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Introduction

Huntsville is 2 modern city nestied in the natural and
scenic beauty of North Alabama’s mountain lakes region.
Through Sightseeing in Huntsville. Alabama, we would like to
shaye with you the beauty and history of our city and its

Huntswille is an exciting city, combining the old with the
new. We are proad of our heritage and invite you to visit the
many sites of interest which include the Alabama Space and
Rocket Center, Burnitt Museum, Constitution Hall Park,
Monte Sano State Park, and the many beautiful historic
homes in our downtown area. As you will see in this fine
collection of photographs and history, these are but a few of
our offerings as you explore four centuries of America’s
bsstory in our city. ]

I join with Elfriede Richter-Haaser in inviting you to
enjoy the variety of historical, cultural and recreational
events and facilities that our city has to offer. We thank you
for allowing us to extend to you our Southern Hospitality.

NN S A

Joe W. Dawis, Mayor
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m'CﬂykamﬁAhb.thyrichtua
spleadid hentage, spanning more than 170 years. Through
Sightseeing in Hunmtswille, Alabama, you will see much of that
henitage that Madison Countians are so proud of.

Some of the natural and man-made arttractions are our
worid-famous Alabama Space and Rocket Center, 1
mﬁ-dlﬁ_l_m-h'c-nhm:dlogoonme
huﬂwa(cdnraladﬁnminlﬂ:. S
_ We think our County has 2 personality similar to that of
its people — enthusiastic, warm and hospitable. We have
bwm.ayopﬂu&uhm.nmon]ya
Coqmydntmﬂmhrﬂmhnbobyhﬂding
on it, we have become an international community on the
leading edge of technology. -

Elfrﬂkmm-lhmhsw&bookktap-
tured a great deal of the historical, cultural and recreational
aspects of our county. I join with her in inviting you to
explore, not only through these pictures but through your
mh“?’smmﬂl:ﬂc.inaﬂthemoﬂmwe
thank you for taking time to enjoy our Sous
hoapitaiey. enjoy hern

ek Yithp.

Madison County Commission
]
|
¥
I
-Il
|
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Huntsville  Sightseeing in 80 Color Photos

First of all we would like to welcome you to Huntsville
and thank you for coming We hope that this booklet will
be uscful m discovenng this city where you can encounter
ment of the mation’s most imporiant space rockets on
exhitation in the Alabama Space and Rocket Muscum.

East of Big Spring. the old city is sull alive: Twicken-
tam and Old Town arc beautifully restored. Their
characters are additionally by a registration in

protected
the National Register of Historic Places. In Twickenham
District one finds the largest concentration of antebellum

homes in the South, spanning 160 years of building styles.
Sixty residences have been carefully restored, and many
are occupicd by the descendants of the onginal owners.

How 1o find your way? Inside the front cover you will
find a map on which a downiown cily tour is marked witha
red fime. Inside the back cover, you will find an overall map
of Humisville. The biue numbers on both maps as well as the
bold mumbers in the introduction refer fo the corresponding
pictures in the photograph section.

Huntsville — past and present

Hunmtsville = situated in the Great Bend of the
Tennessee River near Interstate 1-65, 100 miles (170 km)
from both Birmingham, Alabama and Nashville, Tennes-
nhdykmwﬂdw:husi&sbydnlm
dmwummmd;mmor
between 600 and 1.800 feet. The landscape is marked by
ﬂlymﬁghisdmlha:ﬂlhnmancandfa&,md
clay valleys. ;

Giant trees of cedar, oak, walnut, hickory, and poplar
once provided good hunting ground for the Creek,
Cherokee, and Chickasaw Indians.

John Hunt, a wesiward moving pioneer from East
Tennessee, settled in 1804 with other squatters around the
Big Spring (3a). then called Hunt's Spring. This was to
become the center of Hunisville — the first English-
speaking community in Alabama. In 1809 5.000 peopie,
malg-&omee.thCamlimandViminia.had
aiready moved there.

