AL
Dates

Church, Brooks
Types

Emm Ells
Erskine, Carl
July 5, 1992

Names

Places
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Adcock, Dick 8 Grant, Archie 5

Allen, Harvey 8 Grant, Clark 5

Allen, Norman 5 Green, Roy 5

Allen, Willie 5 Hall, Dave 6

Babe Ruth 5 Herndon, Clint 2, 3

Banks, Mildred Trapp 2 Herrin, Ed 8

Barnett, Druce Hoover 2, 3, 4 Holloway, Condredge 6

Beck, Dave 6 Horton, Grace Tolen 2

Benson, Forest 8 Howell, Lawrence 5

Birmingham Silvers 4 Huntsville Boosters baseball team 9
Boyd, Andy 5 Huntsville Rocketts 5

Bryant, Floyd 5, 6 Huntsville, AL 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12,13, 14
Burleson, Max 6 Huntsville-Madison County Athletic Hall of Fame 5
Burns, George 6 John Pruett Remembers in 1979 6
Campanella, Roy 6 Johnson, George 6

Cantrell, Shealy 8 Johnson, Obie 5

Church, Brooks 6, 10, 12, 13, 14 Jones, Lorene 2

Coble, Jim 8 Koonce, H. 8

Coggins, Cliff 6 Layne, Doris Poke 2, 3, 4

Cole, Josh 6 McBride, 8

Cox, Ray 6 McCollum, Leroy 6, 10, 12, 14
Daniel, Bill 6, 11, 12, 13 McGinnis, Slick 6, 12, 13, 14
Davidson, Randy 6 McGinniss, Ruby 2

Davidson, Ricky 6 McMurtrie, Claude 14

Denton, Nan 2 Michael, Billy 6

Dr. Pepper (women's softball team) 5 Mincher, Don 6, 9, 12, 13

Dr. Pepper Bottling Company 3 Mincher, George 12, 13

Dr. Pepper Girls Softball team picture 2 Murphy, Dee Dee 6

Dr. Pepper's women's softball team 1 Myers, Bobby 9

Dr. Peppers 2 Myers, Taylor 6, 10, 12, 13, 14
Dudley, John 6 Myhand, Eddie 9

Duke, Frank 6 Myhand, Hub 5, 6, 8, 10

Dunham, Bessie Hunt 2, 3 Newby, Mildred Hunt 2, 3, 4

Ealy, Ophelia Lee 2 One of Hub Myhand's Early Dallas Teams 7, 8
Echols, Eddie 6 Only Memories Remain of Mill Teams 12
Elledge, Aileen McGinniss 2, 3, 4 Optimist Park 4

Emm Ells 14 Parker, Marguarite Lockmuller 2
Erskine, Carl 6, 14 Payne, Erk 13

Fain, Cecil, Coach 2 Payne, Freck 6

Fain, Cecil 2, 4, 5 Pepperettes 2

Fanning, W. P. 5 Phillips, Jack 5

Field of Memories 1 Pinion, Commodore 5

Firch, Alfred 5 Potts, M. 8

Fisher, Theron 5, 8 Prentice, Dick 8

Fitch, Alfred 8 Pruett, John 5

Fritts, W. O. 10 Ramsry, Carlos 6, 10

Gant, Bill 6 Samples, Ty 6

Gaught, John 12, 13 Satterfield, Gertrude Hoover 2, 3, 4
Gentle, Brooksie 6 Sauer, Hank 6, 14

Gentles, Lev 5 Schrimsher, Curtis 8

Gentry, Jim Tom 5 Short, Lucy 2

Goodson, Houston 3, 8 Sims, Dan 13



Skelton, Bobby 6

Stewart, Bill 6

Street, Gabby 5

Taber, Ferrell 5

Tabor, Grace 2

Taft, Margaret 2
Thompson, Garnett 3
Thompson, Inez Hillis 2, 3
Thompson, John 10
Troup, Jack 6

Tubbs, Julian 14

Vann, Kathleen 2
Walker, Harry the Hat 6
Walker, Rube 6, 14
Wallace, Howard 6, 12, 13, 14
Watson, Hosee 5
Wedgman, Alma Trapp 2
Westbrooks, 6

Williams, Eugene 5, 8
Worley, Mildred Reese 2
Yeager, Curtis 13
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