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JEANNE HAND HENRY, C.G.
5913 MAYSVILLE ROAD
NEW MARKET, AL 35761

205 379-2874
13 October 1995

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Near Francee,

We are glad to know that you would like to become a member
of the Real Granddaughter Club. This will require our com-
pletliog the wewmbership applicatlion for regular membership
prior to completing the Real Granddaughter application.

Application dues will be $25.00 upon submission of the
regular membership form. Annual dues will be $35.00, which
includes the magazine subscription. Then, when the regular
membership application is processed and returned, we can
complete the Real Granddaughter application which requires
dues of $3.00.

I will be glad to assist in the research and clerical
process as an act of love and affection. The necessary
application form will be mailed to you within the next
few days.

Jesse and 1 are "motoring™ to Pontotoc tomorrow to conduct
a little business but will return late Sunday. Call me if
you have any questioms.

Fondly,

Peaee

Names:
Henry, Jeanne Hand Real Granddaughter Roberts, Frances C.,
Club Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL New Market, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Oct 13, 1995
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Pebbie Hill C'E'N'T.E"RD Telephone: (205) 8444546

pr-reeoe- 2 AUBURN UNIVERSITY AT 221454
February 17, 1992

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Street
Hunusviiie, AL 35301

Dear Frances:

lamwriﬁngw_dunkwaorpa:ﬁcimﬁnginlheCenu’szidWaru: A Time
Remembered program in Huntsville. I was very pleased with the attendance and the interest
of the audi Thc hibiti m-ﬁmaﬂdiﬁmmﬂwm,uﬂwlﬂalﬂvﬂy
afternoon. According to the evaluations, your presentation was the favorite one.

Let me take this opportunily to thank you for all your fine research on Alabama and
the scholarship you have published. 1am so indebted to you, for without the quality
monographs you have written, it would be impossible to write a history of Alabama in the
covering the formative and antebellum periods. 1 hope as you look at your many
accomplishments, you will remember how much I appreciate you and how very much you
andyonrwwkhavemmlwﬂmofuswhol&)\hbamhismry. el

e ——

The Center appreciates you participating in our programs, and we look forward to
other occasions when we can include you in our programming. Many thanks again for what

you did. Your honoraria check should arrive soon. I hope to see in Tuscaloosa
AHA meeting in April. e e

%, .
Arglica . 0

5 onel!

Names:
Atkins, Leah Rawls Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:

Auburn, AL Huntsville, AL
Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Feb 17, 1992
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Thank you for being a good friend
to Alvin. In spite of his protests, I ;

believe the Saturaay night presentation

meant a lot to him. >
I want to turn in my history report=
History is so important and teaches us < B

so much.

Huntsville now has a wonderful array
of musicians -conductors, concert solois&%
orchestra players, many of them natives
Huntsville or Alabama. However, most of re——
the Symphony million dollar budget goes ———
to out-of-state artists. None of the
$400,000 Panoply budget goes to local

artists. The Huntsville Arts Council
has @ new slick brochure of artists -

to work in the schools. All the SR
musicians listed are out of state. One
even lives in France. The Symphony

office does not even have a picture

of the orchestra on the wall. :
I'm sure these out of state artist
are happy to take all of our money they

can -and they take it right out of 4

Huntsville.
Qur local artists are a valuable -
asset to the community. They need and B

deserve our support. It is good

business to do so. -
Sincerely.(:%) )

Dear Frances,

L Lk i

Names:

Dreger, Alvin
Places:

Huntsville, AL
Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Apr 24, 1995

Dreger, Pat Roberts, Frances
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THE ORCHESIRA FAMILY
As The Twig Is Bent

"Since the future of the orchestra depended heavily upon the
number of available musicians as well as listeners, music education
became one of the early priorities of the orchestra's Board of
Trustees.”™ wrote Ruth Weher in "a History of the Orchestra”™ for the
25th Season commemorative program.

The founding of the Huntsville Symphony was anthusiastically
Supported by families who came from all over the country and all over
the world because of the space prouyram. They played in the orchestra,
enjoyed music as an audience, and valued this cultural asset to the
community. Forty years later, due to the outstanding work of the
Symphony Guild and Huntsville School Music Supervisor Dorothy Adair
in developing the Youth Concerts,and Huntsville music educators who
pioneered string instruction, school and you-th orchestra progra-s.

the community has produced its own native professional caliber ;

symphony musiciane. High school students who played with the Civic |
Symphony in the 1950's and 60's are now adults working here and

performing with the increasingly professional Huntsville Symphony .

The children of many symphony players have participated along side

their parenis in the orchestra. From the ranks of the symphony have

been fine music educators, private teachers, school band and orchestra
directors, whose years of teaching in Huntsville has developed '
outstanding music students who play in the symphony and win Youth

Orchestra and Symphony Concerto auditions. 1In 1885, our community has
string programs in city and county schools, string instruction offered

by the education departments of churches, music stores, and 3 colleges,
several Suzuki String studios, 3 exrellent summer orchestra camps,

8nd two youth orchestras with 3 or more performing groups. Thousands of
school children hear live symphony performances through the annual

youth orchestra school tours, and through Huntsville Symphony and

youth orchestra perfnrmances at the Youth Cuncerts, Panoply, and

Gazebo Concerts. In the spring of the 40th Symphony Season, the goals

and efforts of the orchestra's early developers have
and come to fruition. x ’ clearly e

Pat Dreger
April 1995

Nam:(sl;ir Dorothy Dreger, Pat Weber, Ruth The Orchestra Family

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Dates:
April, 1995
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Names:
Bergstresser, Nancy
Blackwell, Amy
Blackwell, Wayne
Byrd, David
Corbett, Eric
Cox, Bianca &

Richard

Cox, Suzanne
Davenport, Bob

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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April 18, 1995

ORCHESTRA MEMBERS WHOSE CHILDREN HAVE ALSO PLAYED IN SYMPHONY

David Hobbs son Prentiss -currently principal trombone(other son-trumpet)
Nancy Bergstresser -daughter Laura Elrod currently violinist

Wayne Blackwell -davghter Amy -currently violinist

Bill Hinger -grandson Eric Corbett -now Timpani principal

Bianca & Richard Cox daughter Suzanne -bassoon

Judy Watters -both sons

Barbara & Earl Pettey -both sons (Steven -oboe/English horn)

Ester Grav -davghter Evelyn -viola

Dolores Peck -daughter Mary -violin

Evelyn Marshall (Bass) -daughters Marthas Marshall,Bonnie,Lindy -violin
David Spencer -daughter played trumpet

Husbands/Wives Who Played and/or Met In Symphony

Roy & Veta Kranert

Patricia & Alvin Dreger

Bianecs & Richard Cox

Barbara & Earl Pettey

Tom & Rhonda Mitchell

Bob Davenport & Evelyn Loehrlein

Hans Richter-Haaser, guest soloist for the March 1975 VBCC openin
concert, and Symphony Guild member Elfrieds Paetz s .

High School Students Who Have Played With The Symphony

David Byrd 1978 Grissom, now principal tuba

Eric Corbett ? Grissom, now principal Timpani
Prentiss Hobbs ? Decatur, now principal trombone
Laura Elrod (Bergstresser), now violin

Amy Blackwell, now violin (Grissom senior?)
Hunter Thomas -bassoon now (1971)
Suzanne Cox 1973 bassoon, 1980-87 oy
Deavid Spencer -nuw trumpet , Hunisville High Band Director

New Hope Band Director

David Spencer's daughter -trumpet 1993 ?

Dreger, Patricia & Loehrlein, Evelyn Peck, Mary

Alvin Marshall, Bonnie Pettey, Barbara &
Elrod, Laura Marshall, Evelyn Earl
Grau, Ester (Bass) Pettey, Steven
Grau, Evelyn Marshall, Lindy Richter-Hasser, Hans
Hinger, Bill Marshall, Martha Spencer, David
Hobbs, David Mitchell, Tom & Thomas, Hunter
Hobbs, Prentiss Rhonda Watters, Judy
Huntsville Symphony Paetz, Elfrieda
Kranert, Roy & Veta Peck, Dolores



Types:
list
Dates:
April 18, 1995
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High School Students With Symphony cont.......

Patricis Houston (Dreger) principal flute 1960, 1960's & 70's

Joe Harchanko 1891 cello (Smith student, now Fla. State masters cello)
Heather Marsh (Turvey) viols (Pat Dreger/B.Pettey) Memphis Sym. now
Marlene Howell Brown 1965 flute (Decatur), 1983-85 principal

Mary Peck ? violin, later as adult,now teaches strings in Montgomery,& Sym
Judy Watters twn sons ? now professional mueicianec

Barbara & Earl two sons ? now professional musicians (Steve Pettey 1978)
Reed Hays ? Grissom cello (Smith) college music major

Jim Brisco ? Decatur -cello (Alvin Dreger student,now college cello prof.)
Marshall sisters Martha,Bonnie,Lindy ?violin, now professional

Evelyn Grau wvinla, later professional in MNashville Sym. & others

Carol McNabb 1970 bassoon (daughter of principal flute Mary Lou McNabb)
Lechner ?bassoon, now professional Knoxville Sym.

Davis children (4) strings Albertville,now professional,Knoxville Sym 1ist ]
Dwayne Wasson ?cello ,now Hvl youth orchestra dir. & school string teacher
Danielle Tucker ?violin concerto winner(dsughter Richard & Laody Tucker)
Barbara Geissler 1960 violin,later Nashville Sym & strings teacher

Karen Sachs 1960 cello (Alvin Dreger student)

Blanchard Weber ? cello (Alvin Dreger student)

Billy Kates 1960 trumpet (son of William Kates ?)

Debbie Duke 1970 flute (student of Potricia Dreger)

There are others to add to this list. Also could include:
College students who played with the Orchestra
Board Members (such as Joe Worley flute 1958)
Children of Bosrd and 6ulld members who played in orchestra
University faculty and Youth Orchestra Directors
Huntsville area band directors and string teachers

Records on this would be available from the Youth Orchestras, =
universities, and area music educeators of many years.

Names:
Brisco, Jim Harchanko, Joe McNabb, Carol Tucker, Richard &
Brown, Marlene Hays, Reed McNabb, Mary Lou Lady
Howell Houston, Patricia Sachs, Karen Wasson, Dwayne
Duke, Debbie Kates, Billy Tucker, Danielle Weber, Blanchard
Geissler, Barbara Marsh, Heather Worley, Joe
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
list
Dates:

April 18, 1995
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Names:
Johnson, E. Dennis,
Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
biography

Dates:
April 18, 1995
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April 1B. 1995

DISTINGUISHED MUSICAL SERVICE TO THE HUNTSVILLE SYMPHONY

DURING the 40 years of the Huntsville Symphony, there have been a
number of outstanding musicians, many of excellent professional

caliber, who have made significant contributions to the development
of the symphony both as teachers and performers.

If we value these years of In-Kind Service at the present rate
of $5,000 a year for principals, an orchestra player who has been
with the symphony 20 years has made s contribution of

$100,000.00
to the Huntsville Symphony!

Today the front office of the symphony is decorated with pictures
of past conductors and names of past Guild and Board Presidents.

It is fitting to include with great pride photos, awards, and history
of the accomplishments of our local, native artiots.

Musicians making distinguished and significant artistic contribution
to the Huntsville Symphony over o poriod of many years incluge:

Barbara and Earl Pettey (17 & 15 years)

Barbara and Earl commuted from Decatur each weak to Play with the
Huntsville Symphony, Barbara serving as principal violist for 17 years,
Earl playing principal trombone for 15 years. Both of the Pettey's
sons played in the symphony. Barbara studied 8t Western Kentucky
University, special clinics/workshops. She has taught in Huntaville
and Decatur for 28 yesrs, produc ing outstanding string students
(such as Heather Marsh) to play «ith the Youth Orchestra and Sg-phony.
She has performed for many school, church, and community concerts
and has worked with AOA and AMEA for years. Earl, who studied at
Ball State U. and Peabody,Naeshville, is Music Instructor at Calhoun
Community College in Decatur, teaches private brass students, and
plays in many musical events throughout North Alabama.

Dr. E. Dennis Johnson (20 years)

Dennis has commuted from Hartselle since 1974 to play violin
with the Huntsville Symphony, serving as Concertmaster part of that
time. He studied with Sigmund Effron at Cincinnati Conservatory. He
earned a Bachelor of Science degree from MIT and his Ph.D. from
Hamilton State in electrical engineering. He has taught violin
students at Smith String Studio in Huntsville and in Decatur.
Dennis has played in and conducted many church and community

orchestras in North Alsbama, and served as President of the Youth
Orchestra.

Pettey, Barbara &
Earl
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Champlin, Greta
Cox, Bianca &
Richard

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Distinguiehed Musical Service counl...

Bianca and Richard Cox (23 years each)

Few have made such major contribution to the symphony and
Huntsville musical community as Bianca and Richard. Beginning
in 1964 with the symphony, Bianca on clarinet and Richard pls{iﬂg
baas clsrinel, Lhey have for 30 years been pertormers, musica
innovators and organizers, arrangers, educators. Three of their 5
children pleyed in the Youth Orchestra where Biancs was Board member
14 years. Daughter Suzanne, who has played bassoon with the Huntsville
Symphony a total of 10 years, graduated from the University of Alabama
in 1982. She taught in Texas schools as band director for 7 years,
also playing bassoon with community orchestras in Texas. Last year
Suzanne moved back to Huntsville where she is band dircctor at New
Hope High School. Her son Robert, Bianca & Richard's grandson, is
studying the cello. i

Biance has been a Symphony Guild member and earned a history
dcgrna_at UAH. She pioneered the firstL sLtring instruction program
for children at her own 1st Baptist Church in 1877 and put her
fellow orchestrs members to work teaching. She pioneered the 1st
city school string classes in 1978 (now both city and county schools
have string classes and string instructors, and both youth orchestras
have beginning level groups) She is founder and director of the Gazebo
Concerts, known through out the Southeast and bringing thousands of
people to downtown Huntsville's Big Spring Park each summer. She
founded the Alterezza Concerts, presenting the finest Huntsville and
Alabama musicians in quality classical chamber music programs. She
has organized the Library Concerts, the Dinosaur Concerts for children,
the Gazebo Pops Orchestra, the Alterezza Chamber Orchestro, Southwinds
Chamber Players and more. She was winner of the 1993 Virginia Simms
Award.

Richard is founder, organizer, and musical arranger of an
excellent Big Band, The Richard Cox Orchestra, which is in demsnd
for dances both locally and out-of-town.

Richard and Bianca have B grandchildren. Four of their S
adult children now live in Huntsville with their families.

EEEERE R A

There are many Huntsville Symphony musicians who deserve to be
recognized and thanked. There needs to be careful research on this.

* Bob Larkin: fine Concertmaster for 16 years. He and his wife Leo,
an award-winning country musician, just completed a month concert
tour in South Africa with their Duo, The Classical Country Connection

* Merjorie Smith: major developer of Huntsville string students through
years as Youth Orchestra President, and estsblishment of Smith String
Studio and Suzuki School. Provided teaching jobs for orchestra players.

* Lourdes Pfau:many years Assistant Concertmaster & full-time teacher

* Rono Prince: 25 years viola *Desiree Juricic:20 yrs cello

* Dolores Peck: 19 yrs violin,18 yrs librarian. Youth Orchestra
sssictant, ond ossistent for the Madison County OrchesLra Prugram.

*Marilyn Verdier:17 yrs 1st violin & teacher * Robby Shuck: 21 Fr. horn

* Greta Champlin:years cello/string teacher *Judy Watters 19 Joyce GreeniS

and MOX® .....oncesw
Green, Joyce Pfau, Lourdes Smith, Marjorie
Larkin, Bob Prince, Rono Verdier, Marilyn
Peck, Dolores Shuck, Robby Watters, Judy
list
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April 18, 1995

HUNTSVILLE SYMPHONY ALUMNI NOW LIVING IN HUNTSVILLE AREA

Half of these Huntsville Symphony alumni are professional caliber
players (about 26) , comparable in ability to Birmingham or Nashville
Orchestra players. Most are active as performers and/or teachers.
Thic moy not be e complete list and sume years service are estimates.
The list is in random order.

Bob Larkin -Concertmaster 16 years

- Marilyn Verdier - violin 17 yrs

Barbara Pettey - principal viola 17 yrs

Earl Pettey - principal trombone 15 yrs

Alvin Dreger - founder and principal cello 25 years
Bob Gifford -principal flute 5 yrs

Patricia Houston Dreger - principal flute starting 1960

Doris Hall - principal flute 12 yrs
-ludy Wattere - Fr. horn 19 yre

10. Marlene Howell Brown -principal flute B yrs

11. Wayne Blackwell - trombone, St. Bass, percussion
12. Paul Maupin - trombone

13. Mory Lou McNebb - principel lluLe

14. Dr. David Graves - principal clarinet

15. Welter Urben - principal clarinet

16. Bob Davenport -principal oboe, English horn starting 1960
17. marjorie Smith -cello

18. Barbara Poularikas - violin
19. Bill Bruner -principal Fr. horn

D~ DU LN

20. Veneta Billmayer -principal cello 9+ yrs 5}”“{’“' Mocw
21. Bianca Cox - clarinet 23 years hises cpuat

22. Richard Cox -bass clarinet 23 yrs 17
23. Suzanne Cox - bassoon 10 yrs principal ou?-#{'*vum

24. Ceorol Muer clorinet

25. Werner Sna;k - trumpet Q\ﬁﬂcks a{

26. Bill Bubke - Fr. horn 26 yrs 4o\ g2

27. Pat Lundquist - viola 25 yrs

28. Delores Peck - violin 19 yrs

29. Nancy Bergstresser - violin 14 yrs

30. Frank Garcia - violin

31. Patricia Cassity - violin

32. Robert Shuck -principal Fr. horn 21 yrs

33. Valerie Fleming - violin

34. David Kyles - trumpet

35. Keith Haney - trumpet

36. Danielle Tucker - violin

37. Sally Coffee Bryan - violin

38. Robert Funderburk -percussion B+ yrs

39. Lady Shivers Tucker -Mezzu Suprsnu (suvluvist Gelileo Galilei Premiere)
40. Ingrid vonSpakovsky-Weaver -pianist (rehearsal soloist)
41. Phil Weaver -classical guitar (rehearsal soloist)
42. Richard Rausch -principal 2nd wviolin

43. Bill Kates -timpani -charter member

44. Louvise Wilson - violin

45. Mildred Anderson -violin - 1st Guild President
46. George Hoffmeister -violin

47. Eunice Hoffmeister - viola

48. Gerry Byars -violin

300 Sty Hinarscks - celle 32 Keines Milten vielin
Names:

Anderson, Mildred Cox, Bianca & Haney, Keith McNabb, Mary Lou
Bergstresser, Nancy Richard Hilten, Heintz Mucry, Carol
Billmayer, Veneta Cox, Suzanne Hindricks, Betty Peck, Dolores
Blackwell, Wayne Davenport, Bob Hoffmeister, Eunice Pettey, Barbara &
Brown, Marlene Dreger, Patricia & Hoffmeister, George Earl

Howell Alvin Huntsville Symphony Poularikas, Barbara
Bruner, Bill Fleming, Valerie Alumni Rausch, Richard
Bryan, Sally Coftee Funderburk, Robert Kates, Bill Shuck, Robert
Bubke, Bill Garcia, Frank Kyles, David Smith, Marjorie
Byars, Gerry Grau, Evelyn Larkin, Bob Smock, Werner
Cassity, Patricia Graves, David, Dr. Lundquist, Pat Thompson, Mary

Hall, Doris Maupin, Paul Edith



Tucker, Danielle
Tucker, Lady Shivers
Urban, Walter

Places:

Huntsville, AL
Types:

list
Dates:

April 18, 1995

Verdier, Marilyn
Watters, Judy
Weaver, Phil

Wilson, Louise
vonSpakovsky-
Weaver, Ingrid
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Brown, Marlene
Howell
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Huntsville, AL
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April 18, 199§

Huntsville Symphony Alumni

The following musicians all served as principasl flutists with the
Huntsville Symphony and other orchestras. They presently live in
Huntsville and are active ae teachers ond/or performers.

Two are native Alsbama artists, and three played with the Huntsville
Orchestras during high school. All are professional caliber performers.

Marlene Howell Brown

Born in Birmingham, Alabemo in 1850, her feimly later moved Lu
Decatur where she sttended high school and played with the Huntsville
Orchestra 1965-67. She attended the North Carolina School of the Arts
for 1 year, then Lindwood College and a masters at Washington University
in St. Louis in French. She studied flute with Albert Tipton on full
scholarship to Aspen and also with Rampal in France.

After she returned to Huntsville, she and her husband both worked
for Intergraph (1976), played with the Huntsville Symphony for 3 years
(1983-8B5), was organist for Epworth Church, and continues to perform
on flute and piano for many community programs. Her two children
presently play cello with the Youth Orchestra.

Robert R. Gifford

Born in Durand, Wisconsin, his family moved to Huntsville in 1960
He received hie Bachelor degrec from Cincinneti Conservatory of Music,

and a Masters Degree in Music from Cetholic University in Washington, D.C.

with flute credits from Julius Baker in New York.

From 1972-78 Bob wes principal flutist with the Navy Band in
Washington, D.C. He has played principal flute in the Annapolis Symphony,
performed concerts at the Smithsonian, been featured soloist for
Huntsville Chamber Music Guild and Alterezza Concerts. He served as
principal flutist with the Huntsville Symphony from 1880-85.

Bob is a most successful GRI, Multi-Million Dollar Producer in the
Huntsville resl estate business, and enjoys ice skating & flute playing.

Doris Spooner Hall

Doris has served as Instructor on the music faculty of AEM
University in Huntsville for 23 years. She holds a masters degree
in music education from Louisiana State University and has served
a@s principal flutist with the Huntsville Symphony, playing with the
orchestra for a total of 12 years. She has been Artist-In-Residence
for Alabame schools through the Alabama State Arts Council, and
Flute Clinician/Adjudicetor for the Alahama Bandmasters Assccistion.
Her husband is also an ABM Instructor and they have two children.
Daughter Amy, a senior at Grissom, is a wvery accomplished young
artist in flute, violin, and dance, and plans a career in the arts.
Patricis Houston Oreger

Born in Sheffield, Ala. in 1942 her association wi
- " ith e H
Sy,phuny began 35 years ago when she drove 75 miles each ua:: tou:E::ille
prlneip,l flute (1900) During high school, Paet was a S5-year Red Band
medal winner, 1st flute with Interlochen Honors Band, 1st flute with
B'ham Pops, student & orchestra flutist at Indiana University.

Symphory hew
WSes V\qshv:”&
Fltish =

URAH shlents

Dreger, Patricia Gifford, Robert R.
Houston Hall, Doris Spooner
list

Huntsville Symphony
Alumni
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Principal flutists cont......

(Patricia Houston Dreger)

After graduation from the New England Conservatory of Music in
Boston with a major in Orchestral Performance (1964), ehe rcturned to
Huntsville to teach and play with the orchestra. She has played
principal flute with the Huntsville Symphony (1870's), served as
president of the Huntsville Chamber Music Guild, music critic for
'I:hg Huntsville Times, and did summer greduete sLudy at Indiana
University and Aspen.

In 1973 she married Huntsville Symphony founder and principal
cellist Alvin Dreger.

Her students have won numerous honors and have played with
the Huntsville Symphony and Youth Orchestras. In 1977 she and
Bianca Cox were co-founders/Directors of the first string instruction

program in Huntsville and the first school string rlasses. She
was founder and Director of the Madison County Schools Orchestra

Program from 1980-85, teaching over 500 string students and winning
acclaim from renowned educators such as Marvin Rabin.

Dreger, Patricia
Houston

Places:

Huntsville, AL

Types:

biography

Dates:

April 18, 1995
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Roberts, Frances C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
May 4, 1990

|
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FRANCES CABAN]SS ROBERTS
603 Randolph Ave. S.E. Ph. 534-7863
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

May 4, 1990

Mrs. Bea Thompson
Library-Serials, Ruom 75
University of South Alabama
Mobile, AL 36688
Dear Mrs. Thompson:
In response to your letter of March 9, 1989, I would like to
report that we can furnish you with a back file of the
v w from 1971 to 1990 for a total
price of $20.00 g
We would also like to invite your library to join our
organization at annual dues of $7.50 which will entitle you
to two issues of the Review as they are published.
Our association has had its ups and duwns 1n recent

times, but we think we are on the road to recovery at the
present time.

Sincerely yours,

Frirenes RRBsdss

Frances C. Roberts,
Editor

Sty
Oy ? R
" oy p/%

Thompson, Bea, Mrs.

Mobile, AL
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Roberts, Frances C. Thompson, Bea, Mrs.

