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security and maintaining essential utilities for lessees the
Onee World War 11 ended, production at both arsenals ceased and pending
mmmmmmnmmm ‘ final disposition of Huntsville Amenal's land and property.

In the Interest of economy and efficiency, the Secretary of the Army
approved the transfer of the Ordnance Research and Development

 Division Sub-Office (Rocket) at Fort Bliss, Texas, to Redstone Arsenal
| on 28 October 1949, Among those transferred were Dr. Wermher von
~ Braun and his team of German sclentists and techniclans who had
come to the United States under “Operation Paperclip” during 1945
and 1946, After its transfer (0 Redstone, the sub-office was redesignated
mmmm Center on llm lmmmm

mmuwuammnmmaom
1949, Its remaining stafl of 450 was transferred to Redstone Arsenal
which also assumed the functions necessary for providing internal
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In February 1951, the Office of the Chiel of Ordnance and the
Chiel of the Army Field Forces approved Redstone Arsenal as the
site for gulded missile courses, Accordingly, on 3 March 1952, the
Commanding Officer at Redstone Arsenal offictally established the
Provisional Redstone Ordnance School. Effective 1 December 1952,
Redstone Arsenal lost jurisdiction over the school when the present-
day Ordnance Missile and Munitions Center and School [OMMCS)
wis blished as the Ord Guided Missile School,

In addition to its rocket and guided I Redstone
Arsenal also retained the chemical ammunition mission of the wartime
Redstone and Huntsville Arsenals until 1 July 1056, Following the
U. 5.s entry Into the Korean War, four ammunition production lines
were reactivated from standby status and resumed production in July
1951, By the end of 1958, Redstone Arsenal was producing a major
portion of all chemical artillery ammunition used by U, S. armed
forces. Between July 1951 and July 1956, over 38,700,000 complete

s of ch I artillery A were produced

On | February 1956, Redstone Arsenal suffered a severe loss in
lts mission, as well as in personnel and facilities, when the Army
Ballistic Missile Agency (ABMA) was established. The core of the new
agency came from the Guided Missile Develop Division of Redstone
Arsenal's Ordnance Missile Laboratories. From this division, ABMA
inherited some 1,600 personnel, including the team of German sclentists
headed by Dr. von Braun; 1,100,000 square feet of space in bulldings
containing over $21,000,000 worth of equipment; and such support
facilities as utilities and grounds valued at $2,500,000. The availability
of these resources, coupled with the proven success of the division's
personnel in the REDSTONE missile program, led the Department
of the Army to select the Redstone Arsenal area as the site of the
new agency,

\ ]
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MG John 1, Medaris arrived at Redstone Arsenal on 1 February 1056
1o affictally take over the Army Ballistic Missile Agency (ABMA), He as
wwelcomed to the arsenal by BG Holger N. Toftoy (rghi), the Commanding
General of Redstone Arsenal.

Under the Jurisdiction of the Chief of Ordnance, ABMA was initlally
responsible for the REDSTONE missile program and the Intermediate
Range Ballistic Missile program. In January 1958, the PERSHING
missile program was added as a mission responsibility, The Army
satellite program, for which ABMA is best known, was executed under
special orders and was not actually assigned as a mission of this

agency.

Provisional Redstone
Ordinance School

Redstone Arsenal

Redstone missile

Maj. Gen.

Toftoy, Holger N.,
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Because of the increastng importance of missiery and the pressing
necessity for exploiting resources to thelr maxdmum capabilities, the
Department of the Army created the Army Ordnance Missile Command
(AOMC) on 31 March 1958, Headquartered on the Redstone Amenal
complex, the command was under the jurisdiction of the Chief of
Ordnance. Its subordinate elements tncluded ABMA; Redstone Arsenal;
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology
in Pasadena. California; and the White Sands Proving Ground in New
Mexdco. The latter was renamed the White Sands Missile Range effective
1mimmmwummmm
was organized as another subordinate element of AOMC on | April
1958, Although not officially established as an activity under the
Jurisdiction of the Chiel of Ordnance untl | June 1958, ARGMA
assumed the technical missions formerly assigned to Redstone Arsenal.
The primary mission of Redstone Arsenal became that of providing
support and housekeeping services for the entire arsenal complex.

In Its eight years as the commodity arsenal for rockets and guided
missiles, Redstone Arsenal had become the nerve center, nol only
for research and development, but also for the procurement, storage,
matntenance, and repadr of the entire famdly of Army Ordnance missiie
systems. Sclentists, engineers, and technicians at Redstone Arsenal
had transformed such weapon systems as the HONEST JOHN, LITTLE
JOHN, REDSTONE, NIKE AJAX, NIKE HERCULES, HAWH. LACROSSE,
CORPORAL, and SERGEANT from dreams and drawing board plans
into realities.

Redstone Arsenal conttneed in its support role for AOMC untl |
June 1961 when it was replaced as a support element by the Amy

-mdw-mmwmwm
created on 4 January 1971, This Army Missile Command [MICOM)
activity provides base operations support services for the command
and for all tenant organizations on Redstone Arsenal as well as other
wmmmmdmﬂmmm
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The AOMC continued in exstence from March 1958 10 1 August
1962 when MICOM became operational at Redstone. During this time,
AOMC exper o numeTous ching Wl its subordinate elements.

The change of Redstone Arsenal to AOMSA has already been discussed.

19658, Elfective | July 1960, AOMC /ABMA lost all of s space-related
missions, along with some 4,000 civillan employees and § 100,000,000
worth of bulldings and equipment at Redstone Arsenal and Cope
Canaveral, Floricka, to NASA's George C. Marshall Space Flight Center,
which was officially opened that dav st Redstone Arsenal,

Hurst, Richard M.,

Schomburg, August,

Brig. Gen. Maj. Gen.
MICOM von Braun, Wernher,
Morris, Delmar M. Dr.

Redstone Arsenal
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-‘é Then, on 11 December 1961, both ABMA and ARGMA were abolished
and thelr functions and personnel were merged with AOMC  head-

('.f} quarters, Shortly thereafter, effective 1 January 1962, the White Sands
Missile Range was removed from the command jurisdiction of AOMC
and placed directly under the Chiel of Ordnance.
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Although 1t was not fully staffed and operatbional until 1 August
1962, MICOM was officially established on 23 May 1862. It operates
under the jurisdiction of the U. 5. Army Materiel Command [AMC)
which assumed the missions and functions of the Office, Chiel of
Ordnance and certatn other technical services which lost thetr statutory
status a8 part of the sweeping reorganization of the Department of
the Army in 1962
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by a single command untl 31 January 1977, when the missions
wmgmmlﬂlmummw
Readiness Command (MIRCOM) and the Army Missile Research and

known as the Army Materel Development and Readiness Command
(DARCOM) at that time, soon found that the most logical and efficlent
way to meet the requirements of the Army missile program was under
mmmmﬂllmﬂtmldﬂflm.mm
and MIRADCOM were disestablished and thelr organizational elements.
misstons, functions, manpower spaces, and people were combined
in place under the reinstituted Army Missile Command.

Today. Redstone Arsenial ls the home of MICOM, the Marshall Space
Flight Center, OMMCS, and numerous other tenant organizations.
Morton Thickol, Incorparated. also performs certain missile work for

Army's Family of Marshall Space Flight
Missiles Center
MICOM Morton Thiokol, Inc.
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