One year earlier, in 1808, Madison County was created
bythemnordlheMiss&ssippilurimrywhonamil
after President James Madison (1751-1836). To raise
money for its development, the U.S. government almost
immediately ordered land sales in the northern part of
Alsbama Territory. In 1811 the land office was moved
from Nashville 1o Huntsville, attracting many people
from the eastern states to buy land in the Tennessee
Valley. Hunt's Spring and the surrounding acreage were
bought at a pricc of $23 an acre by the influential
Georgian capitalist LeRoy Pope. As a result of his cfforts
the scttlement was selected as County seat and its name
changed to Twickenham — after the English town his
foreiathers came from. This name, however, never be-
came popular, and in 1811 the territorial legislature
decided to revert to the old name Huntsville. In 1814
Pbp:‘shons:m)mmmplﬂcdoulhecily'shigbﬁlhﬂl.
a site which provided him with a view over the growing
mmit’-

Soon Hunitsville became a frontier metropolis — a
flourshing cultural, commercial, and social center of
King Corton’s realm. One thousand pounds of cotton
permmuk!bemm'm:nﬂyhawmodhythefarmefsof
Madison County (40). The high cotton price was the
financial backbone of a prospering city. The streets of
Huntsville were dotted with the small offices of cotton
merchants, lawyers, and bankers, most of which were
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Huntsville was chosen as the temporary capital. Here,
Alabama’s first constitution was drafted (14, 15), its first
It was vital for the town’s economic survival to ship its
mdon&:TwﬁmmNc-mThﬂc-
fore. in 1831, the Indian Creek canal (3a) wasopened from
Hm‘;swhngrhuonlheTmmhge_r.Tﬂm-
Mm&edymb::‘shm«lllm;

T river where John Ditto had cstablished a trading
EEBEITRET O S e 5@,“- in 1802. Around 1823, James White and
: i established here a southem

still the center of the county and ity
a). Around the marketplace “acity

36). There, on
g:‘mﬁ)t;nmﬁniyfm“’
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men for the benefit of local business. Many prominent

ities signed their names in the register. including
William H. Vanderbili, Wilkiam Waldorf Astor, Walter
Damrosch., Jay Gould and Helen Keller. The hotel
sucoeeded in gaining the city 2 wide reputation as a health
resort before 1t was destroyed by fire.

Industrialization gained momentum in Huntsville and
Madison County with the completion of the Nashville,
Chattancoga. and St Louis Railway. Northern and
wesicrn capitalists imvested in real estate, and the pro-
cessimg of comton was enlarged. The oldest textile mill m
the state was the Huntsville Bell factory which started in
1809 and comtinved functioning until 1885. his 3,000
spindlies and 100 looms were powered by 2 waterwheel.
After the Civil War, bigger establishments like the Dallas
and Memimack Mill, and Huntswille Oil Mill, which
processed cotton seed, were opened. Lower pay gavethem
2 competitive advantage over the New England factories.
To asmaller degree, commerce, banking, and textiles were
cormerstones of the city’s economy. On the agricultural
sade, marseries and fruit orchards provided an additional
source of income. Later, watercress from the cold springs
was sold all over the East. Huntsville could proudly
advertise berseli as “The Watercress Capital of the
Woeld™.

I= 1901 electric strecicars appeared, replacing horses
and mules Thirty vears later, two skyscrapers, the Times
Buikiing and the Russel Erskine Hotel (4b) dominated the
downtown area. In 1920 Huntsville had a population of
SDIE, increasing 1o 13,150 by 1940.

Between these years, Hunisville's farmers and textile
industry were hard hit by the Depression. The Agn-
cultural Adjestment Act within President Rooscvelt’s
New Deal program helped 10 stabilize the cotton prices.
On the other hand. a series of strikes in the years 1933/34
led 10 numerous walkouts, shutouts, and shutdownsinthe
Huntsville textile industry. Again the programs of the
New Deal provided some relief for the unemployed
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workers. Along the Tennessee river many power plants
were erected by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA).
Thesc provided the energy for bigindustrial initiativesand
created a chain of lakes, the nearest to Huntsvillebeing the
Guntersville lakes (64), a watersports paradise.

The Depression was followed by the dark clouds of
war over Asia and Europe which eventually reached
Amenica. Facing the imminent threat, Amenica gradually
became the “arsenal of democracy™.

In 1941, Huntswille was chosen to play an important
role within the war effort of the United States. The
Huntsville Arsenal, a chemical warfare plant, and the
Redstone Ordnance Plant which was to manufacture
conventional artillery shells were constructed on 40,000
acres of fertile cotton land and useless swamps a few miles
north of the Tenncssee River.

Huntsville's small town tranquility disappeared when
thousands of workers moved in seeking well-paid govern-
ment jobs. After the war, the Huntsville Industrial

son Committee was formed to attract both large
and small businesses to this area to take advantage of the
trained labor force.