Places:
Huntsville, AL Mobile, AL
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May 4, 1990
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Huntsville, AL Quincy, IL

Types:
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1864 Mar 4, 1990
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Atkins, Leah Rawls
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED 1847

May 17, 1994

. il

TO:! of the U ing Alabama” programs

FROM: Leah Rawls Atkins
Secretary, Alabama rical Association

IampimmdmannounoemyoumalmealabammsmnmlAmm'sm
whmhmubedemdwamdemuonofﬂ:ewnungandmupmnoruahnmlﬁm.
has been awarded by the Alabama Humanities Foundation.

antfwﬁjoomunmponamofmmmmmmunﬁ
"Understanding Alabama: Capturing a State's History." They will be presented in
Birmingham, Montgomery, Mobile, Dothan, Auburn, Tuscaloosa, Jacksonville-Anniston,
Florence, and Huntsville,

1 will be contacting you in the next fwwwbwguwp!mmrmmh
your community. The Alabama Historical Association Executive Committee will meet on
June 10th, and we will be finalizing some plans then, and if I do not get to you before then,
I will shortly thereafter. I will be out of the office between May 25th and June 7ih.

Mosumponantbeforefmdlqmesayﬂmksfmallywdzd-nunyofywmm
short notice—to assist us with the materials we needed in order to put tog a
grant. You FAXed, UPSed, and hand-delivered letters of support and résumés, and we are
most grateful. I had planned to send individual letters of appreciation to each of you, but I
have become bogged down in paperwork and hawve paniced as the time approaches for me to
leave the office next week. My debt of gratitude is nonetheless real and my appreciation
deep despite the impersonal nature of this memo.

I shall be in touch shortly.
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November 4, 1995

Mrs. Sarah Fiske
3420 N. Broad Place SW
Huntsville AL 35805

Dear Sarah:

I am glad that you are feeling better and that you are at work on a book. Kecping
busyonpmjectamchu!heumhdptokeepyouywnghmindmﬂ;pﬁt

ShmaﬂofﬂnWeedmbwkshawbwnsoldandrepublistﬁngneedsmukeplm
)nﬁthmdda?r.ﬂishnpmmedmton@mwm, Powell that we reprint the book as
is and paste in a page of corrections when we get them from the printer. By following this
route, we can save time and money.

When you feel like working, call me and we will review the book together and

Once again, thank you for being my friend.

Sincercly,

Frances C. Roberts

FCR:ngh

Names:
Fiske, Sarah, Mrs. Powell, Roberts, Frances C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Nov 4, 1995
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Names:
Ellis, Diane
Johnson, Dot

Places:

Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Nov 4, 1995
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November 4, 1995

Mrs. Caroline Philpot
1113 Wallea Dx.
Mobile AL 36608

Dear Caroline:

lamendoaingﬂiemuaialyoumedtoordulMapleIﬂCmnuybook Please
excuse my delay, but I just found your address in onc of my coat pockets.

Ywuﬁﬂbepiusedmhwwthanhcmbdiﬁn’onthﬂwudwe&opndlmmdm
family home now contains a small park which includes the remains of the Monte Sano
are raising funds to recreate part of the dairy. From what she says, the park will be a nice
quiet area where people can go and reflect.

You will also be interested to know that Dot Johnson continues to preserve your
fnnnlyhome They have now developed the upstairs part of the house and have built a
new kitchen area which doubles for a library and workspace for Dot's genealogical work.

It certainly was good to see you again at the reunion. I hope to see you again in
ﬁve_ygersit‘noibefom If you come to Huntsville, drop by to see me and we can
reminisce.

Love,
Frances C. Roberts
FCR:ngh
Enclosure
Philpot, Caroline, Roberts, Frances C.
Mrs.
Mobile, AL
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Richardson, Patrick Roberts, Frances C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Nov 4, 1995
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Names:
Roberts, Frances C. Thompson, Bea, Mrs.

Places:
Huntsville, AL Mobile, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
June 8, 1990
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Names:
Cobun, Peter Finn, Daniel E. Hughes, Leo F., Mrs. Roberts, Frances C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL San Diego, CA

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
June 8, 1990
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Omice of The of Alabama in Alumni House
Lot ’ Ll Phone: (205) 890-8500

Fax: (205) 690-6462
March 14, 1987

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Please accept UAH's heartfelt thanks for your support during the past fiscal year, which is
mwmmmmhmmmmss-semwem’sm As a member of the

Council you ivate partnership envisioned years ago by the university's
founders.

The continuing and generous support of alumni and friends of the university means a great deal
to all ot us, and enables UAH to meet the challenges of growing recognition and academic
excellence. Your gifts, combined with others, help strengthen the university's academic,
scientific, and cultural programs and make the difference between an acceptable and
exceptional educatinnal experience

Enclosed for your reference is the directory of the Council's 1995-96 membership listing those
individuals and companies that share the university’s commitment to build a distinctive public-
assisted research university, as highlighted in the accompanying Research Review.

Every attempt has been made to list accurately each member for the fiscal year 1995-96, reflecting
gifts received from October 1, 1985 to September 30, 1998 Smudthemheaneﬂorermm
or a change in corporate name or officers, your ist is appr

Again, | am deeply grateful for your investment in our university and its students. | look forward
10 working with you In its advancement.

Sincerely,
Lot L. Lt
Robert E. Curtis
Director -

REC/cal
= enclosures

A Sgace Oramt Cofege
An Amemgtive ACon  Eguel DMy St e

Names:
Curtis, Robert E. Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:
Mar 14, 1997
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Mitchell, Cathy

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Sept 6, 1990

2G6é FoiDER &

OfAlal':ama'

In Huntsville

Hunisville, Alabama 35899
Office of University Development (205) 8956500

September 6, 1990

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801-4159

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Please ﬁpd attached a list of the names and addresses of the Liberal
Arts Advisory Committee. If | can be of further ist
do not hesitate to call.

Cathy tchell
Secretary

1
ice, p

Sincerely,

A Atrmatve ActoriEgas Opporiaaty Fetson

Roberts, Frances, Dr.



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:

Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s

Image 23

Names:

Alison, Cecelia D.,
Mrs.

Baker, Ramona
Bonner, Charlene P.
Davis, Billie, Mrs.
Graves, Patrick H., Jr.
Holmes, Randall

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
list

r02g06-08-000-0023

Contents  Index

Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8

About

2G6 FolDER &

LIBERAL ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mrs. Cecelia D. Alison
1500 Dug Hill Road
Brownsboro, AL 35741-9729

Ms. Ramona Baker
Executive Director

Arts Council

515 Eustis Avenue, SE
Huntsvills, AL 35801-4113

Ms. Charlene P. Bonner
1 St. Charles Road

Huntsville, AL 35801

Mrs. Billie Davis
1619 Brookmeade, SE
Decatur. AL 35601

Mr. Patrick H. Graves, Jr.
503 Eustis Avenue, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801-4113

Mr. Randall Holmes

Merrill, Lynch & Associates
402 Lincoln Street, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Mr. Richard Dwight Kephart
1524 Riverbend Place
Decatur, AL 35601

Dr. Richard L. Lester, Jr.
Bayfield Drive, SE
Huntsville, AL 35802-1102

Mr. Tom Thrasher

CEO, Thrasher Oil Company
P. O. Box 233

Huntsville, AL 35804

Kephart, Richard
Dwight

Lester, Richard L., Jr.,
Dr.

Liberal Arts Advisory
Committee

Mrs. Elizabeth Lowe
413 McCiung Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

Mr. Patrick E. McCauley
Editor

The Huntsville Times
501 Franklin Street
Huntsville, AL 35801

Mrs. Louise Rodgers
208 White Street, NE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Mrs. Sandra V. Shipman
Program Specialist
Huntsville Bd. of Education
516 Cleermont Drive, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801-1839

Mrs. Martha Simms
One Cruse Alley
Huntsville. AL 35801-4228

Mrs. Linda Smith
1317 Chandler Road, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dr. J. Ellis Sparks

Dean, UAH, SPMC

103 Calhoun Street, NE
Huntsville, AL 35801 1032

Ms. Evelyn Spearman
1801 Toll Gate Road
Huntsville, AL 35801

Lowe, Elizabeth,
Mrs.

McCauley, Patrick E.

Rodgers, Louise,
Mrs.

Shipman, Sandra V.,
Mrs.

Simms, Martha, Mrs.
Smith, Linda, Mrs.
Sparks, J. Ellis, Dr.
Spearman, Evelyn
Thrasher, Tom



Dates:
1990
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

A Space Grant Colege of

Teiephone: (205; BES-5340
Fax Mo (205) 305 6536

March 26, 1993

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Dear Frances:

Thanks very much for your letter of March 19. | appreciate your
support on the semester change, and that of the College Advisory
Committee. | thought you might be interested in the actual memorandum
| sent out 10 the taculty; the quotation | mention came, of course, from a

liberal arts student!
Best regards,
&
Y%
rank A. Franz
President
FAF-ve
Enclosure
A AMrmgte AZOrE O COOONITy TEISION
Names:
Franz, Frank A. Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

Mar 26, 1993
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Telephone: (205) 5444546
A University. AUBURN UNIVE
RSITY ATTNet: 7712048

Names:

Atkins, Leah Rawls
Places:

Auburn, AL
Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Sept 26, 1990

September 26, 1990

Dr. Frances Roberts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Dear Dr.

mmum&nmfmmmanmumammu
submmedmthcAhbnmnHumaanoundamnrmmomh. This grant will fund

public humanities programs in eight towns in Alabama beginning in October 1991 and
extending to December 1992. Although the program participants and titles of presentations

vary from city to city, our working title for the series is: "World War II, A Time
Remembered.”

lamwnmngwmwwyoutopa:mpateaudtoagme,wmamﬂy.ofmwbem

this program. . in our proposal we have you scheduled for a program in

Huntsville in February 1992 with the preliminary title: "Huntsville during World War IL"

We will expect a 15 to 20 minute presentation, and we would like to have a copy for possible

publication. All this, of course, is contingent upon our receiving grant funds for the
program.

Ifyouwﬂlagrcelnpammpam,wouldyouplem.outandmmmmmthe
stamped sclf-addressed

résumé for the proposal?

I hope that you can tentatively agree to participate and look forward 1o hearing from
you as soon as possible.

Rawls Atkins
Director
LRA/sw
cnec.
”RM Alalanal”
a public library reading-discussion program funded by a grant from the

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Huntsville, AL

lopc the d agr form, along with a bricf, two=page
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£ DRAFT

carrving forward

THE HUMANITIES CONTAIN CIVILIZATION'S MEMORY,
past, so it can reshape the future.

the wisdom of the

The HUMANITIES ask life's enduring questions, such as

Who are we?
What is our destiny?
Wherein lie our powers?
What are our limits?
The HUMANITIES enrich the meaning our activities, exploring
ethics, religion, and philosophy
languages and literature
history and human culture
ideas in art and music
the foundations of study in
science
mathematics
the social sciences.

The HUMANITIES encourage
critical analysis

reflection about values
reasoned choices

errective communication, in speech and writing.

The HUMANITIES develop citizens who
know their nation's past
understand their world
care about society's future
interact responsibly with other cultures and societies.

The HUMANITIES remind us that mate

rial possessions and
technical skills are not ends but means. ¥

THE HUMANITIES AFFIRM THE VALUE OF LIVING LIFE WELL. . .
AS WELL AS MAKING A LIVING

Names:
The Humanities

Types:
draft
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Types:
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THE HUMANITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE

*#*PROVIDE GENERAL EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS, TOMORROW'S
teachers and scholars
engineers and scientists
nurses and other medical proressionals
managers, accountants, and businessmen
citizens and statesmen.

*#**OFFER MAJORS AND MINORS IN
history
foreign languages
Englich
philosophy
art history
communications.

*#**SUPPORT INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMS SUCH AS
honors
foreign langungesfinternational trade
teacher certification
and relate to course offerings of
sociology
psychology
political science
education
music.

***FACULTY MEMBERS IN HUMANITIES
teach over 20% of all undergraduates at UAH each year
50% hold the Ph.D. degree
hold offices in major professional and community organ-
izations
publish books and articles of scholarly significance
regularly present papers at local, state, national, and
international professional meetings
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ON THE WINGS OF THOUGHT

SINCE THE DAYS OF THE GREEKS, WE HAVE DEPENDED UPON EDUCA-
TION IN THE HUMANITIES TO DRAW US UP ABOVE THE WORLD OF ROUTINE
CONCERNS TOWARD THE LIGHT OF NEW PERSPECTIVES, OF THE IDEAS THAT
SHAPE AND SUSTAIN OUR SOCIETY.

We all believe in Huntsville's potential, in what it can mean for
our state and nation. In partnership with the community, UAH has
made great strides toward fulfilling its potential as a balanced
and comprehensive university. The Humanities faculty at UAH is
deeply committed to enriching its contribution to that partner-
ship as we work to educate those upon whom our future depends.
But, just as with our programs in science and technoloyy, excel-
lent Humanities programs require more than state funding alone.
We present here a plan whose success depends upon your creativity

and support. The National Endowment for the Humanities will help
us. . .if you will.

HERE IS THEIR OFFER:

A Challenge Grant is money available from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (an independent federal agency) to
universities for the purpose of improving program quality and
financial stability in institutions and organizations that
support and study the humanities. Awards in this program are
made only when

1. there is evident need for Endowment funds both to
sustain fund-raising goals and to effoect signifi improv L
or prevent significant losses in humanities programs and
- matching fund are available.

The term humanities includes the study of the following
disciplines: History, Thilosophy, Languayes=, Literature, Archae—
oloqy,.Jurisprudence, Ethics, The Arts (History, Theory, and
Criticism), Comparative religions, Social sciences (those aspects
which employ historical or philosophical approaches.

Names:
The Humanities

Types:
draft
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Types:
draft
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My,

A TEN YEAR PLAN FOR THE HUMANITIES AT UAH
IURPOSES:

TO ENRICH THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY

TO ENHANCE THE EDUCATION OF ALL STUDENTS

TO ENCOURAGE AND REWARD EXCELLENT TEACHING AND RESEARCH
BY THE FACULTY

TO SUPPLEMENT NORMAL GROWTH FROM STATE FUNDS

GOAL I: TO DEVELOP THE HUMANITIES INSTITUTE:

To provide direction for related humanities projects, the struc-
ture of the organization will include

A Public Humanities Program to sponsor symposia, lecture
series, special seminars of community interest, and a series of
publications, "Windows on the Mind,™ to share our work as broadly
as possible.

A Special Collections Program to augment the UAH libra in
fields of significant interest to students and the community.
These will include further growth in our manuscript collections
of local people who have contributed to the region's progress,
and of space history: enriched holdings in the study of women and
the family, in international studies, especially non-western
fields, and in comparative literature; and microforms in all
humanities fields to compensate for our limitations in materials
printed before the 1960s.

Enhancement Development Programs to improve our
ability to recruit and retain humanities faculty in an increas-
ingly competitive academic market. These will include cndowed
chairs for teachers and scholars; endowed rotating fellowships to
reward teaching and encourage research; and endowment for wvisit-
ing scholars and travel grants for our own faculty, to extend our
influence; and an endowed lecture/symposium rfund.

centers for Research in such areas as Regional Studies and
International Studies, to promote faculty and student research,
and to seek external funds to provide essential support.

GOAL II: TO CREATE A HOME FOR THE HUMANITIES INSTITUTE
The Humanities Institute Building is a long term goal.

Placed near the library and convenient to public parking, it
would house Institute's programs, and it would provide an hos-

D}?A £
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pitable site for the interchange among faculty, students and the
community. It would therefore alec include

An auditorium designed specifically for lecture/discussion

programs, with comfortable seating on gradually sloped risers so
that conversational volices can be heard throughout the room.

A University Commons, an area so designed that people can
meet informally with visiting speakers, hold casual meetings,
have receptions, and share ideas in an attractive setting.

i Room for faculty, students, and the community,
providing microform access to lncal records, computers and ma-—
chine-readable information, films and videos of special interest,
and manuscripts of papers presented at symposia, lectures, and
the special seminars of the Institute.
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| P "y L, Alaiasa SES01-4208  (205) SH2-TAKI  (R00) OTH-INIP  Fax (205) 5831247

e ——

Names:
Helsel, Beverly Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
June 24, 1991
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OUTLINE FOR STATE HISTORY TEACHERS CONFERENCE
"A SPIRIT OF THE TIMES: A WORKSHOP OF EARLY AIABAMA SOCIAL,
DOMESTIC AND LABOR HISTORY"™
JULY 23-26, 1991
Tuesday, July 23
3:00-5:00 PM Registration - Hilton
6:00-7:00 PM Dinner (orientation-explanation of what we
hope to accomplish) cCHV MPR
7:00-8:00 PM Pre-Convention Developments, Dr. Frances
Roberts, retired UAH. Lecture 1 hour.
CHV MPR
Wednesday, Julvy 24
8:00 AM Continental Breakfast - CHV MER
8:30-10:30 AM Indians in Early Alabama, Melvina Phillips,
Department of Indian Education. Lecture,
Dance, and Sign language demonstrations 2
hours. CHV MPR
10:30-10:45 AM Break
10:45-12:00 AM Architecture in Early Alabama, Harvie Jones,
AIA. Lecture, slide presentation 1 1/2 hours.
CHV MPR
12:15-1:30 PM Lunch and tour at the Weeden House
1:45-3:00 PM Constitutional Convention, Dr. Leah Atkins,
Auburn University. Lecture 1 hour. CHV MPR
3:00-3:15 PM Break
3:15-4:45 PM Domestic Skills (hands-on experience). Staff
interpreters. Teachers will be divided into s
groups (stations) and will rotate stations
every 30 minutes. (3 stations) 1 1/2 hours.
CHV
4:45-5:00 PM Harrison Brothers Hardware Store
5:00-6:00 PM Return to Hilton/get ready for dinnar
6:00-6:30 PM Pick up and transport to home of Dr. and Mrs.
John Hoar.
| 6:30-8:30 PM Pottery Lecture, Dr. John Hoar. 1 hour.
Names:
Atkins, Leah, Dr. Jones, Harvie State History
Hoar, John, Dr. & Phillips, Melvina Teachers
Mrs. Roberts, Frances, Dr. Conference
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
program
Dates:

July 23, 1991

July 23-26, 1991

July 24, 1991
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Dinner to follow.
8:30 PM Return to Hilton
Thursday, July 25
8:00 AM Continental Breakfast CHV MPR
8:30-9:30 AM The Formative Years, Dr. Leah Atkins, Auburn
University. Lecture 1 hour. CHV MPR
9:30-10:30 AM Journalism/Printing in Early Alabama, Dr.
Walter Clement, retired, Auburn University.
Lecture 1 hour. CHV MPR
10:30-11:30 AM Paper making and paper marblizing, Jane Young,
Constitution Hall Village. Hands-on 1 Hour.
CHV oOutdoors
11:;30-12:00 PM Walking tour Twickenham 1/2 hour.
12:00-1:30 PM Lunch in Twickenham-return to CHV
1:30-2:30 PN American Folklore, Angelia Hartline, Lecture 1
hour. CHV MFR
2:30-5:00 PM Domestic skills (5 stations) 2 1/2 hours
credit. CHV
5:00-6:00 PM Break at Hilton
6:00-7:00 PM Dinner
7:00-9:00 PM Music/Dance in Early Alabama, Joyce Cauthen,
(dance instructor) Alabama Folklife
Association. 2 hours. CHV
Eriday, July 26
8:00 AM Continental Breakfast CHV MPR LV’J//{ M
8:30-10:30 AM Blacks in Early Alabama, Dr. Alma Freeman,
Alabama State, Montgomery. Panel discussion 2
hours. CHV and Slaves Quarters PﬁpkeAP}
10:30-10:45 AM Break e
10:45-11:45 AM Studying Alabama History Techniques -
University of Alabama Education Department.
Lecture 1 hour.
11:45 AM Close of Conference
Stations:
Names:

Atkins, Leah, Dr.
Cauthen, Joyce

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
program

Dates:
July 25, 1991

Clement, Walter, Dr.
Freeman, Alma, Dr.

Hartline, Angelia
Robb, Frances

July 26, 1991

Young, Jane
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The geometric simplicly of the Mariner's Compass has
madc it 3 favorilc paticrn among quilters for several
hundred years. The dlean. sharp design is achicved with
mathematical precision. careful planning, and delicate. but
determined. exceution. According lo superstition. if the
quilter broke a thread when quilting, bad luck would be

Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8
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HMuntenle | AL F5501

Mariner's Compass

sure to follow

iQuiilted in New England. circa 1895 Coliection of Thomas K

Woodard. American Anigues & Quilts. New York. New York)

Names:
Cornelius, Donald W.
Mariner's Compass

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
address

Dates:
Aug 19, 1993

Photography by Myron Milker

Written by Jonna C. Gresa
AMEFICAMA PATCHWORX

__ N
Carrent

CURRENT, INC.. COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80841

Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.

envelope

G

note card
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Cornelius, Kay

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Aug 19, 1993
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MH ALABAMA'S FIRST FULL-SERVICE PUBLIC RADIO STATION

December 20, 1994

Dear Dr. Roberts,

Harry and I really enjoyed having you grace SUNDIAL in October.
Hope we can meet again in our studios - perhaps a program on Huntsville
history?

A bit late, but here's the copy of the tape we promised you.
May you have a happy happy holiday season!

%Wa

Judy Wactters

UAH CAMPUS

4701 UNIERSTTY DRIVE
MUNTSVILLE. ALASAMA 35899-3099
206 90E 08T

SRy YO Te e o Te vy f LGRS © Surtsee
Lo v T Aaata Ehcons Tmevnon Cormamoe

Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Watters, Judy &
Harry
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Dec 20, 1994



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8
Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s
Image 37  102g06-08-000-0037  Contents Index  About

2G¢& FoiDER 8

Jane Hewitt + One Hawthome Hill « Louisville, KY 40204

Thacch 3 /555

Names:
Hewitt, Jane Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Louisville, KY

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Mar 31, 1996
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| The house was built from hay bales covered with metal
lath and stucen. The dramatic rmof (1or) is corrugated

serylic. CENTER LirT: A wood stove heats the living room.
| The barrcllike sleeping niches (see plan, crnTer miGiT,

and photograph, sorrom) protrude from the rear facade:
thuir shapes evoke hay bales cousmn la local felds.

House Beautiful magazine
Names:
Read, Mimi House Raising in the
Black Belt
Places:

Hale Co., AL
Types:
magazine article

Dates:
June, 1995

_._{\J '

| House raising in the black be

An architecture

professor and his students buil
Jfor rural families in need

BY MIiMI READ

Hale Counrty stands locked in time
teeming with old ironies. This swath of south-cents
Alsbama known as the Black Belt for its dark, fecund soil st
looks much the way ir did in 1936—rhe vear James Agee a1
Walker Evans spent a summer photographing and intervies
ing its shockingly poor sharecropper families for their clas
book, Let Us New Praise Famous Men

But one thing s new. Thete days H:
County has architect Sarmse] Mocichee a1
|| his students among its residents. Mockb

——— A pmr:ssc-r of sschite

mare ar Auborn Universi
fl Every quarter, siaeen d
pedroom || 5ign students abandon ©
| 1 Auburmn campus and jo
Mockbee ar the schoo
Remote Rural Srudio
: the heart of the Bla
Belr. There they desiy
and build housing

. low-incame people
One recent challeng

\|--.1h¢r and lhe amdcnn. built an 850-square-foor hou
for Alberta and Shephard Bryant, a couple who had bved £
forty yoars at the f.-ud of a dire road in a shack with leakis
roof, scant walls, and no running water.
“When it rained we bad w0 put our funsitee e coune
says Shephard Bryant, who fishes, hunts, and grows '-vgr.lbl-
The couple’s prioritics were a bedroom, a bathroom, sleepts
niches with desks for three grandchildren who live with thes
and 2 fiving area with a kitchen. A front posch was another r
t. Shephard Bryant also asked for a smokehouse.
Working with 2 $15,000 budget from the Alsbama Pow
Foundation. students designed a hooes thar i innovative o=
Jow-tech. Hay bales are the substructure for walls. A shed ro
of cormugated acrylic keeps off rain but lets in ight.
I*o( the Bryants, the house was an unexpecred gift. “1 lo
" Albcrta Beyaut griss. “Tt couldn’t be any berrer.~
Fm the students it was a chance 1o “plug into the mu
responsbly,” says Samuel Mockbee. “We try o build som
thing with qnnl 1 tell my students it's got to be warm, ds
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Postcards From
The Edge

Samuel Mockbee and his Alabama
Rural Studio take architecture
schooling on the road.

Hale r‘m:nm [:mmem of Human Resources for guidance in

Mrmwmmwmhﬁtmmxmm
wmgwnmh:‘ywm’mmmm

Msammtnmﬂudhﬁwlddn&?mmdm
Eroup i d iry T and anoth
Mdﬂmmm&m“m“
hyhaksmmdinmmlwiamﬂwm“
brick. An serylic awning sereens the front pPractical
Anuher-mdm:bﬁummmdmm”
bottle portholes and a metal roof made of old road signs. “We'd have
died without them [Mockbee and the students].” says Bryant.

“What [ look for are projects that have s moral sense. Architects can

supplemented their practice £ =tntsat a have a p d effectona ity and vice versa ™ says Mocikhes

variety of Southern of the Rural Studio’s goala “It's not aboat the architeet’s passion, but
4 the architect’s son." Another house is underway Meanwhile,
Five years ago, on one of his frequent i drives b Moekk ice with a virtual studio: Coler. now at

Canton and Auburn, Mockbee conceived the Rural Studio: an archi-
tectural clinic in sitw. Along with his department head, D.K. Ruth,
Mockbee appealed to Alabama Power for financial support and was
granted some $200,000, partly in matching-gift grants, over a five-
vear period. They chose as their base the cotton “black-belt™ town of
Greensboro, Alahama, (population 3,000), where the local nursing

b Soaikboil. an shandonid akbehall Sor s 2 BvaAberS

space: “redneck Taliesin South.” Mockbes calls it. He turned to the

H  Architeetural Keewrd March 798¢

Architectural Record magazine

Names:

Mockbee, Samuel

Rural Studio project

Places:
Greensboro, AL

Types:
magazine article

Dates:
March, 1996

Postcards From the
Edge

Hale Co., AL

i his
the American Academy in Rome as a 1995-'96 Rome Prize recipient.
pormally lives across state lines from Mockbee in Memphis.

While Mockbes is quick to credit his students for each project, his
presence is felt. “He's papa.” says former student Rosrd Veltman,
who stayed on in G sboro to build & chapel as his
thesis project (opposite). “Whether we like it or not, he's always there
to remind us of what we need to do.” Karex D Stein

The Brpant house in
Hale County the first
Rural Studio project.
Mockbee and students
et thove Coremebomn o

bottom left)

-

T
et ol

!
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Yancey Chapel
Hale County, Alabama

After an academic quarter with Professor
Samuel Mockbee's Rural Studio in Greens-
boru, Alubama, working on the Bryant House
(opposite), Ruard Veltman proposed 2 build-
ing rather than what heuﬂsa"t'-‘lmai paper
pruject” for his fifth-year

Tretheway and Steven Durden )Lr.med hnn
and the three students eventually received
spproval for their proposal from the architee-
ture {aculty of Auburn University

“It went backwards,” recalls Veltman of the
design process. The trio had the idea of con-
.t‘.m‘ms: a ch:ptl— “something for the

ity.” asys Treth d then went
About n-r:tuu a client and !\mdmg Managers
of a duiry farm outside of Greensboro heard
of the project and offered a parcel of land.
Knowing that construction would have to be
done as cheaply as possible, the students
researched Jow-cost materials. settling on
used thres, which were plentiful in the area
and a1 the right pe-k‘r—frre (‘rmrl}"l"n'c in
Selma, Alak rk on
the twice-weekly route between the Rural
Studie’s Greensbharo outpost and the Univer-
mpis in Auburn—was under court
to clear its lot, so it donated some 1,000
0 the project. Trethewsy cays the
gevity of tires” appealed to the three

desigrmers

The students sited the chapel on & ridge
overjooking a riverbed and excavated a slice
of land <o that visitors descend into & long.
marrow gpace. Tires were packed with the
escuvstions: as the tires filled with dirt,
which was pounded with siedge hammers,
they inflated. stabifizing and strengthening
the structure.

Thi= technique of rammed-earth construction
proceeded at a slow pace, about 10 tires per
rday per person, Veltman reportz. Kebars
were planted to reinfores the frame. The
tires were then wrapped in wire mesh and
eoated with stucen, Concrete beams provide a
frame: for the roof structure, shich was bailt
from valvagod lumber. Voltman, Trotheoway,
and Durden cot tin from old barns into 18-

ArcEstestarul Koo Mers 95

Architectural Record magazine
Names:
Yancey Chapel

Places:
Hale Co., AL

Types:

magazine article

Dates:
March, 1996
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inch sguare shingles, and used scrap steel
donated by the Hale County Department of
Transportation to fushion a font and a pulpit.
In ull, be=s chan £10,000 was spent on the

project.

Intended to fit into its roral surroundings, st
firsi glanee e chape] intentionally resem-
bles a dilapiduted barn. After stepping down
into the compressed entry way visitors face o
sculpturaj assembiage of materiais: above, an
Eh-foot-long ridge bram supperuad by woud
rufters, which Trethewny iikens to “oars in
motion:™ on the floor. a puzde-work of siate
was culled in purt from a nearby river bed,
The sagging roof rises at the south end,
admitting daylight into the end of the dark-
ened spuce, where a wood deck is

over the bluff topposite). Says Veltman of the
Preceasion froos Jarkiess (o lght: “Trs ke 3
Jaw that opens wide to let you out. You're
relessed back to nature.”

Credirs

Yancey Chapel

Hale County Alabama

Ownaer: The Estate of J L Morrison
Deosigners, Builders: 2 uord Leltman,
Thomas Tretheway, and Steven Dunden
Faculty Advisors: [ K Ruth, Samuel
Mockbee, Richard Hudgena

Consultant: Poul Darden (structural)
Project Yeam: Gary Owen John Tate, David
Bruszh, Scott Rae, Lindsey Lee. Scott Holmes,
Timothy Burwett. Tiffini Loveloce. Charles E.
Martin, Jamie Phillips, Andy Sharpe,
Brandon Jonez, Lawra Durden, Jeff Tate,
Ben Mosley Charles Jay, Denwiz Langford,
Allew Teffmen

Archaterteral Keoord Mared 1isa

Architectural Record magazine
Names:
Yancey Chapel

Places:
Hale Co., AL

Types:

magazine article

Dates:
March, 1996
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Architectiral Reeord Meers fiss

Architectural Record magazine
Names:
Yancey Chapel

Places:
Hale Co., AL

Types:
magazine photograph

Dates:
March, 1996
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AT 1.

from the desk of

Louise Heidish

Hlove @ e seticl S
Mzhf,,,.-_‘,( 7“’(‘?0&&— .zzu-fk//

QS-"M*"‘? - d fnow gou A
ot A o tadliis tnt.n,
e g a? ARCCTE
Jai =¥ . ik
A,f,/a? #,44{.7:‘(
Z wene Jlewtak

Names:
Heidish, Louise

Types:
memo
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FIAHGE I'I.MIS Fll TﬂE I’IIUIE (IH THE U. S;, Sl’ll’l’ IAPPENS)

wAflantic Month

DECEMBER 1995

~ WHAT SHOUI.D FoE
CHILDREN LEARN?
The education 3

establishment

has thwarted

the effort to set _

high, national ¥ = ———it_ I8

standards for the . :
: 5> }g

public schools.
But the states
could still save
the day, by
choosing content
instead of fads

BY PAUL
GAGNON

| J
([

Atlantic Monthly magazine

ozt

Names:
Gagnon, Paul What Should
Children Learn
Types:
magazine article
Dates:

December, 1995
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WHAT SHOULD
CHILDREN LEARN?

by PAUL GAGNON

National standards have been thwarted.
but state-mandated academic standards and
local action can yet save the schools

AN the wishes of two Presidents, Republican and Democratic, of
most govermors, of several Congresses, and of up to 80 percent of
the American public and teachers simply be ignored? So it seems.
Over the past five years all of them have called for national acadcm-
ic standards, to make schools stronger and more equal. But their will
has been frustrated by the century-old habits of American educa-
tors unable to conceive of excellence and equity co-existing in the
schools most children have to attend. This makes a depressing story, but some of it
needs telling if those children are to scc a happy ending. For to succeed where national
efforts failed, state and local school leaders, teachers, parents, and citizens need to under-
stand what they are up against, what has to be done differently, and how much is at stakc.

THE ATLANTIC MONTMLY Ilestrations by L C. Suarés L

Atlantic Monthly magazine

Names:
Gagnon, Paul

Types:
magazine article

Dates:
December, 1995

What Should
Children Learn
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Thermbembymandmmmm
ummdn du
many facuities of educati m\u.ll.—h.l-dm
ummmmmmﬂm
‘in hundreds of centers and consulting
firms; in federal, state. and local bureaucracies; in textbook-
pﬂhﬂunghnusuﬂﬂ:wwmmﬁm:mﬁh—
hnology and ¢ On the whole this es-
blish is well ng. and it is not ithic, all of
trained and engr in the
means rather than the scademi of education, in-
mmve}yrmuymfmmMMMmmmd
then lets it shape ything else—most inly the means.
mﬂwmwmmmmmu
MMWMWBMMMM
10 many Ameri dh it spells huti y change.
mmmhwmwmm
matter and and the educated public, un-
precedented power to spur genuine change—change far
decper then guestions of school cholce, methods, or man-
g Means and are not the problem. The
cides the content of its product: means follow Rut educators,
unwilling to focus on subject matter, have never decided
what content everyone should know; the cumiculum stays
frozen, incoherent and unequal. For more than a decade
Mdy“hfwwmhamy.mmﬂ
them. they will have to work around the establishment, and
‘overturn the status quo.
‘Thﬁmnwmﬂ:hmuewnimmlmmu
= - in Bilication dellvered
-mmuﬂﬂfnmﬁm&mmm
attempted to impose on A ica the
performance that exists today, we might well have viewed it
2s an act of war.” The commission's report, A Nation ar Risk,
il us that other countries” schools were domng befter in both
quality and equality of learning—and ours were losing
ground on cach count. In the commission’s words, “a rising
tide of mediocrity™ belied our democratic promisc that “all,
regardless of race or class or economic status, are entitled to
a fair chance and to the tools for developing their individual
powers of mind and spirit to the utmost.™
A Nation at Risk gave rise to the standards strategy for
school impr talk or the avoid: of which has pre-
ipied American ed ever since. It said that all high
acbwmdmgwguﬂnndmmwmu
prospects, needed 2 common core curriculum of four years
dEngBﬁ.ﬂnuymuchdmm.ﬂ»
cial smdies. and a : d The col-
wmmmyw:orfmmwhh
carly 1980s only 13.4 percent of our high school graduates
had taken the first four of those “new basics.” Adding the
T dropped the p ige all the way to 2.7,

and adding foreign language made it 1.9. “Mediocrity” was
-nﬂdwd&rm-umuhuqu.
tention: many states and districts raised their com academic
requirements, over the objections of experts who declared
that dropout rates would soar. for minorities most of all.
By 1990, the National Center for Education Statistics
mnspumormmmunmu
recommended years of English and
social studies; n.‘fpum;ddedummr.
1735 added both comp and the furcign Laguage.
Instead of rising, the dropout rate for African-Americans de-
mdh}mﬂmﬂmmmm
of African-A 2 taking the a
wdmmmﬁmmmul for His-

DECEMBER 1983
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pminsi‘msefrmﬂwnl‘ropm-n“m
tioas, with state and local implemcatation, had made a aif-
ference, and they continue, albeit at a slower rate, to do so.
Thgmhawnu.isuinnhmhﬂﬁnu.mbym-
parison with the democratization of public schools in ather
countries. it is well under half empty. Our 25 percent dropout
rate means that the roughly 40 perceat of high school gradu-
ates in 1990 who got the recommended classes made up only
30 percent of all young people of that age. In 1991, in two
school systems at opposite ends of the carth, about two thirds
of the corresponding Japanese and French age groups com-
pleted marked] demanding scademic prog which
included foreign languages. In both ies about half the
were in bining technical and liberal

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY

o

Even di garding foreign L guag —
few of our young people graduate from academic progr
that are as rigorous as those sbroad. For fully equivalent pro-
PE. .S . of Ameri pletion would
be 15 percent—about a quarter of the French and J
compietion rate. il
We used 10 say—and 100 many educators still say—that
‘we cannot compare our schools with those of other countries,
because they educate only an elitc and we try 1o educate
everybody. Untrue for thinty years, this is now the opposite of
the truth. They educate the many, and we the few. To our
shamc, a disadvantaged child has a better chance for an cqual
and rigorous education, and whatever advancement it may
bring. in Paris or Copenhagen than in one of our big cities.

67
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Comparing curricula makes us
look bad enough, but what is be-
hind the course titles on student
transcripts? Are American cours-
s as substantial as those abroad?
To make them so, President George
Bush and the nation's governors
launched a movement 1o set na-

Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8

About

in 1991.) After spending more
than S900.000, the English project
had been defunded for nonperfor-

i irobeasioast =
tions unsble to do for our language
and literature what other nations
have done for theirs. (One sub-

commitiee solemnly voted that the
d_l.-—d-*lu-u-n-—— plusse “standard Enghish™ be re-
-m-mw placed by “privileged dialect.™)
p-n.hl”?.(h-l'l‘hadh Only the civics document eamed
Pﬂ_hmr:rhz met with disbelief and compiaint
ing,” comparable to in their length and extravagant
best schools here and overseas, s The A Sistory
‘and—{for equity—that all students. standards sct an
be offered such content and be ex- mu-xm
pected to master it. Polls showed Had we looked overseas ofter suc for presidenial candidates at
helming public supp z b o e
even for 2 national curriculum. m“mmwﬁm l:oudlh::;appoiﬂillm
Shortly after, Congress setup a MW*“MM‘"& dards for world history, see page
National Council on Education 74.)
Standards and Testing, to “sdvise  Second World War. But we did not and .;”“:mn
the desirability and feasibility reporied, the national version
of national ssndards and tess *1n Stll 40 not. Those most reluctant 10 J00k of scncids-base reform s deas
mma]m.x.x MM“‘M‘SO{M otn-hplnww:;::eul‘-
tional content standards, it said, wars, still others from congres-
nught to “define what students Mﬂ!ﬁl’hﬁmww sional antipathy to any ficderal ini-
should know and be abletodo”in  would take seriously, from subjecting tistive. and most from American
English, geography. history, math- A educators who have long resisted
mumﬁ.wﬂm schools to the “free market” all the way establishing 3 common core of
subjects to follow.™ A core of com- ﬂtd!ﬁ(ﬁm. academic learning. Recovery now
mon content was needed to “pro- hmuﬂ n depends on the states’ choosing
mote educational equity, to pre- dewf their own standards. But where &
serve democTacy and enhance the well-funded nadonwide efforn coi-
civic culture, and to improve eco- lapsed, how can states step in and

nomic competitiveness.” It should set high expectations, not
minimal competencies; it should provide focus and direction,
not & national curriculum.

The ball was handed off to the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, which in turn funded privately based consortia of schol-
ars and teachers to decide what was most worth leaming in
cach major subject. The stage was set to open equal opportu-
nities for learning, to temper the curricular chaos of 15,000
school districts, so that children would oo lunger be eotrely m
the mercy of where or to whom they were bom. Some of us in
the Department of Education were sure it could be done. We
were wrong. The department itself never decided how the
standards strategy ought 10 work, or how 1o explain it 1o oth-
ers. Last year four of the national projects it had commis-

still under way. A math project had been separately completed
RR

do it right? Are we as a people ready to apply the standards of
o wery hest schonls, public and private, to all the others, and

reform a system that is generally mediocre and shamefully
unequal? A century of avoidance says no.
THE TEN
AND THE NINE

HE idea that U g a rige
ly academic core for every student is not new. The re-
port of the illustrious Comminee of Ten. published in

1RO, foreefully articulated it calling for an established aca-
demic curriculum for all high school students, whether or not
they were going to college. talics are needed, for the commit-
tee was falsely accused in its time of caring only for the col-
lege-bound, and thus of being elitist and anti-democratic, This
line is still taken by educators who have not read the report
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Thmydhfws#ﬁnd&: jumph of p

sive edu d-down of!dnl)emyl
MMMWWMH—:&&M
dards movement today, is best told in Richard Hofstadter's
Anti-Insell lism in American Life, which won the Pul-
itzer Prize in 1964. Chaired by Charles William Eliot, the
wmdwumdhmnﬂqd
y scholars (: had taught in secondary
M&hudﬁmm&ud
the Girls™ lﬁ’mhm-ﬂm? Huvk.llie
US. Ce T of Ed
Mmﬁ-mﬁww-dm
lish language and literature. three to four years of math and
science, and two to four years of history. Young Americans
taking on the profession of citizen, they said, needed 2 de-
manding curriculum, not the “feeble and scrappy™ courses
offered in too many high schools. This was doubly

on meeting i that “each boy and girl has ot the time.”
hhmuuﬁuhmbﬁuhﬁﬁdwu
college, and lead away from “pursuits for which
anmu'ﬁlﬁﬁynnw’
dﬂn-ﬁhmnm Schools should focus
R o -

mmdmmmnm
twalist movement” also stood out in Candingl Principies of
mmmnm:wu—m—us&-

cdnn "s Ci on the R of
5 Eds o, and iy distrik U’“U—S.
Oﬁedmm&qdm&

Iuded no ic subjects in its list of sev-

en things high schools ought 1o teach: health, command of
fundamental processes (the three Rs), “worthy™ home mem-
MWRG‘M vocation, citizenship, and

for “school children who have no expectation of going w
college,” so that they might have at maturity “a salutary in-
fluence™ upon the affairs of the country.

The report could have been written today. It anticipated
the progressive pedagogical agenda and our latest “inno-
vations™ as well. It decried the “dry and lifeless system of
instruction by text-book.” Facts alone were repellent;
schooling was for “the invaluable mental power which we
call the judg ™ Tt deplored mere age. To reach a
common core of essentials, less was more: “select the para-
muun.” The commitcs argued fus svive mguiny io origl

This report, too, could have been wrinen
uxh)r by the promowcrs of content-free brands of “out-
comes-based education,” which they celebrate as new and
“transformational.”

MASS TRIAGE

ROM the 1920s on, vast numbers of children were
locked into curricular tracks and “sbility groups™ on
the basis of surface differences—race, ethnicity, lan-
guage, social class, sex, “deportment,” and intelligence as

sources, studies in depth, individual and group projects,
mm&mwmm

gutiead Ly inane uotve of elng—ha had nothing o
do with their potential. At the low point of this mass triage,
h-h: of the WWWd’Ih 19405

d up 1 80 of all A 3 and

work. mock legisl and Ml teach-
ing aids should be used: engravings, photographs, maps,
globes, and the “magic lantern.” To make time, school hours
needed 10 be longer and more flexible.

For the new curriculum the Ten urged that history, civil
government, and geography be taught as one. They wanted

o the demic heap. Hofstadter called it
the most anti-democratic moment in the history of school-
ing. In the next decade James Bryant Conant's influential
book The American High School Today (1959) still sought
no demic core and i no more than 20

my-lﬁql‘nhw d,” with p of students as “academically talented.” The rest,
i ics and cras, o litcraturc and ~~ Conant said, should “follow vocational goals and . . . de-
nmwmﬁmhww“ﬂh velop general interests.™ And in The Education of Ameri-
the elementary grades. The continuing ed can Teachers (1963), Conant added that at the university
needed more 1 during th —"‘“‘mﬁlh w-.wumm&w-
wniversity scholars, for teachers who needed “the spirit orthe  less one knows, at least approxil ] aspi-
apparatus to camy their classes outside . . . [the] narrow limits™  rations of the group in question.”
of textbooks. Educators today th y-old ideas. Thus spoke mai American ed habituall
d&ﬂ-thm .mmm—u “umummmum
of all acad i could have thought such things. waork, for public affairs, for private culture—and ever unable
The Ten's iage of b and varied  to imagine what free people could be as citizens or private

methods—exactly the object of today’s standards strategy—
was broken by the advent of a new corps of nonacademic ed-
ucators who argued that common requirements would force a
multitude of students to drop out. In 1911 a Committes of
Nine on the Anticulation of High School and College tumed
the Ten on their heads. The Nine, primarily public school ad-
‘ministrators, insisted that school “holding power™ depended

70

personalities outside their daily work. From the repont of the
Niunhpuu.ah-n(‘whﬁnhel—yﬁ‘

have put 1 the masses and job training
Mdﬂummm'ﬁhmm
ious looks from group 1o group, lefi 1o right. But its common
root is distrust of ordinary people’s minds and spirit. Unable
to think and seek the good. ordinary people must be socially
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cators in Europe to other views

MMMMM

Ag ion earlier Ameri
had leveled downward, accepting
amwmmmnmmm
‘warm words of solici dalists. In fact those

were p mwmm
Mmudm.ﬁmmmummuwa—
ther of experts or of one another. Out of revolution and class
conflict they had mised wariness to a high an. Inoking be-
hind words for consequences. In Europe the schools had been

teachers are lost.™

CONTENT-BASED
REFORM

RANTED, the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s
own ambivalence did not
help the standards strategy’s re-
ception. What could casily have

mmuqu;mhhp
the idea of a national core of
mn):hmmmw»mwwlhm
Having fifty sets of standards need not mean disaster. But
uwum“ﬁ#md‘mh“
agreement on a vital core is i ble 10 edu-
umnleqmty 10 dislodge and replace the empty, unde-

battlegrounds for ideas about human nature, religion, history,
national honor. and d y itself. E: .

that leave so many children untaught and

gy

who had suffered Nazi occupation were not about 10 accept
‘ the notion that schools could be different but equal.
Had we looked overseas after midcentury, we could have
F Tearned (o bots vus allics amd vus in the S

d. Without some such agreement, the much-
heralded devolution of reform leadership to the states could

make things worse.
m&-mmﬂﬂwmmwm

Worid War. But we did not and still do not. Those most re-
| | luctant to look abroad are the promoters of giddy education-
al fixes that no forei would take ly. from
subjecting schools to the “free market”™ all the way to killing
dm@dphuumhmd"iﬂu-bﬂm

arc no my will objest 1o
Mmmhmmmﬂmum
muwm-ﬂﬁhuhm
lum in ipli In step
one, hers and scholars work together under public re-
view 10 write the content standards—brief, scrupulously se-

L Albert Shanker. the oﬂte‘ ican Feds of lected lists of what is most worth knowing in each academic
Teachers, puts it sq ¥, as usual: / a bject. These have but one function: (o lay before students,
i ity of opp y in comparison with Ger-  p and the university teachers of teachers the
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mhﬂhnﬂummhMmmw
means what it says: teaching it should take no more than rwo
thirds of the time given to each subject, the rest being left to
Juocal sehou] and wacher chuice.

This step is the most critical but most often misunder-
stood. What is a subject-matter essential, or “standard.” and
m&m"huw&.mmmummm
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now has a potent assessment lobby behind it—drive stan-
dards and course content will kill all chances for school im-
provement. Not everything precious can be measured, and
not everything measurable is worth teaching; pap is pap, &
drop or 2 gallon. So once more it is teachers and scholars
who must decide what 1o assess.

Content-based reform will not always be easy even for
teachers and scholars. All who teach, from the grades to
graduate school, will have w be differently educated than

scend to detail. In history a typical dard asks to
understand the causes of the First World War, with an eye
wﬁwwmm:ﬁpﬂmw

they now are and teach differently than they now teach. For
example, the history learned at any level depends on the pri-
or education of both student and teacher. And the decision

at work, together with the roles of i
ndnfud-ymfwuu.lldnumutmdmm'm
ter the concept of conflict in world history.™ Nor does it ask

about what history to teach must anticipate what is to be
lnmecnhshu‘ mkﬁskuﬂmm‘ nhnuls

them to memeorize the names of the tweaty contral clu
ters in the tragedy of the summer of 1914.

As they select each standard, scholars and teachers must
consider whether they can explain its importance when stu-
dents ask “So what?" The First World War is an casy ex-
ample. What it did to Americans was to shape their lives
mm&umdmmw—mm
D ion and the S d World War to the end of the
Cold War, from our hubris of 1945 to our prescat fantasy
that we have spent ourselves too poor even to keep our
parks clean or our lib opcn. If a dasd canuot be
explained to the young. or to an educated public, it is either
too general or too detailed. In a hurry, some states have is-

copied detail directly out of the overstuffed national stan-
dards documents. Neither is a help to teachers or curricu-
lum makers.

Step two was never “national” business: writing a state
curriculum framework, saying in which grades the essen-
mm&mmmuwmumu{

g2ps and repetitions that only A d seem re-
signed 1o accept as 1. Arti ing subject matter

across the el y and d Y years also requires a

1lakb i “‘.... i h 1. “. --
specialists—each of whom has things to say that the others
need to hear. The word “framework.” too, means what it
says; it leaves the third step—course design and pedagogy
—io the school and the teacher. They must have the au-
thority to make the choices most important to them and 10
their srudents: the topics and questions by which to tcach
the essentials, the day-to-day content of instruction, the
materials and methods best suited 1o their students and 1o
their own strengths.

Step four, writing performance standards and tests of
achievement, can sensibly follow only when the others have
mhhmmmmwmw
mn-—uﬂ:mﬂrmhrmmum
about, much less decided, what is worth testing. To leave
this o experts and let the rush to “accountability"—which

72

work. and
ltqeuchm-aﬂ-ﬂmunﬁ.uw'_

Mmubuuﬂ.mbmhm
—as if others had no right 10 notice, and nonc to intervene.

That must change.