In June 1949, Huntsville Arsenal closed down. The
Department of the Army cven posted “For Sale™ signs on
it. But it was never sold — fortunately! The conquest of
space was 1o be planned here. In November 1949, the
Amy-isikpmgmmmnmmratcdinlbcncw
Redstone Arsenal under the name “Ordnance Guided
Missile Center™. The center was formed by merging the
Huntsville Arsenal with the sister ordnance plant. the

In the spring of 1950, a tcam of 118 German scientists
under the direction of Wernher von Braun was brought
from Fort Bliss (near El Paso, Texas) to Huntsville 10
work for the Army rocket program. Here, the Appa-
lachian foot hills resembled the German forests more than
the White Sands Proving Grounds of New Mexico did,
where many rocket tests were carried out.

Redstone Arsenal

Roosevelt, President

Vanderbilt, William
H.

von Braun, Wernher
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Redstons Arsenal It was named after George C. Marshall
mn-ui-pu:l-dm Dr. von

: Wﬁﬂ&mmﬂnmﬂu
g clouds over the test area. On July 16, 1969,

ﬂmm;m&mm
y im respect of its objects but also in its philosophy. one

d’ﬂmaﬂuﬁmuwmd’

The newest addition to the Space Center
Camp. Here our youth have a chance totrain
ﬂmﬂﬁlnﬂcwmumm(ﬂ;

In the Redstone Arsenal, the US Army maintains

traiming faclities for NATO and other allied military
hm‘ﬂmmm&e
city. The Big Spring International Park (see front cover,
'Fﬂ” Mﬁﬁ' I’“ﬂ Y:nj:o cherry and
trees
Gen. Mikio Kiamata, former Japanese liaison officer, don-
ated the red footbridge which spans the lagoon. Other na-
tions stationed in Huntsville due tothe NATO training pro-
suit: West Germany donated a sundial, Britain
tﬂthﬂ.ﬂmaiﬂhmnmdal’ogbdllm.
Switzertand roses arranged as the Swiss flag, a group of
German exchange students some of their native trees.

e
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An annual May event in the Big Spring Park isthe Ants
mwmm-wy“(qm
brings 2 vanety of exhibitions and performing art shows.
It antraces approximately 100,000 people of all ages and

Huntsville multi-purpose civic center (7,8) was

The Muscum of Art, which is also a part of the
features a permanent collection of prints, works

The University of Alabama in Huntsville (48) was
imsiated with academic programs as early as 1950 It was

‘emvissomed by city leaders both as a community resource

where the state’s youth could be prepared to reach its full
pﬂﬂsnuﬂmm&mmhh—}
I= 1962 Dr. von Braun appealed to the Alabama legis-
lature to make the University of Alabama in Huntsville
(UAH) a2 major rescarch institution. Subsequently, the
mathematics. physics, chemistry, and engincering depart-
ments were considerably providing support for
the army missile programs as well as for the NASA space
efforts.

Oakwood College

University
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The Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University
(45), which was founded in 1873 as a “Colored Normal
School at Huntsville™, established besides other depart-
ments, a School of Technology. 1

Oakwood College is a Scventh-Day Adventist College.
There are, furthermore, several trade schools in Hunts-
ville.

The extensive university libraries, the Redstone Scien-
tific Information Center with one of the largest collections
of scientific and technical data, the Metric Information
Office of the UAH, the NASA Technology Utilization
Office, and the coliection of International Standards at
the NASA Center make important contributions to
Hunssville's economic development. .

in 1983 peariy 200 firms in Huntsville and Madison
Cn-yutcdh&e&iddﬁghmby.m_slw
hdwuﬁaﬂiﬁlﬁiﬂmfmbﬂtﬁmy.;&

effort to attract high-tech industries, mostly
in the field of computer related electronics, was successful.
Since 1970 the most important progress has been in the
ficid of private industries not related to government
contracts. The Chamber of Commerce points out that the
ses of Huntsville industries represent a highly
desirable mixture of products and diversity in manu-
facturing. testing, development, research, and supporting
Services. 1
are sull ive cotton ficlds to be seen n
The Huntsville-Madison County Awrport, the Jetplex,
includes 1,300 acres of zoned industrial property admini-
stered by the Huntsville-Madison Airport Authonty.
Other industrial parks are also located in this area.