PhD. They rarely do so now. Nwduehw,n‘llqi
school teachers confer, or teachers in the same building.
Apan from ego, and tes over turf, coll

wmﬁmmm-ﬂmmp
vide, and personal commitment, which they rarely reward.
Mareover, to choose essentials and to design framewurks
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and assessments, educators will have to debate priorities.
‘What is truly most worth knowing? What must be left out?
Academicians avoid such questions at all cost; witness their
chaotic college curricula. University faculties will have 1o
.laa-ﬁenmn,ummﬁmuppﬂmhm
that better prepare the next g of and help

OBSTACLES AND
PROSPECTS

F the ot ! fi fr the toughest may
be our mad utilitarianiem_ Consider the three aims of

mhndmc—ptwﬂum the citizen, and the

mmwmmﬂmwm lleag:

requirements for under-
dmﬁbﬂh:m-:ﬂluedmuhud—

1. We put the worker ahead of the other
muflheyhﬂmeﬂunud:m:mywu
quality of work done. Turning to citizenship, we bypass the

ly educated, and be differently ded by
and trustee policies.
mmmmmmﬁmmﬂ
based reform. Where change is re-
mmmhnmm&nummm
reform in academic leaming—and putting teachers and
Muﬁp—ﬁmmmmhmm-
rect the jon as the twenti-
mwdm—hyydfulummhum:
Adjmmm.‘m hmchﬂmm.‘hﬂmba-
sics,” career edu " global con-
sciousness, “doing-a-value,” critical and creative thinki

of history, pdmm-dﬂundpﬂ:
ready-made attitud di have never
Mmmmymmmmwu-k
lecrual content of public schooling for the masses—the gifts
that academic subjects open for everyone.
&mmmmmum it follows that our

and “vutcomes-bascd™ cducation (arc there other kinds7)y—
not one of these has ruffied the establishment or gotten be-
MMMMunbmdubpﬂmudmm

one has imp i the schools of most A
Mmd.byhmmymaMmdnmﬁm
ive tides of obsession and indifference, they have

made things worsc.

mmplu dered d, ill prepared to
offer ct to all its ch ges. Teachers are not
wbhau:.Smnesalimgis P d from most stud the
i ity teachers of h hether in content or ped-
agogy—see no reason 1o ask much of them. The time it will
take to re-prep hers is itself an obstacle. There are
nmmmmmmmud

ble to hawkers of new fashions from an ed in-

dustry whose planned obsolescence leaves haute courure in
the dust.

States will discover that the chang quired by acad
ic school reform will call down showers of objection. “Stan-
dards alone will not solve our problems™ —as if anyone

= _,.:ﬁ..—

Tl
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thought they could. “Standards will oppress minorities and
the poor™—as if the absence of standards does not leave ed-
ucators free to offer unequal schooling and tax cutters free to
slash school spending. “Standards will stiflc inpovation™—
as though clear and equal standards were not the best friends
of innovators. Parents have seen far too many passing fads
that skew or empty the curriculum. Settled aims will malke it
easier to experiment with school structure, school size, and
all the ways that schools have to be different from one an-
other 1o meet different circumstances.

States will find friends in teachers and citizens who, not
overspecialized, have no ideology to press, and who under-
stand that the three purposes of education—for work, for
M-ﬂhpﬁvum-mb;m—:—:«v
tinct, many-sided, requiring different,

md%‘m:a&mmm
results. Schooling for work is 5 “concervative™ functi

Botched
Standards

Which is more important for
young people to study—Magna Carta
or the Mongol empire? The L
Gnswer may surprise you

HE world-history document issued by the National
Center for History in the Schools, at UCLA, and fund-
ed by the ULS. Depantment of Education and the Na-
‘tional End for the H i is worth a close Jook,

demanding disciplined mastery of tasks from the world of
-wtuhh.nunwiﬁnmhe.nﬂdﬁecnnm
of student comp Sch !‘ucai hip, in con-
trast, is 2 “radical” activirty keptical in style,
mhmuﬁdhmud“wnﬁﬁm-m
ing exchange on public issues. The school nurtures both

k and thorny individualism, at vnce the

as a cautionary tale for reformers who may assume that schol-
ars see the role of standards more clearly than others do. Giv-
en its 314 pages, and the limited time schools allot 0 worid
history. .kkmm“ufwﬂﬁ'“mb-
cause it has no continuing questions to help readers focus on
Muu-mummuhm—.

to serve and the readiness 1o resist. for nobody knows ahead
of time which the good citizen may have to do. To educate
the private person. the school must detach itself much of
the time from the clamor of popular culture. It must be
ative in requiring to confront the range of
mmmughhehvnrmwdwhmw
ward the liberal end that their choices be informed and
thereby free.
People well know that to work at these three purposes,
schools must serve both society and the individual, must be
close to daily life at some moments and wholly insulated at
mmymmmmnwun
different ways. from drill to hrai vg. and that school:

7 that selection would have set off, its authors, care-
“hmnw st y. acted “*‘ prin-
qﬂv-uhbmurnqmmnb

ing they buried ials under of undiffe
matter, mdnmm-ﬂm
The & s failure is surprising. b its

pages are eloguent on why citizens must nﬂyhuy.Ne
reason, it argues, is “more important to 2 democratic society
than this: Knowledge of history is the precondition of politi-
cal intelligence.” It adds, “Without history, a society shares
no common memory of where it has been, what jts core val-
mmwvﬁlmdummhmﬁ
" Also in italics is Eticanc Gilson's remark

Mnhmmdmwu

m&ﬁwwwhhuﬁbkﬂ*
he." But b the p and the

cgalitarian, at different times for different subjects at differ-
ent levels—mixing pleasure and pain, each often following
upon the other.

In sum, they can understand why Theodore Sizer is not
indulging in paradox when he says that only “a loose sys-
tem that has rigor™ can correct what he describes in Hor-
ace’s School (1992) as “the inattention of American culture
to serious learning.” I’enud.b--n mw

Monwﬂldachm.mmh-utmu
thought and the consequences of ideas, on core values and
common memorics, not only the West's but any civiliza-
tion’s. It is thin on political turning points and institutions.
and thereby on the drama of human choice and its effects.
l‘llﬂhm-ﬂmm;mhm

tic, Biterary, and philosoph 28 sl il
it chortch hpnmmvhdamuwd

applied with high and For
amuhnmudﬂm.mﬂnmdu
children as though they were learning-disabled. We say
that knowledge is power, but we have kept knowledge

the decisions that “account for present circumstances.™

Its treatment of world history has thirty-nine main stan-
dards, 108 subheads, and 526 sub-subheads, all of them
called dard maummam-

from millions of chil and even &
students. Our chance to make this long-delayed turn to
democratic education is now in the hands of the states and
local schools.

74

”h“ shil d, g M,

nni.mLMwydﬁnl.Om“wn
the 3206 sub- or 1o fragr of them. Neither the

DECEMBER 1993



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:

Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s

Image 54

p. 10

r02g06-08-000-0054

Contents  Index

Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8

About

2G& FoidveR 8

Judaic nor the Christian principles that are the sources of
Western values, morals, and views of justice and of ideas of
the individual's dignity and responsibility—even for unreli-
gious Or ani are given more than one
hailf of 2 sub-subhead. less than a dth of the docu-
ment’s substance. The ideas of Islam and of Protestant re-
formers fare no better. However, the topic “mastery of horse-
riding on the steppes™ gets twice that space, the Scythians
and the Xiongnu fill two full sub-subheads, and the Olmecs
get a main standard all to themselves.

On the secular side, there is nothing of medieval though
abmnjtumluofhuwmmchff_ctwcu]mpm
buhrylm-eﬂnd othing of R e or Refi
theory g socicly, or p

devoted to “analyzing how E hi ded
Mpﬂuﬁﬂdﬂumdfwﬁlhﬁmﬂmh
growth and limitations of itutions in these

monarchies.” memmmmhlio!mm-
subhead are Magna Carta and the Mode! Parliament. along
with the prime political lesson that true constitutions require
& balance of power in society. In the same era entire stan
memwmmmm
The sc century 100 gets a single
submh&:dtmofusbty l‘r.m'fu‘dn'm 1450-1770)—no
more than “evaluating the interplay of indj Indian,
Persian, and European influences in Mughal artistic. archi-

ment thought and its impact on Church and State are relegat-
ed to 2 single sub-subhead. French revolutionary ideas “on
social equality. democracy. human rights, ennstitutionalism,
and nationalism™ get one sub-subhead out of ninety-four for
lbeymlTSD 1914 For the rwentieth century a single sub-

d asks 10 explain the “leading ideas of liber-
mmmwmdmmsmsm
peting ideologies in 20th century Europe.” Leninist and
Fascist-Nazi ideologies are each assigned half of a sub-sub-
Mwhulym;nbmﬂm-dam&;fuﬁgpm

find nothing spectal about English constitutional history that
American citizens should know, in keeping with oday’s
fashion of decrying “Whig history,” as though the world-
wide struggle for political freedom, and all of its sacrifice,
setbacks, and advances, were only a myth to hoodwink the
innocent young. All but absent, too, is the history of lsbor. In
the section covering the twenticth century there is no men-
tion of trade unions, their battles and importance to democ-
racy and social justice, and why totalitarians make them
their first victims. Emehevmtwm’ﬂhmrymm
of liberal and Soviet com-

ideas and ideology of the entire h-century world.

In squeezing European civilization, the document is also
meager on the political history that makes sophisticated citi-
zens. There is nothing on the failure of Athenian d

fadump.lcmﬂm
Somddnwmluﬂwwmm

.Ehllﬂ-mnﬂeuf‘

mammemgfumofmmdemgogwyThem
quesuons about Rome s decline that so preoccupied the

P into part of a subhead,
ﬁmwuwpmw&mmmm&
to politics in the years 10001500, a single sub-subhead is

THE ATLANTIC MoxTHLY

¥ ou 0 emk dwemty tohsg[f.
mm].wshn edwoccmm In what other country do
wmummmmmm:edmm
other cultures but not their own? The standards also reflect
our impatience with politics, our reluctance to admit that
only politics can turn aspirations into reality, and our impa-
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tience with the gloomier views of human nature that accept
the presence of evil in the world, and the tragedy and imper-
fection of the human conditon.

The fact ins, b that in defs 1o current
styles in the history profession, the authors played down the
‘Western sources of their own American consciences, and
failed to do the work of selecting what would best serve the
education of American students, or of society at large. For-
tunately, their introduction makes clear why state and local
teacher-scholar teams must do better. Nothing less is at stake
than our political competence as a people.

Taking the solidity of democratic institutions for granted,
cducators have worried oo linle about the hard things they
require citizens to understand. Now, in the mid-1990s, we
have reasons to pay more attention. For one thing, it takes a

and economics, demography and nature, make our problems
and the world’s more complicated than ever. Or 10 deny that
nostrums peddicd by the loudest voices in politcs and ik
“government” for every ill and anxiety—while not yet so vir-
wlent as under the Weimar Republic—betrays a flaming ig-
norance of history and human nature.

WHAT HISTORY
TEACHES
ITH respect to world history, what should Ameri-
cans know and icach? What Is the main story? It is
not the parade of military, technological, and eco-
ml.c'm or the endless comparisons among of-

perverse effort of will to deny that the effects of technology

NIGHT TERRORS

Whose voice is it in mine when the child cries.
terrified in sieep, and half asleep myself I'm there
‘heside him saying. shh, now easy, shh,

whose voice?—t00 intimate with all the ways
of solace to be merely mine; so prodigal
in desiring to give, yet 5o exact in giving

that even before I reach the little bed,
before | touch him, as I do anyway,
already he is breathing quictly again.

1Is it my mother’s voice in mine, the memory
no memory at all but just the vocal trace,
sheer bodily sensation on the lips and oague,

of what | may bave heard once in the pre-
remembenng of infancy, heard once and then
wmﬂk“‘hﬂlhﬂlﬁm
brought back, as if from exile, by the child’s cry—
here to the father’s voice, where the son again
can ask the mother, and the mother. too, the son:
why has it taken you so long to come?

—ALAN SHAFIRO

ten is ible centers of great power, that global studies
dwell upon—although these must, of course, be taken into
account. The big story is not the push to modemize but the
struggle to civilize, to curb the bestial side of human nature.
‘What students can grasp very well is that this is a commeon
struggle, in which all peoples and races are equal—equal in
our natures, equal in the historical guilt of forebears who
Mmﬁmmwmmm
glo-A i North Afri-
demmmm-ﬁh-
anese—all have pursued these things when they have had
the power to, afflicting one another and weaker neighbors.

For our time, the first lesson 10 be learned from world his-
tory, the most compelling story, is the age-old struggle of peo-
ple within each culture to limit aggression and greed, to nour-
ish the better side of hurmnan nature, to apply morality and law,
to keep the peace and render justice. Students can sec the
glory and agony of this strugglc, and how oftcn it has been
lost. Because human evil exists, good intent has never been
enough It has taken brains, courage, self-sacrifice, patience,
love, and—always with tragic consequences—war itself o
contain the beast. Against the twin temptations of wishful-
that civilization has a high price but that it, 100, is real, and has
been won from time to time. In history we find the ideas, the
conditions, and the famous and ordinary men and women
making it possible.

All peoples have taken part in the suuggle w civillze. An
honest look at the past reveals a common human mixture of
altruism, malevolence, and indifference, and reasons for all
of us 10 feel both pride and shame Starting from any other
point of view is historically false, and blind to human na-
lﬂe.m—-dl-ﬁlﬂm—huuwm-
ation 0 be candid. But many popular textbooks are unfail-
ingly prous about other cultures and ultra-critical of our own,
preaching a new-style ignorance in reaction against, but just
as permicious as, our older textbook pieties sbout ourselves
and disdain for others. Both arc pernicious bocause butls sap
the will to civilize. People who are taught to feel specially

DECEMBER 19%3
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guilty, or specially victimized, or Ity supcrior, will not
reach out to others as equals: they will not pay the costs in
toil, tears, and taxes always imposed by that struggle.

This is not a “conservative™ or “liberal” issue but one of
mmmmm-:mmm
ical truth, h or impolite it may seem.
History reinforces the rough notion of equality that we leamn
on the playground and in the street: there are LKe propormons.
of admirable and avoidable people in every imaginable hu-
man grouping—by age, class, race, scx, religion, or cultural
taste. Individuals are not equal in talent or virme, and cer-
tainly not equally deserving of respect. To teach otherwise is
w“dﬁdmhﬁﬁnwm
edly be taught, b it is not guickl, d—but is
mm-um—uuhmmn
umm&wunmmﬁm
mbﬁu equal p jon under law, fair

honcat work and pay, an cgual
d-n:b]—-lennd.

‘This hard truth we accept, and remember, only with the help
of historical insight, which is indispensabic in forging a dem-
ocratic conscience—that inner feeling that we ought 1o do the
right thing even if only out of prudence. For we see again and
again that socictics failing to accord a good measure of liberty,

the ability oot vnly w recall points in the Constimtion and
Bill of Rights but also 1o understand the ideas and events be-
hind them. back 1o Greek and Roman thought and instito-
tons, to Judeo-Christian views of human nanse and respon.
sibility, to Magna Carta and the English Revolution, to
Hobbes, Locke. and Montesquicu, Burke, Paine, the Federal-
ists and the anti-Federalists. These essentials are not grasped
by playactng a few quarrels from hot Philadelphia after-
noons of 1787—though playacting can make a good star if
the script is based on original sources.

Moreover, the lesson of the Constitution is not neasly conr
plete without learning the hamrowing consequences of a cheap
answer 1o labor shortages that American planters were sure
they had found in the early 1600s—slaves from Africa. A tor-
tured Constitution, belying the Declaration’s promise, was
only one, early payment. The Civil War followed, and even
620,000 dead did not purchase the free and equal Union for
mmmummmﬂumd

bondage were forged, and anoth y of rep and
humiliation followed, before the civil-rights movement of the
1960s 1 of lik whose grinding slow-

ness continues to divide and embitter us.
Likewise, a world-history standard on the Second World
‘War teaches little unless that war is seen as a consequence of

e decay, |

ly over the past two ries, since the American and French
revolutions told the world that these three were the proper aims
of human life and politice. and that it was right and poccible 1o
bring them to reality—by force if necessary.
Student-citizens need to be acutely sensitive 1o the central
political drama of world history since the 1770s—what Sig-
Mhdﬁdh‘tﬁ*m aimed at nation-
al unity and independ atp 1 d and civil
wﬂnmdnﬂpﬁnm“hua
liheral or conservative matter Whether we approve or deplore
these ends, or the means to them, does not lessen their force or
our need to deal with them, at home and abroad. Modern his-
tory tells us that whenever any one of them is frustrated for
long, masses of people will sink to envy, self-pity, fury, and a
search for scapegoats, filhrers, and quick, violent solutions.

is. The job of citizen is no easier to prepare for than that of
doctor or bridge builder. Nor is good history always popular.
It denies us the comforts of optimism or pessimism. It gives
the lie to nostalgia, whether for left-wing or right-wing or
feel-good politics. Its lessons offer no cure for today’s prob-
lems, only warnings we are silly to ignore. As they select the
essentials of U.S. and world history, state amd lucal standard
setters and curriculum makers can look for the particulars
that teach such lessons besi—memorable events, ideas. and
people whose stories need telling. but always in the context
of longer narrative history.

For ke o e bty T AT
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the of the First World War and of the murderous in-
competence with which it was fought, of the Bolshevik Rev-
olution, of world depression. of the furies and civic inepti-
tude that destroyed the Weimar Republic. of Hitler's risc on
the shoulders of private armies, and of the liberal democra-
cies” wishful rejection of the costs of collective security, from

the Paris Confe of 1919 through the Spanish Civil War
b&Nﬁmdl’hﬂ:n 1939, ch-hnﬂ
nearly gh with g the Hol the

‘horor, Hlmdﬂuwﬂ-ﬂsﬂ
the Middle Ages.

The fifticth anniversary of the end of the Second World
‘War brought back the war's satanic nature, from Routerdam
umm-ﬁmummm
over guilt id of history's warn-
hu.SmmmMunuuﬂ-uuﬂhnm&
dﬂvﬁmw-ﬂum“ﬂuh}ﬂ-
-rmh-ﬁnﬁhwhch—c.“lenymp
man consequences, will be as hellish as weapons permit. And
1945 was not the end. The Cold War followed from the ef-
fects of both world wars. Draining lives and foul
ing our politics, skewing economic life, it divided us against
onec another, from the Red scares of the 1940s and 1950s
through the bloody Korean and Vietnam wars. lts legacy
clouds our view of a changing world and its needs, not least
our own need to distinguish between force that is necessary
and force that is not. All these afflictions are consequences of
human choices back to 1914 and earlier, many of them in
pursuit of cheap, quick answers in defiance of history’s
lessons and the imperatives of civilized life. @

DECEMBER 1993
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Planning Department
Dallas W. Fanning
Director
City of Huntsville
P.O. Box 308
Huntsville, Alabama 35804
(205) 532-7353
July 10, 1992
Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue SE
Huntsville, AL 35801
Dear Dr. Roberts,

I work with the city of Huntsville Planning Department and
the U.S. Environmental Protection A cy to dox t wetlands and
wetland functions in this area. In the process, I am encountering
bits and pieces of physical evidence of the historic occurrence of
bottomlands along our creeks and rivers. The loss of these
"bottoms" must have been extensive, yet outside of the loss of
these lands when Wheeler Reservoir was created, I can’'t find the
documentation to indicate the nature of the pre-development
landscape.

Dr. Roberts, if you have knowledge of the natural character
of this area prior to our community’s growth, I would greatly
appreciate your help. If your busy schedule will rmit, could
¥you indicate some references wnich 1 could pursue for more
information? Since this study is largely ecologically driven,
your help could save me a great deal of time in research.

If you need to call me to discuss this in more depth, I can
be reached in the city planning office at 532-7353. Thank you for
your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Lol il
Susan Weber
Forest Ecologist
Aﬁmltmﬂr}hian.
Steve Hettinger, Mayor
Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Weber, Susan
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

July 10, 1992
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Allen, Robert A.

(Bobby)

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
document

Dates:
January, 1995

it i
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Publi} Services Department
s Divisi

Rohert A Allen

City of Huntsville
100 Church Suect SW

Huantsville, AL 35801

(205) 532-7441 January, 1995

Enclosed are your Board Members and Voluntcer parking stickers for January 1, 1995
through January 1. 1996. These stickers are lo be peeled off and attached to each permit that
you are presently using.

Again, these permils will be valid only for the days and times that your Board or

Volunteer’s meetings are planned. We understand that on some occasions a meeling will be
called that is nol scheduled and this office will work with you when this cccurs.

e r t upon receipt of these slicketg that you signll;e of
letter and it to wur offjo al your karliest’convenlence sathat we 'gi eep ou
up-tp-gate.

Any questions should be directed o the City of Huntsville. Parking Division. 100 Church
Street, Huntsville, Alabama, 35801. Telephone 532-7441.

Your assistance in this matter is greally appreciated.

Sincerely.

Bl —
S Bobby Allerf. Manager
PES Parking Division
os

Enclosure

Received By:

Signature

A Future on the Horizon
Illmtsville Date

Steve Hettinger, Mayor
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Bibb, Judge
Pattillo, Edward
Quisenberry, Mary
Evelyn Carr

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Nov 30, 1994
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Supreane Court and Siate Late Tibrary
Rubirial Building — 300 Dexter Aveme
Montgomery, Alabanm 36104-3741

1-B00-236-1069

Miss Frances Cabaniss Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Miss Roberts:

I do appreciate your informative letter. You have certainl
illuminated the life of John Wesley Shepherd further. I deo hopz
that we can find a portrait of him eventually.

The letters that you mentioned would be most welcome here. I
do hope that I cen put together enovugh material to stimulate a
serious scholarly inquiry into Shepherd's career. I have
corresponded with Judge Bibb of Anniston and he has been very
helpful to us.

Mary Evelyn Carr Quisenberry's address is 3239 Audubon Road
Montgomery, Alabama 36106. Her phone number is (205) 262-8229.
She has been so very generous to ocur efforts here.

I have wonderful old friends in Huntsville Benny and Sall
Walker, who live in her Fleming grandparents’ house on H‘hitanburg
Drive, who say that they know and admire you. Please glve them my
best when you see them.

Thank you so much for your generous offer to help us, and
pPlease come TO see this wondertul new building when you can.

Sincerely.

N
o)

Edward Pattillo
Curator, Judicial Department

EP/jh
cc: Mary E. Quisenberry

Roberts, Frances Walker, Benny &
Cabaniss Sally
Shepherd, John
Wesley

Montgomery, AL

Tebephone (205) 2424347

November 30, 1994 Telefax (205) 2424484
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6805 Criner Road
36“&degﬁlﬁnm435ﬂn

December 7, 1995

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
€02 Randeclph Avenuc

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Dear Dr. Roberts:

As I promised you several weeks ago, I am sending the
19896 nomination form for the Alabama Women's Hall of Fame
which I received just todav. Wwith the quality of nomination
that I'm confident you will write and the fact that others on
the board are somewhat aware of Ms. wWeeden, I am optimistic
about the chance of Ms. Weeden to be selected even in the

first year of nomination.
Please call me (881-1577) if I can provide other
information.

Sincerely,

Bl e eq

Wwilliam R. Lucas

Lucas, William R. Roberts, Frances C., Weeden, Howard,

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

Dr. Miss

correspondence

Dates:
Dec 7, 1995
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Hall of Fame
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Types:
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The Alabama Women’s Hall of Fame

Judson College, Marion, Alabama 36756

Dear Friends of the Alabama Women's Hall of Fame:

The Alabama Women's Hall of Fame, established in 1970 at Judson College,
recently celebrated its 25th year, and has inducted a total of fifty-three women. These
wumenarehonamdmﬂ\bmmphquswhlchhangmﬁﬂuwndﬂemﬂ{ﬂlat
Judson. To be considered for election, a nominee must be deceased two years and also
must have made significant contributions on a state, national, or international scale
within her professional or personal fields of interest.

Enclosed is a form for your use should you wish to make a nomination for 1996.
Each form requests brief biographical information, a resume of the nominee's
significant achievements, honors and awards, memberships, and professional history.
Two copies of all submitted ials are requested and will become a part of the
Alabama Women's Hall of Fame archives. Information on women nominated in the
past is in the files; however, the names of such persons must be submitted on a current
nomination form each year they are to be considered. If additional material is available,
it should be included with the new nomination form. Nomination forms should be

bmitted before | y 31, 1996.

A clear photograph should be included with the nomination or readily available
in case your nominee is selected. The photograph will be used in preparation of the
bronze plaque and in press releases.

Sincerely,

Foaw D™

Nma Mlglmnm

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Miss Nina Miglionico; Dr. Edwin C. Bridges; Mrs. Ann W. Del.dnmps,
Dr. Sandral Huellett; Governor Fob James; Mr. Robert Ingram; Dr. William Lucas; Dr. David Potts;
Dr. Robert Potts; Justice Janie L. Shores; Mrs. Norma S. Hanson; Dr. Cathy Randall; Mrs. Judy
Martin, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Miglionico, Nina
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Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Gainesville, AL

Types:
memo

Dates:
Nov 20, 1995
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Moquin, Joseph C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Feb 5, 1991
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A Space Grant College

February 5, 1991

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801-4159

Dear Dr. Roberts:

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
The of Alabama in Huntsville
. Alabama 35899

Teiephone: (205) 895-6340
Fax No. (205) B95-6538

Please accept my sincere gratitude for your recent gift of
$§10,000 to the University of Alabama in Huntsville in

support of the Humanities campaign.

As you know, and have demonstrated, private support
enables the University to pursue its quest for excellence

in both academics and research.

We are grateful for your continuing interest and support
in UAH and the confidence in our future it represents.

Sincerely,

A0

oseph C. Moguin
Interim President

JCM/ctm

Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.
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Roberts, Frances C.,

Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
May 22, 1991
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The University
Of Alabama
In Huntsville
Provost and Vice President Huntsville, Alabama 35899
for Academic Affairs Phone: (205) B85-6337

May 22, 1991

Dr. Frances C., Roberts

603 Randolph Averme S.E.
Buntsville, Alabama 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

As usual, you have cut to the core of the matter with your keen
insights into the relative merits of the candidates.

I appreciate your candid assessments and the strength of your
cormitment to the importance of selecting a new Dean for the College
of Liberal Arts. You may be sure that I will give considerable atten—

tion to your judgment.

Cordially,
P
Jahn K Yost
Provost
JEY/dkg
A Amregres Actortous DODOUNTy TSGR
Yost, John K.
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Criner, Isaac

Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 21, 1991
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N e Qo — Loep‘ﬂ..“r\-\:\n._h.a ZRo|

JONES&HERRIN 4

Architecture/Interior Design

Dear Mr. Waller.

Weicome to Huntsville and Madison County. We wish you in
Chamber. Your credentials are impressive.

To assist you in gefting acquainted with our community, the following information will be of heip.

The County was first settled in 1805 by Isaac Criner near New Market: and shortly after by John Hunt at
'l-mwwnabm} By the 1820's the county was thoroughly settied and Huntsville was a
considerable town with substantial buildings, a considerable number of which are still here, both in
Huntsville and the County. WMMMMWMhmﬂ.LWMB
housa on Echols Hill, now known as "Echols Hill and serving as the UAH Presidents house.

ying the work of the

mmmmmmmmhﬂmmmm
Mutltiple-Resource C about 550 ‘We have one National
mmtmmmmmmmmummmw
structures in the city and the county.

There are five public and histork -hits

feature: m1mmmmmm1a1emmmmsmsmw

Weeden House, the Burritt Museum (¢.1840-1940 structures), and the ¢.1835-1902 Harrison Brothers

Huunmsuu Mmumsmmmmuwmmdm
tha Chri lly 5 to 7 buildings with the District lined with k

WWW uﬂmulclm mmmmmmwm

numerous special and annual events as well as their regular tours.

In sum, Huntoville and Madison County have a rich heritage of architecturs that mot only Fderis and
enriches the lives of our citizens but does the same for the thousands of convention atiendees and
visitors who annually visit these historic structures and districts. These visitors also have a significant
mmmmmmm The City of Huntsville Historic

Y awbwmmﬂm

lndu‘hclhn}lﬂ

1. Historic Huntsville Foundation - private group. A major continuing project is the operation of the
1836-1902 Harrison Brothers Hardware Store. A recent project was arranging to move, and thus
save, the ¢.1848 Humphreys-Rodgers house, to be placed at Constitution Hall Village.

104 Jefferson Street - Huntsville, Alabama 35801 - 205/539-0764 - Fax 205/534-2289

Hunt, John Pope, Leroy

Waller, Larry
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Types:
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Jan 21, 1991

1.
8.

2G6 FolDER &

Twickenham Historic Preservation District Association. Neighbomood association who Iooks
after all civic concemns of the Twickenham Historic Preservation District, and also operates for the
City the 1819 Maria Howard Weeden House Museum and conducts the annual Christmas historic
house tour and luminaria display.

Old Town District Association - similar aims to the Twickenham Historic Preservation District
Association.

Huntsville Madison County Historical Association. More concerned with written history, but were
heavily involved in the creation of the Twickenham Historic Preservation

East Clinton School PTA - A Ity 3p a fall Ch qua street-fair including a tour of
historic houses.

City of Huntsville Historic Preservation Commission

Archiectural Review Board for any proposed new construction, alterations or demoiition in the
Ol Town or Twickenham Historic Preservation District. Appointed by the Mayer and Council.
Burritt Museum "Arches™ Association - aids the Burritt Museum in projects and fund-raising.

Constitution Hall Village also has two support groups for funds and programming.

9, 10, and 11 The towns of Guriey, New Market and Madison aleo have historical associations. They

12.

13.

14,

18.

have occasional tours and publications.

The Huntsville Museum of Art has had several exhibits and programs on local historic
architectura

American Association of University Women - have for several decades published and
the booklet "Glimpses into Ante-Bellum Homes of Huntsville, 0 i i

Madison County Tourism Board - have for about 10 years published "A Walking Tour of
Huntsville, Alabama® (copy attached).

Huntaville Convention and Visitors Bureau - publishes “Twickenham and Ok Town Historic
Districts Tour” (copy attached).

This is but a brief and incomplete outline of the importance of historic architecture in Huntsville and
Madison County. We are far more than just rockets and computers. | think Rt is filting that a computer
played an important role in the restoration of  the 1860 Huntsville Depot. A circa 1880’s photo was
enhanced by a computer technique developed under NASA auspices to show up more detail of lost

elements than could be discemned by ordinary enlargements. The

building technique was originaily
developed for the enhancement of Martian landscape photos. Huntsville is a happy blending of the very
oid and the very new. That is how any civilized place should be.
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I'm pleased that our Chamber of Commerce saw fit to present its most prestigious award to an eminent
educator and historian, Dr. Frances Roberts. | believe this indicates the caliber of the community, that the
Chamber of Commerce recognizes that there is more to the value of a community than just dollars.

Please call if | can fumish further information. Welcome 1o Huntsville and Madison County.

-

Harvie P. Jones, FAIA
HPJ/am

cc: Mrs. Henry Fail, Historic Huntsville Foundation
m.mmmmeﬂmﬁmnatbnm

Names:
Fail, Henry, Mrs. Jones, Harvie P. Lewis, Will Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 21, 1991



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8
Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s
Image 68  1r02g06-08-000-0068  Contents Index  About

Names:
Allen, Linda Jones, Harvie Roberts, Frances, Dr. Troope, Linda

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
July 12, 1991
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Names:
Moquin, Joe Salmon, Louis Wilkinson, Robert E.
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Simms, Martha, Mrs.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Oct 22, 1990
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Names:
Huntsville Depot Museum Roberts, Frances C., Spencer, Guy J., Jr.
Transportation Reid, David Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Oct 16, 1990
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

Chattancoga Martin
Memphis

Knoxville
! g i / t Office of the President
ol Knoxville 379960180
i Telephone 615/974-1141

FoZ

February 8, 1991

Rector Roderic L. Murray II1
Church of the Nativity, Episcopal
208 Eustis Avenue, S.E.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Rod,

Many thanks for your note. VISION 2000 sounds like a terrific occasion. The
thing for the organizers to do is to wait until I am confirmed, and then write
directly to me at the Office of the Secretary of Education in Washington.
There's not much opportunity here for advance scheduling. Because of the
requirements of the President and Congressional committees, it is difficult to
schedule anything more than 30 to 60 days in advance. Since you and Jenny
are interested, you can be sure that I will keep up with the invitation. But,
it won't be possible to accept or reject it until much later in the year. That
may mean that the organizers might want to invite a more reliable person!

Very best wishes.
Sincerely,
LM
Lamar Alexander
LA:lb
Names:
Alexander, Lamar Murray, Roderic L.,
III, Rector
Places:
Huntsville, AL Knoxville, TN
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

Feb 8, 1991
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Names:
Bienvenu, Bryant A. Huntsville Depot Museum Roberts, Frances C.,
Transportation Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Sept 20, 1990
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Historic Huntsville Foundation
E®. Box 786
Huntsville, Alabama 35804
August 21, 1992

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue, S.E.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

In recognition of your life-long service to this community,
Historlic Huntsville Foundation has chosen you as ocur “Honored

Citizen" for 1992. It is our plan to present the award to you
on Trade Day/History Day on the Courthouse Sguare on Saturday,
September 12, 1992, at 9:00 a.m.

Dr. Roberts, you were the overwhelming choice as the most worthy
recipient of this year’s award. You are indeed someone who has
made a difference in the history of Huntsville and Madison County!

We are excitedly looking forward to September 12 and will be in

contact with you in the very near future to finalize plans for the
ceremony .

Sincerely,

HIS IC HUNTSVILLE FOUNDATION

Gerald W. Patterson
Chairman

gwp

Patterson, Gerald W.
Roberts, Frances, Dr.
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HUNTSVILLE-MADISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
6600 Willow Ridge
Huntsville, Alabama 35806

February 24, 1990

Dr. John Rison Jones, Jr.
245 Inverness Urive
Huntsville, AL 35802

Daar John Rison:

ThmuhehndmmtoMyouforallvwrgoodeﬂommm&mgﬂnlum
ofﬂthuodulSommvanhmmoutwu pressive and the ting.
As Frances Roberts says, * . . . good programs with good publicity . . ."* are likely to be a success.
ltlook:mmlilmnmbqinninntomﬂnimmm

|mmﬁmwnwwwmwmmmmmumm
June to be shaping up nicely. My major concern with the April meeting is
m.daqnmpublicnyfwrt If we do that well, we should have a packed house. As the
tnmedmclourwemllhmrohunhmndammgeulogmmamcmnmepaper
to create some enthusiasm.

The only other item of i iate busi ing our oral history project underway.
AmwmmmmthmSmmmupmmmwmmIibrlry
MMqualkyfad-wmdmmnﬁntmldheusdunamﬁnmumllu
portabie d settings. She saw no reason why we could not avail our-
salvuufu\atmdw If her information is t, the first hurdle is ci d

Thurnxttnkistonmaneﬂmmb—mmmmummmmgsuw | think you
should certsinly be on it (if you aro willing). Joyce has indicsted that she would be willing 10
serve, and Frances says she will play a supporting role. But | think your suggestion of using
this sub i as a vehicle to get some new people active is an excellect one. Since | do not
know the players | would like your advice as to individual nominees [by copy of this letter |
make the same request of Frances.) | would like to get this off the ground: it would be nice
to get the committee named and have its first meeting prior to our next Board meeting.

My final observation has to do with the possible approaches we may take in this project.
1 am still a rookic on the Alab H ities F. jation Board, but already | see that sucvess-
ful proposals for funding describe projects that are tightly focused and well-organized. One
logical way to proceed is 1o have our committee come up with several discrete topics—one for
each final, edited tape: a history of Huntsville businesses, Huntsville churches. street names.
Huntsville in the Depression, the mills ch the develop of Marshall Space Flight
Center . . . of course, the list is endless and | am sure you have much better ideas than |.

| have been trying to get Frances to simply put on tape her wealth of knowledge about
Huntsville; perhaps she could walk down the streets of Twickenham, providing anecdotes about
each home. Something like that could serve as the basis for a regular walking tour. As you can
see, | am enthusiastic about your ideas for such a project. At this point | am seeking advice as
1o the hest way 1o procesd

Thank you again for all your efforts.

Sincerely,
Ao
J. Thomas Wren
/‘ cc: Frances Roberts
Names:
Jones, John Rison, Jr. Roberts, Frances Smith, Joyce
Places:

Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Feb 24, 1990

Wren, J. Thomas
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Names:
Alabama Humanities Carter, William Hamilton, Virginia Sterne, Dorah
Foundation Coley, C. J., Judge Van der Veer Thomason, Michael
Blount, Winton M. Colquitt, James E. Randall, Henry V.
Brown, Jerry Elijah Corry, Harold Roberts, Frances C. Waldrop, Ruth
Campbell, David Flynt, J. Wayne Stephens, Elise Walker, Saunders, Dr.
Places:
Birmingham, AL Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

May 21, 1991
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Names:
Stewart, Robert C.

Places:
Birmingham, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
May 21, 1991
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Broadway, John Hearn, Glenn H. McAllister, A. W. Roberts, Frances, Dr.
Campbell, George Howard, C. D., Sr. Morton, I. R., Dr. Stone, Roy L.
Davis, Joe W. Lee, Louis B., Sr. Record, James Walker, Jimmy
Ford, Ralph Hunter Mason, Minor Richardson, Pat

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
July 18, 1991
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Lanier, Monro B., 111 Roberts, Frances, Dr.
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An atgument that

§ Thomaa Jeffenaon ahould be
condemned aa a laciat
and expelled fhom

: the Amenican pantheon
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Jefferson, Thomas The Atlantic Monthly

Types:
magazine cover

Dates:
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il religion, and although there are differences over the exact
nature of this powerful but nebulous concept. there is also a

The term “civil religion™ was first used by Jean-Jacques
Rousseau and refers to “the religious dimension of the
has been d wp by
one scholar as “an institutionalized collection of sacred
American beliefs providing sources of cohesion and pro-
phetic guidance through times of national crises.” Among
those sacred beliefs, a cult of liberty has been importan:
from very early on. The sociologist Robert N. Bellah quotes
a 1770 observer's opinion that “the minds of the people
arc wrought up into as high a degree of Enthusiasm by the
word liberty, as could have been expected had Religion

Liberty. nationalism. and faith are fused in the American
Mailer once put it, “In America,

Bea Verkasik 33
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EFFERSON:
@
° .
Radiecal and Racist
by CONOR CRUISE O°BRIEN
In the multiracial American future Jefferson will
not be thought of as the Sage of Monticello. His flaws are
beyond redempiion. The sound you hear is
the crashing of a reputation
N an address at Michigan
State University on May 5,
1995, President Bill Clinton  broad consensus about ils general Rature.
warned right-wing militias not
to attempt to “appropriate our
sacred symbols for parsnoid per- polity = A civil religi
poses.” The President was speak-
ing in the aftermath of the de-
i Pr ly by ican right-wing fanatics, of the
federal building in Oklahoms City and its occupants on
Agil 19. The aftermath of that ghastly act had brought me-
dia reports of wid d paramilitary iracies in sever-
8l states—nousbly the militias in Micligan—for the ougani-
mation of armed resistance to the federal government. The
President was seeking to exclude such conspirators from  been the cause.”
what ix called the American civil religion.
There is quite a copi about the American civ-  civil religion. As N
TEE ATLANTIC MONTEHLY Hlwstration by
Names:
O'Brien, Conor Thomas Jefferson:
Cruise Radical and Racist
Types:
magazine article
Dates:

October, 1996
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the country was the religion. And all the religions of the land
were fed from that first religion. . . ."
Central 1o the American civil religion are two eighteenth-
T the of Independ and the
Constrtution. Around these documents, and linked with them
in the religion, are a limited number of historical figures—for
all Americans, the Founding Fathers; for most Americans,
alen Abraham Lincoln. In the pantheon of the American civ-
il religi two holy p iges stand out with un-
usually large halos. As Richard Pierard and Robert Linder,
the authors of Civil Religion & the Presidency (1988), write,
The Declaration of Independence, the C and

later, Lincoin's Gettysburg Address became the sacred
scriptures of the new public faith. Just as the colonists saw
theiz vwa dbuch Covenants as vehickes of Guoad®s pasticis-
pation in history, so these public documents became the
covenants which bound the people of the nation together
in a political and religious union. . . . A leadership imagery
developed that paraiieled the biblical account of Israel and
ed to the Founding Fathers mythology. . . . Before long
‘Washington bad become the Moses-liberator figure, Jef-
ferson the prophet.

THE POFE OF LIBERTY

HERE is no difficulty in seeing Jefferson as the
prophet of the American civil religion if one thinks of
him as the author of its most sacred document, the
Declaration of Independence, and leaves It at that. But there
is great difficulty in fitting the historical Jefferson, with all
we know of him, into the civil religion of modern America
(as it is generally and semi-officially expounded) at all, let
alone in seeing him as its prophet.
Thomas Jefferson was in his day a prophet of American
Mmmfﬁw”dumd
P p ummm
s S civil religion than
itis in its present form. Whereas the second paragraph of the

uﬁ“d%#“‘k‘
The change was an imp
.m’mmmmcw
dent truth™ must be either a fool or a knave. And that is pre-
ciscly what e Fuwnders wanted o say alwut snyone who
polemical force of this word, and often used it later.
Thomas Jefferson served as the American Minister 1o
France from 1785 to late in 1789, and thus withessed the last
crisis of the ancien régime. He was in Paris for the opening
of the Estates General (May 5, 1789) and for the fall of the
Bastille (July 14). In letters to divers correspondents he
mm-ﬂm-ﬂ-h&m—
ing lution. To James M “The revolution of
France has gane an with the mns i
erto. . ‘“MM&:"&:W“

'mmmm in dom, and resolution 10 set fire the

four comers of the kingdom and to perish with it themseives
rather than to relinquish an iota from their plan of twotal
change. . . . To Paine again: “The king. queen and natiogal
assembly are removed to Paris. The mobs and murders en-
rags in which religion robes the true god.” No mere observ-
er of the revolution, Jefferson is believed 10 bave played a
part in formulating the Declaration of the Rights of Man and
of the Citizen, adopted by the National Assembly, the revo-
lutionary heir to the Estates General, on August 26, 1789,
He thus became the symbol of a proposition of which he
came 1o be a fervent apologist: that the French Revolution
was the continuation and fulfillment of the American one.
both being manifestations of one and the same spirit of lib-
enty. Within a few years that proposition was to become bit-
terly divisive, both among the American people and among
the Founding Fathers themselves. The question of policy to-
ward France was to range Jefferson and Madison, supported
by James Monroe, against Hamilton and Adams. Washing-
uﬁnuﬂuhﬂdﬁuﬂmhm“h

Dieclaration opens with the words “We hold these truths to be
self-evident . . . " Jefferson’s original draft had “We hold
:n:hhhmﬂﬂ“ "lhtﬂhd’
had b by the S. Te

MDlmdﬁndmhhﬁ“
bers were Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin. Al-
though Rousseau’s phrase “civil religion™ does not seem to
have becn in circulation in America at this t ten it wuukl
have been suspect in the eyes of churchmen), Jefferson—
wwmwmaww“‘ﬁ
son in his b 1 use of k Adams ot

weight decisively against the Jeffersonian theo-
qdumdwdumm
The Jefferson of the early 1790s, the champion of the
mmm-mm«h-ﬂm
of, civil religion in the sense adumb 1 by Ri Tha
is. he sought to animate an apparently secular and political
idea—that of liberty, “the true god”—by breathing into it the
kinds of emotions and dispositions with which religion had
been invesied In the Age of Faith. Of this religion Thomas
Jefferson was more than 2 prophet—he was a pope. As the
muuw—umhmu

o the mixing of politics and religion. Franklin was more con-
sistently secular than Jefferson in his style. The historian Carl
Lotus Becker writes. on the change in the manuscript o “self-
evident.,” “It is not clear that this change was made by Jeffer-

54

of liherty He conld define heresy and excom-
municate heretics. To fail to acknowledge, for example, that
the French Revolution was an integral part of the holy cause
of liberty, along with the American Revolution, was heresy.
and the beretic had 1o be driven from public life.

QCTOREN 1898
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‘Ihomas Jefferson ardenily prcached and cocrgetically
wmmﬂmddﬂnﬁm But is that civil
mmuummmn“
know it today? In investigating that question we have 10 be-
ww.ﬁqmwmﬁddAWw
Thomas Jefferson?

could treat as null and void federal laws they regarded as in-
truding on the proper sphere of the states. Calhoun invoked
umummmmm
the Alien and Sedition Laws passed by Congress in 1798.
Calhoun observed that the Kentucky resolutions were “now
mwmwﬁwhpﬂdmm'
Jefferson’s authority was important to the leaders of the
South in ihe 1830s as validating the philosophy of Nullifica-
m-m)‘hhﬂwﬁﬁnhhlﬂmdhu
al secession. But by the 1840s Nullification had come to be
rded by soutt as axiomatic (“self-evident™ truths,

-America firsies.” ne--."\'iw-&#'
to speak of Virginia as “my country” even when he was rep-
resenting the United States abroad.
“I’-udﬂ!nwwﬂd

United States was not: it was a polit-
ical document, just about m;(

of the civil religion. Virginia re-
mained the holy Jand of liberty.

In his epitaph Jefferson did not
mention the fact that he had twice
been President of the Unied Susics

of the University of
mhmdhwmmu-ﬂm
the heart was always with Virginia, and only the head with
the United States.

In political life, as in hi

jonal life, Jefferson’s

head usually prevailed over his heart. But this was not always

the case. When. in 1798, under President lohn Adams. Vir.

wwwumw-mdmm
Jefferson aged Virginians to resist. \

B mmm«umnwm

they perceived as the excessive claims of the federal govern-
ment, were to that extent in the Jefferson tradition.

In the 1830s John C. Calhoun, the great propagator of

| =4 states™-rights ideclogy in the antcbellum South, claimed Jef-

ferson’s authority for his “Nullification™ doctrine: that states.

THE ATLANTIC MoaNTHLY

'nded).n):ﬁum'snhun‘ jon was now surplus to re-

was that from the 1830s on, the
hated abolitionist press had been
making copious use of Jefferson’s
“antislavery™ writings, mainly from
Notes on the Stase of Virginia. For
example.

“There must doubtiess be an unbhap-

and leamn to imitate it; for man is
storms. the child looks on. catches
the lineaments of wrath, puts on
the same airs in the circle of small-
er slaves, gives a loose to his worst
of passions. and thur nurved, adu-
cated, and daily exercised in ryranny. cannot but be
stamped by it with odious peculiarities. The man must be
a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals unde-
praved by such circumstances.
Back in the late cighteenth century the Virginia slaveowners
mmiﬁusmul“b.ﬂ.
i ly. They kncw Jeilc pea-
sonally, -ndl:wwhe mnuhm.m many of them
were in the habit of saying the same sorts of things them-
selves, in appropriate company.
Byundmmﬂmm muu
take Jefferson’s anti north-
anhqhnm ndmgﬁma.ﬂmh
South. Tuking the Dr
tion with Jefferson’s

P o

(-eﬁ
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in the North for more than two decades), northerners were
able on the eve of the Civil War to read antislavery intentions
into the Declaration of Independence iteelf. and thus to enlist
both the Declaration and its author on their side in the coming
war. In a letter of April, 1859, Lincoln wrote,

All honor to Jefferson 1o the man who. in the concrets
mﬂthWWunb
gle people, had the coolness, fi pacity 10 in-
mMIWMan
wmn‘nmmnmﬂhﬁynﬁm

that these [iberties are the gifi of God? Indeed | wembie

for my country when [ reflect that God is just, that his jes-
m”ﬁqmo—mh_-ﬂ
slave is thing is more inly written in
uhﬂdhhﬁh#mnhh
All of this passage except for the last sentence is taken from
Notes on the State of Virgima. The last sentence is taken
from Jefferson’s Ausobiography. That sentence, as isolated
in the memorial inscription, deceives the public as 1o Jeffer-
son’s mcaning. For the original passage in the Auobiogra-
phy i “Nor is it less certain that the two races,

all coming days, it shall be a rebuke and a

mtndnmmdnmmud
oppression.

This lenter was really a campaign manifesto, the Jefferson
scholar Mermill D. Peterson writes.

Lincoln's letter circulated freely during the presidential
campaign of 1860. It was & masterpicce. the Cincinnari
Daily Gazerte declared, “the most pointed and most
forcible political letter ever written . . . a plaform in
itself”

After the Civil War that accolade from the martyred Pres-
dent da inuing place for Jeffi in the pan-
had survived the rapids of the Civil War and remained holy
nhqudhpmdm“mu
wvictors and the vanguished. In his posth as
hﬂipdﬂ:lwhckwmmcm

Still, there were always some begrudgers, and there were
many more in the North than in the South. In the North after
the Civil War, Hamilton, not Jefferson, was at the center of
the civil religion. In the South it was Jefferson—more firm-
Iyll_hﬁnwduﬁvﬂwr mm-m-mm..
to say, sectional and were again for a
mmwmubunmumw

century.

In the first half of the twentieth century the most impor-
tant occurrence affecting the posthumous reputation and
civil-religion status of Thomas Jefferson was the New
Deal. Peterson depicis the Rooscvell Adminisuation as
m-wmmnmtmm
temple is the Jefferson M rial in Washi i
by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on the rwo hun-
dredth anniversary of Jefferson’s birth, April 13, 1943, Ac-
cording to an official brochure, “Inscriptions at the memo-
rial were selected by the Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Commission and were taken from a wide variety of his

itings on freedom. slavery, education and government.”
slavery suns as follows:

God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of
a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction

egually free, cannot live in the same government. Nature,
habit. opinion has drawn indelible lines of distinction be-
rween them.” (Emphasis added.)

In short, these people are 1o be free, and then deponed.
Jefferson’s teaching on that maner is quite clear and ofien
repeated.