Huntsville s a U. S. Customs port of entry (Code
1910). The Airport Authority is also the Grantee
{Operator) of Foreign Trade Zone No. 83.

University of
Alabama Huntsville

von Braun, Dr.
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Command
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Burritt Museum

Carlen, Wanda, Mrs.

Chamber of
Commerce
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Park
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International
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Cutter, Norwood

Elame Mrs. Judy Phillips(Bookland),

MM-!TWMWAM

'ghummmyumdm

= Hemtsville, US Army Missile Command (Public Affairs
Office, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama).

~ The photographs were provided by: Mr. Martin Fiegl
{fromt cover, 24,7, 8, 10b-15, 16b-24, 26, 28, 30-37, 40b-49,
52 5538 60, 61b, 622, 64, back cover), Mr. Walter Jacoby
{402). Mrs. Joyce Jones (25), Mrs. Rosemary Williams
Listie (27), Mrs. Elfricde Richicr-Haaser (5, 29, 39ab),
Mr_ Ray Yeargan(10a, 38, 39¢). Atlantic Aerial Survey Inc.
(1). Alabama, The Arts Council Inc. Huntsville (6), Alaba-
ma Space and Rocket Center (51, 53, 54ab, 59), Alabama
Space and Rocket Center Historic Room (50), NASA (61a,
62ab. 63ab), Huntsville Symphony Orchestra (9), Public
Library Historic Room (16a).

The author. Mrs. Elfriede Richter-Haaser, came from
Germany to the USA in 1947. She made her home in Hunis-
wille in 1950 with her husband. Roberi Paeiz. They have two
sons Juergen R. and Hein F. In 1979 she married the renowned

concer1 pianisi Mr. Fans Richter-Haaser (deceased).
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the left, the police and fire departments. ey | pamae
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Hotel. named after the president of
md*ﬁ—-- kn-h___ m“unlqm_ﬂo‘am-

Alcboms, Alchoms we'll ol meats for ciderly 2nd handicapped.
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T e ie Spring International Park and Arena of Voa Braua Civic Center can be enjoyed from the 8th floor of the Muni-
 ogal Bulding Inmd-May the Panoply Arts Festival(see over) and, 2 week later, lignt music concerts given by the Huntsville
B8NS i thsicande af vcitare in tha mark | tar - fno hell tnwer lioht heacnn and red hnidoe.
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" | L

P-#;Ammﬂmmhhm&hh&pmunic.thcua.dancz.viwzla.m,andavaﬁetyof
special events. Held cach year begnoeng the second weck = Mazy, Paseply mvolves both professional and amateur groups
6 from Huntswilic and the southern stages.
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Von Braun Civic von Braun, Wernher,
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circuses, rock groups and concerts

In the mault-purpose arcaa. M*:ﬂm:-m;uxwdmdrxshol&

by famous performers.
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Marx Pales. Many famous artists have performed with this
D ical heritage is secured by an 80 piece youth

Huntsville Symphony Pales, Marx, Dr.
Orchestra Parks, Gary
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Watch out! The important duck mhabwanes of She Big Spring lagoon have the legal nght of way.
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The Coastitation
Alzbama’s history 2nd spent on

e sc whers the fnN OGSLISDOD
o e omes of the Alsbama Comsusson, pramsed bere on 22 oid peess, are
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Schiffman Bailding (231 East Side Squarc), besit before 1861, was the burthpiace of the late movic queen, Tallulah Bankhead
(1902-1968), seen here as Regina Gaddens m “The Lissle Fouss™
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: gt om She south side of the Sguare. was first opened in 1897 It was operated by the brothers
e deaths. n 1984 2 was howghst by the Hunesvillic Histoncal Foundation and s maintained in its

l'.'