Those who edited that inscription on behalf of the memo-
when they wrenched that resounding scotonce from the As-
mmdhmhnmwh

ing. The distortion by suppression has to be deliberate.
hhmwhhw-w
M.DC"&W&MM:M-

tion on liberty and slavery Ity
proportions.
The g century ing the of the

mﬂwm'-mw--m
at its height John F. Kennedy and his liberal-intellectual en-
tourage strongly contributed to the general and almost uni-
versal acceptance of the Jefferson Memorial. By the mid-
1960s Jefferson’s towering position within the American
civil religion appeared assured for all time.

Peterson’s invaluable work The Jefferson Image in the
American Mind was published in 1960. By now a succes-
sor volume, covering the last decades of the rwenticth cen-
tury, is badly nccded. In particular, a detailed study needs
whmﬂedhmpmmldumswdudﬂ-
rights and ng changes. In default of such
source material | propose 1o “cut to the chase,” as the film-
makers say, and consider factors affecting the place of
Thomas Jefferson in the American civil religion as these
appear 10 me today. The two major factors, in my opinion,
are chalienges 10 he 3uthoniTy Of he federal government
and the race issue. These factors have been linked in earli-

ﬂlllﬂhwﬂrmﬂ:yﬂ:iﬂm-dmbm"r
and in the civil-rights crisis of the 1960s. They are stll
linked today, and they raise serious questions about the
place of Thomas Jefferson in the civil religion of modem
America. Let me begin with the challenge to the authority
of the federal government.

OCTORER 1988
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HE President’s full name—William Jefferson Clin-
ton—attests to his family’s allegiance 10 a Jefferson-
ian tradition, probably through Franklin D. Roosevelt.
As President-giect, Clinton affirmed his personal commit-
ment to that tradition by a symbolic gesture: in the week of
his inauguration be retraced the trip that Jefferson made as

President-clect from Monticello wo Washington. And Clin- -

ton's staff underlined the significance of this gesture by not-
ing that the President-elect at this solemn moment in his life
was reading a new biography of Thomas Jefferson.

We may assume, therefore, that when Clinton wamned the
right-wing militias not 1o Apt o “approp our sacred
symbois for paranoid purposes,” the henitage of Thomas Jef-
fercon was ascnciated in hic mind with the defense of the sa-
cred symbols. But Jefferson is an unreliable ally in this mat-
ter. In his middle years—and even before the French
Revolution—Jefferson was in the grip of a fanatical cult of
liberty, which was seen as an absolute to which it would be
blasphemous 1o assign limits. In this period—roughly 1787
o 1793 —Jefferson was intoxicated with what Edmund
Burke called “the wild gas™ of liherty That phrase necors in
Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France, with the
confutation of which Jefferson, as Secretary of State, man-
aged 10 associate himself publicly in April of 1791, greatly
w his own politcal agvamage. The passage from which the
phrase comes is worth quoting here.

When | see the spirit of liberty in action, | see a strong prin-
ciple al wurk, and diis, for & while, is all 1 can poasibly
know of it The wild gas, the fixed air is plainly broke
loose: but we ought 10 suspend our judgement until the first
effervescence is a linle subsided. till the liquor is cleared,
and until we see sometiung decper (nan e agitabon of &
troubled and frothy surface. | must be tolerably sure, before
I venture publicly to congratulate men upon a blessing, that
they have really received one. Flanery commupts both the re-
ceiver and the giver; and adulstion is not of more service o
the people than to kings. | should therefore suspend my
congratulations on the new liberty of France, until I was in-
formed how it had been combined with government: with
public force, with the discipline and obedience of armies;
with the coll of an effective and well-distribused

rev-
enue; with morality and religion; with the solidity of prop-
erty: with peace and order; with civil and social manners.
All these (in their way) are good things too; and, without
them, liberty is not a benefit whilst it lasts, and is not like-
ly o continue long. The effect of liberty to individuals is,
that thcy may do what they pleasc: We ought 1o see what it
will please them 10 do, before we risque congratulations,
which may be soon turned into complaints.

In America the holy cause of liberty became “combined
with government” through the enactment and acceptance of
the Constitution. Washington, Adams, and Hamilton were

38

all spiritually Burkeans: eo was Madicon, while he worked
with Hamilton on the Federaliss papers and before he fell
under the Jeffersonian spell, from 1790 on. These Founders
were Burkeans not in that they got their ideas from Burke
but in that the principles on which they worked were identi-
cal with those enunciated by Burke in the passage above.
In resisting the enterprise of the right-wing militias, who are
alen libertarian extremists. President Clinton has most of the
Fi - and the Ci itself, on his side. But Jefferson
is different. The tiberty that Jefferson adored is not a Hberty
“combined™ with all those tedious Burkean things, as in the
Constutution, but 2 wild hberty, absolute, untrammeled, um-
wversal, the liberty of a great revolutionary manifesto: the Dec-
laration of Independence. The other Founders saw the Dec-
laration as embodying generalities that would at a later stage
need 1o be combined with and confined by practical i
ations. But Jefferson saw the principles of the Declaration as

OCTOBER 1994
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transcendent truths of which he himself, as author of the Dec-
laration, was also the destined and authoritative interpreter

Even before the French Revolution—and even before the
American Constitution—Jetterson had approved keeping
the spirit of armed rebellion alive in America and elsewhere.
In the of Shays"s Rebelli in Massachusetts, in
1787, Jefferson wrote, “God forbid we should ever be 20
years without such a rebellion. . . . The tree of liberty must
be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and
tyrants. It is its natoral manure.”

That is something very like a Jeffersonian charter for the
most militant segment of the modern American militias, is it
not? If President Clinton is relying on the authority of
Thomas Jofforson to keep those sacred symbols out of the
clutches of paranocid militias, the President can be refuted
out of the mouth of the very authority he invokes.

Jefferson’s enthusiasm for what later came to be called

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY

permanent revolution antedates the French Revolution. But
the advent of the French Revolution fortified and exalted that
enthusiasm. In propagating the cause of the French Revolu-
tion in Asncriva, and incorporating it with the Amecrican Rev
olution into a single holy cause of freedom, one of the things
Jefferson was doing was g the cause of 3
from the limits set on it in America by the Constitution. The
holy cause was now universal, and transcended the limits of
any merely local legisiation. The French Revolution couldn't
be told that it was in breach of the American Constitution, so
the cult of the French Revolution clipped the Constiuion's
wings. There were indeed no limits that could be assigned o
the holy cause of freed neither geographic boundaries
nor ional ideas of lity and compassion.

In his well-known “Adam and Eve™ letter to William Short,
the American chargé d"affaires in Paris, the Secretary of State
i d that h dipl (and defector from the

59
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ideals of his patron Jefferson) w stop complaining about
French revolutionary atrocities: "My own affections have
been deeply wounded by some of the martyrs of this cause,
lbut rather than it should have failed. T would have seen half the
earth desolated. Were there but an Adam and Eve, left in every
country, and left free, it would be better than it now is.” Shon
should accept that there was no limit (except the sparing of
two persons per nation) to the slaughter that might leginmate-
Iy be perpetrated in the holy caunse of freedom. And the letter
to Short is not—as Jefferson apologists like to imply—an iso-
lated flash of hyperbole. It is a follow-up to Notes of a Con-
versation With George Washington on French Affairs, in
which Jefferson recorded that faith in
the French Revolution was his “polar
star,” and that he believed Washing-
ton to be a belated convert to that
faith. Jefferson set out in his letter
to Short the merciless and almust
limitless exigencies of polar faith.

Those in the culture of the mod-
‘e American militiss who see them-
selves as at war, or on the verge of
‘war, with the federal government
wre fanatical belicvers in iberty, as
Jefferson was. Jefferson condoned
French revolutionary atrocities on a
far greater scale, numenically, than
the 1995 massacre in Oklahoma
City. The Adam and Eve letter was
written after the news had reached
America of the murder of more than

wwumhwmdm'
Republican Party, and under Jefferson’s direct and active pa-
tronage in Philadelphia

It is true that later d “the ities of

THE LESSON
OF SAINT-DOMINIGUE

RUE, there was a pragmatist in Jefferson as well as a
visionary fanatic, and the pragmatist acquired the up-

per hand over the visionary in the laie 1790s. Of this

Mmmmmmmu
civil retigi i PR

Early in the history of the new nation there had been 2
deep revulsion against the excesses of the French Revolu-
tion and 3 wndency to contrast it with the moderate and
b h of the A Revolution. Such a
contrast was stated most vigoroes-
ty by the early Federalists but was
in some form o other accepeed by
Jeffersonian Democrats as well.
In reality the deep revulsion against
the exceives of the French Revnln.
tion (while they were bappening)
was exclusively a Federalist affair
The Republicans, headed by Jeffer-

ers—as revealed by Jefferson to
‘William Short—was that what the
Federalists called excesses were re-

1793, and especially from 1795 on. But this was not because

Jefferson and the rest of them were belatedly experiencing
mmﬂmwmﬂmmw

Robespierre.” But that was in 1795, and Robespierre (who
ﬂnwmwmn) was pot only dead

th o the new of the French Revolution.
mmmmunmm“mnyu-
q.kﬁumbdmmmnﬁumﬁ:ﬂm
“mmmmmmlm
of ihe of the ins (Girondins) in October of
1793, Jefferson, in a longish reply, made no reference to that
wransaction. Presumably all such matters were still covered
by the Adam and Eve doctrine of six months earfier.

THE ATLANTIC MONTEHLY

‘(mwmmmu
the time of their perp The was, rather,
the result of a growing perception in 17941795 that enthu-
mmgmmwwkhhﬁu:hw
tion was cooling—not only of those

which were at their worst during the period whea Americans

ummwﬂm.mm Sinlet-
Domingue, or Haiti, and b of Washington's &
mw%hmufﬂm
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slaves iu Haiti and the i and dispersion of the

whites. The exact nature of the connection between the black
insurrection and the French Revolution remains open 1o argu-
ment Rut it would have been hard for slaveowners to remain
enthusiastic sbout the French Revolution after February of
1794, when the French National Convention, then dominated
decreed the emancipation of all slaves in the
dominions of the French Republic.

The emancipating act was probably not the Jeast of “the
atrocities of Robespierre” in the eyes of Virginia slaveown-
ers, including Thomas Jeffesum.

After these events Jefferson and his coll lized

O¥elal City on the day of the bombing. he was wearing 3
T-shint emblazoned with words of rebellion and bloodshed.
McVeigh's shirt bore this quotation—The tree of liberty
must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patri-
ots and tyrants.” The words were written by ‘Thomas Jeffer-
mmmﬂnAwﬁ-MMWW
“wwwﬁm&dﬂm (The
of 1787, hefore

Dr Steven Hochman
“What hmkhuhlhhhﬂkhp

uumdummmmﬁ-
political asset to them in the United States, had ¢ ali-

serve freedom, you're going 1 have  situation where there is
ok as 3 wake-up call. you might say, 1o the Jeaders.”

msnmmmmew&
French Revolution, still cherished by many of their rank and
file, but it was as if this part of their political stock in trade
had been removed from the front window.

By the time Jefferson t President. the pragmatist had
prevailed over the visionary, head over beart, in this maner.
Yot when we are tallking shant the American civil religion and
its sacred ks, the visi ,-mh h ion of
the French Revoluti i ingl '—"M\H’-
sively—alive and relevant Jefferson does not fit into the mod-
em American civil religion as officially and semi-offically ex-
pounded The official version involves, as James Smylic has
pat it, “divine sanction in the use of power and in the support
of civil authority.” That is not what the Jeffersonian civil reli-
mnmnudumdudﬂm“m

if official A ica, and the text-
bmhwrnniurn.ulwm i of their exi

Some people seem to feel that since the militia rebels are
mmmmhmmumdh
vs‘ y T | d
mmwnmuu—am
the blood of patriots and tyrants. Which are the patriots and
MMMMmehmdhu

nure or the health of the x that fe it
kumhwndutﬂnedthehmﬂmnh
Oklzah City ¢ g claim Jeffersoni In

nmm&gm”wmum
‘Terry Lynn Nichols, Serge r. Kovaleski wrote in The Wash-
ington Post last year, “[Nichols] read the works of Thomas
Jefferson and Thomas Paine and was particularly inspired
hy leffereon’s maxim “The ree of liberty must be refreshed
from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyramts.”™

CNN, on January 31 of this year, broadcast a news item
about Timothy McVeigh that was accompanied by the teas-
er “McVeigh's Shurt Exp o Be Key Evi ™ In the
course of a discussion of the shirt, the following ¥

Susan Candiomi: At the jail in Perry, Oklahoma, where
McVeigh was first taken, the FBI asked for the clothing be
umumutﬁtiaqﬂh’h
wording sccret until now. CNN has been told the words are
visible in McVeigh's mug shot taken at the jail. The FBI
seized the only copy of that pboto and will not release it
McVeigh's lawyer brushed aside any concern over the T-shint
slogan when we asked him, How incriminating is this™"

Stephen Jones (McVeigh's lawyer): “Well, if Thomas
Jefferson said it, 1 shouldn’t think it would be incriminat-
mng at all.”™

SLAVERY

MONG revisionist scholarly threats to Jefferson’s

place in the American pantheon is the work of

William Cohen. His 1969 article “Thomas Jefferson
and the Problem of Slavery” is valuable principally for its
mdm:pdﬂ-w&wﬂepu-dw
slaves and of the solution Jefferson p
m—hwhcﬂnlhﬂmdh
contradictions in Jefferson’s position on race and slavery.
Cohen considers some 1776 legislative proposals of Jef-
ferson’s, of which the most significant were those that intro-
Mwmdmmbmm
and to “misceg: iving white He writes,

1 Nuvembes 1776, Jeffcrson was choscn aa & member of
a committes whose task was to revise, modernize, and
codify the statutes of Virginia. Among his assignments
was the job of drawing up the legislation dealing with
slaves. He later described this bill, which he compieted
1778, as a “mere digest” of the existing legislation on the
subject, and 10 a certain extent this was troe. . ..
Nevertheless. the bill was more than a digest of carfier
codes and it contained some significant additions which

were made:
Susan Candiori (CNN 4 “8 tell
mmmm\mmmmh.wﬂm

were designed to prevent the increase of the state’s free
Negro population. It was 1o be illegal for free Negroes to

come into Virginia of their own accord or to remsin thers
for more than one year after they were emancipated. A
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white woman having 2 child by a Negro would be re-
quired to leave the state within a year. The individual who
violated these regulations would be placed “out of the pro-
tection of the laws.™ This would have left them subject to
re-enslavement or even to murder at the whim of their
neighbors and was, therefore, 2 mos: severe punishment.

“The eatire body of Jefferson’s writings shows that he nev-
er seriously considered the possibility of any form of
Tacial cocxistence on the basis of equality and that_ from st
Jeast 1778 watil Lis Jeatls, be saw culonization as the oaly
alternative 1o siavery.

Late in his life, however, Jefferson began to admit the

As eventually pasced by the Virginia legi in 1785, W icability of this solution. a1 least in its widest sense.
the revising act did not contain Jefferson’s “significant addi-  while reiterating his faith in an attenuasted form of it. Co-
tions.” It would seem that Jefferson’s abhorrence of the pres- hen writes,

ence of free Negroes, and of white women who gave birth 10
children of mixed race, was stronger than was normal

In 1824 Jefferson argued that there were a million and a
half slaves in the nation and that no one conceived it to be

among contemporaries of his own class. Jefferson probabl
treated his slaves somewhat better
than other slaveowners did, but e
seems 1o have been at Jeast as harsh
as other landowners in his reatment
of slaves who escaped and were re-
captured. Cohen writes,

When he dealt with runaways,
snles of clave:, beeeding. fogging.
and 1551 his behavi

did not differ appreciably from that

time, more than forty of his Ne-

groes attempted 1o escape. . . .
In carly September 1805, Jame
Hubbard, a stout Negro who

worked in the plantation nail facto-

Chisolm to retrieve the bondsman. It was 0o late, however;
Hubbard had departed caly a few days earlier for parts un-
known. When Chisnlm rermmed empey.handed, Jefferson
offered him a bonus of twenty-five dollars 1o go after the
man a second time. This time Hubbard was caught and
brought back in irons, and Jefferson reponted: “T had him
severely Sogged in the p of his old comp

. .« He then added that he was convinced that Hubbard
“will pever again serve any man as a slave, the moment be
is out of jail and his irons off he will be off himself.” Be-
fore Jefferson could implement plans to have him sold cut
of the state, Hubbard disappeared again.

In theory Jefferson’s “solution™ to slavery consisted in

“colonization™: the deporation of all the freed blacks from
the United States, preferably back to Africa. Cohen:

“practicable for s, or expedient for them™ to send all the
blacks away a1 once. He then went
s ralenlae:

Their estimated valoe as prop-
ey, in the first place. (for acte-
al property has been lawfully
vested in that form, and who
can lawfully take it from the
possessors?) st an average of
two huodred dollars cach . . .
would amount 1o six hundred
millions of dollars which mus
be paid or lost by somebody. To
this add the cost of thew ans-
portation by land and sea
Mesurado [the west coast of
Liberia). a year’s provision of
food and clothes, implements of
husbandry and of their wades,
which will amount to three hun-
o) sillicnus g . . . esd i i
impossible to look a1 the ques-
tio 2 second time.

an ty. Jefferson sug-
gested a plan which entailed
“emancipating the afterborn, leav-
ing them. on due compensation,
with their mothers, until their services are worth their
maintenance, and putting them to industrious occupations
until a proper age for deportation.™ The individuals who
would be “freed™ immediately after their birth would
eventually be sent 1o Santo Domingo which. according o
the newspapers, had recently offered to open its doors 1o
such p In effect, was proposing that the
federal g buy all slaves from their
owners (at twelve dollars and fifty cents each) and that it
pay for their “nurture with the mother [for] a few years.™
Beyond this, the plan would not cost the government any-
thing, for the young blacks would then work for their
maintenance until deported. Santo Domingo had offered

Jefferson noted that a majority of Americans then living
would live to see the black population reach six million

GCTONER 19848
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and warned that “a million and & half arc within their con-
trol: but six millions, . . . and one million of these fighting
men, will say, ‘we will not go." The Virginia statesman

mmmpwby-mumm
bl nor human i ought to be allowed

unnd-in“y

Immuwmm-mm

plicitly a religion of white people for most of its history. 1
am not sure whether it has by now lived down that past. Bat
obviously it must do so in the coming century if it is to re-
main a civil religion for the American people as a whole.
There are—as in other Westem countries—powerful racist
undercurrents still around. But for both reasons, because
this is officially a p ist society and b the racist
are still there, Thomas Jefferson is becoming

tional scruples. But a liberal
nmnbpﬁ.mwf-.ndIMdh
constitution, the whole length necessary. The separa-
duce some scrupies of humanity. But this would be
straining at 2 gnat, and swallowing a camel.

Thuss. caly two and a half years before his death. Jefferson
ative for the sake of the nation. but that it must be accom-
panied by colonization. Even here, however, his theary dif-
fered from fus practce; and i tus case his inconsistency
would follow him beyond the grave for be did not offer o
free his slaves on the condition that they leave the country.
O the contrary, in his will he requested the Virginia legis-
lature 10 grant special permission to the five slaves he man-
umitied 10 continue 10 live in the state.

amm-dm&nhﬂm
of the modern A civil religion. For Thomas Jeffer-
son was demonstrobly a racist, and a particularly aggres-
sive and vindictive one at that.

I don’t mean that Jefferson was a racist because he owned
slaves. A person might own slaves in the conditions of the
cightesnth century without being a racist. The person might
simply have inherited slaves, and not quite know what 1o do
about it. I believe that Washington, who manumitted all his
slaves by his will, was in that category. (Jefferson ne
mwyummm*mwh
own children, and two others.) | am not aware of any utter-
ances of Washington's that could bly be classed as
racist. Washington did not. as Jefferson did (in Query XIV
dﬂmﬂ&hqml.pu“ﬂ*-

In his Jusion Cohen provides a 3 the supp prefe of black males for white women,
d with the d prefe of orangutans for

duomuﬁumummspmmmmm 25 O pposed p
1 and froe Negroos. He writes, black women. Nor did Washingwon display, as Jefferson did

Jetferson was 2 man of many dumensiOns, and any ex-
planation of his behavior must contain a myriad of seem-
ing contradictions. He was a sincere and dedicated foe of
the slave trade who bought and sold men whenever he
found it Iy y. He believed that all men
were entitled 1o life and liberty regardless of their abili-
ties, yet he tracked down those slaves who had the
courage to take their rights by running sway. He belioved
that slavery was morally and politically wrong, but still
he wrote a slave code for his state and opposed a nation-
al attempt in 1819 to limit the further expansion of the
institution. He believed that one hour of slavery was
waorse than ages of British oppression, yet he was able 10
discuss the matter of slave breeding in much the same
terme that ane wonld use when speaking of the propaga-
tion of dogs and horses.

THE FYIRENCE ON RACE

Obmmh.-dhlhml’umﬂma

quanerof a Y. ap society, j

Iy and institationally and in the cthos of all its ca=
tablishments: political, social, financial, academic, scientif-

(most obsessively in Query XIV), the classic macist itch 1o
identity black characteristics that might be interpreted as in-
dicative of genetic inferiority.
hhpﬁﬂykﬂmsmu&mﬂdm
within the American civil religion that is becoming unsus-
inable in a p i ica. Consider the implications
of the story of Jame Hubbard. Hubbard's sole offense was 1o
claim liberty for himself and ty to win it. For that offense
Jefferson had him “severely flogged in the presence of his
old companions.” For many Americans today (I would hope
for most Americans, and most other people), the hero of Iib-
erty In that swry s st e fauous Thomas Jefferson but the
otherwise unknown Jame Hubbard. And that perception has
ominous implications for the future status of Thomas Jeffer-
wnn in the civil religion of a postracist and increasingly mul-
The factor, however, that is bound eventually o eliminate 2
personal cult of Thomas Jefferson from America’s civil reli-
gion is not his record in relation to slaves and slavery but the
policy laid down by him in relation to “free Negroes." Jeffer-
m.mdummuwh
lithon of slavay by de al a Hiy-
white one. All the ex-slaves were to be departed to Africa. In

ic, and—not least significant—athletic. The American civil
religion. if it is to be a bonding force th th the i

the free blacks had to be climinated from Virginia.
m&mhum“mm
even by his fellow sk His 1

(224 rejected) amendments 10 the Virginia legal code included

.ﬁl..‘. 18ee
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a recommendation for penalizing what Virginia slaveowners
mmummwmmh—
tercourse between black men and white women, never be-
tween white men and biack women—an event of ficys

wummaummm
mummwuummh

the case of a white woman who might bear a mulano child.

rl:ulhmﬁd'hmmm The relation of The

gymdhhﬁhhmdﬂmhﬂutwdnn
mﬁcﬂummmb“udﬂzm
was a li-

in the South after the Civil War
than he had been before. Before the
war the issue had been slavery, and
Jefferson was a bit unsound on that
by the standards prevaillug in e
South in the immediate antebellum
period. After the war, however, the
question of the hour for white
southerners was the status of free
blacks. And on thar Thomas Jeffer-
son was absolutely sound.

It is true that after the war white
th were in no position 10
lchwwleﬂmiuhlm
the dep ivn of all i
ummmmumum
in the spirit of Jefferson’s major
premise in this matter: they could
ensure that there would be no free
blacks in the southern states. Any black who attempted to
achieve real freedom was at best treated as Jefferson had
mmwmmmnum
h were le against p per d as guilty
of serious racial misconduct. Such people were “out of the
protection of the laws " That ix, they could be lynched with
perfect impunity. And they were, regularly and in large num-
bers, afier the end of Reconstruction and through the first
two decades of the twentieth century.

For all this the enfi of white sup

JefFe ian to Jefferson’s thought was similar to the relation
of the Republican press in Jefferson's own time to Jefferson’s
thought. The Jeffersonian, like the Republican press. propa-
mhmﬁw“ﬂmnﬂhnbﬂ
given discreet and overtly unemotional expression. And in the
southemn states in the years aner the Civil Wi i whites who
most practiced what The Jeffersonian was preaching were
members of the Ku Klux Klan

LIBERAL
JEFFERSONIANS

IBERAL Jeffersonians will
no doubt be outraged at my

eral Jeffersonians are cutraged. and
1 proposs tn go on aotraging them. |
intend. if possible, 10 cuzage them
out of existence: not out of physical
existence, of course, but out of exis-
tence as the confused and confusing
school of thought they actually con-
stitute. For “liberal Jeffersonian™ is
a vontadicton in ermy—at Joast it
is if you think that “liberal racist™ is
a contradiction in terms. And mod-
em American fiberals can hardly
contest that last point.
1n the 19705 and 1980s American
liberals were greatly exercised about
apartheid in South Africa, and were
mﬁummmnﬂwm
wm,mdummmuuwmh
that connection, how about Thomas lefferson? The Jeffer-
sonian doctrine of no free blacks in America was a doctrine
of apartheid for America.
smshuldmamu‘li:hﬂmd
‘What is surp about liberalism is that it
hwmh}wmbﬂhwdh-

M“ﬁ;mammmlm:ﬂ-
known doctrine that there was no place for free blacks in
Aumerican socicty. If blacks were emancipated and yet re-
mained in America and in the South, then they had to be
brought under restraint.