Harrison Brothers Harrison, Daniel
Store Harrison, John
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DN

United Methodist Church 3t 219 Randolph Serees.  Episcegal Charch of the Nativity (212 Eusus Street), built
::‘-Wi-n_—p_n;gﬂ_ = 1859, = 2n cesstanding example of Gothic Revival
I8  was destroyed by fire in 1864 aschasectese.
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Cox, Joshua Pope, LeRoy Spite House Steele, George

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
photo




Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries A, Box 14, Folder 27
Huntsville Brochure and Guide, 1985 - Huntsville Tours
Image 33  r04a14-27-000-0033  Contents Index  About

Names:
Bibb, William Wyatt Thomas Bibb House

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
photo



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 4, Subseries A, Box 14, Folder 27
Huntsville Brochure and Guide, 1985 - Huntsville Tours
Image 34  104a14-27-000-0034  Contents Index  About

— = m— toidk thee
Lerey Pope House Eﬁlﬂ.#ﬂ-—u&i—:dﬂ: Fﬁheromelswﬂc who I
mﬁ!&‘bm‘-ﬂiﬂtiihﬁ&_ﬂmnmmmdﬁaﬂ

24 wduﬁ‘umd_-m

Names:
LeRoy Pope House
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Huntsville, AL
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Mooreland Fox Hunt Rhett, Harry Moore,
Jr.
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Joks D. Weeden House (608 Adsms Stzeet. prowase srsadience, 2 Two story frame bowse built in 1871 by the brother of the
artist, Maria Howard Wesdes
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Names:

John D. Weeden

Weeden, Maria
House

Howard
Places:

Huntsville, AL
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Huntsville, AL
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Maple Hill Cemetery Pope, LeRoy
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Depot (Church Strect), the state’s oldest cxisting terminal. Used as
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Jones Valley Monte Sano Range
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Barris Mssean, incorperating Park 2nd Pioseer Village atop Moate Sano mountain, occupies 167 acres and offers local
Ssoory, mature trads, and picaic facioes The museum was built 1934/35 as the home of Dr. William Burritt.
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Burritt Museum Park Burritt, William, Dr.
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Huntsville, AL
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Burritt Museum
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Huntsville, AL
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Burritt Museum Burritt, William, Dr.
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Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Huntsville Lights
from Monte Sano
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Huntsville, AL
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Snow on Monte Sano
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Huntsville, AL
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Monte Sano State
Park
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Huntsville, AL
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Cotton Fields and
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Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Ditto Landing on Ditto, John
Tennessee River
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Huntsville, AL
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Boating on Tennessee
River
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Names:
Tennessee River
Bridge
Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Davis, Joe W., Mayor Joe Davis Stadium
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Names:
Joe Davis Stadium at
Night
Places:
Huntsville, AL
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First Baptist Church
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Huntsville, AL
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Alabama A & M
University

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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The Usiversity of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) (University Drive.
founded m 1950, s a parnt of the University of Alabama System. B-
e ssndents compater hiteracy., UAHnbecommgamodd :
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electronic classrooms. Since ¢
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u-ﬁd'un

Names:
University of
Alabama Huntsville
Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Alabama Space and
Rocket Center

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Alabama Space and von Braun, Wernher,
Rocket Center Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Alabama Space and
Rocket Center

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Exhibit of Apollo
Lunar Module

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Space Center Cinema

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Apollo Flight G Satellite Spaceliner
Exhibit
Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Lunar Odyssey
Simulator
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Hawk Missile Nike Hercules
Nike Ajax Missile Nike Missile

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Zero Gravity
Simulator
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Huntsville, AL
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Apollo Moon Buggy

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Space Camp

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Marshall Space Flight
Center

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Neutral Buoyancy Space Shuttle Model
Simulator

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Names:
Poor Man's Test Space Shuttle Orbiter
Stand Enterprise

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Names:
Shuttle Piggy-Back
Boeing 747

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Guntersville Lake

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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Huntsville Tour Map Richter-Haaser,
Elfriede

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
map

Dates:
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Rocket Display at
Space Center
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Huntsville, AL
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Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection

Preferred Citation: Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection, Archives and Special Collections, M. Louis Salmon
Library, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsville, AL.

Collection Scope and Content: The Collection of 114 Linear ft. includes a total of 156 Archival Boxes. The
Frances Cabaniss Roberts collection covers the historical records of the Cabaniss Roberts family. This collection
contains extensive correspondence records of the Cabaniss Roberts family circa 1830 to 1930.

Archives/Special Collections Access Restrictions: None

Conditions Governing Use: This material may be protected under U. S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. Code) which
governs the making of photocopies or reproductions of copyrighted materials. You may use the digitized material for
private study, scholarship, or research. Though the University of Alabama in Huntsville Archives and Special
Collections has physical ownership of the material in its collections, in some cases we may not own the copyright to
the material. It is the patron's obligation to determine and satisfy copyright restrictions when publishing or otherwise
distributing materials found in our collections.
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