70

g of racism among the cducsicd aod in official
America in the second half of the twenticth century and the
holarly work that that Jefferson was a racist
Thus as late 2s 1984 we find Richard Matthews writing in
The Radical Politics of Thomas Jefferson: A Revisionist
View, “Jefferson . mubmauiﬂlmd
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American market society but also provides an image for—if
sﬂalﬂ-ﬂh—lmmmm
cratic A future.” A §

mfmevﬁumbubhh.
1 believe that in the next century, as blacks and Hispanics
and Asians scquire 1 mA society,

the Jeffersonian liberal tradition, which is already intell

the primary function of the American civil religion is to in-
vest American nationalism with the sura of the sacred. With-
out the Declaration, then. there is no American civil religion.

Yet there are problems about the Declaration, in its rela-
tion to a society no longer exclusively dominated by whites.
There are problems about the wording, amd problems about

ally ible, will b ially and politically untenable
as well. 1 also believe that the American civil religion, offi-
cial version—Ilet me call it AcrRoOv—will have 10 be reformed
in a manner that will downgrade and it Tuds

ﬁonuieﬂmﬁnﬂly.luﬁzumkl;rmwﬂl
nonetheless continue to be a power in America in the area

Clinton is rightly resolved 1o defend our sacred symbols.

THE IMPENDING SCHISM

S the twenty-first century advances, there will be

changes within the American civil religion to corre-

spond 10 great changes in the snciery iteslf The mnl-
tiracial character of the society will be increasingly realized,
as significant numbers of blacks, Hispanics, and Asians
move up the economic ladder. Women of all races will also
b inurving up, in mauy Cases even lasicr and higher than the
general rate of ascent of nonwhite people.

In these circumstances ACROV will be needed more than
ever. as a bonding force for a more and more visibly diverse
society and polity. But within ACROV the cult of the Found-
ing Fathers will be affected. The present campus assaults on
the authority, in every field, of “dead white males™ are often
abourd, but they have their implications for the futwe, amd in
particular for the cult of the Founding Fathers.

hﬂummh“umyhhm-

rather than i as the

the anthorship. It is accepted that the words “all men are cre-
ated equal” do not in their literal meaning apply o women,
and were not intended by the Founding Fathers (enllective-
Iy) to apply to slaves. Yet it is also accepted that the expec-
tations aroused by this formula have been 2 force that even-
tually changed the meaning of the formula 1o include
women and people of all races.
The wording in itself offers no basic difficulty. The troa-
bie is in the relation of the wording to the perceived author-
chip In ACROV as we know it in the twentieth contury, Jof-
mummuh-&dh“-ﬂﬂ
the Declaration of Indep And pothi
is more certain than that Thomas Jefferson &id not intend
hmm“hhh%hﬂ—ﬂ

Blard =

were i patible in A free blacks were
1o be banished.
For many years Teffe '« real views wrning the fo.

ture of blacks in America were hidden by soothing obfisca-
tion best exemplified by the relevant inscription in the Jeffer-
son Memorial People were 10ld that Thomas Jefferson was
against slavery, and his words to that effect were quoted fre-
quently. But people were not told that for Jefferson, black
people had no future in America at all except as slaves. Once
they ceased to be slaves, they were to be semt packing. Nor
would other nonwhites be welcome (the American Indian ex-
cepted, whom Jefferson was at pains to “whiten™). Jeffer-
m‘imﬂhdhﬁﬂedmmlw
wue. whites valy.

hfnﬂou:hdmee-bemmhladdh
mmhlhuvil ligion of an effectively

mdm Of the two main documents, the Constitu-
tion presents no problems for the new societal coalition, in
which and nonwhi ise i g au-
thority. The Conastitution as it now stands is the work not
Jjust of Founding Fathers but of many kinds of people, over

that is. an America in which i
Inv: a significant and increasing say. Once the facts are
known, Jefferson is of necessity abhorrent 1o people who
would not be in America at all if he could have had his way.
Thuse pouple dun™t ueed Jelferson. But they do need the
Declaration. The words “all men are created equal™ are an

n-gr_ ions. Both abolitionists and f o i
ies in the ni th century—oplaved their

mhmmmmud—phwm“

have it today. The Constitution will be ded—an Equal

Righis Amendment would appear 1o be inevitable, if pre-
cent trends continue hﬂ&hwd&:u—-hg

P part of their American title deeds. Racists hold
hbh:hﬂmmkﬂhm

d equal. Against that doctrine it is imp tobe
&wmm“mdmm
In these circumstances, in which the Declaration is need-
-A.ﬂmu-uummunmnu—.uu

century. The Consti ded and s vill
be at the center of ACROV.

The Declaration of Independ is her matter.
ACROV the Dx is unthinkable. The Declara-
tion is the primary assertion of A ionalism, and

d Jefferson and the Declaration.
hu-mdw-&maﬂu
mdhuﬂmdumuﬂm
under atiack in the i gly ial climate of the

_m.
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The crucial question is, Was Thomas Jefferson the author
of the Declaration of Independence?

Many Americans will answer that question with an indig-
w‘wmhm!"i’utmsmlhw'dm"
about it. The Declaration was ly not the unaided work

lefferson should be out of AcROV. But he is likely to be at
the center of an alternative, and powerful, version of Amer-
It is safe to predict that the Eberal-Jeffersonian rradition will
b extinct fairly early in the coming century. The huge

ummmmm-ummny
formed from his head, like Athena from the forchead of
Zeus. The work of ing the Dy 10 justify the
independence that the Second Continental Congress had ac-
tually proclaimed two days before—was entrusted by Con-
gress not to Jefferson alone but to a commitiee that included
John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, figures of no less status.
m the Amenca of 1776. Adams and Franklin would proba-
the actual drafting of the document. Jefferson's draft was re-
m_‘mwuu—d—-,ﬂwuhﬁ-‘m
before the Congress, whose consensus it was designed 1o re-
fiect. And the Congress made further changes in the draft.
Carl Lotus Becker writes in The Declaration of Ind

mwuuﬂn-ﬂu—dum—n—

it unfit 1o survive in a multiracial society inevitable re-
pﬁudlﬂ:ﬂh“hl‘lﬂmﬂ
bk jon to Jefferson on the far

uﬂ&wmﬁ-ﬁﬁﬂ-ﬂ“unﬂ
him will compel the far right to adopt him. Or rather re-adopt
him, for he was a hero to southern white supremacists.
Doctrinally, Jefferson is 2 patron saimt far more suitable 10
white supremacists than to modemn American liberals. The
ﬂm-sdlﬂ nﬂs-ﬁnhhhbin_nﬁh
of the Fas-vigh ke a glove. Tom
maw&mmmdum:
the next century, dwﬂh-nﬁkn—-.

dence: A Study in the History of Political ldeas,

mw&m&nucmm
‘What uncomplimentary remarks the members may have
made is not known: but it is known that in the end cenain
paragraphs were greatly changed and others omitted alto-
gether. These “depredations™—so he speaks of them—Jef-
fersnn did not snjay- bt we may easily console curselves
for his discomfiture since it moved the humane Franklin 1o
tell him a story. Writing in 1818, Jefferson says: “T was
sitting by Dr. Franklin, who perceived that [ was not in-
sensibie to these motilations. | have made it a rule, said be,
‘whenever in my power, to avoid becoming the draughts-
‘man of papers to be reviewed by a public body.”

Franklin's swry follows, and though it is nis

Rhetorically and alen, the my
m—um#hmd'm-ld&a—i
Mums&mhmm
son’s liberty, a p fully
mmmbumm&ﬂu—
love: Burke's “wild gas™ of liberty.

mmm.ﬁdmsudmm
would find & in later i
uwnm-ﬂ-dlﬂtbw .
those who now resist the federal government with clear war-
rant for their cause, and for the use of armed force should the
incursions of the federal go make that

Finally. the Jefferson who made a cult of the French Rev-
olution provides aid and comfort not just to the far right in

not relevamt here. What is relevant is the word “draugh

go ‘but to the most ferocious militant extrermists. In

man,” and it is evident that it was in that role, and not the
maore exalted role of “author.™ that Jefferson’s colleagues en-
vxngﬂlllll.mlehnnbhwhﬁndﬂu“dh
R
bmuueﬂm-ﬂwﬂawﬁmdum

¥, the D will i igly be seen as a col-
lective document. The Founding Fathers will have declined
in imp in ison with the sacred but

their collective authurity will stll be found to be vastly more

acceptable than the idea of the personal authorship of

Thomas Jefferson.

‘With the Declaration increasingly perceived as a collec-

mmkﬂunnwwaeemndu
and subordi ft Jefferson’s de-

-ﬁuﬁmhmmdﬂwdh" |

the p ¥ of his enthusi for the French Revolution,
ththhﬂbﬂbM‘-
there are (virmally) no limits 1o the daughter thar may legir-
imately be perpetrated in the name of liberty—so that any-

one in modern America who is pl any act of mass de-
muﬁo-mmmlhmd“uﬂtdh
Declaration of Ind d po d only that the act is

m»hWhhh&e—udm

For these and other reasons 1 belicve that at some time in
the coming century the cult of Jefferson may, as it were, split
off from its present home in ACROV and find a new home on
ummamm

I believe that the orthodox multiracial version of the
mmmmwpﬂ—um
ever cost—against the neo-Jeffersonian racist schism. That
the orthod: ion should prevail is vital not only for

of Independence would etfectively put an end 10 the official
cult of Jefferson within the American civil religion. Jeffer-
son should be out of acrov, | would guess, before the mid-
dle of the coming century.

74
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America but also for the future of nonracial democracy, amd
of Enlightenment values generally, in those parts of the
world where these arc now dominant or where people are
struggling 10 hring them into cffective being. &
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‘;Ia‘n Barett Townsend 11

5537 Sundust Doutoe
Lexington, Kentucky 40502
December 10,1990

Dr. Frances Cabaniss Roberts
603 Randolph Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Thank you for taking time out of your schedule to discuss
your thesis which has intrigued me for the past 21 years. I
discovered that your work existed during my senior year at
S.R. Butler High School in Huntsville. I was in my civics class
when my teacher asked how much I knew about my family history.
She sent me on an expedition to the historical collection in the
Huntsville Public Library. It was there that I first discovered
your work entitled "An Experiment in Emancipation of Slaves by
&n Alabama Planter."

As my heart began to race I wondered aloud "could this be
part of my family history?™ "Am I related to any of the actors
in this great drama which transpired before the Civil War? ™

"Whatever became of the cast of characters; namely Elizabeth and
Virginia, Wesley and Willis?"

During our telephone conmversation I mentloned that I know so
little of my family history. I am the son of John B. and Arcie

Townsend who currently live at 5219 Mastin Lake Road in Huntsville.
My father is a Primitive Baptist minister and his father was David
D. Townsend , who was the son of Willis Townsend. L am told by
some older members of the family that our forbears could, and most
likely include Jim Parks Townsend and Parks Towmsend . It is the
latter that most members of my father's uncle family (the late Rev.
Newman Townsend) are inclined to trace their ancestry.

1 am attempting to visit my parents during the Christmas holiday
and if you are willing and so inclined I would love to sit dowmn with

you and discuss your great work. Please allow me the liberty of call-
ing upon you.

Once again, thank you for chatting with me. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

Sincgrely: - )
ﬁofd gmaﬂ@th 5 7
Barrett Townsend II

P.S. 1 have taken the unlikely step to include a copy of my
resume ,for the sake of introducing myself to you.

Names:
Roberts, Frances Townsend, Jim Parks Townsend, Newman, Townsend, Willie
Cabaniss, Dr. Townsend, John B., Rev. Townsend, Willis
Townsend, Arcie Rev. Townsend, Parks
Townsend, David D. Townsend, John Townsend, Virginia
Townsend, Elizabeth Barrett, 11 Townsend, Wesley
Places:
Huntsville, AL Lexington, KY
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

Dec 10, 1990
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Names:
Townsend, John
Barrett, IT

Places:
Lexington, KY
Types:

resume

Dates:
Dec 10, 1990
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Names:
Townsend, John
Barrett, IT

Places:
Lexington, KY

Types:

resume

Dates:
Dec 10, 1990
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Names:
Townsend, Frances Townsend, John
Pride Barrett, I1

Places:
Lexington, KY
Types:

resume

Dates:
Dec 10, 1990
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HUNTSVILLE CITY SCHOOLS

MARY JANE CAYLOR. Ed. D, SUPERINTENDENT
P O BOX 1784 TELEFHONE (203) $37-4800

HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA 35807-4801

June 27, 1991

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

I am elated over the selection of the Annie C. Merts Center
for the Huntsville City Beautification Award for 1990/91.

I wanted to personally express my appreciation to you for
nominating us for the award, and your continued fine
support of the school system.

It is always gratifying to have a person like you to
provide assistance whatever the issue may be.

Rest assured, now that we have the award, we will work

diligently to keep it forever and continue to be an asset
to this community.

: Thanks again for your excellent support.

cercly,

¥ [
y Janef

Superintgnd

MJIC:WLC/1m

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Names:
Annie C. Merts Caylor, Mary Jane
Center Roberts, Frances, Dr.
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:
June 27, 1991
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Names:
Jones, Harvie Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

memo

Dates:
Sept 13, 1996
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Otakima”

In Huntsville
Huntsville, Alabama 35899

Otfice of University Development (205) 895-6500

December 10, 1990

Dr. Frances Roberts

603 Randolph Avenue, SE

Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Thank you for your recent check in the amount of $5,000

which constitutes your first pledge payment toward the

Eminent Scholar in Humanities in the College of Liberal
Axrts.

Your support has been instrumental in assisting us as we

seek to move UAH to higher levels of service and

excellence. We are grateful for your continued interest
and contributions.

Again, thank you.

ch\cerely.
Vimsollia
Interim Director

VS/ctm

A At Actonigual DODOrUAy Ingstuson

UAH donation
Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Sollie, Virginia

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Dec 10, 1990
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@ The Universiy
In Huntsville

Vice President Huntsville, Alabama 35899
for University Advancement Phone: (205) 8956127
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Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr. UAH Vice President

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Dec 3, 1990
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Names:
Meek, R. L., Dean

Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Dec 17, 1990

2"(;:& FolLDER ‘_5?

The University
gf Alabama
Huntsville
College of Liberal Arts
Office of the Dean Huntsvilie, Alabama 35899

17 December 1990

There will be a meeting of the Liberal Arts Advisory Committee at 7:30
p-m. on 15 Jamuary 1991. The meeting will be held in Room 125 of the
Student Center on the UAH campus. The primary purpose of this meeting will

¢ X

RIM/dre
cc: J. Shields

T. Tensbrunsel
J. Yost

A Amemasve ActonEgus DOOonty Fattacn

Shields, Johanna, Dr. Yost, J.
Tensbrunsel, T.
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Moquin, Joseph C.

Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
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Dec 21, 1990
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A Space Grant College

December 21, 1990

Dr. Frances Roberis
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801-4159

Dear Frances:

At this time of year | would especially like to send greetings from
the faculty, staff and administrators at UAH, and to thank you personally
for supporting UAH in the past. Because of your generous contribution,
UAH has been able to move forward to achieve success and national

recognition In many areas.

As President of UAH, | appreciate what you have done to insure that
UAH remains a quality institution for this city, state, and nation. Your
support enables us to continue our mission of providing top quality
education for our students and high level research for those who require
and depend on the advancement of knowledge.

Best wishes for much success in 1991.

Sincerely,

C. Moquin
President

JCM:ve

Roberts, Frances, Dr.
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-gfeAbbama
In Huntsville

Huntsvilie, Alabarma 35899

Office of University Development y/#po

Doy Fromss -

AN N n %}'?/ﬁm

A Afrrares ActorEoul ODOoruty Fattuton ( M)

Names:
Roberts, Frances

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Sept 18, 1990
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Names:
Sepoinore, Roger

Places:
Huntsville, AL
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correspondence

Dates:
Sept 18, 1990



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8
Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s
Image 105  r02g06-08-000-0105  Contents Index  About

2C & FolDER 2

Office of Vice President
for Student Affairs

January 11, 1994

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue, S.E.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Frances:

I thought you might enjoy having the enclosed pictures from the UAH
ceremony. We are most appreciative of the thought and effort that went
ho,-mdﬂ-. Everyone enjoyed it.

1 hope you had a good holiday and that you are enjoying the new year.
Sincerely,

‘fm...../
R Jeanne Fisher
Vice President for Student Affairs

Names:
Fisher, B. Jeanne Roberts, Frances C.,
Dr.
Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 11, 1994
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Names:
Kennedy, Brent
Linzy, Jerry
Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:

correspondence

Dates:
Nov 5, 1990
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Ordiabama”

In Huntsville
Vice Presigent Huntsville, Alabama 35899
for University Advancement Phone: (205) 8956127

November 5, 1990

Dr. Frances Roberls
€03 Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801-4159

Dear Frances:

.hnyuuy-wnogu%m}hmboeﬂinﬂmmh the foundation
humanities campaign and other fund raising efforts. -

University Advancement will now be building on their work to move campaign
forward. ?ﬂvmﬂh@mwhwmommw;mmmw
Endowmen Humanities next year and about involving

sy ¥ the community at many

1 osp ially eppreci your i est in the campaign. We will be In touch with you
soon, but if you have any questions until then, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

i
Thomas W. Tenbrunsel, Ph.D.

TWT/rm

A Aftrmanen AstorE DOOCTATY SaTtAGH

Panas, Jerold Sizemore, Roger
Roberts, Frances

Tensbrunsel, Thomas
W.



Frances Cabaniss Roberts Collection:  Series 2, Subseries G, Box 6, Folder 8
Frances C. Roberts Correspondence, 1990s
Image 107  r02g06-08-000-0107  Contents Index  About

F "2G& Foiwv¥R &

Of Alabama

In Huntsville
Office of Phone: (205) B95-6500
linivarsity Nevalopment Fax Mo.: (205) 805-6462

By

—Muarch 9, 1992

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

I appreciated you sharing information with me about your conversation wi
President Franz and th:lgAllisms regarding gift acknowledgement. -

However, it concerned me very much that you and the Allisons have not felt
your gifts were being acknowledged. We have worked very hard to maintain
good records and to send prompt thank you letters for contributions. I am

mﬁﬁngmﬁad&ekﬁemwesmtfw&espedﬁcgﬁuywmdldimmd

Youaresuchaﬁeasmtoworkwithbecausedyourfumumandww
enthusiasm. It is important to me that you have a good impression of the
work we are doing in Development because I value your opinion.

As we prepare to start a new era with the naming of a Vice President for
University Advancement, I look forward to your continued involvement
and suggestions.

Thank you again for your candidness.

Tfmu\ Sold__

Vi Sollie
Interim Director of Development

4 Scace Grar Urearry
An Artrates ActonEou (DOOMATY Rttuton

Names:
Franz, Frank A., Roberts, Frances, Dr.

President Sollie, Virginia
Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
May 9, 1992
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Names:

Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 30, 1991

aé?raws?é

The University
Of Alabama
In Huntsville

Huntsville, Alabama 35899
Oftfice of University Development (205) 895-6500

January 30, 1591

Dr. Frances C. Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Dr. Ruberts:

It is with appreciation that I acknowledge your $35.00
contribution for the Harold J. Wilson Memorial
Scholarship. He was an outstanding gentleman who made a
significant contribution to UAH and a lasting impression
on many of us.

There is no greater or more lasting memorial than a gift
which becomes an investment in the education of succeeding
generations.

Again, thank you for your generous and thoughtful response
in this time of sadness.

SJncerely,
Virgiﬂa Sollie

Interim Director of Development

VS/ctm

Sollie, Virginia
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
The Un

aQu

A Space Grant College of n
Telepnane: (205) 5055340
Fax No. (205) 8956538

Dr. & Mrs. W. Evans Alison
1500 Dug Hill Road
Brownsboro, AL 35741

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Alison:

Thank you for your contribution of $1.000 to the University of
Alabama in Huntsville in response to my letter. It is very
encouraging to see the support we have for our efforts to move UAH
to new levels of excellence. Your contribution is especially
meaningful in light of our current budget concerns.

I understand that you would like to earmark this gift for Library
books through the Campaign for the Humanities. I would like to add
my appreciation for this and your work as a member of the Liberal
Arts Advisory Committee.

I look forward to getting to know you better in the year ahead and
hnpe o see you at many campus evenis.

Sincerely,

¥ /
finl, g
{.Fra.nk Al :‘:aéz
President

FAF/ctm

Names:
Alison, W. Evans, Dr. Franz, Frank A.,
& Mrs. President

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 22, 1992
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Names:
Alison, W. Evans, Dr.
& Mrs.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 23, 1992

2C4 FoeivkR O

Office of
University Development

January 23, 1992

Dr. & Mrs. W. Evans Alison
1500 Dug Hill Road
Brownsboro, AL 35741

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Alison:

Thank you for your recent check in the amount of $1,000 to be used
for Library books through thc Campaign for the Humanities at UAH.
Your continuing support of this particular campaign is greatly
appreciated.

I am enclosing a response card for the campaign which we would
appreciate you completing and returning. We need this
documentation for the National Endowment for the Humanities
matching gift.

It is a plcasurc 10 work with you on the Liberal Arts Advisory
Committee and we hope you will continue to be involved in many
aspects of the University.

Sihcerely,

Virginia Sollie
Intenim Director of Development

VS/ctm

& Somce Lreet SRy

Sollie, Virginia
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Alison, W. Evans, Dr.
& Mrs.
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Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Mar 23, 1992
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A Space Grant College of n

Teweonone: (205) 8958340
Fax No. (205) 8958538

March 23, 1992

Dr. & Mrs. Evans Alison
1500 Dug Hill Road
Brownsboro, AL 35741

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Alison:

Thank you for your pledge in the amount of $2,500 over the next 5
years and your recent payment of $500 toward the funding of the
Eminent Scholar in Humanities for the College of Liberal Arts at the
University of Alabama in Hunisville.

As you requested the money will be restricted to the Library to help
in the support of the History collection there and will qualify for
matching money from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Private support enables the University to pursue its quest for
excellence in both academics and research. We are grateful for your
continuing interest and support in UAH and the confidence in our

future it represents.

I look forward to working with you in the future on the Liberal Arns
Advisory Committee.

Sincerely, .

President

FAF/ctm

Franz, Frank A.,
President
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
Huntsville, Alabama 35899

Teiephone: (205) 8956340
Fax No. (205) 8956538

November 23, 1993

Dr. Frances Roberts
603 Randolph Avenue S.E.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Enclosed are copies of the recommen-
dation letters for your honorary degree. As
| mentioned to you on the phone yesterday,
I thought you might enjoy seeing them.

We're very much looking forward to your
speech and the conferring of your degree.

Sincerely,
Ll arey Tt _
Mary Beth Walker
Honorary degree letter
Names:
Roberts, Frances, Dr. Walker, Mary Beth
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence
Dates:

Nov 23, 1993
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McManus, Samuel P.,
Dr.
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~unisvite. AlaDama 5239
cilege of Liberal Ans Thone: 1205) B9S-6310
Spanment of History Sax 205) 8956702

[* N

October 15, 1992

Honorary

Dr. Samuel P. McManus, Chair
Office of the Provost
Madison Hall

UAH Campus

Dear Colleagues:

With the support of many colleagues and friends UAH
writing to recommend an honorary degree tor Drfil"zanc:: Cnh;ni-:‘
Roberts. Few pecple have made greater contributions to UAH and to
the surrounding community than Dr. Roberts. She has been
recognized by UAH--especially in the naming of Roberts Hall——and
many times by the community, but I believe that for a number of
reasons an honorary degree would have special significance.

Parhaps I can beet illusctrate the guality of Dr. Roberts‘s
contributions by an anecdote from her recent history. This year,
the history department hired (on a one-year, non-tenure track
position at a very low salary) a young Ph.D. graduate of
Vanderbilt University. He had not visited here before his last-
minute appointment, and Dr. Roberts had not met him. But after
his arrival, she made a special trip to campus for a visit in his
office, and she brought a simple message: "Do twice what you are
asked to do." That, I believe, could well be taken as a motto for
her own of resp ibility, regardless of the context in
which it is applied. It is a standard that UAH would do well to
recognize, for it should be a model by which all of us-—faculty,
students, staff, and administration--conduct ocurselves.

Frances Roberts is a native Alabamian, born and raised in
the little Black Belt town of Gainesville. After receiving her
B.S. from nearby Livingston College (now University), she came to
Huntsville in 1937, beginning a teaching career that spanned over
forty years. She completed her M.A. at the University of Alabama
in 1940, while teaching in the public schools, and then she began
work toward her Ph.D., taking courses in Tuscaloosa and at
vanderbilt University, commuting as she could. She joined the
Huntsville Extension Center on a part-time basis when it opened
in 1950, then in 1553 became a full-time instructor. After she
received the Ph.D. from the University of Alabama in 1956, she
was promoted to assistant professor, and climbed steadily through
the ranks, becoming a full professor in 1961 and protessor
emerita in 1980.

5 Scuncn Crarw Coteon
o A At S5 DOOOMUNTY PEEESST

Roberts, Frances
Cabaniss, Dr.
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Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
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Oct 15, 1993

2G6& FoiDER &

Dr. Roberts’s earliest contributions to UAH were =ade baforc
Zost people now associated with the institution were in
Huntsville, in fact, before many had graduated from high school.
While we were still a Center, she worked on committees to raise
money for buildings and build the nuclecus of the Present campus
and to create the undergraduate curriculum; she edited the
Faculty Handbook; and long before there was an interstate highway
she regularly travelled to Tuscalcosa to coordinate the
administration of the Center with the "main campus.” These
contributions were made as "service," for not until 1964 did she
hold an administrative pesiticn as chair of the Department of

History (Acting Chair from 1964-66; Chair from 1966-70) .

As her I;nlindiclzm, throughout her career at UAH, Dr.
Roberts was involved matters of general universi interest.
She brought the perspective of a historian to her I:Zryt.m.ng she
gtc-l b mtth. deeply believes in the valua of understanding

tory, mummtummllm the
thin:citution and its students. Indeed, she learned from h e
izportance

dependent

utablm,gmping-otm‘ departments, and
groupings of departm b divisions, then schools, ana
finally colleges. The continuity Dr. Roberts brought to the
developing institution was a key ingredient in our ability to
maintain the integrity of academic programs and the guality of
the education we offered students. Among other accomplishmen
her efforts resulted in the establishment of the Academic
Advisement Center, which directed the entire university‘s basic
student counselling until other units had developed complemen
offices. She served as Director of the Center from 1972 to 1980,
when she retired from the University.

Throughout her career at UAH, Dr. Roberts has strengthened
relationships between the institution and the community. Many of
her efforts have involved taking her professional knowledge into
the community. She has served on boards of many local
organizations that promote interest in history (and tourism as
well), and she has provided leadership for most of them as an
officer. similarly, she has always spoken before civic groups
with an astounding fregquency; today, at ssventy-six, che
continues this pattern, speaking for over a half-dozen groups in
any typical year. On top of that, she has always "taught" for
such people as citizen-candidates, senior citizens, and community
intarest groups like the supporters of the Huntsville Depot. She
has rarely been paid for her work. Her most recent community
service was co-chairing (with Jack Lee) the Mayor’s Education
2000 committee, a substantial commitment of time and energy that
assessed the status of education and created priorities for the
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future. UAH is sometimes criticized because we ask townspeople
for money and return the favor in the form of services for which
we are paid. Dr. Ruberts’s generosity has a pattern that should
be acknowledged as a model.

Because of her long commitment to students, Dr. Roberts’s
contributions serve the University in ways that are unique.
People she taught in high school and college have come forward to
donate substantial amounts of money to the institution in her
name. In the Campaign for the Humanities, she wrote indiwvidual
letters to former students, who responded with gifts. Over the
years, she has helped deserving students with loans, gifts, and,
locating jobs. These people remember what she has done for them,
and UAH will benefit accordingly. If every member of the faculty,
staff, and administration of this university had been as generous
with time, money, and personal help as Dr. Roberts, our fund-
raising successes would multiply. In this area also, she is a
model for others, and recognition of her contributions would

serve us well.

Throughout her carcer, Dr. Robartse combined a faemilty
member’s basic jobs of teaching, research, and service, (which
you can read on her vita) with a much broader sense of
responsibility that required her to do more than twice what she
was asked. We have an unusual opportunity here, for in honoring
Dr. Roberts we affirm our commitment to the high ideal of
selfless service. At the same time, I believe this honor would be
more gratifying to her than any other she has received, as it
would be the highest token of respect she could be paid by an
institution that has been and continues to be at the heart of her
life. It is my privilege to recommend her for your consideration.

Sincerely, ;i
o
Johanna Nicol Shields

Professor and Chair
Department of History

Shields, Johanna
Nicol
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STATE OF ALABAMA
TWENTY- THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Mantsos UOUNTY UOURTHOLSE

HUNTSVILLE, ALaBaMa  35501-4520

| hasmbers
0 Lymwend Smith, jr T rhrpta—
reuit Judgn 688333784

15 October 1993

Dr. Sam McManus, Chair

The Honorary Degrees Commu
Office of the Provast

Madison Hall

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE
Huntswille, Alabama 35899

Dear Dr. McManus:

! am informed that Dr. Frances Cabaniss Roberts has been nominated for an honorary degree
from The University of Alabama in Hunisville. | write 1o second that nomination.

More than thirty vears ago, my parents moved next door to Dr. Roberts. [ was in junior high
school at the ume. Since then, Dr. Roberts has been my neighbor, my advisor, my fnend.

Of all my memories of Frances, | remember most vividly the spring of 1963. [ was home
from Georgia Tech, where I then was enrolled in acruspace eagineening. | sat with Frances I'ornvl_
hour, reciting a litany of woes. To use a phrase in currency at that ume, [ was very “mixed up.
She listened; then, looking me straight in the eves, she smd:

Go back to school. Get vour grades high enough to transier. \nd then.
get the hell our of there! You had no business going 10 Georgia Tech in the
first place. If you had asked me. | would have told you so. | never did think you
would make a good engincer. Y ou should be a lawver.

That is vintage Frances Roberts. She has the ability 1o size up a situation and give simple,
strughtforward advice in language that is casily understood.

That also was my first adult encounter with Dr. Roberts. In the vears since, | have waiched

and learned from her. as we worked together at UAH or in civic projects. One thing | know is

that. while Dr. Roberts modestly calls herself a “teacher.” she really is a “professor” — in the
deepest sense of that word. L

. The mrl‘;f:tmuf’e of “pbr?!'Tmm“t\'x religious in nature. “To profess” was 1o ke the vows of
4 religious or to icly laim one’s faith. As suc ] g wdly
o A i p:(xl. v proc C s fanth. As such. the tap-root of the word is solidly

The flow of events in this century, howev
: . L N er, has eroded that rich soil. The dnft of t
currents of our times has heen away from the open profession of any values — religious 2:
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otherwise. As we push the limits o1 scienutic knowiedge 1o the edges of the known universe, we
lcave histoncal truths beiund. We view them as. somehow. outmoded and suspect.

in the process of seculanzing and “modermizing™ laws and institutions. we have become
increasingly pluralisuc. Multiple points of view about values and meanings are. at least officiallv.,
accorded equal weight. But such pluralism breeds unccrtainty, vaciilation. lack of commitment.
Worse. we lose sight of substance and chase things that glitter. that flash, that fade into

"-r‘i'o'ﬁ'éw Men »T 00 often peopie who govern. who preach. and who teach sound like T. S. Eliot’s

Dr. Roberts is not one of them. In every aspect of her life. she has dared o profess a faith,
to openly proclaim a sense of values. and to question the menit of faddish proposals. And she
inspires others to do so. Even while challenging students to try on new ideas 1o see how they fit,
Dr. Roberts sull taught ethical norms by which the worth of various policies might be measured.

Frances Roberts understands that, if students leave a university with no sense of values and
no appreciation for the meaning of our civilization, they are doomed to forever wander in their
pilgrimage of life, neither positive enough to be good nor negative enough to be evil — or, worse,
not even aware ol the difterence.

For that, I enthusiastically second the nomination of Professor Frances Cabaniss Roberts for
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree.

Circuit Judge

Names:
Smith, C. Lynwood,
Jr., Judge

Places:
Huntsville, AL

Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Oct 15, 1993
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% - Of Alabama
ey In Huntsviile
~umsvile. Alabama 35899
College of Liberal Ans “hone: (205) 895-6310
Depanment of History Fax 2035) 8856702

MEMORANDUM

To: Sam McManus
Office of the Brovost 1'%
Madison Hall

Fromz RA Gerberding VAC
Associate Professor of History

Date: October 13, 1993

Subject: Honorary Degree Candidate

I am writing to support Profcssor Emeritus Frances Roberts candidate
bonma.rydocxmmuflene:s&um_UAl-L The::u;mmmudﬂg:ﬁ;of&chg:n
Professor mmw:%md‘mnl joined the , but her contribution to the
institw been influence continued, for that matter still
continues, as a very force. Itmherﬁwcrml i uncompromising
dedication which | set the standard m%p‘?’i’ﬁh ai:duux Department and
Co}lcge.bmsﬁom aUmvedm af.r._awhole. U. now some eleven years after her
retirement, OWes a great of its i nonse ious institution
gg.ulltdvguamnstﬁtﬁng honor when tl::= &gﬁmmm Bu.ild:'ngfurw
I nwould_beqqm;ﬂylﬁgilsngwawardthehonnmrydoﬂomtcwapermso

* Soace Gras Colege
L Aematy Acton foum J000MeTy SRS
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October 13, 1993

Honorary Degrees committee
Dr. Sam McManus, Chair
Office of the Provost
Madison Hall

UAH

Dear Dr. McManus:

I urge the committee to consider grant an h

degree to Dr. Frances Roberts. Dr. Rnbart:sin.ig held in high
by faculty, former students, and people in the
UAH's reputation today owes a great deal to
people who helped to build the university from its position
ummimotthnmlmamnm
m'nr:: o didt-::-qms intll;- Rotr g:c::u =
W a strong across

disciplinary boundaries. Her selection would d-:znst:at-
the University's pride in its own roots and traditions, and
show gratitude to a person who dedicated her career to UAH.

When I arrived at UAH nine years ago, Dr. Roberts was
still teaching an cccasional course. It was clear then how
much culleayues and students respected her and what she haa
done for the history department, the college, and the
university. It has become even clearer to me during my time
at UAH how important Dr. Roberts's contributions have been.
Naming Roberts Hall in her honor was an appropriate gesture
that demonstrated the university's awareness of its past.
Giving her an honorary degree remind the university
community again of how thie institution bagan, how it has
grown, and what it has come to mean to North Alabama. An
honorary degree for Dr. Roberts would celebrate not only the
career of an individual, but the development of the
University itselr. It would be dirficult to rind an
individual more deserving, or one who would better represent
the developing traditions of our University.

Sincerely,

P o R e

Andrew J. Dunar

« Soece Gra Coseon
B

Honorary degree letter
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~TOVOSt ana Vice Fresoent
‘or Acagemuc Affairs

October 14, 1993

Dr. Samuel P. McManus

Interim Provost
The University of Alab in H ille
Dear Sam:

I am pleased to join with others in nominating Dr. Frances Cabaniss Roberts for
an honorary degree. Frances was a founding faculty member of the university and had
a long and distinguished career as a teacher, advisor, and administrator before her
retirement in 1980. Since then she has continued to work on behalf of UAH in
numerous capacities, including pan-time teaching, support of fund-raising efforts, and
participant in numerous university events and activities. In her commitment to the
prosperity and well-being of UAH, Frances has no peer.

Not only has she made a unique contribution to the growth and development of
UAH, she has also influenced the quality of education in the Huntsville City Schools
and throughout the state. It was largely through her leadership that UAH's education
pmwnshauﬂmysmmmdamh;mmmummumfwmy
vears frowned upon by the State Board of Education. She carried her convictions to
every educational forum and political office in the state.

She is a scholar of repute whose knowledge of the region is unsurpassed. Her
dissertation, although unpublished, is still the classic study in the field, frequently cited
by all historians of the period. She has published two books and numerous articles,
despite years of heavy teaching and administrative loads and exhausting family
obligations.

Frances has been accorded numerous honors, including the naming of Roberts
Hall and the creation of the Roberts Scholarship. Anhonuru-ydegtuasnntm
however, considering what she has unselfishly given to the university, the community,
and the state. Moreover, we have not ofien recognized women in coniermng honorary
doctorates (only astronauts [ believe). Frances pioneered the advent of women in
higher education in the state—in obtaining a doctorate, in advancing through the
professoriate, and in exercising academic and administrative leadersnip. In the

4 Soace Grant Cotege

Roberts, Frances
Cabaniss, Dr.
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Octcber 8, 1993

Honorary Degrees Committee
Dr. Sam McManus, Chair
Office of the Provost
Madison Hall

UAH

Dear Honorary Degrees Committee:

I strongly support the nomination of Dr. Frances
Roberts as a candidate for an honorary degree from UAH. Why
she has not been so honored previocusly and long age is a
mystery to me, but this overlooking of a person more
deserving (and in some cases much more se) than practically
any previous recipient should be rectified.

More than any other person, she has been the driving
force in shaping this institution's early decades, and she
has stood firmly for a broad-based, rigorous liberal
education for our students. The ract that UAH maintained a
core curriculum at a time when many universities abandoned
this laudable principle was largely due to her convictions
and leadership. She always stood firm against the policies
of the number counters and others which lead to dilution of
academic standards, increase in class sizes, abandonment of
writing requirements, and inflation of grades. The common
denominator of all the above was har concern for the
education of students, a fact obvious to all whether one
always agreed with her forcefully expressed views.

Finally, it would be very appropriate to have this
highly qualified womapn join the solid male ranks of
previous honorees. Thank you for your consideration of Dr.
Roberts.

s inc_erely yours,

=
,‘ 7Y
Hllys V. e
Philip Boucher
Professor of History

[ —
Lo LSemate Loves o n e me nph s
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S C. Marshall Space Fiight Center
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Dr. Sam McManus

Honorary Degree Committee

The Provost

University of Alabama in Huntsville
Madlison Hall

Huntsville, Alabama 35899

Dear Dr. McManus:

I understand that Dr. Frances Roberts has been nominated to
receive an honorary degree from UAH and I am delighted to
recommend that Dr. Roberts be so honored.

It has been my privilege to work with Dr. Roberts in matters of
importance to the community, particularly in the field of
education. One example of this was the Education Summit in
1991, which was sponsored by the city and for which Dr. Roberts
and I served as co-chairpersons. Tn this endeaver, Dr. Roberta
provided exemplary leadership and exhibited the dedication to
excellence for which she is so well known in our community.

She leads by example and provides insightful analysis and
planning, coupled with hard work, to assure success in whatever
task she undertakes.

Dr. Roberts is known and respected in the business, industry,
and government, as well as in the academic elements of the
community. She has worked very hard for many years to enhance
not only the University, but the Huntsville community as a
whole. Granting of the honorary degree would be highly
appropriate recognition of her contributions and would be
widely acknowledged to be well-deserved.

Sincerely,

==
AN
T. J. Lee
Director

MSFC Director

McManus, Samuel P., Roberts, Frances, Dr.
Dr.
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205) 895-6310 =
5
-y

October 12, 1993 =

Honorary Degrees Committee 0
Dr. Sam McManus, Chair

Office Of The Provost

Madison Hall

The University Of Alabama In Huntsville

Huntsville, Alabama 31588%

Greetings:

I atrongly recommend that the Honorary Degrees Committee
give very serious consideration to awarding an honorary
doctoral degree to Dr. Frances C. Roberts for meritorious and

exceptional service to this University far above and bevond
the call of duty. A stalwart defender of the concept of
total education with emphasis in the Humanities as the
binding and integrational factor for that objective, Dr.
Roberts played a major role in developing the schematic for
and encouraging the evolution of a comprehensive University
in Huntsville. She iIs most deserving of such an honor in

light of the very positive image this award would project in
an area so dominated by sclence and engineering.

Sincerely,
ke & Uilliom o Z

Lee E. Willlams, [I
Professor

& Mrmgticy AcrorEou CODOTI Y Pgttuton

Roberts, Frances C., Williams, Lee E., 11,
Dr. Prof.
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October 14, 1993 iz

H v Degree C

Dr. Sam McManus, Chair.
Office of the Provost

Madison Hall

University of Alabama, 35899

Dear Dr. McManus:

[ have become aware that 1t 1s possible foi me w endurse Dr. Frances Roberts' nomination of
an Honorary Degree. 1 have given this some thought and 1t has occurred to me that to put all

the for her from my point of view on paper. is almost impossible - - - let
me fry.

1 have known her from the mid 1940's when she was "Miss Robens” to me as a high school
student at Huntsville High School. My grades indicated that | was an average student and the
naadwummmmleftmelmnmmmupmmmmofmemmaﬂxm
at school. Somehow in her own way the attention and care that Miss Roberts gave to me
buoyanted my spirits and made those years, even to this day, seem joyful and exciting for this
average guy. 1 was not on the football team. I did not play basketball, | was not a member of
the Nanonal Honor Society, but for some reason I never felt that I was not an integral and
important part of my class group or my school. | was never more astounded than when 1
lcarned on graduation night that | was to receive a distinguishied award that evening  This
hidden talent of Dr. Frances Roberts has manifested itself in a multitude of ways in our
community, our state and in the academic world around us

A descripuion of this unique and valuable charactensuc of hers is beyond the dimension of
descripnon by words. She's got it, she knows it and so do thousands of people who have in
their life nme been influenced under the presence of her a:ft from GOD

Sincerely. T
=7
i L #’ - e
J’ ® ]
Robert E, “l]kltlsorl — s -~3,

z e e S o
Tl = ElETA 2330=

Roberts, Frances, Dr.
Wilkinson, Robert E.
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Office of the Dean Fan Z05) 595-6349

October 18, 1993

Honorary Degrees Committee
Dr. Samual P. McManus, cChair
office of the Provost
Madison Hall

UAH Campus

Dear Colleagues:

I want to add just a brief word in support of the
nomination of Dr. Frances Roberts for an honorary degree.
Since assuming the position of Dean of Liberal Arts at UaH,
I have had the privilege of working with Dr. Roberts

the Liberal Arts Advisory Committee, which che chaira. In
my judgment, no one has done more on behalf of the
University's programs and reputation--and no one has
demonstrated a deeper and more durable commitment to its
intnr?tts——than she, whether as a teacher, a scholar, or
adnin;stragnr. In my work with her over the last Year, I
have been impressed time after time by her dedicaticn to
excellence, which is seen in her continuing activities as a

teacher and publishing historian, 1
retirement. 9 ong after formal

Dr. Roberts's support has been and continues ta be an
encouragement and example to all faculty and administrators
who are now working to build an even better institution.
Awarding an honorary degree to such an eminent university
citizen will be an appropriate recognition of her wvalue and
service to the entire community.

Sincerely,
-

—Jack D. Ellis, Dean
College of Liberal Arts

* Gaaen G Cacmee
A Amraten Ao €U DDDOMUNSY SERLL0R

McManus, Samuel P., Roberts, Frances, Dr.
Dr.
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JONESGHERRIN

Oclober 7, 1293

The University ot Alabama in Huntsville
Office of the Provost

Madison Hall

Huntsville. Alabama 35899

Atn:  Dr. Sam McManus

Y o

o

Dear Dr. McManus:

the mmmmmmuﬁmﬂw«uhhm

oll-lun-mL-lnn. 1 know of no other indivick

50 long and so effectively in
this field. As a few smalil examples, she ummmmmu
mmnmmmmmmmm mmn

‘which adm

the District.
. ooy, She is also responsible for the continued

Society. Her recent book on the

County +
mdmmummuammamm Dr. Robens

richly deserves this honor.

. A
Harvie P. Jones,FAIA
HPJAmM

cc: HJ

104 Jefferson Street - Huntsviile, Alabama 35801

McManus, Samuel P.,
Dr.

205/539-0764 Fax 205/534-2289

Roberts, Frances, Dr.
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4115 Coffee Circle
Huntsville AL 35805

October 6, 1993

> 0CT0 81273

- OFFICE CF
THE PROUCST

Dr. Samuel P. McManus, Chairman
Honorary Degree Committee
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Huntsville AT. 31sgosg

)

Dear Sam:

It is with a great deal of pleasure and Pri I
support the nomination of Frances Roberts as an honorary
degree recipient. 1In the newspaper article about Joe
Dowdle’s retirement last week, he was referred to as "the
COock"™ Orf UAH. That same term can be very appropriately
applied to Frances Roberts.

As you know, she was the first full-time faculty member
employed at the university center. Her visicn of what that
small beginning could become never wavered. Her devotion to
rigorous and excellent teaching is unmatched, and her
interest in and encouragement of students has always been
her hallmark. Even in retirement, her dedication to the
well-being of UAH has not flagged.

There is no one, in my ovpinion, more deserving or the
highest honor that an institution can bestow, and this
recognition is long overdue.

Sincerely vours,
™
ﬂhm,

Nan G. Hall

McManus, Samuel P., Roberts, Frances, Dr.

Dr.
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Zieve Hemneer, Mavos — i

City of Hunisviile
P. 0. Box 308 =i

Huntsville. Alabama 35804 _ 3~3
1205) 532-7304 I 4
~ 4

Jctober 7. 1993

Honorary Degrees Committee

Dr. Sam McManus, Chair

Office of the Provost

Madison Hall

The University of Alabama Tn Huntsville
Huntsville, AL 35899

Dear Dr. McManus:

It is an homor to recommend Dr. Frances Roberts for an honorary degree. I
know her to be a true friend of the historic ity, the ed

community, the religious community and the city as a whole.

tionm

Dr. Roberts has served 21 years on the Huntsville Historic Preservation
Commission for our city providing positive leadership and causing
significant impact on the physical and aesthetic development of Huntsville.
In addition to many education accomplist s that others would know far
more about than I, she served as Co-Chair of the highly successful Education
Summit. The plan that resulted from that Summit is still being followed.

Finally, I know and respect Dr. Roberts' dedication to the religious
community as a fellow parishioner. She is a stalwart of the Church.

I do not know ot a more deserving individual than Frances Roberts--one who

has dedicated a lifetime to UAH as an institution and to the progress of the
city which depends on UAH for its lifeblood.

Sincerely,

77/
Steve RettinJrz\‘
Mayor

.-\meemli'lei-hizm.

Honorary degree letter
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Jan. 28, 1997

Dear Dr. Roberts,

I'd like to call you soon to schedule a full interview for my not-so-littic Milton Cummings book project.
Our talk a few months back was very helpful. Your suggestion about taking a thematic approach to the
organization of chapters, rather than a purely or largely chronological approach, was right on the mark. It
solidified somc rather loose thinking 1'd already done on the several different, major facets or aspects of
his life that must be dealt with in such a hiography. FY1 (and for any comment you might have). I'm
enclosing copies of an MKC thematic blurb 1 originally drafled back in 1989 or so (after 1 began this effort
in early “89), and a new revision.

I've picked up the pace of rescarch latcly, having intcrvicwed about a half-dozen folks in just the last 4
weeks (M.H. “Pete” Lanier; Robert Davis, Sr. and wife Zoe (spelling?), Virgil Uptain & his present wifke,
Virginia, and Hugh Merrill, ex-Hsv. Times writer — and currently a communications PROFESSOR at U.
of West Fla. — who did the only extensive Times interview/profile feature piece on Cummings during my
tenure here, and who was something of a young drinking buddy, or at lcast an observer, of Mr. C in his
final years at the Elks’ Club). The death of Jimmy Record spurred me to get on with it. He was HIGH on
my original list of sources, but I hadn’t gotten around to contacting him. There are just too many of
MEKC’s contemporaries slipping away afier all these years since his own death... I'm limited. though, 1o
working on this mostly in the cvenings and on weckends, since I'm still full-time with The Times.
I may earlier have given you my growing list of past and potential future intervicweces, but here’s the latest
wversion, if you wouldn’t mind looking it over and suggesting any additions that may oocur to you

1 hope this finds you weil. I look forward to sitting down with you again soon. Barbara sends love.
’ 1”/

Names:
Cummings, Milton Lanier, M. H. (Pete) Record, James Uptain, Virgil
Davis, Robert, Sr. Merrill, Hugh Roberts, Frances, Dr. Ward, Bob
Places:
Huntsville, AL
Types:
correspondence

Dates:
Jan 28, 1997
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The Life & Times of the Temmsee Va.lley s Milton Cummings:
From Mill-Village Cripple to Cotton King to Aerospace Mogul

He sprang from modest cotton-town beginnings to become the muitimillionaire master
of the finest antebellum home around.

He suffered the childhood loss of a leg, yet became a tennis champion and avid golfer
who made a cause of aiding and inspiring the physically handicapped.

He gained wealth and influence that few know, yet remained a political liberal with a
passion for helping the poor all through his adult life.

He hobnobbed with Presidents, Scnators, Governors, Generals, rocket scientists, captains
of business and finance, but seemed personally to relate more to the common man.

H:mawhicmbomwdumoftheﬂﬂﬁmmwbmwﬁlnﬂ

naturally reserved. even shy family man who, when duty and opportunity called,
mmwmﬂnwdmmmwmm

He had only a high-school education, yet he became a brilliant student of people, of
change, of politics, of finance, who was honored by universitics.

He publicly served the cause of mental health, and struggled privately at times with
depression and aleoholism.

He knew only the world of King Cotton until middle age, yet came to personify the New
South’s march to better education, advanced technology, and modern industry.

Names:

Cummings, Milton
Types:

draft notes

Dates:
1990
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Arefted
MILTON K. CUMMINGS ( 194 %)
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